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Village view. Flooding at Long Marston in April 1916. Please excuse our rather faint 

picture. The print is nearly 100 years old! We think the view is along Station Road 

looking past where the Victory Hall now stands towards the bend before Chapel Lane. 

Any further information welcome.                                          (Picture courtesy of  Dawn Slade.)

Villagers' case for professional flood advice

A GROUP of flood-affected villagers 

from Long Marston have proposed 

that a professional hydrologist is 

employed by the Parish to examine 

the complex data supplied by the 

various agencies responsible for water 

flows and provide a report that can be 

the basis of some useful actions. 

Chapel Lane resident Lucy Thompson 

presented the proposal to the March 

meeting of the Parish Council after 

residents had done a lot of 

investigative work themselves into 

possible causes of the recent flooding. 

She said that the issue is very complex 

and the community needed its own 

expert. For the full story, turn to 

Council News, page 10.
Recent view of the aptly named Watery Lane
(Picture: Margaret Kelland)
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Deadline for items for our next issue 

(December) is Thursday 17 November 2011.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.  

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.

Editor this month: Mark Woodbridge

Advertising Manager

Graham Thorpe: 01442 822923

email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Editorial Team 

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, John McCall, 

Colin Moore, Ben Lovis, Mark Woodbridge.

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Post:       3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.  

Phone:    Phil Buchi: 01296 661339

Distribution Manager

Rob Briant 07802 384151

Finance Manager & Treasurer

Toby Davidson 07970 636168

“What a Community to be a part of”

Wow!, what a collection of villages we live in.  

The number of events and activities available on 

a weekly basis is amazing for such a small 

community.  The variety of entertainment on 

offer never ceases to amaze me.

Once again Village News is packed with 

up-coming events that will entertain all.

A huge thank you to all out there who plan and 

organize all the offerings - keep up the fantastic 

work.

Mark Woodbridge

Read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Deadline for items for our next issue is 

Thursday 17th Aril 2014.

Church services
St Mary’s Puttenham

St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services.
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All Saints, Long Marston.

6 April

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

6.00pm St Cross Evening Prayer

7 April (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

13 April Palm Sunday

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am St Cross Morning Prayer

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

6.00pm All Saints Celtic Evening Prayer

18 April Good Friday

10.00am All Saints Worship for All

12 noon St Cross Raising of the Cross

2.00pm St Mary’s Last Hour at the Cross

20 April Easter Day

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

27 April

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong
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What’s on... 

Diary dates... 
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 2 April, Wilstone village hall

Wednesday 7 May, Long Marston village hall.

Saturday 29 March

Jumble sale, Cecilia Hall, Puttenham 2pm.

Saturday 29 March

Tennis Club Quiz Night. Long Marston village hall.

Sunday 30 March

Mothering Sunday: special service at St. Cross. 10am.

Wednesday 2 April

Lent Lunch in Wilstone village hall. 12 noon.

Friday 4 April 

Film Night ‘Les Miserable’ Wilstone village hall 7.15 bar.

Saturday 12 April

Jumble Sale: Marsworth WI. 2pm.

Sunday 13 April

Palm Sunday Service at St. Cross. 10am.

Good Friday 18 April

Raising of The Cross for Good Friday. 12 noon, St. Cross.

Saturday 19 April
"The ultimate Elvis tribute". Wilstone VH. 

Easter Sunday 20 April

St. Cross Easter Day service. 10am.

Monday 21 April

Easter Egg Hunt at St. Cross. 10am.

Tuesday 22 April
All Saints social afternoon 2-3pm. 

Sunday 27 April

Plant Sale, Mentmore Village Green.  12 - 4pm

Sunday 27 April

Long Marston Tennis Club. Open Afternoon.  2pm

Sunday 27 April
Music for a Spring Evening, Wingrave Church. 7pm

Thursday 1 May

May Day Madrigals & breakfast. 6am onwards, Puttenham.

Friday 2 May

Community Football Match, Long Marston Rec. 6pm.

Monday 5 May
Aldbury May Fair.

Friday 9 and Saturday 10 May

"Blue Moon", by the Vale Musical Society.

Saturday 10 May

LMCC Cherwell League fixtures commence.

Saturday 10 May

Jazz lunch with The Jolly Jazzers.Puttenham

Wednesday 14th May

Wilstone Village Hall AGM, 8pm, St Cross Church

Saturday 17 May

Concert, All Saints Church, Long Marston.

8.30am-5.30pm

Times for mobile library Route 72

Thursday fortnightly 3rd and 17th March 2014.

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.00 to 11.20

Wilstone  (The Half Moon) 11.25 to 11.55

Astrope  (Astrope Lane) 12.50 to 13.15

Puttenham (Church Lane) 13.20 to 13.45

Long Marston (Queen’s Head)                 14.00 to 15.15

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:
Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm

Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon.
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St Cross Church Wilstone

Lent Lunch

A frugal lunch with no charge

But all donations to Christian Aid

Wednesday April 2nd

12.00 to 2.00pm

At the Village Hall 

WINGRAVE COMMUNITY CHOIR 

MUSIC FOR A SPRING EVENING 

at Wingrave Parish church Sunday 

27th April 2014 at 7 pm 
£7 including a glass of wine 

The Wingrave Community Choir was formed last year. 
This will be our second concert. We would be delighted 
to welcome new members (there will be no auditions!). 
We rehearse on Monday evenings at 8 pm in the 
Methodist Church, Nup End Lane, Wingrave. For more 
information call Roy on 01296 681770.
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 
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Saturday 17 May

Barn Dance at Wilstone village hall. 7.30pm.

Saturday 24-Sunday 25 May

Hertfordshire County Show, The Showground, Redbourn

Saturday 24-Monday 26 May

Mentmore Arts Festival

Monday 2 June

MCC Unicorns A v.Northants 2nd XI, at LMCC.

Tuesday 3 June

MCC Unicorns A v. Kent 2nd XI, at LMCC.

Friday 6 June

Cecilia Tea Rooms. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 3-5pm.

Sunday 8 June

Wilstone Fete and fun dog show.

Sunday 8 June

LMCC Sunday Chess Valley League fixtures commence.

