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Local charity boost from bike ride
LOCALLY connected charity The Friends of Youth 
in Need, Tanzania, benefited from the 2006 'Extra 
Mile Challenge' cycle ride through five hundred 
miles of rural France. (Village News, November 
2006).  Jill Walker and other members of the team 
attended a reception to be presented with cheques for 
their chosen charities by the Mayor of Milton 
Keynes, Councillor Gerrella.  38 teams of 4 cyclists 
completed the route raising a total of £95,000.  
Jill said; "I would like to thank all of you who gener-
ously supported our team again (as well as in 2005).  
The 2006 event raised a record total - half of which 
went to charities chosen by the organisers (all of 
which were based around Milton Keynes). 

 Our team received half of the £3,300 we 
raised and are so proud to donate three 
cheques, each to the value of £550 to 
Youth in Need, Cancer Research and The 
Royal Brompton Hospital.  Thank you 
again to all those who supported us so 
well."

The Mayor of Milton Keynes, Cllr 
Gerrella, with Jill Walker (centre) 
and team captain Melanie Harvey.

Left: Jill presents the cheque for £550 
to Sarah Henshaw (centre) and Janet 
Henshaw from Youth in Need, 
Tanzania, at the Half Moon.

Autumnal investment delivers Spring dividend

Before. And after!  

Reader Offer! 

See page 19
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Are these machines Ordinary?

DID you see these strange contraptions on their tour of local 
villages one Sunday morning in March?  From a distance it 
was difficult to make out.  Riders were high-up looking over 
the hedges, as if mounted on horses, but no horses under-
neath them!  How do they stay up there?  All was revealed 
when they dismounted for a break at Startops End.  Local 
cycling enthusiast David Jenkinson - smartly dressed in pe-
riod Victorian tweeds - had organised a ‘Tring ding-a-ling’ 
ride for members of The Pedallers Veteran Cycle Club.  
Starting from Long Marston, a dozen riders made their way 
to Marsworth, then on to Bulbourne, Ivinghoe, lunch at 
Cheddington and back to Long Marston.  With strong winds 
on a freezing cold day it must have taken some skill to stay 
in the saddle - and it is a long way down.

 David was riding one of the oldest machines, originally 
made in 1875, which he bought as a box of bits 25 years ago 
and re-built to look like new.  He has cycled more than 2,500 
miles on this machine sat on a saddle over 130 years old. 
Ouch.  In 1988 he took part in Australia’s bi-centenary cele-
brations, joining a veteran cycle ride from Melbourne to 
Sydney.  An arduous 700 miles, this took 15 days of hard 

riding.  It replicated a ride undertaken in 1888 to celebrate 
Australia’s centenary.

 Though popularly known as Penny-Farthing Cycles these 
machines are more correctly called Ordinary Cycles.  Be-
lieve it or not they were a huge improvement on their prede-
cessor, the Boneshaker (further explanation not required), 
and made cycling a popular pastime in Victorian society, 
also firmly establishing it as a sport.  Not an easy machine to 
master though, and the front wheel had to be specially made 
to fit your inside leg measurement as there is no means of 
adjustment for height.  These problems soon led to the in-
vention of the chain-driven bicycle with equal sized wheels -
a design which is still in use today.  The new machines were 
called Safety Cycles, hence the Penny-Farthing design be-
came the Ordinary Cycle.

 The Desford Lane PedallersVeteran Cycle Club welcomes 
all who are interested in early cycles.  They organise 
monthly rides and visits to other clubs in the UK and 
Europe. Their web site can be found at www.dlpvcc.co.uk.

David Jenkinson (2nd from left) with some of The Pedallers Veteran Cycle Club members at their morning coffee 
stop at Startops End.                                                                             (Picture: Village News with thanks to members of DLPVCC.)
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St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston
You are most welcome to join us at any

of these services.

1 April Palm Sunday
10.00am All Saints All Age Worship 

Meet at the War Memorial
5 April Maundy Thursday
8.00pm All Saints
6 April Good Friday

Walk of Witness
12 noon St Cross to
12.45pm All Saints then to St Mary’s
2.00pm St Mary’s Act of Worship
8 April Easter Day
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Family Communion
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion
15 April
10.00am St Peter and St Paul, Tring

Holy Communion
22 April
10.00am St Cross All Age Worship
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

and Sunday Club
3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong
29 April
10.00am St John the Baptist, Aldbury

Holy Communion

Guest Editor this month: Phil Buchi

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post:       27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE
Phone:    (01442) 890 599

Editorial Team 
Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew, 

Colin Moore, Jill Walker
Advertising Manager

Colette Bernard (01296) 661 172
Distribution Manager & Secretary
Carole Harrison (01296) 668 526
Finance Manager & Treasurer
John Harrison (01296) 668 526

Spring tides?

WITH so many articles in recent editions being water 
related, we are thinking of introducing a boating page to 
Village News.  All we need is a few old salts to put it 
together.  Any volunteers?  Maybe we could start a yacht 
club too!  Let's hope the tide subsides in time for the 
Wilstone Fete and Dog Show, this year on the later date 
of 9th June.  This year's medieval theme looks good fun, 
but all that water would spoil the costumes and rust the 
armour.  

Speaking of volunteers, I was delighted to get not just 
one, but two calls in response to my requestfor an addi-
tional editor to join our team.  Thank you to both.  Dis-
cussions are underway and I hope to be able to make an 
announcement soon.  Having a small team of editors has 
proved a sound policy as it spreads the load and brings  
greater variety to your village magazine.  If you would 
like to help in any way, come along to our AGM on 30th 
April - see page 8. No obligation, honest!

Phil Buchi
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Village News

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 
entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.  

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX.  01733 230800.

Deadline for items for our next edition 
(May) is Thursday 19th April 2007.

Your friends and relations all over the world can read 
Village News on-line.  Find us at: 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk and click ‘Local News’
www.wilstone.me.uk and click on ‘Village News’

St Mary’s Puttenham

Church services



  Village News

Page 4  Apr i l  2007

What’s on... 

Saturday 31 March
Band night at LM Village  Hall.
Sunday 1 April
Beetle Drive at LM Village Hall
Easter Monday 9 April
Easter Egg Hunt starting precisely at 10.30 am

   Wilstone village church garden
Easter Monday 9 April 
Cream teas at Wilstone village hall, 1pm to 4pm.
Tuesday 10 April
WI: Victorian jewellery & 19th century social history, 
8pm Long Marston village hall.
Wednesday 11 April
AGM Wilstone Village Church 7.30 pm
followed by AGM of “The Friends of St Cross”
Saturday 14 April
Jumble sale - Cecilia Hall.
Friday 27 April
Quiz night at Wilstone village hall, 8pm.
Elvis at Tring School, 8pm.
Saturday 28 April
Spring Bazaar, LM Victory Hall, 2pm - 4pm.
Quiz night and supper, 7pm - Cecilia Hall Puttenham
Haydn's Creation at Aldbury Church, 7.30pm.
Mentmore Races Night, 7.30pm.
Sunday 29 April
LM Tennis Club open afternoon, 2pm (see page7).
Tuesday 1 May
May Day, 6am, in St Mary's churchyard + breakfast. 
Monday 7 May
Aldbury Fair - All Saints Church bookstall.
Sunday 13 May 
1 day Minor Counties Cricket at Long Marston CC.
Saturday 9 June
Wilstone Village Fete & Dog Show.

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.
Wednesday 18 April, Puttenham Cecilia Hall
Wednesday 16 May, Long Marston village hall

Diary dates... EASTER EGG HUNT
MONDAY 9 APRIL
WILSTONE VILLAGE 
CHURCH GARDEN

STARTING AT 
PRECISELY 10.30 am
DON’T BE LATE!

