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News. New articles 

welcome!

Your village magazine -
delivered free to every home in 
Tring Rural Parish

Village News is supported by Tring Rural Parish Council

Ding Ding 
Hold on Tight 

Married at Marylebone Regis-
try Office, Westminster, Lon-
don on Saturday, 18th Febru-
ary 2006. Church View Resi-
dent of Long Marston and 
‘Village News’  volunteer dis-
tributor Malcolm Burton with 
his bride, Janice on the plat-
form of a London 
'Routemaster'  Wedding Spe-
cial red bus which carried 
them and their guests to a re-
ception at Restaurante Caldesi.  
The couple jetted off on Mon-
day for their honeymoon in Sri 
Lanka.

Residents act on airfield ‘to let’    
A GROUP of Gubblecote residents have got to-
gether to organise a campaign to ‘Stop Mars-
worth Airfield Development.’  Though the air-
field is not designated for development, alarm 
bells rang in December when large numbers of 
heavy tipper trucks began to use Luke’s Lane for 
access to the south side of the old airfield.  It be-
came apparent that the trucks were part of an 
unauthorised concrete crushing operation which 
had been set up at the airfield.  Action by local 
residents and by Tring Rural and Marsworth par-
ish councils resulted in an enforcement order 
being issued by Aylesbury Vale District Council to stop the concrete crushing.  (See also 
Council News in this edition.)  In the meantime though a large hoarding appeared at the 
Luke’s Lane site entrance advertising 27 units to let, ‘subject to planning.’  Residents were 
invited to meet the landowner, Mr Clifford Cox (Skim Milk Supplies Ltd), and were told 
by him that he intended to develop the site and would not be deterred by a few objections.  
Agents Tobin Jones Property have been appointed to market the development, and solici-
tors have been engaged to put forward the planning applications.  The agents have pro-
duced a brochure with pictures of each of the 27 ‘units’ available, some little more than the 
rusty frames of old Nissan huts.  

...continued on page3



Village News

You are most welcome to join at

St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston
2 April

10.00am All Saints All Age Worship
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

9 April  Palm Sunday
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

with blessing of Palms
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

13 April  Maundy Thursday
8.00pm All Saints Holy Communion 

and footwashing 

14 April  Good Friday
12 noon Walk of Witness 

Starts at St Mary’s to All Saints to 
St Cross

2.00pm St Cross Worship at the Cross

16 April  Easter Day
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am St Cross Family Service 

with Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Family Communion

23 April
10.00am St Cross All Age worship
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong

30 April
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion 

Team Worship

Guest Editor this month: Colin Moore
Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post:       27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE
Phone:    (01442) 890 599

Editorial Team 
Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Colin Moore, Jill Walker

Advertising Manager
Colette Bernard (01296) 661 172

Distribution Manager & Secretary
Carole Harrison (01296) 668 526
Finance Manager & Treasurer
John Harrison (01296) 668 526

As I write this, the 1st day of spring has past, the clocks 
are about  to go forward and the weather remains inclem-
ent  But there are some good signs, the daffodils are just 
about to come out and  spring lambs skip around in the 
fields. 

However there is much to concern us all with new  pres-
sure to develop the old airfield without the proper infra 
structure in place to handle the potential increase in traf-
fic. The authorities already struggle to maintain our nar-
row roads in reasonable state and after a hard winter we 
now have more than our fair share of potholes and dam-
aged verges. In the village streets  many of these are 
down to utility providers failing too make good. Perhaps 
we should have a pothole of the month campaign?

We can look forward to Easter and at this special time 
our 3 churches have a full programme of  services and 
events and invite us all to  attend.
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Church services this month Village News

Village News is written, edited, produced and distrib-
uted entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing 
is done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.  

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by  Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX.  01733 230800.

Deadline for items for our next edition (May) 
is Thursday 20 April 2006.

Phil Buchi will be your editor.

St Mary’s, Puttenham

Your friends and relations all over the world can 
read Village News on-line.  Find us at: 

wwww.wilstone.me.uk and click on ‘Village News’
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Post Office chief visits
Wilstone shop
WILSTONE Sub-Postmistress Jenni Corsby received an 
official visit from Alan Cook, Managing Director of the 
Post Office Limited, on 9th March.  The newly appointed 
MD joined the Post Office from National Savings and In-
vestments on 1st March, and made it his first priority to see 
the business in action.  Mr Cook was particularly keen to 
see how a selection of rural post offices operated, and Wil-
stone was chosen by local managers as a good example.  