Sunday 15 June
Marsworth Steam Rally.

Tuesday 17June

Herts over 60s XI v. Leics over 60s XI, at LMCC.

Sunday 22 June

Church Open Day, All Saints.

Sunday 22 June
Midsummer Picnic, Long Marston recreation ground, 1pm.

Sunday 6 July

LMCC fund raising day: President's XI v. Mike Dean XI.

Saturday 2 August

Long Marston Village Show. 

3,4 and 5 August
Minor Counties cricket at LMCC. Herts v. Cumberland.

Saturday 30 August

Jumble sale, Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 2pm.

Sunday 7 September

St. Cross Harvest Service and lunch. 11.30am.

Friday 12 September
Cecilia Tea Rooms. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 3-5pm.

Saturday 13 September

Historic Churches, Bike ‘n’ Hike.

Tuesday 16 September

St. Cross Holy Day service.

Saturday 11 October

October Supper with Neil Gurney. Puttenham 7 for 7.30pm.

Friday 24 October

Quiz and Curry, All Saints.

Tuesday 4 November

Rosemary for Remembrance at St. Cross. 10am.

Saturday 8 November

Race nite at Marlins

Remembrance Sunday 9 November

Remembrance Day services, St. Cross and All Saints. 10am.

Wednesday 26 November

LMCC AGM in the clubhouse.

Saturday November TBA

Cecilia Concert (final date to be arranged).

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 
www.pitchero.com/clubs/longmarstoncricketclub/
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What’s on... 
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Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order  or discuss your menu 
 

tel: 01296 630279/720459 
seatonscatering.co.uk 

email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating” 
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Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals.
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Holy Week            by Rev Jane Banister

HOLY week this year begins on 13th April, Palm Sunday, and 

ends on Easter Day, 20th April.  I do hope that at some point 

during that week you are able to take part in one of the 

services that we hold all over the Tring Team.  From waving 

palms to washing feet, from sharing communion to 

contemplating the cross, to celebrating the New Fire and the 

dawn on Easter Day, it is all a time of great significance and 

meaning, and it is good when we can worship together.

The celebrations continue on Easter Monday with egg hunt-

ing at St Cross Wilstone and the pilgrimage walk to St Al-

bans (beginning in Tring at 7am!) 

Contact me if you want to know more:

Rev Jane Banister 01442 822170   

Full details on www.tringteamparish.org.uk That’s not a Fly-Mo!        (Picture: Andy Ashwell)
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Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

The Old Pastures

Dog Grooming

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears.  Weekend appointments 
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower 
ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can 

cater for any size dog.  Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856
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PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717

martinjkeable@gmail.com
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

 can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  
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Villagers' case for 

professional flood advice
A GROUP of Long Marston residents attended the March 

meeting of the Parish Council to propose that an expert in 

flooding is engaged to offer advice on flood prevention 

actions. The case was put to Councillors by Lucy Thompson, 

who said she had been a resident of Chapel Lane for seven 

years. In a well prepared presentation she set out the villagers' 

proposal to engage an independent hydrologist who could 

analyse all the data that was being offered by the various 

official agencies involved, and thus arm the Council with 

some evidence of their own. Acknowledging a long history of 

flooding in the area, she said that floods were becoming more 

frequent and more destructive. Recently there were confirmed 

incidents in 1978, 2003, 2007, 2009, 2013 and 2014. Twelve 

properties in Long Marston were flooded this time. She and 

others had obtained a lot of data from the Canal and Rivers 

Trust (CRT), but the information is complex, and only an 

expert could interpret it correctly. It was clear that the 

problem was complex, and there were probably many causes. 

At present there was much conjecture and hearsay, and the 

various agencies - CRT, the Environment Agency, Thames 

Water, and Hertfordshire Highways - could all claim they 

were not to blame. A report for the Council by an 

independent  hydrologist could provide the evidence which 

could be then be used to produce some action from the 

relevant bodies, and secure funding. It would put the present 

one-sided discussion on a more even footing, she said. The 

group had found a suitable expert who would review all the 

available data, look at flow paths, identify causes of flooding, 

and suggest mitigating measures for the community to take. 

The conclusions would be presented in a report for a basic fee 

of £1,000.

During discussion, Cllr. Mike Tomlinson said that he was 

grateful for the considerable amount of work undertaken by 

the group. Councillors wished to examine the proposal in 

detail. After the meeting Cllr. Tomlinson added that the 

Council had decided to table a formal agenda item at the 

April meeting to discuss appointing a hydrologist as sug-

gested, but widening the scope to include the flooding 

problems at Wilstone as they were clearly linked. It was 

appropriate to place such a proposal for expenditure of this 

order on a formal agenda circulated in advance.

£20k facelift for village hall
Richard Smissen, Chairman of Wilstone Village Hall 

Committee, briefed Councillors on proposals to completely 

renovate the toilets at that hall. Efforts by the committee to 

obtain grants for the work had not been successful, but they 

had been able to raise money themselves. If the Council, as 
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Friendly village pub

Open all day

Food served 12-3 & 6-9 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large garden●Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ●Car Park●Dog Friendly ●Mobile Top up

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977

Mr Christopher Mann 01296 668548

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662 207

Mr Richard Briant  01442 825 674

Mr Robert Briant  01442 825 674

The Clerk to the Council :- 

Mrs Lucy Bancroft  07590 989202 

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031

Parish Council Website:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at
www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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landlords, were willing to undertake the work then the costs 

could be met in full by a donation from the village hall 

committee, he said. Councillors thought this was a splendid 

bargain and a good investment in a well-used community 

asset. They agreed to commission the necessary work, and 

Mr Smissen agreed to get the necessary estimates. 

Extra time for football club lease? 
The long-running debate over how best to help Long Marston 

FC gain sufficient security of tenure so that they can get grant 

funding continues still, and has certainly now entered 'time 

added on'. Cllr. Chris Mann voiced concerns about 

inadvertently giving the club unintended future rights at the 

public recreation ground which would act against its primary 

purpose as a community space and could restrict access. The 

document before the Council currently was a lease, and the 

very name implied certain rights, he said. 