PRIZES FOR WINNERS:
5 years and under,
6-9 years,
10 years and over,
AND A REWARD FOR EVERY ENTRANT.

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE
INCLUDING HOT CROSS BUNS

Tring Mobile Police Station 

Tring Community Police Team will be running a mobile 
police station surgery in the villages. 

Next scheduled visit is Thursday 26th April.

Long Marston 9 - 10am; Wilstone 10.15 - 11.00am; 
Puttenham 11.15 - 12.00 noon; Tring 1.00 - 4.00pm
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Friday 15 June
Coffee evening 7.30 pm, 67 Tring Road Wilstone,
in aid of village church.
Saturday 23 June
Midsummer Ramble.
Sunday 24 June
Wilstone Open Gardens.
Sunday 24 June
Children's bike ride.
Sunday 1 July
Family Games - Astrope.
Saturday 14 July
Fun Day, 2pm - 4pm, Wilstone village church garden.
Saturday 4 August
Long Marston Village Show.
Sunday 12 August
St. Mary's “Patronal Picnic".
Sunday 19 –Tuesday 21 August
3 day Minor Counties cricket at Long Marston, 11am.  
Saturday 1 September
Jumble sale - Puttenham.
Friday 7 September
Coffee evening 7.30 pm, 19 Tring Road Wilstone,
in aid of village church.
Monday 1 October
Flower arranging evening with Neil Gurney.
7.30 pm Wilstone Village Hall in aid of village church.
Saturday 6 October
Supper and Auction - Puttenham.
Tuesday 18 December
Carols around the tree

Wanted 
To Buy 

A field to graze our horses
Please phone 01296 662167

VICTORIAN 

JEWELLERY

AND THE SOCIAL 
HISTORY OF THE 
19TH CENTURY

TUESDAY APRIL 10TH

8pm LONG MARSTON 
VILLAGE HALL

The WI welcomes visitors to this talk.  
£2 including refreshments.
Telephone 01296 668314 if you need transport to the 
meeting.  Come and join us!

Wilstone Village Hall Committee
Presents

Quiz Night

Friday 27 April

At Wilstone Village Hall

First question at 8.00pm

Tickets £5 available from the village shop

Teams of 6

Bring your own drinks and nibbles

? ?

? ?
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What’s on…            continued 

Pub lunches and sandwiches served
Monday to Saturday

12 noon to 5pm 
Sunday lunch 12 noon to 5pm

The  

Queens Head 
Long Marston

Quiz night: 8pm first Sunday of the mo nth. 
01296 668368

w.w.w.thequeenshead.uk.net

Our Tapas Menu is now served 
Monday - Saturday, 6pm to 9pm

St John the Baptist Church, Aldbury
Saturday April 28th at 7.30pm

The Aldbury Singers
The Ivinghoe Singers and Friends with the Aldbury Orchestra

Haydn  - CREATION
Carol Whitehead,  Soprano

Geoffrey Huntingford,  Tenor
David Broom,  Bass

Conductor: Mary Knight
Retiring collection in aid of the Parish Project 'Habitat for Humanity'.

Concert will be repeated on Sunday 29 April in Ivinghoe Church, 7.30.

WILSTONE  GARDENS  
OPEN  DAY

SUNDAY 24 JUNE

Wilstone residents longing to get 
their hands on their trowels and 
garden implements, currently ly-
ing dormant in their greenhouses, 
and those who enjoy a bit of soil 
under the fingernails, take note:

SUNDAY  JUNE 24th

AFTERNOON
IS THE NEXT 

WILSTONE GARDENS 
OPEN DAY

 Contact Gill Glasser if you want to 
open your garden and join in all the fun. 

01442 890300

Mentmore Races Night 
with Fish and Chip Supper 

 
Saturday 28 April, 7.30pm 

 
Tickets £6 per person includes food 

Licensed Bar & Raffle 
 

Phone for tickets from Linda or Diane 
01296-661489 or 661141 

Proceeds to the Mentmore Village Hall 
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…anyone for tennis? 

We would like to invite you to our open afternoon
on Sunday 29th April 2007

• 2pm to 3pm - FREE kids' coaching session
• 3pm onwards - open, informal play for adults

Players of all standards are welcome at our club
� complete beginners
� 'rusty rackets'
� regular players
so please do join us for the afternoon

FREE membership 
until end of May plus two 

FREE coaching sessions for 
new members 

Interested? 
Then either:  
call Jane Dean  
on 01296 661950 for more 
information 
 
or just come along on 
the day.
The courts are on  
Cheddington Lane,  
Long Marston, HP23 4QP 

Our favourable membership rates
give access to:

• two courts and a clubhouse in an 
idyllic setting

• regular friendly tournaments and 
club sessions

• junior and adult coaching
• six league teams (men's, ladies’ 

and mixed)
• social membership of Long Marston 

Cricket Club
• above all a relaxed playing 
   environment

LONG MARSTON TENNIS CLUB
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Friends of  
Tring Reservoirs 

AGM 
Friday 13th April 2007 
7.30pm - Millennium Hall, Marsworth 

 
To be followed by a talk by 

John Wyatt 
Refreshments provided 

Village News AGM
The AGM of your village magazine will be held at 

All Saints Church, Long Marston on

30th April 2007, 8pm - 9pm.
There will be a discussion on developing Village 

News in the coming year and all contributors, dis-
tributors and readers are invited to attend. The room 
is 'no smoking' and we guarantee to finish by 9pm!

Enquiries: Carole Harrison, Secretary, 
01296 668526.

In brief...

Medieval theme for June 
Wilstone fete and dog show
THE Wilstone village fete and dog show will be taking place 
a little later this year in the hope of having better weather 
than in the previous few years. The new date is Saturday 9th

June and will still feature many of the old favourites, but 
this year will have a medieval theme with tents, animals, 
medieval costumes and performers helping to create the me-
dieval theme. There will be mini jousting for the children, 
jugglers and jesters, knights in costume, etc. Everybody will 
be encouraged to be in fancy dress and there will be a prize 
for the best child’s costume. 

Amongst the new features will be: Guess the weight of the 
sheep (in actual fact it will be Gary or Minty from Village 
News fame), a mega slide, and several others yet to be final-
ised. We are always looking for help on the day, so if you 
fancy helping out, (and you don’t have to be dressed up) 
please contact Colin Davenport at: 

colindavenport@btinternet.com or phone 01442 890713.

Roll up for skittles
Roll up for the skittles evening on Saturday 28th April, start-
ing with a buffet tea at 5pm in Bishop Wood School, Frog-
more Street, Tring.  It promises to be an enjoyable evening 
as well as benefitting the ongoing and much valued MU Lit-
eracy and Development Programme in Africa.

There is something for everyone, individuals, groups, fami-
lies and all ages. There will be skittle lanes hired for the eve-
ning; great fun to play and watch, with a team prize for the 
winners.  Four people is the maximum number for a team, 
and an amusing name for each team would go down well.  

There will be other fun things to do and keep you enter-
tained, quizzes such as Guessing the Object and a Giant 
Wordsearch, a Children's Storytelling Corner, children's and 
teenagers second hand bookstall, and, of course, a raffle.  
What we need is lots of people there to make it buzz.  

Tickets are priced at £5, but for children under 12 only £2. 
Tickets are available from Vanda Emery 01442 822300, 
Janet Ridgeway 01442 851303 or Margaret Wilson 01442 
890241.  With your support we will be raising money for our 
Tring Team Parish mission choice for March and April 
2007. Please come along.  Janet Ridgeway.