A scheduled 10 minute visit turned into 45 minutes as he 
realised there was much to find out about what makes a 
village shop tick.  Jenni Corsby told Village News that he 
was particularly interested in the ratio between the income 
from the Post Office work and other shop sales, and had a 
good look round at the range of products.  “I didn’t expect 
him to be as open as he was.  He listened carefully and was 
genuinely interested,” she said.  “I asked him about the fu-
ture of rural offices like ours, but he said he did not have the 
answer.  We also talked about the community role of the 
Post Office in a small village, the amount of paperwork I 
have to complete, and our computer system.  He knew how 
little income there is in the Post Office work, and told me 
that he thought the PO was a service, not just a business. It 
was an interesting discussion.”  

The two mangers accompanying their MD were clearly 
impressed with the deli counter - both supported the village 
shop and bought something!    

New route for canal extension      by Lisa Olforp

Proposal to create Wendover arm loop ‘unique’    
A NEW proposal to create a navigable loop on the Wendover arm 
of the Grand Union canal would make use of a technique not seen 
on inland waterways for centuries.   In 2005, the Wendover arm 
restoration opened the canal as far as the winding hole at Little 
Tring, and work is in progress on the next section.  It is expected to 
take more than a decade to reach Wendover though, and in the 
meantime an interim route has been proposed which would allow 
boats to complete a circular tour of the Wendover arm via the Star-
tops End reservoir.

A new channel would be excavated the short distance from the pre-
sent terminus at Little Tring to the reservoir edge.  As the canal is 
several feet above the reservoir at this point, a unique ‘flash lock’ 
would take boats down to the water.  Flash locks were first used in 
the fourteenth century and were used on many rivers including the 
Thames.  Essentially a big water slide, water is held back and then 
released quickly as the boat surfs down the slope at high speed to 
the lower level.  This promises to be an exciting ride, and a good 
spectator sport too.  Boats would then follow a channel marked with 
buoys across the reservoir to rejoin the Grand Union at Marsworth.
The flash lock obviously works in one direction, so the route will be one-way only in a clockwise direction.  One-way work-
ing also means that the marked channel can be narrower, minimising the environmental impact.  A speed restriction of 2 
knots would be imposed so as not to disturb the birds. It is hoped that this temporary route will encourage use of the 
Wendover arm until full navigation is restored.

Startops End reservoir and the proposed Wendover loop 
showing the extension from the current terminus at Lit-
tle Tring, the ‘flash lock’, and marked route across the 
reservoir to Marsworth.

Residents act on airfield 
Continued from page1 

Three planning applications have been submitted to Ayles-
bury Vale District Council so far, and the residents fear that 
these are just the first of many.  One (ref: 06/00533/ACL) is 
an application to continue the concrete operation, claiming 
that it has been in operation for more than 10 years and 
therefore qualifying for a ‘certificate of lawful use.’  Resi-
dents believe that this is not true, and that unauthorised ac-
tivity is recent.  Two others (ref: 05/02815/APP and 
05/02817/APP) are applications to store theatrical props and 
classis cars.  Details can be viewed on the AVDC website 
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk and comments can also be 
registered on the site.  Though these are apparently innocu-
ous uses, campaigners believe that if granted, they will be 
used as a precedent for a de-facto change of use for all the 
other units.  One local resident told Village News the main 
issue is the unsuitable road access to the site.  All heavy 
lorry traffic has to come down Luke’s Lane - a winding 
country lane intended for an occasional horse and cart.  
From there the trucks join other unclassified country roads 
through the villages - and the impact on the local environ-
ment is significant.  The campaign group have produced a 
leaflet which  has been distributed in all the villages in the 
area urging residents to write and object to the planning 
applications.  AVDC are the planning authority responsible 
for the airfield - the planning officer is Mr Mark Aughter-
lony, AVDC, 66 High Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1SD.  Mem-
bers of the campaign group are keen to stress that it is not 
just Gubblecote that is affected.  The traffic will impact on 
Long Marston, Marsworth, Wilstone and Pitstone too.
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What’s on...
Diary dates...
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 19 April   Puttenham village hall
Wednesday 17 May    Long Marston village hall