Cllr. Mann suggested that a more appropriate form of words 

could be found which would still help the club achieve its 

funding. Cllr. Richard Briant thought he had such a form. He 

suggested that an agreement for the club to: "Play football on 

the pitch for fixtures and training", could be phrased legally 

without restricting the other uses of the publicly-owned 

space. Cllr. Briant had been in touch with a solicitor who said 

he could produce a suitable agreement. While there were not 

actually cheers from the home supporters at this point, 

Councillors quickly agreed to put this solicitor to work. 

Perhaps they could sense the approach of the final whistle.
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THREE goals in extra time secured a well-deserved place in 

the final of the Hertfordshire County Cup for Long Marston 

FC in what was otherwise a close fought game. Drawn at 

home to FC Cornerstone of Stevenage in this semi-final on 

Saturday 8th March, the presence on the touchline of six 

members of the LMFC 1963 cup-winning side certainly 

provided an encouragement to the team.

LMFC won this junior (i.e. non-professional) division of the 

Hertfordshire County Cup in 1963. Club official Alan 

Winfield - who as a boy was a spectator at the 1963 final -

assembled six members of that winning team to stand on the 

touchline and enjoy the game. It seemed to make a 

difference. The veterans of 1963 present were A.G. Eggleton 

(club captain), M. Tomlinson (match captain), H. Johnson, R. 

Evans, F. Evans, and B. Green. 

Their cup final was played against Hitchen Town Old Boys 

and the final score that day was 2-0, with the goals scored by 

Nicky Power and Mike Tomlinson.

On a sunny Saturday afternoon the 2014 side got off to a 

good start with a goal after 17 minutes, but a conceded pen-

alty on the half-hour evened the score. A lively and entertain-

ing first half required 3 minutes of added time, and a well-

engineered Long Marston goal at 47 minutes gave the home 

side a welcome boost just before the break. In the second 

half, FC Cornerstone showed they were just as determined to 

win a place in the final, and with two goals first levelled the 

score and then took the lead. A third goal from Long Marston 

no doubt relieved some frayed nerves, and at the end of 90 

minutes the score remained even at 3-3. With all to play for 

in extra time both teams threw in everything they had. Long 

Marston showed their stamina, remembered 1963, and came 

out on top, with the final score 6-3, perhaps not reflecting 

what a close game this had been. An excellent win for Long 

Marston in front of the winning team of 1963. 

The cup final will be played at the County Ground, Letch-

worth on Good Friday, 18th April, when Long Marston will 

face Hadley who beat Berkhamsted Sports 1- 0 in their semi-

final.

(You can see the Long Marston cup-winning team of 1963 by 

turning to page 19.)

6-3 win (aet) secures Hertfordshire cup final place for Long 
Marston, as the victors from 1963 look on        by our sports reporter

Long Marston FC line up for the semi-final of this Hertfordshire County Cup competition, 2014. (Picture: Village News.)
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Local 
General Builder 

Do you need a
reliable general builder?

Bricklayer by trade, 
but can do many more jobs.

Please call

Darren Paul

 Home: 01296 662168
Mobile: 07581 624008

WILSTONE STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone  01442  822115

www.wilstonesticks.com    
 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

ROOFING

Specialist in 
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 
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Community Shop Talk
by Diana Crapnell

AT last spring seems to have truly arrived and the river out-

side the shop has dried up which is a definite relief to all of 

us.  The sun has certainly brought out the smiles in people 

and there’s a real happy buzz in the shop which feels lovely.

So what’s new?  Firstly, I hope you’ve seen Abby’s piece on 

Ellen and World Autism Day (opposite).  The Community 

Shop has been delighted to work with Ellen in this way and 

it’s been a pleasure to see her growing in confidence, not only 

in her tasks but also in her interactions with us as well.  We 

really want to support Abby and Ellen for World Autism Day 

and so we have decided that this will be our chosen charity 

for our annual charity coffee morning.  Do please come and 

join us on 2nd April from 10.30am – 12.30pm for coffee or tea 

and a piece of scrumptious home-made cake or biscuits.  It 

will cost you just £2.50, and £2 of it will go to the charity.  

We’re looking forward to seeing you there.

By the time you are reading this we will have held the first 

Annual Meeting of Wilstone Community Shop Limited, a 

tremendous milestone for us.  Indeed it still amazes me what 

we, as a community, have achieved in just two years.  If you 

weren’t at the meeting but would like to read what was said 

about the progress we’ve made so far and our plans for the 

future,  plus a summary of our annual accounts, then please 

go to www.wilstonevillageshop.org.uk

On an even more dramatic note, at least for those of us who 

have to use it, our new Electronic Point of Sale System  

(that’s the till system to the uninitiated) ‘went live’ on 1st

April – so its official we are now in the 21st century!  We beg 

your patience whilst we all get used to all the features it has 

to offer.  It really is quite amazing and with all the informa-

tion it will provide in the future we are going to be in serious 

danger of actually knowing what we are doing!

And Easter is now almost upon us.  The shop will be open as 

follows over the Easter period:

Good Friday 9am – midday

Easter Saturday 7.30am – 1pm

Easter Sunday 9am – midday

Easter Monday 9am – midday

Papers will be delivered as normal on the Friday and Mon-

day.

We would be delighted to take any orders you may have for 

bread, hot cross buns, bacon, chicken, turkey etc, but to en-

sure we can get what you require, please do  ask us in good 

time.  If there’s anything else you would like but aren’t sure if 

we stock it, please ask.  If we don’t at the moment we may 

well be able to get it in specifically for you.

And finally, the lucky 100 Club Winners for March are:

1st £100 No 45

2nd £50 No 34

3rd £25 No 01

Congratulations to all of you.

25

PUBLIC NOTICE

Wilstone Village Hall Management Committee

Hereby give public notice of

Annual General Meeting

To be held on Wednesday 14 May 2014

 at 8.00 pm

St Cross Church, Wilstone

All are invited and new members are welcome

AGENDA

1. Minutes of the 2013 AGM

2. Chairman’s Report

3. Treasurer’s Report

4. Election of Committee Members 

5. Signing of declaration

6. Resolution to pay the rent (£1)  

            to Tring Rural Parish Council
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THOSE of you who have been in Wilstone 

Community Shop on a Wednesday morning may well 

have met my daughter Ellen, who has autism and 

learning difficulties.  Since turning sixteen and starting 

a life-skills course at Oaklands College last September, 

Ellen has had Wednesdays ‘off’.  