News from All Saints
 We have a few fund raising events coming up in the next 
few months so hope that you will be able to join us.
Firstly, our Beetle Drive is on Sunday 1st April at 3pm; eve-
ryone, young and old, are welcome to our fun afternoon.
On 7th May we are having a BOOK STALL at the Aldbury 
May Fair. Contributions of books will be welcome during 
the week prior to the event and we hope you will come and 
buy on the day.

In June we shall be supplying the refreshments at the Mars-
worth Steam Rally on 17th June. As usual there will be deli-
cious home made cakes and savouries and plenty of tea and 
coffee throughout the day. Any offers of help and/or dona-
tions of cakes would be welcome. Contact Carole Harrison 
on 01296 668526.

 We shall be decorating All Saints Church for Easter on 
Easter Saturday, 7th April at 10 am. Would you like to help 
us? Donations of greenery and flowers will be greatly appre-
ciated - thank you. Carole Harrison.
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Open 7 days 
Lower Icknield Way, Wilstone Green 

(01442) 828478 

Always a big selection of  
quality fresh vegetables.  

Extensive freezer selection too. 
Our own lamb and beef, and local venison.  

Top brand pet foods and animal feeds. 
Garden bird tables and bird food. 

 
And have a break with a great cappuccino in 

the Café and Gift Shop, set in the  
comfortable surroundings of our restored 

18th century barn.  
Toasted sandwiches, salads  
and ploughman's lunches. 

Need an evening out?  Come to 
the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu
Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!

My name is Holly Lishman, I am 12 years old and I live in Wilstone.

 I am raising money for elephants in Nairobi, Kenya! These elephants have all 
been orphaned at a young age due to poaching.

 The number of African elephants has dropped dramatically over the last 30 
years. 60% of all African elephants have been killed mainly by poaching over 
just 3 decades.  It is now up to us to help! 

 So, with my friend Melissa Aston from Marsworth I am walking the 12 miles 
from Woburn safari park to Whipsnade Zoo at the end of may this year, but we 
need your help, as our aim is to reach a total of £500. I will be coming around the 
village in the next few weeks and would be really grateful for any support you 
could give, however small.

 All the money we raise will go towards The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, 
as you may have seen on the TV series Elephant Diaries on BBC2 earlier this 
year.

 The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust helps elephants all over Africa who have 
been orphaned mainly due to poaching. The trust also helps the endangered 
Black Rhino and other endangered African species.

 Thank you very much for your support.    Holly.

Help me to help the baby elephants                  by Holly Lishman

Baby elephants are often orphaned by 
poaching and are unable to survive on 
their own.  Holly wants to help.
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Parish Council News         by Phil Buchi   

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques 
shop in Wilstone for 14 years, and are always 

happy to advise or help anyone interested in buy-
ing or selling antiques. To get in touch phone

01442 890990 or 07860 910034.
armsonantiques@ic24.net

Our website is up and running and updated regularly.
www.armsonantiques.com

We are frequently on the premises, but to view the 
stock a prior phone call is definitely 

recommended.

The Old Post Office
34 Tring Road

Wilstone, Nr Tring, Herts
HP23 4PB

AWJW SERVICES
All Garden Work Carried Out

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses
Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing 

All Types of Fencing and 
Gates Supplied and Erected

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping 
& Harrowing

Alan Winfield 
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane, 

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP.

Tel: 01296-668977  
Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333

Email: ivy-cott@supanet.com

Fully Insured. 
Established Over 20 Years.
New Inquiries Welcome.

Local MP tours villages
Local MP David Gauke (Hertfordshire South West) visited 
Tring Rural Parish on 9th March to see for himself the kind 
of issues that are of concern to local people and the work of 
the Parish Council.  Accompanied by Cllr Mike Tomlinson, 
Chairman of the Parish Council, Dacorum Cllr Derek Town-
send and three other parish councillors, he was given a tour 
of the villages lasting 1½ hours focusing on current issues.  
In Wilstone he saw the site under discussion for affordable 
housing, then viewed the wetlands of Gubblecote while ex-
periencing the state of our roads at Lukes Lane and Watery 
Lane, and viewing the school traffic problem at Long Mar-
ston.  

The party were able to spend some time at the airfield site 
and the opportunity was taken to brief Mr Gauke on the 
planning issues and unauthorised developments which were 
causing great concern to local residents.  Surprisingly, they 
were able to gain access to the  industrial site at the Ched-
dington Lane entrance and he was able to see the situation 
for himself.  Cllr Tomlinson said that he was pleased with 
the way the visit had gone, and the MP had offered to assist 
with a number of local issues - particularly the airfield devel-
opments - which would now be followed up.

Airfield appeal withdrawn
The appeal by Marsworth airfield operator Skim Milk Sup-
plies against the refusal of a 'certificate of lawful use' for 
their concrete crushing and storage operation has been with-
drawn.  Bucks County Council had set a date for the appeal 
hearing and asked for any further evidence to be submitted.  
Gubblecote resident Jill Finlan had a home video shot at the 
site over 10 years ago which showed the absence of stored 
rubble.  She provided it to the planning officers. As the basis 
of the application by Skim Milk Supplies Ltd was that the 
operation had been continuous for more than 10 years, this 
evidence may have had something to do with the change of 
heart.  We may never know.  The effectiveness of enforce-
ment action to implement the refusal will now be tested, no 
doubt.

Housing brief in preparation
Following the visit to the Parish Council in February by 
Colin Farrar, Dacorum's Head of Housing, Dacorum BC 
intend to prepare a development brief for affordable housing 
in Wilstone.  TRPC will be able to comment on this and to 
nominate members to take part in the selection process.
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The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 
A variety of eye treatments 

Gift vouchers available 

�New! Calgel nail system 
 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311
Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257
Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977
Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352
Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190
Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282
Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716
Mrs Kim Deathe  01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:
Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031

Parish Council website:  www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around:

Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . Wendover   
Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

Julie Nicholls 
Tel: 01296 660686 

Mobile: 07960 766418 
Julienicholls11@aol.com 

Handmade soft furnishings 
Supply & fitting service of tracks and poles  

Fabric advice & room design 

Villages awash (send more canoes)

Our correspondent (VN, Feb 07) may have underestimated 
the demand for her canoe hire business.
Much attention has been given to the water in Wingrave 
Road, Gubblecote, and drain clearance has improved the 
situation, but the source of the water is unaccounted for.  
Current explanation is that the unusually high tides are 
caused by natural springs and land drainage.  Elsewhere 
flooding has been evident in fields by Wilstone, and the 
canal has overflowed into fields at Puttenham. British 
Waterways say it is not them (see page 21).  Everyone 
agrees on one thing though - it has been raining a lot.

Youth plan action
Following a visit to the Council by Herts Youth Officer 
Herman Williams, councillors agreed to contact the well-
established Tring Youth Council for some advice on how to 
proceed in establishing local needs.  They will also see if 
they can get the special youth activity bus to visit the vil-
lages on a pre-arranged date.  This bus offers a wide range 
of activities to young people for a day or half-day.

Budget for 2007/2008 confimed
Dacorum BC have confirmed the 2007/2008 budget for 
Tring Rural Parish Council as £12,824.  