Sunday 2 April
Beetle Drive (in aid of All Saints Church).
Friday 7 April
Cake stall at Tring Market (in aid of All Saints Church)
Saturday 8 April
Mega Jumble Sale,  Wilstone Village Hall 10am –noon
Saturday 8 April
Strictly Ballroom for Fun, Wilstone village hall, 8pm.
Sunday 9 April 
Stainer‘s Crucification ,Tring Church 6.30pm 
Tuesday 11 April
WI open meeting “How to be an evacuee”.
Friday 21 April
Family bingo night at Long Marston village hall.
Saturday 22 April
Jumble Sale, St Mary’s Puttenham.
Book Fair  Methodist Hall, Tring 9.30am—2.00pm
Sunday 23 April
LM Tennis Club Open Afternoon  from 2pm 
Friday 28 April
Ballroom dancing practice for the May Ball, 8 - 10pm, 
Long Marston village hall.
Friday 28 April
“Cabaret comes to Tring School”, 8pm.
Saturday 29 April
Abba Revival Night.  Wilstone village hall. Tickets 
£15 from Wilstone village shop.
Saturday 29 April
LM Tennis Club - quiz night.
Monday 1 May
May Day at St. Mary’s, Puttenham, 6am. (Yes, 6am).
Friday 5 May
Ballroom dancing practice for the May Ball, 8 - 10pm, 
Long Marston village hall.
Monday 8 May
Wilstone village hall AGM, 8pm.
Saturday 13 May
May Ball, Cecilia Hall, Puttenham (LM&PHS).
Saturday 20 May
Wilstone village fete, 2pm.
Sunday 21 May
Children’s bike event. 10.30am from Long Marston.
Friday 9th June
Quiz Night Long Marston Village Hall 

Mega Jumble Sale 
Wilstone Village Hall

Saturday  8th April 10am till Noon

Something for all 
So don’t miss Out 

You might miss the buy of the day 

Get Your Bargains first

then 

relax with a Cuppa and some  Homemade cake 

In aid of Youth in Need Tanzania ( reg. Charity )
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Saturday 10 June
“Royal Garden Party” at Puttenham.
Sunday 18 June
Marsworth steam rally.
Saturday 24 June
Midsummer ramble. From Long Marston.
Saturday 1 July
International accordionist Alexander Korbakov  (of the 
Russian State Orchestra) in concert at Long Marston.
Sunday 2 July
Family Games at Puttenham.
Saturday 8 July
Tea at the Tower, Long Marston.
Sunday 16 July
Car Treasure Hunt and BBQ, Wilstone village hall.
Saturday 5 August
Long Marston annual village show, 2pm.
Sunday 13 August
St Mary’s, Puttenham, Patronal Festival.
Saturday 2 September
Jumble Sale at Astrope Folly.
Saturday 7 October
Strictly Ballroom for Fun. Wilstone village hall, 8pm.
Saturday 14 October
October supper and auction - Puttenham Trust.
Saturday 21 October
“Opportunity Knocks!” for local talent. Wilstone, 8pm.
Saturday 28 October
Children’s Hallowe’en Party, Wilstone village hall.
Friday 17 November
Wine tasting at Wilstone village hall.
Saturday 25 November
The Cecilia Concert, Puttenham.
Tuesday 19 December
Carols around the Christmas tree, Long Marston, 7pm.
Sunday 31 December
New Year’s Eve party at Wilstone village hall.

... don’t miss anything with our new

extended guide to local events!

Friends of Tring Reservoirs
A.G.M. 

Marsworth Millennium Hall

28th April 2006 at 7.30 pm

This will be followed by a talk

by John Wyatt on

‘The Chilterns Experience’
Free entry for all.  Non-members welcome.

...More events on page 26

A Tring & District Local History & Museum Society

BOOK FAIR
Saturday 22nd April 2006

9.30am - 2.00pm
in the Anglican Methodist Hall, Tring

(behind the Church)
Second hand books and CDs.

Proceeds to the museum project.

If you would like to donate any of the above, please phone 
George Turner on 01442 823344.

Chilterns Conservation Board 
and Chiltern Woodlands Project

WOODS AT WORK 
FAMILY DAY

Wendover Woods - Sunday 9th April 
11am to 4pm

Demonstrations of wood and coppice crafts, forestry equip-
ment, sawmills, chainsaw sculpture, conservation displays, tree 
surgery, horse logging, birds of prey.  Story teller and events 
for children. Refreshments.
£2 per adult. Children & parking free
Access from the road running from the 
B4009 to Cholesbury up Aston Hill.
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In Brief...

ELVIS HAS LEFT THE 
BUILDING….