Determined to use this free time to help develop Ellen’s 

social and communication skills I was delighted when 

the shop management committee agreed that Ellen 

could come and work in the shop to gain some valuable 

life skills experience.

Each week one of the staff writes a list of the items 

which need restocking and then Ellen works through 

the list, putting all the items out on the shelves.  

Sometimes she has to use the stepladder to reach things, 

put the cardboard in the recycling and she is learning to 

ask the other staff if she can’t find things.  

The best thing for Ellen is the end when she receives 

her wages - a Milky Way bar!  I am very grateful for all 

the staff and customers on a Wednesday morning who 

show their patience and understanding whilst Ellen 

practises her social skills – thank you.

This year World Autism Day is on Wednesday 2nd

April; and the National Autistic Society are running a 

large fundraising campaign ‘Onesie Wednesday’ to 

raise vital funds to help people with autism and their 

families in the UK.  The idea is that by wearing a 

Onesie out in public you’re saying ‘it’s alright to be 

different’.  This seemed like too good an opportunity to 

miss!

You can sponsor me to wear a onesie in the shop on 

Wednesday morning (my form is in the shop) and we 

will also be selling some gingerbread men dressed in a 

onesie for £1.  Please come along and support us.

Autism - The Facts
Autism is a lifelong developmental disability that 

affects how a person communicates with, and relates to, 

other people. It also affects how they make sense of the 

world around them.

It is a spectrum condition, which means that while all 

people with autism share certain difficulties, their 

condition will affect them in different ways. Some 

people with autism are able to live relatively 

independent lives but others may have accompanying 

learning disabilities and need a lifetime of specialist 

support. People with autism may also experience 

over- or under-sensitivity to sounds, touch, tastes, 

smells, light or colours.

Although it’s difficult to get precise figures, the 

National Autistic Society estimates that at least one in 

100 people in the UK may have autism.

You can read more about what Ellen and I get up to on 

our Wednesdays together on my blog 

www.ellensdays.wordpress.com

World Autism Awareness Day – Wednesday 2nd April 2014
Come and buy your Gingerbread Men in Onesies! 
By Abby Fermont

Ellen restocking shelves at the Community Shop
(Picture: Abby Fermont)
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From the Rectory by Rev'd Jane Banister  
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ONE of my greatest joys when a child was our Saturday 

morning trips to the library.  I would get out my quota of six 

books and then read for much of the weekend.  Sometimes 

the books would last me all week, but often not.  It is rare 

now that I have the chance to read a book in the same way as 

I did then, but occasionally it happens, and half term was one 

of those moments.  I had seen the first fifteen minutes of 

“The Hunger Games” at Tring School and wanted to find out 

what happened next.  So over the last half term, I found 

myself devouring the trilogy in a way that I hadn’t read for a 

long time.  I had forgotten how absorbed one can be in a 

book or books, and how the impression of the book can stay 

with you for a long time.  

“The Hunger Games” has been around for a little while, both 

as a book and as a film, and both are deservedly popular.  We 

showed the films at one of our Lent series and it has also 

been shown at Tring School Christian Union and at Youth 

Cafe at Tring Church.  The reason for this is the number of 

important issues it raises, such as community and control and 

power.  I also found the lead character of Catniss a far better 

role model than many of the girls in so called teenage 

literature (the Twilight series being a case in point) as she is 

strong, intelligent and caring and is not spending her life 

waiting for others to do things.

But this wasn’t meant to be a book review (although I do 

recommend it if you haven’t read it) but rather a long 

introduction to some very powerful words:

 “ Hope.  It is the only thing stronger than fear.  A little hope 

is effective.  A lot of hope is dangerous.”   

They are spoken by one of the “baddies”, someone who is 

trying to maintain control, to keep people where he wants 

them, and he is balancing providing people with enough 

hope, but not too much so that they might see there is an 

alternative to how they are living now.  It raises the question, 

can you have too much hope?  The phrase ‘hope against 

hope’ would imply that you can, and I am sure we can all 

think of situations where people have hoped for something 

that is impossible, whether my brief childhood dream to be a 

ballet dancer (yes, I know) or far more seriously, hope about 

change in others or recovery from illness.  Yet without hope, 

we are nothing.  

The hope that things can change, that we can make a differ-

ence, that the world does not have to be as it is now, is vital 

to us.  If we lose that hope, then we lose part of our human-

ity.  For me, hope is another thing that is best in community –

on the days that I have little hope, it is others who encourage 

and inspire, and I can only try to do the same on days when 

others are down.

Hope is one of the biggest parts of the Easter message.  If 

ever there was a point where people lost hope, it was on 

Good Friday, when Jesus died.  Those who had followed him 

were left bereft and confused, not knowing what was to hap-

pen next.  Then on Easter Sunday, in a garden early in the 

morning, hope was reborn.  And it is that hope that lives with 

us.  It is a realistic hope – we know the limitations of this 

world – but it is also a hope that inspires us, that builds us up 

and that enthuses us.  

THE Horti committee are now recovering after an exhausting 

few weeks of staging our annual village pantomime, given an 

excellent review in last month’s magazine by our old friends, 

Luke & Rosa B Hind-Yew! Even so, we continue to plan for 

the future and are now thinking about our summer activities.

We are fully supporting Lee Diamond and his second Charity 

Football Match, which this year is being played on 2nd May 

(see poster). With an evening disco planned, he hopes to raise 

well over £1000 which is then distributed five ways to village 

groups. We then move on to the Marsworth Steam Rally on  

15th June, where the Horti and the village hall committee are 

running the burger bar. This promises to be a great day out so 

long as the weather holds, with several steam traction engines 

as well as a classic car rally and a wide variety of side stalls.

Our final event before the Annual Village Show in August is 

a community picnic to be held on 22nd June. At the moment, 

no firm plans are in place on what to do on that day. I would 

like to use this column to ask the villagers of Long Marston 

what they would like to see happen.