This is the sum bid for in the budget submissions last year.  
The money is available in April. 
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Tales from Tringford Farm           by Gary and Minty  

OUR activities this month have been mainly restricted to 
around the yard and stables because of the appalling wet 
weather which has made the fields so wet and soggy.  Mind 
you, that doesn’t affect our feathered friends the ducks;  they 
are completely at home in these conditions.  That is evident 
when they all pile out of the duck house in the mornings, 
making an awful noise, on their way for an early bath.  Four 
of Mrs Black Call Duck’s ducklings have made it through to 
the juvenile stage – they thoroughly enjoy themselves dash-
ing about the orchard and diving into the pond.  My how 
they have grown in the month, two are nearly as big as mum 
whilst the other two are not far behind.  Now they are grow-
ing their adult feathers you can see there will be three white 
ones like dad and only the one like mum.  It won’t be long 
before we see them flying around the orchard and fields like 
the other Call Ducks.

 To continue with last month’s injury list we have to admit to 
causing a bit of aggro ourselves.  It all started with that 
Scruffy Ed and his craze for playing football.  He decided 
we needed a bit of a shake-up when we were all laying 
around chewing the cud one morning.  So in he comes under 
the bars with his ball and then stands there looking at us and 
nudging the ball towards us while he is doing that silly cock-
ing his head from side to side, just like he does when hu-
mans are talking to him – he has even got Bertie the Yorky 
doing it now.  Actually Ed is Bertie’s big hero really because 
he copies everything Ed does, and runs up to him in the 
morning to give him a few kisses much to Ed’s disdain.

 Anyway we digress, where were we?  Ah yes, Ed nudging 
his ball at us.  Well Mo and Alfie, the two young ones, are 
not much interested as they know what he is like because 
they shared a bed with him and ran about Bo-Peep’s house 
together when they were young little lambs without a mum.  
So it was down to us to take up the challenge, that is Minty 
and me, Gary, to butt the ball about.  This was OK for a few 
rounds until, in one of my charges onto the ball, I missed and 
butted my head against the wall causing me to have a bump 
and a cut head.  Meanwhile Minty had chased Ed out of the 
pen and caught him on one of his 
rear legs causing him to limp off 
injured yelping ‘foul’. That fin-
ished our entertainment for the 
day but no doubt he will be back 
if he can’t get any humans to 
play ball with him.

 Our other injury this month was 
with Miss Nina again.  Now she 
was roaring fit and ready to go at 
any jumps in front of her when 
she went off to a cross country 
schooling day at her riding club.  
This all went to plan with her 
having a good school report for 

her determination and effort over the various logs, hedges 
and ditches.  In the following week she developed a touch of 
‘mud fever’ in one of her rear feet, that is swelling and heat 
in the foot which comes from an infection which gets into 
the foot via a cut.  This she had achieved by ‘knocking into 
herself’, i.e. front foot hitting rear foot when jumping and 
then traipsing through all the muck and gunge on the track.  
That meant more antibiotics and stable rest, but now she is 
OK again ready for her next outing.

 Whilst Nina was confined to the yard Bo-Peep let her and 
Po out together alongside our pen.  It was so touching to see 
them wandering about together, inspecting each other’s sta-
bles and then having a grooming session with their day rugs 
off.  Especially for Po because, with his age related stiffness, 
he just can’t reach some of his itchy spots so Nina took care 
of them, nibbling away at his underside and under his legs, 
like you humans having your underarm pit itched.  Po dis-
played a look of ecstasy on his face just like Minty when he 
gets somebody to scratch his back for him.

The scoop of the month is for 
Rodney our handsome Cockerel.  
We heard him called the Kellogg 
Cockerel because he looks like 
the one on the cornflake packets.  
A little background before the 
main story then.  He came to us 
from ‘down west’, ie the West 
Country and immediately took 
over as King Cockerel in the 
chicken pen.  He is really a chau-
vinist and selected his harem 
leaving the odd hen to the other 
two cockerels, his girls following 

(Continued on page 14)

The rather splendid Rodney, the cornflake cockerel.
(Picture: Bo-Peep.)

Miss Nina jumps clear, with Bo-Peep in the saddle.
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A.J.Waring
Carpentry Services

Fully Qualified Local Carpenter
All aspects of commercial

& domestic carpentry considered

  Get someone else to do all those jobs
   you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages!

Phone Andy
(01525) 240691

Your local and friendly private hire taxis

Do you like good quality service with a difference?
Door opening, escorted umbrella service and uniformed drivers

Do you require a taxi for long and short journeys?
We serve ALL airports/seaports and local villages

Business/private accounts welcome
For more information visit our web site:  www.ecocabs2go.co.uk

To book or for a quote on a chauffer style taxi call:
01296 661999

WALKING & WORKING STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 
Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

www.wilstonesticks.com 

4D BUILDING 
SERVICES 

Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments
All aspects of building

 Tel: 01442 826932            Mob: 07778 482970

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE,  
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,HEDGE 
CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING  

AND MUCH MORE. 
FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK DONE WELL 

CONTACT 
Owen Slater 07894 389461 

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 
Carpets - Oriental Rugs - Upholstery 

 

High quality professional service 
Domestic and commercial 

Excellent value    Fully insured 
Free consultation and quote 

References available 
 

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795 

SARAH BUTTARS & COMPANY
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALIST

Friendly, competitive, local help and advice with:   
Statutory Accounts

                  Management Accounts
                  Budgets and Cash flows

Bookkeeping, VAT, Payroll
CIS, Corporation Tax Returns
Personal Tax Returns
Tax Planning

Brensham Cottage
Malting Lane
Aldbury
HERTS
HP23 5RH

Phone: 
01442 851962
Fax: 01442 851962
E-mail: 
info@sarahbuttars.co.uk

T & S TREECARE

All trees lopped, pruned or felled.  
All hedges shaped, pruned or removed.
We also do turfing, grass cutting 
and fencing.
All garden rubbish removed.

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE

Tel 01296 662167



  Village News

Page 14  Apr i l  2007

him all over the place doing as they are told.  Bo-Peep has 
christened them the Conservative Club, or Con Club for 
short, as they sit around in a huddle and keep all the others 
out of their group;  very set in their ways.  When the new 
youngsters joined the flock they also were kept at bay until 
one day there was a call for a cockerel and six pullets for a 
film shoot at Shepperton Studios.  Rodney and the Black 
Rocs were selected and since then the pandering is pathetic.  
Rodney stands around and the youngsters are all around 
him preening him and giving soft little pecks to his beak 
and wattles while the poor old Con Club watch and wonder 
‘what’s it all about’!!

 The film details will have to be a story for next month as 
the dear old Editor will be scratching around for space.  
Oops!! Have forgotten the maternity news for Geraldine the 
donkey.  Yes everything is OK there with her gaining an-
other 1½̋ around the tummy.

 So until then folks, Bah Bah for now.  

Minty and Gary

(Continued from page 12)

Tales from Tringford Farm  
by Gary and Minty (the sheep) continued. 

TV's Dog Borstal comes home                    by Fran Flowerdew

Chip (a poodle cross), and Bob (a Jack Russell), are resi-
dents of Wilstone.  They love living here and life is full of 
fun and adventure.  So much so, in fact, that when out walk-
ing they sometimes get carried away with excitement and 
forget to come back when called by their owners, Caroline 
and Ann.  Recently,  Chip was having so much fun that re-

turning to Ann's 
call was the last 
thing on his mind.  
He got himself 
into trouble, big 
trouble.  The 
gauntlet had been 
thrown down so 
clearly, it was 
time to call in the 
experts...

Ann and Caroline 
h a d  e n j o ye d 
watching the 
transformation of 
many a rogue dog 
on Dog Borstal.  
Surely Chip and 
Bob wouldn't be 

impossible students for them?  
Surely Chip and Bob could be 
transformed into obedient 
characters and still keep their 
fun personalities?  After some 
research they discovered that 
Lynne Davies, one of the 
three trainers on the pro-
gramme, lived in Redbourn so an appointment was made.  