…Wilstone Village Hall that is!

ALVIN Printwhistle, comedy vocal-
ist and his Elvis tribute show wowed 
the full house in Wilstone for the 
third year and the audience showed 
no signs of getting weary of his 
unique, talented and hilarious show. 
Not only did everyone have a fun 
evening-some serious fund raising was also achieved for 2 
important local charities.

Profits from ticket sales plus the”Head’n’Tails”game played 
in the interval, raised a total of £453.00. The Youth in Need 
project-Tanzania, were donated £300.00 and Iain Rennie 
Hospice at Home £153.00.

Thank you to everyone who came along and help raise these 
funds for such worthwhile charities.

DON’T MISS “ELVIS” OPENING THE PROCEEDINGS 
AT WILSTONE FETE & FUN DOG SHOW – SATUR-
DAY 20 MAY 2PM.

London Bridges Walk - 25 June 2006
W A N T  a  w a lk  w ith  a  d iffe re n c e ?  F a n c y  se e in g  th e  s tu n n in g  
s ig h ts  o f  L o n d o n , w h ile  ra is in g  m o n e y  f o r  c h a r ity?  S e e  L o n -
d o n 's  sp e c ta c u la r  s ig h ts  w h ile  ra is in g  a w a re n e ss  o f  k id n e y  
d ise a se  a n d  su p p o r tin g  re se a rc h  to  sa v e  liv e s  b y  w a lk in g  
e ig h t o f  L o n d o n 's  b r id g e s  o n  S u n d a y  2 5 th J u n e  2 0 0 6 .

T h e  B r id g e s  W a lk  s ta r ts  a n d  f in ish e s  a t th e  T a te  G a l le r y  o n  
th e  s o u th  s id e  o f T o w e r  B r id g e ,  a n d  w a lk e r s  w il l s n a k e  
a c ro s s  e ig h t b r id g e s , in c lu d in g  th e  T o w e r , L o n d o n , S o u th -
w a rk , M il le n n iu m  a n d  B la c k fr ia rs  b r id g e s .

R e g is tra tio n  fe e  is  £ 7 .5 0  p e r  w a lk e r  a n d  th e re  is  n o  m in i-
m u m  sponsorship requirement but walkers are encouraged 
to raise as much sponsorship as they can. Proceeds will be 
used to further the work of K id n e y  R e se a rc h  U K  a n d  h e lp  
im p ro ve  th e  live s  o f  p e op le  liv in g  w ith  k id n e y  d ise a se .

C o m m u n ity  F u n d ra is in g  M a n a g e r , E liz a b e th  W rig h t,  s a y s ,  
" T h e  w a lk  is  a  w o n d e rfu l o p p o r tu n ity  to  v ie w  th e  m a n y  
h is to r ic a l s i te s  a lo n g  th e  Thames, and the route offers great 
views of London.” F o r  m o re  in fo rm a tio n  o r  to  ta k e  p a r t in  
th e  L o n d o n  B r id g e s  W a lk  p le a se  ca ll K id n e y R e search  U K  o n  
0 8 4 5 6  1 2 1 2 2 6 o r v is it w w w .k id n e y re se a rc h u k .o rg

3rd  A G E   IN  A ST O N  C L IN T O N
The recently formed Aston Clinton University of the Third 
Age  meets at 10am on the third Wednesday of each month 
at The Aston Clinton Sports & Social Club, London Road. 
There are spaces for new members to join and take part in 
any of the numerous Interest Groups.  The April meeting is 
on Wednesday 19th at 10am.  The Speaker will talk about 
“Health & Wellbeing”, after the coffee break.

Details from Barbara  01296 696716 or
Ralph  01296 612515

DO YOU REMEMBER 
THE EVACUEES?
Wartime evacuees Cherry-Anne Evans and Lisbeth Lloyd 
will share their experiences with WI members and visitors 
when they explain ‘How to be an Evacuee’ on Tuesday 
April 11th at 8pm in The Victory Hall, Long Marston.

Were you an evacuee?  Maybe you are still in touch with 
someone who was lodged in our villages during the war, or 
would just like to hear what it was like for those involved.

Everyone is welcome, visitors £2 including refreshments.  
Telephone 01296 668314 if you would like a lift to the 

meeting.

Picture
courtesy of 

WALKS and  TALKS at ASHRIDGE
THE friends of Ashridge have a very active program of 
walks and talks throughout the year for those who are inter-
ested in all things natural.