The idea behind this is to provide a FREE community event 

that we can get as many Long Marston residents to come 

along to and enjoy, hence the idea of a simple picnic on the 

recreation ground behind the Victory Hall.

In order to get as many as possible to come along and join in, 

should I be looking to organise something along the lines of 

Tea at the Tower/Scarecrows Competition or just keep it 

simply asking people to turn up with their own individual 

picnics. In discussion with a few of my friends in the village, 

most agree that it would be a good idea to put on some 

sporting activity like a game of rounders, which people of all 

ages can play. Others have talked about a ‘theme’ for the day, 

like organising a cookery competition. Maybe people like the 

idea of ‘sharing’ food where everyone turns up with some-

thing different.

I am keen to take the lead on this, but need to get some ideas 

and support in order for us all to have a memorable afternoon 

(hopefully) in bright sunlight! I would welcome any com-

ments before I plan anything, so would be very grateful if 

anybody would like to discuss this with me at their earliest 

convenience. 

My phone number is 07970 636168/660754 or you can email 

me thejug@lmcc.org.uk or even catch me whilst I am 

walking through the village!
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1963 County Cup victors turn out for semi-final
by Phil Buchi

SIX members of the Long Marston football team who won a 

Hertfordshire County Cup in the 1962-63 season turned out 

to encourage the 2014 first team to victory in their cup 

semi-final game against FC Cornerstone (Stevenage) on 

Saturday 8th March.  Club official Alan Winfield was a 

youthful spectator at the 1963 final, and assembled the 

veterans on the touchline for this home game at the recreation 

ground - which Long Marston won, earning a place in the 

final. (See match report elsewhere in this edition.)

Our first picture (courtesy of Robert Evans and Alan 

Winfield) shows the 1963 cup winners just after being 

presented with the trophy. Club captain Anthony Eggleton (in 

the suit) was injured and unable to play that day, so the match 

captain was Michael Tomlinson (aloft). 

The veterans of that game at this year's semi-final pictured 

with Alan Winfield are: (left to right) club official 

A.Winfield, H. Johnson, M. Tomlinson, A.G. Eggleton, R. 

Evans, F. Evans, B. Green. They were kind enough to pose 

for this photo at half-time.
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April Wilstone Allotment News
by Sarah O’Brien  (Plot No.7)

APRIL seemed a comforting long way off when I foolishly 

volunteered to write this month’s article at the allotment 

AGM held sometime last autumn.  No one will bother to read 

it, I thought to myself as I locked up the table and chairs in 

our allotment shed in preparation for the storms. It crossed 

my mind that I should really cut down the now definitely 

dead wild flowers that resembled a disused bomb plot, but a 

storm was on the way and as we all know health and safety 

must be observed at all times. Therefore I absented myself as 

quickly as possible from the allotments and out of harm’s/

work’s way.

Sometime in late February it occurred to me that I was meant 

to be writing an article about cultivating plants. However 

after two years of great fun but not much success on plot 

number seven I still know very little about growing vegeta-

bles.   Surely, I reasoned to myself, after the terrible rains and 

floods no one would attempt to grow anything. So it was with 

some bewilderment that I observed through the fences on 

Grange Road people digging away on their plots.  Closer in-

spection resulted in a feeling of great angst when I noted 

Ruth (very nice person and exemplary allotment holder) had 

taken over the plot next to ours, previously held by Moira 

(very nice person non-exemplary allotment holder).  I dimly 

recalled a conversation with Moira in the summer when we 

were bemoaning our half-baked attempts that she thought it 

was a lot easier to go to the organic vegetable section of 

Waitrose and she was going to give her plot up and share 

with Jane.  A very clever move, as she can now bask in 

Jane’s reflected glory. True, Phil and I could bask in the re-

flected glory of the rhubarb and beans grown on a small part 

of our plot by Virginia.  But where was she now when advice 

was needed for this article?  She was basking in the reflected 

glory of the South African sunshine!

I asked Harry, our other allotment neighbour, if he had any 

ideas.  He said he was too scared to go and look at his plot 

and the only thing he could tell me was that a pane in his 

green house had broken.  As Harry’s plot always looks very 

good, this piece of information was not particularly helpful.

Sunday 9th March dawned a gloriously sunny warm spring 

day. Phil and I both knew that 'D day' had arrived and we 

were going to have to get up to the plot.  We still managed to 

put the moment off by doing a six mile walk and having a 

doze on a canal bench. In the late afternoon, after many un-

printable words having been said by Phil, we got ourselves up 

to the allotments.  Plot number seven did not look so bad after 

all.  The dead wild flowers had been smashed to the ground 

by kindly Mother Nature and were easy to clear away. The 

leeks did look like leeks.  Only four out of forty looked like 

the ones we keep buying from Sainsbury’s but you could tell 

that they were leeks.  This was not quite the case with the 

Brussels sprouts which resembled some sort of prehistoric 

bush and the beetroots looked like droppings passed by a con-

stipated horse. 

We did not let these discoveries deter us from our refound joy 

at being in such a lovely and peaceful place.  As we sat on 

our elegant bargain garden chairs purchased at the dump 

shop, I recalled the stirring and motivational words spoken to 

me by my university tutor as he went through my teaching 

practice file and thought how aptly they applied to our allot-

ment plot. “There's not anything actually wrong with it Sarah, 

it’s just that everyone else’s is better.”

I’m sure the author of May’s article will provide serious and 

stimulating advice for all professional allotment holders.

The oracle has spoken!

QUEEN Jane has consulted with the oracle and the runes 

have been cast and what was feared is 

coming at last.  Yes the Romans are coming!  

Well technically it’s more that they are coming back as they 

were originally definitely here well before us – and we have 

proof of that as you will see next month.

Luckily the oracle was very forthcoming and f

oretold the date of the invasion as the 8 June in the afternoon 

– she is after all a very clever oracle.  So Queen Jane will 

once again be standing tall against these erstwhile invaders, -

Boadicea eat your heart out!  Will she meet the challenge?  