Lynne is passionate about dogs, well-behaved dogs that is 
and firmly believes all dogs can be trained.  She has special-
ised in behaviour cases for a few years now and recognises 
that success requires a combination of proper handling 
(training the owner), setting expectations (training the dog) 
and managing the environment (diet, home, etc.)

Lynne arrived at Chip and Bob's home and spent a couple of 
hours giving them and their owners the once over, setting a 
training regime for them and planning future sessions.  Ann 
and Caroline are aware that training takes time and that it 
may be a while before they are fully reformed characters, but 
hopefully next time I report on the loveable Chip and Bob it 
will be to tell you what model Wilstone Residents they are!

Bob and Chip - dreadful duo?

TV's Lynne Davies
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THE FRIENDS OF PUTTENHAM CHURCH

JUMBLE SALE
Saturday 14th April

2p.m. Cecilia Hall Puttenham
Please bring any items of jumble to the hall. We shall be sorting from Tuesday 10 April. Any offers of 

help with sorting, or to help on the day, are always welcome. Tel Christine 01296 668337. 

THE PUTTENHAM TRUST

BANGERS & MASH  -  QUIZ NIGHT & SUPPER
28th  April  – Cecilia Hall - 7 p.m. for 7.30 p.m.

B.Y.O drink and glass

£7.50 per person:£40 for pre-booked teams of 6
Booking: Tel 01296 668337 or 668267

Your quiz master will be Toby whose quizzes are legendary!

The Puttenham Page                       by Christine Rutter 

PSA – May 6th – 3p.m
Yet another “Pleasant Sunday Afternoon”

The theme for this month’s performance is: “Three Score Plus : in Age and Time”
Followed by light refreshments

If you haven’t come to a PSA before – please try it!

MAY-DAY

6 A.M. St. Mary’s Churchyard

followed by Breakfast in Cecilia Hall

The one day of the year to make an 
early-rising and join us listening to the 

Ridgeway Corral singing in 1st May from 
the top of St. Mary’s Tower. 

EASTER
Our GOOD FRIDAY WALK THROUGH 

THE VILLAGES, starting from St.Cross, Wil-
stone at 12 noon, we erect a large cross and walk 

to All Saints, Long Marston, where the second 
cross is erected, then on to St. Mary’s 

Puttenham, to erect the third cross.  

At 2 p.m. there will be a service in St. Mary’s.  
PLEASE JOIN US, for part or all of the 
EASTER WALK OF WITNESS.
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Cyril (Tubby) Edmonds: ploughing and bowls champion
         April 1927 - February 2007                                                                                by David Mead

Tubby Edmonds was a Wilstone man, born into a large fam-
ily in New Road when I believe in the 1930s things were 
tough.  He learnt his three Rs in Wilstone School under Miss 
Woodman and Miss Vessey, where the ruler across the 
knuckles may have been needed.  Anyway I don’t expect he 
objected to being taken out of class to take the farm horses 
down to Mr. Bethel the blacksmith in Long Marston.  A very 
small boy on a very large horse.  From that time on he fre-
quently came up to Wilstone Great Farm where he would 
seek out Bert Webb and sitting on the mudguard of the old 
Standard Fordson tractor 
he would learn the skills of 
ploughing, cultivating, 
drilling and harvesting. 

 If you had a bike as a 
teenager there were places 
to visit.  He used to tell of 
a ditch, found after visiting 
the Stag at Mentmore.  
Whatever happened the 
night before Tubby was 
always at work at 7 
o’clock next morning.  
Ivinghoe was well within 
his range where he courted 
Ethel, he was quite the 
gentleman presenting flow-
ers.  He eventually pro-
posed and they married in 
1951 living in 27 New Road. Tubby did own a motorbike. 
I rode pillion on one occasion. Once was enough.

 With Bert’s guidance and Tubby’s determination he became 

a keen gardener, winning prizes for his allotment, his home 
garden and in various classes in the village shows.
I have a lasting memory of Tubby baling barley straw, a 
baking hot day, stripped to the waist, covered in itching dust.  
He looked up from sorting out the knotter - “A bit of help is 
worth a lot of pity,” one of his favourite sayings.  If at 5 
o’clock the job was not quite done he would battle on and 
finish. After all the hard work of harvest came the ploughing 
matches, and after the matches came the ploughman’s sup-
per where Tubby’s prizes would be presented.  After that 

there would be suitable 
entertainment. With a little 
encouragement Tubby 
would be on the stage; to 
much cheering he would 
set fire to the hairs on his 
chest!

 He used his determination 
to good effect at Tring 
Bowls Club where he and 
Ethel were very successful.  
I hope Ethel’s hand will 
allow her to play again this 
summer. Even after retire-
ment Tubby would come 
up to the farm, marvel at 
the size of the tractors and 
ask when certain jobs were 
going to be done. 

 Chris will have to plough a straight furrow in the Black-
horse field - I have a feeling Tubby will be watching.  Rest 
in peace Tub, you will be remembered. 

The funeral cortège, led by a tractor from the farm on which 
he spent his working life.                               (Picture: Colin Moore)

Obituary

Tubby A poem by David H Weeks

He ploughed the furrow this way and that, 

Till the field he was ploughing was almost flat.

He gathered the harvest with utmost skill, 

Then took the grain to Glasser’s Mill. 

He cut the hedges and dug the ditches,

He then went home with dirty britches.

He now guards the Orchard by day and night, 

So my scrumping days are over for fear of a fright. 

 Only good memories.  DHW.
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS 
have moved to new business premises. 

All mechanical repairs 
Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned - 
 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site - welding -  
breakdowns - wheels balanced - 

tyres - batteries - exhausts.  
 

Fuel injection  
service. 

 

Phone or fax: 01296 662280
Mobile: 07860 847328

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate, 
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.
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CARPET CLEANING
Call

ANTHONY LAWRENCE
19 Tring Road

Wilstone
Tring,Herts
HP23 4NU

01442 824250

MAN WITH A VAN! 
Nationwide collection & delivery service 

 

Anything considered e.g. 
student moves, small house moves etc. 

 
7 days a week 
01296 427182 
07770 237745 

ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

LTD

�ADDITIONAL SOCKETS TO FULL RE-WIRES
�REPLACEMENT CONSUMER UNITS (FUSE BOX)
�STORAGE HEATER INSTALLATIONS & SERVICING
�SHOWER & IMMERSION HEATER INSTALLATIONS 

AND REPAIRS
�OUTSIDE LIGHTING
�LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING
�SHED, GARAGE AND POND SUPPLIES
�ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL FAULT FINDING
�ELECTRICAL TESTING AND INSPECTION
�PART "P" APPROVED
�FREE ESTIMATES

01296 – 712776    MOBILES... 07966 – 309846
01582 – 668698                           07967 - 751001 

E-Mail... Dcelectricalltd@aol.com
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To rent: Menorca Apartment 

Beautiful apartment with magnificent views that 
sleeps 6 (1dble, 1twin, 1bunk) with 2 bath-

rooms. Large terrace to front & private garden, 
for BBQs, to rear. It also has a lovely pool set in 

landscaped gardens.
Village rates.

Contact: Shanne & Bryan Roberts 
01442 890 901

bryan-shanne@tiscali.co.uk

London Marathon entry 
for Nikki Burgess

Su Doku Corner   by Colin Moore

Give your brain a work out. Fill in the grid so that every 
column, row and 3x3 box contains only the digits 1 to 9. 

No 21: Difficult

LONG distance runner Nikki Burgess, from The Mill, has 
gained an entry in the 2007 London Marathon to be run on 
22nd April.  An experienced Marathon and Half-Marathon 
runner, Nikki has raised thousands of pounds for charities in 
the past and this year is seeking sponsorship for her running 
efforts in aid of two charities; the NSPCC and Youth in 
Need, Tanzania.