Take a Gentle Stroll—Brian and Sian Barton will lead the
first of these 2 hour informal walks on Wednesday 12 
April 11am. Meet at Ling Ride car park, off Beacon Road. 
Map ref.SP982 143.

Or perhaps you would like to join a Walk and Talk 
‘The Woods at Bluebell Time’, led by Ashridge Estate na-
ture experts on Tuesday 2 May 7pm.  Meet at the Visitor 
Centre.

Also a there is Spring Plant Fair at the Ashridge Monu-
ment on Sunday 21 May 11am to 4 pm.

A good opportunity to get your bedding plants.

GET YOUR SPECIAL EVENT
LISTED ON THE WEB—FREE

The www.wherecanwe go.com website freely advertises  
village events.
These are country wide and  are listed by postcode. Why 
not give it a try!  
But don't forget to get it listed in ‘Village News’ as well.

Evacuess leave Dover 

Alvin 
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Registered Child Minder
Has VACANCIES for children under 8 years old.

Loving and caring environment.
Fully equipped playroom & enclosed Garden.

Local school/playgroup pickup.
References available. Fully insured.

For more details please call Debbie on

(01296) 662806

The Queens Head
Long Marston

Food Served
Lunchtimes & Evenings

12 noon - 2pm & 7pm - 9pm
Sunday Roast+  12noon –5pm

Fullers & Guest Ales

Saturday 8th April
R.2.S.

Saturday 15th April 
Sex Beasts, Michelle Vigor

Saturday 22nd April 
Over Easy

Monday 1st May 
MAYHEM - Six bands in the 

garden
Saturday 6th May 

Bull Frogs

01296 668368
w.w.w.thequeenshead.uk.net

New for 2006!
Tapas menu 

on Monday and Tuesday evenings

WILSTONE FUN DOG 

SHOW

MAY 20 2006
TIME is marching ever onwards towards 
this years Fun Dog Show at the village 
fete on Saturday May 20th.

The categories for this year’s event have, 
after much deliberation, been decided 
upon and now we can announce the 
classes. So all you eager entrants and 
your faithful friends can get practising for the big day.

• Class 1 - Best Trick
• Class 2 - Waggiest Tail
• Class 3 - Best Child Handler (up to 8 years old)
• Class 4 – Best Junior Handler (9 to 16 years old)

There will be a couple of races too, after the success of the 
Sausage Eating Race, staged last year. Great fun for every-
one – dog, handler and audience!  The first 5 in each class 
or race will be awarded one of our prize rosettes.

The ”Fastest Recall” has been changed this year but still 
will give us an event that can be re-entered again and again 
throughout the afternoon. We shall be keeping the 30 metre 
enclosed track but this year we will be making it a “Mini 
Agility” course. Just turn up on the day and give it a go –
rosettes for the top 5 quickest times at the end of the after-
noon.

More information regarding all the classes and races will 
be published in the Fete Programme & Entry Form, distrib-
uted free to each household during May – or just turn up 
and see us on the day.

Good luck with your preparation & practise! – And please 
don’t forget to bring bags to clean up after your dog.

News from All Saints

WE  hope you have bought your ticket for the BEETLE 
DRIVE on Sunday 2nd April. A fun afternoon for everyone 
at the Village Hall from 3 to 5 pm. Tickets available from 
Elaine on 01296 662099 or Carole on 01296 668526, £3 for 
adults, £2 for children and £8 for a family and we are pro-
viding a drink and cake. There will also be a raffle.

Is that Ok?
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WALKING & WORKING STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone  01442  822115
Wilstone, Hertfordshire

J B Services
patios & drives

block, shingle & tarmac
drainage work 

exterior maintenance 
rubbish clearance

no job too small
tel: 07799 398335,

or 01442 826648 (evenings)

RAMAGE & SON
LANDSCAPES

For all your garden needs.
Fencing, grass cutting, patios and paths.

Logs for sale.
Telephone:

Stuart: 01442 890842

(Mob - 0797 906 0675)

Bob: 01494 433106

(Mob - 0778 877 7785)

4D BUILDING
SERVICES

Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments
All aspects of building

Tel: 01442 826932      Mob: 07778 482970

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com

Wilstone Post Office
& Village Stores

Wholesome foods, local produce 
and friendly personal service.

Monday to Friday 8am-6pm 
(except Wednesday half-day 8am-12 noon).
Saturday 8am-1pm    Sunday 9am-12 noon

Fine Delicatessen with cooked chicken, salt beef, 
ham, pate, smoked salmon, home made cottage pies, 

pasta salads and pasties.