Well there’s going to be only one way to find out - come 

along on the 8th and support your Queen and join in all the 

fun.
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SO what were you doing on the evening of 19th February 

2014?  Well, there was Arsenal losing again, this time to 

Bayern Munchen AG and there was the usual silliness that is 

the Brit Awards.  However, some of you may have been 

listening to BBC Radio 2 or better still, have found the BBC 

red button to watch the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards from the 

Royal Albert Hall.  What an evening of entertainment that 

was and with such talent to see live – fantastic.  The Awards 

marked the return of the Fisherman’s Friends to the arena 

following tragedy in Guildford a year ago.  Their website still 

doesn’t have any live dates posted yet but for those of you 

that intend to head towards Cornwall this summer, it’s worth 

keeping an eye on.

So you missed the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards then.  Last 

year, much was repeated on the BBC Red Button but the 

Winter Olympics have tended to take over this time.  Never 

fear though, the Radio 2 website has the highlights and/or the 

whole programme and it is definitely worth a look.  Part of 

the programme was the induction of Cecil Sharp into the new 

Folk Awards Hall of Fame and, since he died in 1924, this 

was done though a tribute which finished with the Morris 

Offspring display team dancing a modern interpretation of 

Laudanum Bunches (Headington Quarry), with a hint of 

Glorishears (00:40).  As their name suggests, the Offspring 

are young dancers whose parents are Morris dancers and as 

usual they have a website too.  I’m trying to find out more 

about them so I’ll let you know what I find in due course.

Of Cecil Sharp, the BBC website has a potted history of his 

life, and when he died he had collected more than 5000 songs 

and dances from England and America.  In 1911 he founded 

the English Folk Dance Society and in 1932 this became the 

English Folk Dance and Song Society.  This is located in 

Cecil Sharp House in Camden, London and is not only the 

repository for all folk songs and dances but also holds classes 

and concerts.  They say that Cecil Sharp was just a simple 

music teacher (I can hear the cries of you teachers reading 

this), but he was much more than that.  As we Morris Men 

drink to his immortal memory at the end of each feast I find 

out a little bit more about him and he was far more than just a 

teacher.  The life of Cecil Sharp will be a series of articles in 

their own right – one day.  

As a former adult teacher myself, I firmly believe in interac-

tive learning which puts topics and meaning into context.  

Physical activity, history, geography, agriculture, local 

knowledge, organisation, culture, teamwork and friendship -

so how do we teach this to our children?  The EFDSS has a 

wealth of material to utilise.  (www.efdss.org)

As to feasts, the WMM have been to ales at Woodside 

(Sarratt), Leicester (with proper mature Red Leicester cheese) 

and Jockey in Birmingham (with proper Black Country fag-

gots).  Along the way, I met some young lads dancing: Toby 

from Anchor Morris; has Tigger springs in his feet and a bril-

liant dancer but is just not old enough to buy a pint yet.  Oli 

from Leicester and Rutland Morris is only 12 and is mad 

keen.  Younger still is Thomas (11), again a Leicester man 

like his dad and his granddad was in Steeleye Span in the 

70’s.  He’s been dancing Border Morris and has only recently 

taken up Cotswold.

Locally, Dave Swarbrick is in concert in the Limelight Thea-

tre in Aylesbury on 16th May.  Dave Swarbrick is described 

as a ‘bonkers fiddler’ by the other inductee into the Folk 

Awards Hall of Fame, Martin Carthy.   He’s ex-Fairport Con-

vention and a multi-BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards winner plus 

so much more besides.  I’ve got tickets,  e-mail us at:-

info@whitchurchmorris.org.uk.

The Whitchurch Morris Men – It’s Out There
by John King

News from All Saints

THE Gardening Club from school have been busy again. 

We have an Easter Garden planted under the yew tree by the 

path – do come and see it. Thank you everyone.

For Easter Services please see page 3. At All Saints there will 

be a Family Service on Good Friday at 10am and Family 

Communion at 10am on Easter Sunday to which everyone is 

welcome.

Fund raising

Friday 2nd May Community Football match

Monday 5th May Aldbury May Fair – we shall be having a 

stall there: Nail game and Hoopla. We would welcome 

donations of prizes for the Hoopla and offers of help too.

The next Social afternoon is Tuesday 22nd April at 2pm; 

everyone welcome to come and have a chat!

Carole Harrison 01296 668526.

Having a clear out?  

We can help

WE are looking for items of bric-a-brac or books for stalls at 

the Village Fete on 8th June.  If you have anything you would 

like to donate, or get rid of depending how you view it, then 

Irene McCall is once again happy to take it off your hands up 

to 23rd May.  Please give Irene a call on 01442 825529 to sort 

out the details.  

After the 23rd please hang on to it and bring it down to the 

village hall on Saturday 7th June.

Thanks for your help.
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery

• High quality professional service
• Residential and commercial
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote
• References available

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

Over 25 years of joinery and carpentry 
experience.

Home consultation and competitive rates.

Skells Joinery
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry

6 Ravens Court
Long Marston
HP23 4AN

Paul Skells
Tel: 07740 997885

paul.skells@btinternet.com 
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Back Again Soon!
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J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)

‘MAN WITH A VAN’

• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

• ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST,  RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Tel:  01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745
Email: boult586@btinternet.com

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal Merchant 

 
Coal & Smokeless Fuels 

Logs & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances 
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact Us on: 01296 661258 

Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial 
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127

Do you want a local reliable 

PLUMBER
that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms

kitchens, washing machines

taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byrom 

in Pitstone

07860 340130

www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk

Painting  Plumbing 
Tiling      Plastering

Locksmith Services
Small jobs welcome

Call now for a fast friendly service.
Gavin direct on: 07731 047439  Office: 01442 380287

bhpropertyservices.co.uk 
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SPECIALIST NEUROLOGICAL
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS

Amy Goss & Claire PeplowBSc (Hons) Physiotherapy HPC Registered

We can help you if you have a neurological deficit affecting your 
movement including 
Stroke, Parkinsons Disease, Multiple Sclerosis and Balance 

Problems.

Tel: 07786 363638 / 07909 982569
Email: physio@neurophysioberkhamsted.co.uk

          Website: www.neurophysioberkhamsted.co.uk

M.D.SPRING AUTOS
All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347

Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate, 

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.
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Tennis balls need a home !