She would very much appreciate your sponsorship in aid of 
these two excellent charities, so look out for the sponsorship 
forms.  Or you can contact her direct on 07770 507714.

Friends of Long Marston School: draw results

February: 1st prize £15 -  Ticket No. 35   B Evans
                 2nd prize £10 -  Ticket No. 2   Susan Burgess

March: 1st prize £15 - Ticket No. 12        Sue Cook
            2nd prize £10 - Ticket No. 14       Jaki Beech

To join the draw ring the school on  01296 668386.
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Local business feature by Fran Flowerdew 

Change your image...                  Lonestar Design

WE best know Phil Madley, a Wilstone  resident for the past 10 years, as one 
of our local artists.  He paints using encaustic wax and various heating imple-
ments, exhibiting mainly in Herts and Bucks and opening his studio twice a 
year for OPEN STUDIOS (June and September).  See www.philmadley.com.   
However, Phil has another string to his bow…

 He specialises in corporate identities and logos and runs his own company 
called Lonestar Design.  Phil has been in the image business for over 20 years 
with a background in advertising, design, art direction, print, photography, 
publishing and sales promotion.   His experience includes working for a large 
range of companies both in terms of business and size, from Blue Chip to 
start-ups.  

 Phil began his career many years ago as a trainee graphic designer working 
for the Road Transport Industry Training Board, but eventually attained the 
position of Creative Director for a large sales promotion agency in Wembley.  
He set up Lonestar Design back in 1992.

 Phil strongly believes that a company’s corporate identity is the standard or 
flag that it stands by.  He says that when it comes to corporate identity the 
most important element is the idea and that’s where he comes in.  So if your 
corporate identity or logo needs replacing, updating or originating, perhaps 
Phil is the man to talk to.

Oh and by the way – why is the business called Lonestar Design?
“Well”, says Phil with a smile,  “It's situated very close to the Half Moon!!”

If you would like your local business featured in Village News, contact the editor (see page 3).

Phil Madley of Lonestar Design. 
Call him on 01442 822398 or see his website
www.lonestardesign.co.uk

Complimentary tickets for "Antiques for Everyone" fair! 

12th - 15th April, NEC Birmingham               
Exclusive offer for Village News readers               

Here is an exclusive reader offer  from local business 
Michael Armson Antiques!

Diane and Mike of Michael Armson Antiques will be exhib-
iting at the ‘Antiques for Everyone’ fair and would be de-
lighted to see any local residents at the event.  

The fair is being held at the NEC Birmingham on 12, 13, 14 
and 15th April.  They can also help with deliveries if you 
make a significant purchase at the fair.  This antiques fair is 
one of the largest shows outside London and has in the re-
gion of 600 exhibitors. 

There is a wide range of quality goods on show and quite a 
few bargains to be had.  The fair is vetted by a committee of 
experts which includes... Michael Armson. 

 If you would like to accept their offer of complimentary 
tickets, drop them an email or come to the Antiques Shop in 
Wilstone.  Email: armsonantiques@tiscali.co.uk
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium         Secondary   Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Established 200 years

K.Y.GREEN
Independent Funeral Directors

Monumental Masons

29 Cambridge Street,
Aylesbury, Bucks. 

HP20 1RP

For personal attention and advice phone

01296 – 482041
24 Hour Emergency Service

Private Chapel of Rest
Marsh Road, Little Kimble.

Golden Charter
Pre-payment Plans Available

Please contact us, without obligation,
for your free brochure

“Rose Cottage” Kennels and  
Cattery, Wingrave.

26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are en-
joying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise 
paddocks. Personal attention at all times. 

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on
(01296) 681306

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters.

Fully insured.
Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 

and other small animals.
Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS 
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
 

SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

J B Services 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance  

rubbish clearance 
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 
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On the subject of  water, water everywhere (various articles 
in past editions of Village News) Colin Davenport recently 
wrote to British Waterways.  His letter and the reply from 
BW are reproduced here.

Letter to British Waterways , South East Office.

As a result of the recent work carried out on the Wilstone 
reservoir near Tring, has anybody - a surveyor or similar -
looked at the effects of the work that was carried out, par-
ticularly on the fields between the reservoir and the Grand 
Union Canal at the far end of Wilstone?

It appears to me that the water level on the reservoir has 
been lowered by approximately 30cms (the difference be-
tween the old overflow level at the far end and the recent 
work that has been carried out at the central point) which has 
resulted in the fields at the back of Wilstone being flooded. I 
fully appreciate that over the last few weeks the rainfall in 
the area has been well above average but the streams and 
ditches in the area have been unable to cope with the addi-
tional volume of water which has been released. No mainte-
nance was carried out on the streams and ditches prior to the 
increased volume of water being released resulting in flood-
ing of these fields such as nobody in the area has ever seen 
before. I would appreciate hearing from you with an assur-
ance that somebody has (or will) look at the current state of 
these fields as a matter of urgency before the water en-
croaches towards the residential properties in the village.

May I suggest that you look at www.tringruralpc.org.uk   
then click on ‘our parish’ then ‘local news’ then 'Mar07’ 
page 22? The term “meandering as the Gudgeon stream” is 
perhaps a little understated!

Colin N. Davenport 
Chairman of Village Hall Committee
Joint Editor of Village News

And the reply from Mr Nigel Taylor, BW South East

Dear Mr Davenport

Thank you for your email of the 4th March. My role within 
British Waterways is to manage water control and the reser-
voirs in the South East. I have spoken to a number of people 
regarding the works at Wilstone, and your concerns, and can 
confirm the following;

• All of our reservoirs are independently inspected 
every 10 years by a specialist national chartered reservoir 
engineer whose responsibility it is to check that British Wa-
terways is meeting its statutory requirements of the 1975 
reservoirs act. Following a recent inspection of Wilstone 
reservoir, works were identified to improve the design of the 
existing weir and discharge arrangements. The original plan 
was to construct a new weir on the site of the old one. 

Unfortunately due to land issues we were unable to access 
this area and have had to build a new weir at its current   
location.

• The new weir is designed to discharge the same vol-
ume of water as the original and I can confirm that it has not 
been lowered by 30cms. 
• The flow regime from the reservoir has not changed 
due to the installation of the new weir. 
• During the last few weeks rainfall has been high. I 
have included below an extract from the Environment 
Agency Thames region hydrological summary.

Rainfall summary
(I am sorry that we are unable to reproduce here the graph supplied . Ed)

"February was another month with above Long Term Aver-
age (LTA) rainfall across the area. The past 7months have 
seen rainfall close to or above average rainfall. The first 
week of February was dry with allcatchments receiving no 
rainfall. The snow that fell on the 7th and 8th of the month 
marked a change inFebruary’s weather with persistent and 
often heavy rain. Rainfall was greatest in the 2nd and 4th 
weeks ofFebruary with an average of 33 and 36 mm respec-
tively. The highest rainfall total as a percentage of the
LTA was in the Cherwell catchment with over double the 
LTA rainfall at 216%; the lowest rainfall total was inthe 
west Cotswolds with 63 mm or 115% of the LTA."

• British Waterways boundary is 18 meters from the toe 
of the embankment just before the road. It is the responsibil-
ity of the Riparian landowners to maintain the bed and banks 
of the watercourse (Gudgeon Stream) and pass on flow with-
out obstruction.

I hope this information is of use to you and if I can be of 
any further assistance please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Nigel Taylor, 
Water Technician, South East Waterways.