Locally produced sirloin steak, chicken, lamb 
chops and pork chops fresh in on Fridays and Satur-

days.

Also, ask about our new Gluten Free cakes and biscuits.  
“They taste great”, our customers tell us.

You can get cash with no charges 
if you bank with 

Barclays, Lloyds TSB, Alliance and Leicester, Co-op Bank.

complimentary interior design solutions 

made to measure curtains & blinds 

designer fabrics and wallpapers 

custom made furniture, re-upholstery  

0870 8503148   

email:dezrezinteriors@aol.com

dez rez 
desirable residential interiors   
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W ho ruffled  the W I fea thers?  
a n d  p ro m p ted  th is  re sp o n se

D on’t think we’re that dim.

U nited we stand.

N ifty in the kitchen with a wooden spoon.

C an’t catch us sitting still when there’s a job to do.

E ny body can cook a spud and mash it.

S o if it’s you who writ that bit in ‘Village News’,
we will soon know who you are

All Beware!   LM &P WI .

Honest!  Not me Ma’am Ed.

TRAILING BY

Village Warden Colin Reedman tests the brand new 
trailer purchased by the parish council so that he can 
safely transport lawnmowers and other tools of the 
trade around the villages. (Photo: Village News)

Alvin & the chocolate fountain 
(at Wilstone fete)
THE Wilstone fete and dog show on 
Saturday 20th May promises to be 
another fantastic event, say this 
year’s fete committee members.  The 
afternoon will start at 2pm with a 
performance by Elvis (the excellent 
Alvin Printwhistle) and there will be another opportunity 
for your pooch to collar a prize rosette in the popular dog 
show - with lots of fun canine events.  Or maybe your kids 
would like to enter the children’s competition (details to be 
revealed soon).  Lavish catering will meet all your nourish-
ment needs throughout the afternoon with the BBQ, teas 
and homemade cakes, as well as the beer and Pimms tent -
all well patronised in previous years.  This year there will 
also be a chocolate fountain - come and find out what all the 
fuss is about!  The terrific tombola, plant stall, and lots of 
fun items on the field will make for an entertaining after-
noon accompanied by music from the Hemel Hempstead 
band.   Entry forms for the fun dog show and the children’s 
competitions will be delivered to your door.  Dog show 
organiser Jill Walker said: “Make sure 20th May is in your 
diary. And tell the dog! It’s bound to be bags of fun.”

If you can help by donating a cake for the afternoon teas, 
giving some plants for the plant stall,  finding tombola 
items in your cupboards, or assisting on the day, fete com-
mittee members would be pleased to hear from you.  Please 
contact Margaret Buchi (01442 890599) or Colin Reedman 
(01442 822031).

Long Marston Village Show
This year our annual village show will be held on Saturday 5th

August. After much angst the committee of the Horticultural 
Society have decided on a theme of “Flights of Fancy” and 
we are now busy sourcing attractions for the event.

Don’t forget to consider your show entries when raising 
plants and vegetables this spring. We will also welcome any 
contributions to our own plant stall at the show, proceeds 
from which go to the Society.

If you would like more information about the show or would 
like to help with the event please contact David Severs on 
01296 661021 or email davidsevers@aol.com.

CAKE STALL at TRING MARKET
A cake stall in aid of All Saints Church Long Marston will  
be at Tring market on Friday 7th April. We are still request-
ing donations of cakes, biscuits, pies etc to make this a 
really worthwhile event. If you cannot bake, a donation 
towards ingredients would be welcome or perhaps you 
could help us on the day?
Enquiries and offers of help to Carole Harrison on 01296 
668526.

In Brief...
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A.J.Waring
Carpentry Services

Fully Qualified Local Carpenter
All aspects of commercial

& domestic carpentry considered

Get someone else to do all those jobs
you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages!

Phone Andy
(01525) 240691

The
Chapel Room

Wilstone

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages

Hand and Foot treatments
‘St. Tropez’ tanning

‘Hive’ waxing
A variety of eye treatments

Gift vouchers available

Take advantage of a 20% discount 
off your first treatment

Helen Lishman
Fully  qualified 

beauty therapist and aromatherapist

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring,
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL

Tel: 01442 890933

Chris Griffiths

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial 
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257

Mobile 07768 222127

Buns and broadband at The Boot
BIG changes have been made at The Boot public house and village shop in Long Marston.  Hosts Tim and Sue wanted to 
make more room for dining, so the village shop has been moved out of the bar area altogether.  Converting a store behind the 
Post Office counter has meant that the shop area can remain more or less the same, while giving the space back to the pub.  