EACH season the LM Tennis Club builds up an 

embarrassingly large collection of used tennis 

balls.  They would be delighted to donate all or 

some of them to a good home.  Are there any dog 

clubs, children's groups, or innovative artists

locally who would be able to use them?  01296 

668314 if you are interested.

Back Again Soon!
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd

All ovens hobs and extractors

• Professional service
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 • 07884 058795

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk

Chiropodist
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA

HPC Registered

Member of the British Chiropody 

and Podiatry Association

For a home visit, telephone 

07969 741792 or 01296 630189 

Logs
Mixed seasoned logs for sale

Toyota pick-up size load

Full load £80      Half load £45

Phone Richard on 07831 120879
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For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS 
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

Call Genie on 07931 307912

gardengenie1@gmail.com

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,  

HEDGE CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 

AND MUCH MORE. 
 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  
DONE WELL, CONTACT 

Mark Lee  

07914 355180 

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING 

CLUB
Victory Hall, Long Marston.

Long established friendly club, 

catering for all dogs. 

Any age - puppy through to pensioner.
Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme offered.   

Qualified instructors.

01296 668752  or 01908 502272

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL

Holiday? Weekend away? Day out?
Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs!
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs.

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
Including Christmas Holidays!

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information. 
Tel. (01296) 681306

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com

Page 28 Apr i l  2014

   Sewing Alterations 

   & Soft Furnishings

Reliable and local

20 years experience

Call - Sue on 01525 229639

Thank you letter
Dear All

Just a short note to thank all those directly and indirectly 

involved with the Talk on the History of Wilstone.

First, thanks to Pam, Olga, Alison and all the others from St 

Cross who helped to put the evening together.

Secondly, thanks to all of you who have lent or passed on 

pictures and information about old Wilstone.  We have had 

quite a few photographs that have not been seen before, and 

they all help to show us how the village used to look.

And finally, thank you to all who came to the evening and 

have helped to contribute a little more to the coffers of the 

Friends of St Cross.

It has been and still is a very interesting project and gives me 

a lot of pleasure to work on it, and I feel that I am gradually 

getting to know Wilstone quite well.  And as it is a history 

that relates to all of us (many of you much more than me), I 

am pleased to be able to share it with all of you.  I shall carry 

on trying to gather more information and will be happy to 

share it with you again at some future date.

John Painter
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THERE will probably be a gap in the middle of this article 

where I have gone to sleep. We are lambing which entails 

delivering the little darlings at midnight. Actually a great 

majority cope with the births. I usually put the new families in 

a pen to make sure the lambs find the milk department with 

the valuable colostrum. 

The weather for the first three weeks has been perfect with 

some glorious sunny days. At the time of writing we have 20 

ewes to go – with rain forecast. They can usually cope, 

sheltering under trailers and apple trees. We have had some 

charges who need support with the bottle. Believe you me, it is 

not a straight forward job, they do not wait patiently in line 

and have surprisingly sharp teeth. Chris has helped with the 

book keeping so we have numbers on lambs and mums. It 

certainly helps when reuniting lost lambs and mums.

College boy Alex and Simon told me about the scientific way 

to grow oil seed rape. In the Spring the crop needs feeding, but 

by how much nitrogen etc? Well now you can send off a 

sample of leaves to a laboratory where they are tested. 

Apparently you need healthy leaves right up to the flowering 

and seed formation. We have not had the pigeon problem this 

year, so there are more leaves about. In fact the crop looks like 

flowering a lot earlier this year. In fact there will be plenty of 

yellow fields about when this is read.

SLEEP......................Oh dear,

Does anyone else have problems with jackdaws coming down 

chimneys? The little rascals make a right mess and don’t show 

any thanks when they are caught and evicted.

Teresa had a pacemaker fitted last year, what a difference it 

made. It was a relatively simple operation and when we picked 

her up she did not stop talking all the way home. I gather the 

latest ones are linked to a central computer and can notify the 

patient if more tuning is required. I suppose I’m jealous really, 

a little knob to turn up the ‘volume’ would help.

What should be our attitude towards herons feasting on frogs 

who have made their way to their traditional breeding patch in 

the pond?  I’m on the side of the frogs. There’s a similar 

problem with foxes taking geese and chickens. I find myself 

getting wound up when food producing land is allowed to 

flood. 

The population of this country is increasing, more food will be 

required. I mentioned this last month and it is still stirring me 

up. The political tension between Ukraine and Russia is going 

to affect the supply of gas and wheat. Ukraine is a very big 

wheat producer. Millers get nervous so prices could firm up. 

Ah well, my lawn looks great. I’ve managed to mow it a 

couple of times and we are looking quite tidy when the sun 

comes out.

My mix for the magazine is a bit shorter this month, my pen 

must be put down. The ‘girls’ yard must be inspected and a 

couple of ewes with their lambs can go out for some grass.

Presentation to Dawn
for 13 years as Clerk
by Phil Buchi

Dawn Slade received crystal glasses and this 

huge bouquet.                    (Picture: Village News)

PARISH COUNCILLORS past and present turned out to say 

thank you to Dawn Slade, who stood down as Clerk to the 

Council in September 2013. At a special presentation at 

Wilstone village hall, Council Chairman Cllr. Mike 

Tomlinson said how much he appreciated the huge 

contribution made by Dawn during her thirteen-year tenure. 

Mrs Slade was presented with a pair of crystal glasses set on 

a specially made oak plinth with an inscribed brass plate. 

Also receiving a vast bouquet, she said: "It was a privilege to 

work with Councillors who put in many hours for no pay", 

and she congratulated Councillors on their achievements for 

the Parish.  