Waterways works: more canoes needed   from Colin Davenport

Is this new outflow to blame?  Or has it just been raining a lot?
(Picture: Colin Moore)
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CRUFTS came round again, all those pampered pooches 
lovingly presented, not a rat caught by any of them! I am 
reminded of a day in the 1940s.  Mother took us to a sort of 
show at Drayton House.  There were Cossacks leaping on 
and off horses, very clever stuff.  We had a go on our bikes 
when we got home.  Anyway, I was lifted up to look over a 
stable door, there on some straw in a corner was a collie 
bitch with a littler of pups, 
which were for sale.  

With a lot of persuading 
mother relented.  10/- (ten 
shillings) was a lot of money 
and what would Father say?  
“What is that thing?” was as 
bad as it got.  Mick had ar-
rived, a mottled black and 
grey collie cross with a wall-
eye.  He was soon accepted -
Mickey Methuselah Mead 
became a firm favourite, a 
wonderful farm dog.  A 
Crufts dog he was not.  Mr 
Ross who lived in the farm-
house and had lived in Af-
rica, when confronted by 
Mick at the garden gate sug-
gested his father was a 
hyena. 

 He went everywhere with us.  When we checked the cattle 
at Gamnel he would run beside the car as we came home, 

cutting across the fields to arrive home as we did. 

On one occasion he was looking down the farm road when 
this figure in uniform appeared on bicycle.  The District 
Nurse was pedalling off to her next patient.  The nurse was 
shaken but not hurt, unfortunately father had to buy a new 
pair of boots.

 When in middle age Mick 
had to have an ear opera-
tion at the vets in Leighton 
Buzzard, Mother had a 
phone call.  Mick had 
jumped a six foot fence 
and escaped.  For 3 days 
Mother  and Father 
searched.  He had been 
seen in Slapton, he was 
heading in the right direc-
tion, the dirty bandage still 
round his neck.  On the 
fourth day they set out for 
one final look.  There be-
side the road was this be-
draggled and muddy ani-
mal.  Mick was home, 
bathed and pampered and 
fed. 

 He ran beside the car again, caught more rabbits, and slept 
on Father’s lap.  We have always had dogs but Mick was a 
bit special, a hero, a supreme champion.

Real farm dogs of today.  Poppy (left) and Minty arrange 
themselves for the special photo-shoot.  Next year - Crufts.

Crufts, and Mick the supreme farm champion

Tring butterfly exhibition gets 'top five' Times review by Margaret Noakes

Exhibition at the Natural History Museum 
Tring

March 10th-April 22nd 2007
‘Bright Wings of Summer’

 ‘Discover the wonder and importance of our butterflies and 
moths and what we can do to ensure their future in a drasti-
cally changing landscape. This exhibition is mounted by the 
Herts & Middx  branch of Butterfly Conservation’

 This is the first ever butterfly exhibition to be held in Tring 
and has particular significance because of Walter Roths-
child’s interest in butterflies and moths and the fact that his 

niece, Dr Miriam Rothschild was, until her death 2 years 
ago, a Vice President of Butterfly Conservation. She loved 
Tring and would have been delighted that this aspect of natu-
ral history is being highlighted in 2007.

 The exhibition will be suitable for all ages with a quiz for 
children over the age of 7 years.  There will be an evening 
talk on April 19th at the museum. Newly published leaflets 
about the reserve will be available as well as books, reports 
and plenty of information about the subject.

 It should be fun for everybody and a review in The Times 
put it in the top five small exhibitions in the country.  Do 
come and enjoy being taken into a special world.        

The agricultural story line...                       by David Mead
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What’s the recipe today, Jane?   

Pork á la  
Normand 

Jane says:  This recipe makes the mouth water – cooking the pork in the 
cider keeps it moist and succulent.

What you need;

1tbsp sunflower oil
4 pork loin chops
8 shallots, peeled and halved
8 sprigs fresh tarragon
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
approx. ½ pint (300ml) dry cider
2 red apples, peeled, cored and thickly sliced
30g carton crème fraiche ( full fat )
2 tsp cornflour
¼ tsp English mustard powder

What you do;

1. Heat oil and fry the chops for approx 1 min. browning them all over.
2. Add shallots and fry for 2-3 mins., then add 4 tarragon sprigs. Season.
3. Pour in enough cider to cover the meat. Cover and cook over a low heat 
for 15 -20 mins until cooked through.
4. Remove chops and keep warm.
5. Add the apples to the pan and cook for 2-3 mins. Stir in the crème fraiche.
6. Mix the cornflour and mustard powder with 2 tbsp water and stir into the 
sauce until thickened.
Serve each chop with pieces of apple and the sauce poured over. Garnish with 
remaining tarragon and serve with potatoes boulangere (see below for recipe).

Potatoes boulangere 
 
You need 2lbs (900g) potatoes, 1 large onion, ¼ pint (150ml) hot stock, ¼ 
pint (150ml ) milk, 2oz (50g ) butter,+ extra for buttering the dish, salt & 
freshly milled black pepper.

Liberally butter a shallow baking dish. Peel the potatoes and slice quite 
thinly. Peel onion and chop finely. Arrange the potatoes in layers with   
onion sprinkled between each layer. Finish with a layer of potatoes.      
Season. Pour in the milk and stock and dot with butter. 

Bake in a pre heated oven 350F 180C gas 4 for 45 mins when potatoes 
should be cooked and the top golden.

by Jane Kelly 



  Village News

 Apr i l  2007Page 24

Problem with your windows? 
 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
 can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 
01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our new window cleaning service

Just call 07875 534780 for more details

Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

AZURE POOLS 
& HOT TUBS

Your local dealer for
� SWIMMING POOLS
� SAFETY COVERS

� POOL ENCLOSURES
� POOL & SPA CHEMICALS 

(we deliver to you-same day service available)
� HOTTUBS 
� SAUNAS

WHY NOT COME AND TRY A SPA OR 
SAUNA IN OUR LUXURY LOCAL 

SHOWROOM
(private sessions by appointment)

WHETHER YOU JUST NEED FRIENDLY 
ADVICE, SALES OR SERVICE 

CONTACT US!

01525 223127 or 07957424106

or visit us at
UNIT 10 SPARROW HALL FARM BUSINESS PARK
LEIGHTON HALL RD, EDLESBOROUGH, LU6 2ES
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Local names and numbers 
Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)
PC Brian Rutt                         0845 33 00 222
PCSO Emma Lennox             0845 33 00 222

Fly-tipping reports
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228 666
Call the police if you see the crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337
Beavers
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Brownies
Allyson Alford                        01442 890705
Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096
Guides
Michelle Hall 01442 890149
Scouts
David Colvin 01442 381544
Horticultural Society
John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev’d Frank Mercurio               01442 822170
Team Vicars
Rev’d Huw Bellis                      01442 851200
Rev’d Martin Macdonald          01442 384953
Churchwardens
Long Marston All Saints:
Neil Brown       01442 825956
Angus Munday                        01296 660303
Wilstone St. Cross:
Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Puttenham St Marys:
Christine Rutter 01296 668337
John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch)         01442 381793 & 824593
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade                             01442 824138
Village Warden
Colin Reedman                        01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall
Colette Bernard 01296 661172
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Alison Munt                            01296 662282
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054
Long Marston School 01296 668386
Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke                         020 7219 4459
Or to make an appointment call 01923 771781

Pet Dog Training
Ann Clarke     01296 624330
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272
Whitchurch Morris Men         
Richard Moorhouse              01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall
Colin Reedman     01442 822031
Wilstone Toddlers
Kerie Ivory                            01442 822117
Women’s Institute
Pam Edmonds                        01296 661370

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have 
delivered this Village News to every home in 
the parish. Distribution enquiries to: 

Carole Harrison,  01296 668 526 

Village News 
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, Astrope, 
Little Tring, Gubblecote, Startops End.