From April they will be offering a full service of  break-
fast, lunch and evening meals, and also introducing after-
noon teas for the many walkers who visit during the sum-
mer months.

But that’s not all.  In a cosy corner is a snappy looking 
computer - available with broadband internet access for the 
modest sum of £1 for 30 minutes.  And this really is an 
internet cafe - tea and coffee are always available.  The 
computer set-up includes a sophisticated printer which can 
also print your digital photos for you.  If your digital cam-
era has a memory card (most do) just pop the card in the 
appropriate slot and print only the pictures you want.  And 
there is a new video rental service which could save a trip 
to Tring.  For sports fans, the big games will be screened 
in the bar on Sky TV.  Indeed, we think you would be hard  
pressed to find another establishment which offers so 
many services under one roof.

Now you can read Village News at www.wilstone.me.uk
And enjoy a cuppa  ed.

Charlie (age 6) demonstrates the new internet cafe at The 
Boot (Photo: Village News)
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Paper Hanging. Painting.
Coving. Tiling. Etc...

For a Friendly & Tidy Service Guaranteed.
Free Estimate

Please Call Adrian Bystra

Quality 

Painting & Decorating

Tel: 01296 688429
www.ambdecorate.com

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,HEDGE 

CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 

AND MUCH MORE.

FOR REASONABLE PRICED WORK 

DONE WELL CONTACT 

MARK LEE 0791 435 5180

FIELDWIN SERVICES

David and Alan Winfield

Landscape Gardening. 
All types of garden work undertaken.

All types of fencing supplied and erected. 
Paths, Patios, Drives and Walls.

Also: 
Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating.

Estimates Free

Ivy Cottage, 23 Cheddington Lane, 
Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QP

Telephone 01296 668977 
Mobile 07778 919333 (David)
Mobile 07803 058655 (Alan)

LinleyBeauty Clinic

Lesley J. Spring 01296 660160

Facial Treatments

Including Make Up, Waxing, Massage, Cleansing Treatments, Eye Lash & 

Brow Tinting etc.

Body Treatments

Including Indian Head Massage, Back,Neck and Shoulder and Full Body 

Massages.

Hand & Foot Treatments

Including Manicures, Pedicures, Massage, Nail Extensions etc.

Electrolysis and Waxing Treatments

Also Top to Toe Treatmentsand ”Wedding Day Special‘

Long Marston
LinleyBeauty Clinic

Lesley J. Spring 01296 660160

Facial Treatments

Including Make Up, Waxing, Massage, Cleansing Treatments, Eye Lash & 

Brow Tinting etc.

Body Treatments

Including Indian Head Massage, Back,Neck and Shoulder and Full Body 

Massages.

Hand & Foot Treatments

Including Manicures, Pedicures, Massage, Nail Extensions etc.

Electrolysis and Waxing Treatments

Also Top to Toe Treatmentsand ”Wedding Day Special‘

Long Marston

QUIRKY QUOTES - MARRIAGE
Scotland’s hirsute comedian reportedly joked recently that 
“MARRIAGE is a wonderful invention, but then again so 
is a bicycle repair kit”.  Even an 18th century evangelical wit 
and raconteur thought that “MARRIED couples resemble a 
pair of shears, often moving in opposite directions, but pun-
ishing anyone who gets in between them”.  Then there are 
the following pearls of wisdom on the subject from the 
lesser known and the famous.

♥ MARRIAGE is like a besieged castle; those who are on 
the outside wish to get in; and those who are on the inside 
wish to get out.

♥ There’s a way of transferring funds that is even faster 

than electronic banking.  It’s called MARRIAGE.

♥ MARRIAGE is like a hot bath.  Once you get used to it, 
it’s not so hot.

♥ After MARRIAGE a woman’s sight becomes so keen 
that she can see right through her husband without looking 
at him, and a man’s sight is so dull that he can look right 
through his wife without seeing her.

♥ MARRIAGE isn’t a word .... it’s a sentence.

♥ Men who have a pierced ear are better prepared for 

MARRIAGE. They’ve experienced pain and bought jew-
ellery.

♥ MARRIAGE is a three ring circus;  engagement ring, 
wedding ring and suffering.