Previous members of the Council who attended were: Brian 

Prior, Abby Fermont, Michael Glasser, Jill Finlan and Derek 

Townsend (Dacorum). 
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Local names and numbers 
Herts Police non-emergency number: 101 

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Steve Hunneysett               01707 354192 

PCSO Lee Clements 01707 354192

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000

Call the police if you see a crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Brownies

Rachel Friedli 01442 827577 

Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463

Beavers

Sarah Hodgson 01442 823787

Cubs

Jane Dawson 01442 827410

Scouts

Kate Blanchard 07971 404465

LM&P Horticultural Society
David Severs 01296 661021

Wilstone St Cross
Vicar  Rev’d Joanne Wetherall        01442 851200

Churchwardens

Andrew Minter 01442 823605

Ken Martin                                    01442 822894

Puttenham St Mary’s
Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis                01442 822170

Churchwardens

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

John Barron 01296 631351

Long Marston All Saints

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister           01442 822170

Keyholder Carole Harrison            01296 668526

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Cllr Michael Tomlinson         01296 661311

Clerk to the Parish Council

   Lucy Bancroft                               07590 989202 

Villages Warden

Colin Reedman                        01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Liz Ayling                      07973 786389

Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 662849

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School

Kelly Wall        07830 215266

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Ali Driver                                01296 662482

Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School                 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

David Gauke                                  0207 219 4459

Or to make an appointment call:   01923 771781

Pet Dog Training

Claudia Cox 01296 668752

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Sing-Wilstone
Jo Woodbridge                             01442 891444

Village News

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339

Whitchurch Morris Men

John Bush                                     01296 641382

Wilstone Allotment Assn.
Jane Waterhouse                           01442 826813

Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096

Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272 

WI
Sue Barraclough 01296 668272

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167

Thank you …
To all our volunteer distributors who have 
delivered your Village News to every home 

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Rob Briant 07802 384151.

Village News 
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End.

Advertising enquiries:

Graham Thorpe

01442 822923

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Send your editorial contributions, articles, 

event notices, news and pictures to:

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is: 

Thursday 17 April 2014.

Colin Moore  will be your editor.

You can read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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Oil’s Well That Ends Well
by Andy Ashwell

THE sound of a neighbour’s lawnmower on the first dry day 

of 2014 prompted the wife to suggest that I get off my fat, 

lazy behind, follow suit and get outside and give our lawn its 

first mow of the year. It seemed like only yesterday that I had 

been able to finally pack away the mower after its fourth ‘last 

mow of the year’ back in November.

After such a short amount of time in the garage the mower 

had somehow become buried under a surprisingly large 

amount of rubbish. When I eventually dug it out I topped up 

the oil, filled it with petrol and yanked the starting cord. As 

always, and to my great relief, it started first time. But my 

happiness was short-lived when after a few seconds it 

stopped abruptly and coughed out a huge cloud of blue-grey 

smoke. A memory 

stirred in my head: I was 

sure that I had seen it do 

this before.

What to do? I racked my 

brain for the answer. All 

I had done, apart from 

fill it up with petrol, was 

to top it up with oil. 

This is the only mainte-

nance that I ever do and 

is the complete opposite 

of what my dad taught 

me. He was a fanatical 

car and lawnmower ser-

vicer and was forever tinkering: changing the oil, adjusting 

the points, checking the timing, and gapping the sparkplugs. 

You name it, he did it. So when I bought my first car, an old 

banger of a Ford Anglia, he forced his obsessive ways upon 

me. At first I stuck rigidly to his overzealous servicing 

regime and as a consequence my car was always breaking 

down. My friend, on the other hand, limited his efforts to 

pouring in a bit of my leftover oil whenever his oil-light 

came on and, oddly enough, his car never broke down.

So when I bought my second-hand lawnmower I reckoned 

that, because it was from around the same era as my 

maintenance-shy friend’s Ford Cortina, I would adopt his 

no-nonsense approach to servicing as opposed to the OCD 

ways of my dad. Thus far this hands-off approach has not let 

me down and my lawnmower has been as reliable as any-

thing for almost 30 years. Conversely, my dad’s conked out 

every single year without fail. When my dad eventually 

became too old to mow the lawn he employed a gardener. He 

generously gave me his old ‘well-maintained’ machine which 

I graciously accepted (so as not to cause offence) and then 

dropped it off at the dump on my way home.    

But back to my smoking mower: I eventually remembered 

that the smoke was because I had simply over-filled it with 

oil – something that I somehow manage to do every year. 

Fortunately the remedy to this minor problem is quite straight 

forward: try starting it again, feather the throttle and stand 

upwind of the impending smoke. So I yanked the cord, 

feathered the throttle and stood upwind of the impending 

smoke. After I had stopped coughing (the wind had suddenly 

changed direction) and the smoke had dispersed I began to 

mow.

I say mow, but after all 

these years of neglect 

the blade is now 

basically just a lump of 

rusty metal. The only 

semblance of sharpening 

that it gets is when it 

hits a large stone or a 

lump of brick when I 

mow the daffodils.

I discovered mowing 

daffodils, and any other 

bit of overgrown garden 

that needs a quick 

makeover, some years 

ago in a fit of laziness. After tying a few up – as the experts 

(and my mum) used to do – I became bored and decided to 

mow them down instead. I read recently, though, that tying 

them up is now frowned upon and that they should be dead-

headed and left to wither away naturally. As I see it, mowing 

them is just a more severe form of deadheading and doesn’t 

seem to have had any ill-effect on my host of golden daffs: 

William Wordsworth would still have got the inspiration to 

write his famous poem if I’d been his gardener.

By the time you read this, my lawn – and possibly the 

daffodils too – will be in need of another mow. I’ll be 

sticking with my tried-and-tested mower-maintenance regime 

for the time being – if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it, as they say –

but I think in future I’ll try to be a tad less generous with the 

oil.

Long Marston School
by Janet Davis (School Office)

DID you study Latin at school? Long Marston School runs a 

popular Latin Club on Wednesday lunchtimes during the 

school term. The children are now at various levels and we 

would appreciate some extra help during the class. If you 

think you may be able to help, please contact the School 

Office by phone (01296 668386) or email 

(admin@longmarston.herts.sch.uk) to find out more details.  

It really doesn't matter if your Latin is very rusty, you would 

still be most welcome.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Victory Hall car park,

Long Marston

THE car park behind Victory Hall, Long Marston is going to 

be repaired over the School Easter holidays - specifically 

Monday 7th - Wednesday 9th April. The car park will not be 

accessible during this time. 
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