Your editor for May will be:
Colin Davenport
01442 890713
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Our Advertising Manager is:
Colette Bernard
01296 661172

Deadline for next month is
Thursday 19th April   
for the May edition, 
published on 1st May 2007.

We are on line at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on local news)
www.wilstone.me.com (Click on Village News)
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From the Vicarage…         by Rev’d  Martin Macdonald

Time for a sabbatical 
Victoria and I are taking a long overdue sabbatical during 
this summer. We are planning to spend time on our narrow 
boat ‘Blake’ and cruise the British waterways covering as 
much or as little of the canal system as we are able. One of 
the delights of living on the boat is that each day we can 
choose whether we move or whether we stay where we are. 

 The purpose of a sabbatical is to create time out from work 
to be able to pursue other interests or to give space to sit, to 
think, to pray, to read and to recharge the batteries. The word 
sabbatical comes from the Hebrew verb shavat, which liter-
ally means ‘to cease’, or shev which means ‘sit’. This is also 
where the word Sabbath comes from which is generally 
translated as ‘rest’ or a ‘period of rest’. A more literal trans-
lation would be ‘ceasing’, with the implication of ‘ceasing 
from work’. This is where one of the ten commandments 
from the Old Testament ‘to rest on the seventh day’ comes 
from and why we have a rest day from work on Sundays 
(although many people now find it difficult to avoid working 
on Sundays).

 The idea of spending time away from work and away from 
the crowds also has Biblical precedents. There are many 
examples in the Gospels of Jesus spending time alone on 
mountains or in desert places to be quiet, to pray and to 
spend time listening to God.  One of my objectives during 
this sabbatical is to create space and time to do just that and 
to explore where, or on what path, my future ministry might 
go.

 We will be away from the Parish from 16 April and will be 
back on the 17 September refreshed and renewed and proba-
bly a lot fitter. During our absence, please refer any queries 
to the Rector: Frank Mercurio on 01442 822170 or the Team 
Vicar: Huw Bellis 01442 851200 or Mike Watkin on 01442 
890407, who works with me at St Cross in Wilstone. 

 If you pass or see the boat while we are on our travels, do 
drop in and have a cup of tea – we would be pleased to see 
you and we look forward to returning to work in the Team in 
September.                       Reverend Martin Macdonald

Narrow boat 'Blake' with Rev'd Martin Macdonald in the distance at the helm.  Look out for them around the UK! 

Palm Sunday procession at Long Marston
We will meet at the war memorial in Long Marston to begin 
the service and have our palms blessed. Then we will proc-
ess to All Saints church for a Family Service. Traditionally 
on Palm Sunday we read the whole of the Passion Story (the 
part of the Gospel which is about the last supper, the betrayal 
of Jesus, his arrest, trial and crucifixion). At this service we 
will use the Miracle Maker to show this part of the story. 
It is suitable for both adults and children.

Maundy Thursday service for all the villages
An evening service for the three villages at All Saints’ Long 
Marston to celebrate the last supper which Jesus held with 
his disciples before he was arrested. During the service there 
is the opportunity to have your feet washed following the 
example of Jesus. The service concludes with a vigil until  
10 pm for those who wish to stay.

Good Friday Walk of Witness
There will be a walk of witness starting at St Cross Wilstone 
at 12 noon, moving to All Saints, Long Marston and finish-
ing at St Mary’s, Puttenham with a short time of prayer out-
side each of the churches. At 2.00pm there will be an act of 
worship at St Mary’s as we recall the events of Good Friday 
2000 years ago.

Easter Day—Alleluia! Christ is risen!
There will be the following services on Easter Day as we 
celebrate Jesus Christ rising from the dead.
8.15 am. Holy Communion St Mary’s, Puttenham
10 am. Family Communion  All Saints, Long Marston
6.30pm.Holy Communion St Cross, Wilstone
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Village View                                              by John Painter 

Terraced cottages 
in Cheddington 
Lane,
Long Marston

Cheddington Lane has a 
number of interesting 
buildings.  I rather liked 
this group of cottages be-
tween the old Baptist 
Church and the thatched 
cottage on the outskirts of 
the village. They photo-
graph particularly well in 
the morning sunlight in 
early spring.  JP.

© John Painter, 2007.

Is a secret stud programme 
breeding faster horses?

A READER has sent us this photo taken with a long lens near Startops 
End  showing a strange eight-legged horse like animal with two heads.

Thought to be the product of an experiment in genetic engineering in-
side the horse racing industry, it could be an attempt to confound the 
bookmakers (and the Jockey Club) by doubling up the power output of 
the conventional (or Non-GM) horse.  Given the obvious disadvantage 
of having to double up the reins - the question is: will it be any faster? The two-headed octopod: is it any faster?

Strange road signs: No. 43     Test your knowledge of the Highway Code

THIS strange road sign (one of those that has not yet been stolen) can be seen at the 
County boundary heading towards Long Marston.  Does it mean:

A  Accelerate rapidly to beat the truck coming the other way to that narrow bit; 

B  You are passing under the flight path to Luton;

C  Close the sunroof, archery competition in the vicinity;

D Give priority to vehicles from the opposite direction?

Answer is at www.highwaycode.gov.uk
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Brownies wave goodbye to Brown Owl Julia
by Rachel Mead

A FEW weeks ago the 1st Long Marston and 
Wilstone Brownies hosted a surprise leaving 
party for Julia Wass who had been Brown 
Owl for over 10 years.  Julia and her family 
have relocated to Cornwall, so we thought it 
only fitting that her leaving party should be 
one big cream tea. Julia was quite emotional 
and was taken completely by surprise by the 
gathering.  The Brownies had all signed a 
giant card for her and presented her with a 
beautiful basket of flowers, (easier to trans-
port to Cornwall the next day).  

We took lots 
of photos of 
the occasion, 
a n d  h a v e 
given Julia a 
set to remind her of us all.  
Parents, past Brownies and 
Colin and Sheila Reedman 
also attended to wish Julia 
well and to thank her for all 
her hard work.  Julia did a 
marvellous job as Brown Owl 
and deserves a massive ‘thank 
you’ from all the Brownies 
(and their parents) who have 
enjoyed Brownies over the 

last 10 years.  We wish her and her family every happiness 
in their new life in Cornwall. 

Julia’s position of Brown Owl has been filled by Julia’s 
friend and Brownie colleague Allyson Alford who has been 
Snowy Owl for the past 8 years.  Allyson has help from 
Rachel Mead (called Tawny Owl) and Amy Alford (called 
Little Owl).  It is a hard act to follow after the time and re-
sources that Julia was able to devote to Brownies, but Ally-
son, Rachel and Amy will do their best to make sure that 
Brownies continues to be good fun for the girls. 

Above: Brownies wave goodbye to Julia with yummy scones.
Left: Julia Wass cuts her leaving cake.  (Pictures: Rachel Mead)

Tring Rugby Club moves training out of the mire   by Phil Cogger

TRING Rugby Club's Under-9s boys and girls and coaches 
(two of whom live in Wilstone) would like to thank Wilstone 
Village Hall for the use of a corner of the recreation ground 
on Sunday 4th March.

Due to waterlogged pitches they had nowhere to train and 
Wilstone came to the rescue.  A somewhat damp but fun 
morning was had by all.  Our pictures show:  Left - George 
Murrell (top) Ben Hogan (middle) and Robbie Cogger 
(bottom); Right - the training session gets underway.