♥ MARRIAGE is like a violin.  After the music is over, 
you still have the strings.

♥ Before MARRIAGE a man yearns for a woman.  After-
wards the “y” is silent.

♥ MARRIAGE is a lottery, but you can’t tear up your 
ticket if you lose.
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Parish Council news 

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques 
shop in Wilstone for 14 years, and are always happy 

to advise or help anyone interested in buying or 
selling antiques. To get in touch phone

01442 890990 or 07860 910034.
armsonantiques@ic24.net

Our website is up and running and updated regularly.
www.armsonantiques.com

We are frequently on the premises, but to view the 
stock a prior phone call is definitely 

recommended.

The Old Post Office
34 Tring Road

Wilstone, Nr Tring, Herts
HP23 4PB

P.E.MEAD

& Sons

FARM SHOP

Always a big selection of quality 

fresh vegetables. Extensive freezer selection 

too. Home produced beef and lamb.

Top brand pet food and Heygates animal 

feeds. Also stockists of Heygates flour.

And have a break with a great cappuccino in 

the Cafe and Gift Shop, set in the historic 

surroundings of a restored 18th century barn. 

Toasted sandwiches, salads and ploughmans.

Open 9 - 5.30 M-S; Sun 9.30 - 4.30
Lower Ickneild Way, Wilstone Green

(01442) 828478

Chairman’s report

PRESENTING his annual report, Parish Council chairman 

Cllr Mike Tomlinson described the wide range of issues in 

which the Council had been involved over the last year.  

The project to publish the Parish Plan had already proved its 

value as the action plans were being taken forward - with 

the footpaths project being particularly advanced. £10,000 

had been committed to improve the Long Marston football 

pitch in 2006, and LMFC had been supported in their suc-

cessful bid for a grant from the Football Foundation for a 

further £10,000.  £3,000 had been invested to refurbish the 

floor at Wilstone village hall, and the BMX track at Long 

Marston had been re-built.  The Council had campaigned to 

reduce heavy lorry traffic and unauthorised commercial 

activities at the airfield. Cllr Tomlinson thanked the Clerk, 

Dawn Slade and the Warden, Colin Reedman for their hard 

work, and the Councillors for the time and effort that they 

put into their public duties.

No cuts here

Dacorum Borough Council have approved the Parish Coun-
cil’s budget for 2006/2007 at the amount which had been 
requested.  A total budget of £12,563 will be made available 
for Parish Council activities. In addition DBC have offered 
to meet 50% of the cost of cleaning and restoration work to 
the war memorials at Long Marston and Wilstone which are 
in the care of the Parish Council.  The Clerk read out a re-
quired reminder to Councillors that they were there to rep-
resent the community as a whole, and must declare all per-
sonal interests.

Airfield ‘not a brown field site’

Planning officers have confirmed that the Marsworth air-
field “...is not a brown field site; it is a redundant airfield 
which is not scheduled for development and is not suitable 
for development.”  Cllrs Griffiths and Tomlinson had at-
tended a recent meeting of the Marsworth Parish Council as 
part of the campaign to end unauthorised industrial use at 
the former USAAF wartime base.  Planning applications 
had been received by Aylesbury Vale District Council to 
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by Phil Buchi  

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd
Carpets - Oriental Rugs - Upholstery

High quality professional service

domestic and commercial

excellent value    fully insured

free consultation and quote

references available

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ

Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795

MARTIN KEABLE

For high quality painting, decorating
& tiling, with a smile!

Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717
18 Old Farm, Pitstone, Bucks.

change the use of 2 units at the airfield from agricultural to 
light industrial.  In addition AVDC had received an applica-
tion for a certificate of lawful use for a part of the concrete 
operation in the NW corner.  It was known to Councillors 
that these activities were recent, and that there were no 
grounds to grant such a certificate.  Both Marsworth and 
Tring Rural Parish Councils are to object to all these appli-
cations as inappropriate.  Councillors asked local residents 
to register their own objections too when they see notifica-
tions posted.  These planning applications can be viewed on 
the AVDC website:  aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk.  The applica-
tion numbers are: 06/00533/ACL; 05/02817/APP; 
05/02815/APP.  Comments can be registered on the web 
site, or by writing to Mark Aughterlony, Planning Officer, 
AVDC, 66 High Street, Aylesbury, HP20 1SD.

...but airspace changes
Changes to the use of airspace on the approaches to Luton 
Airport include the introduction of a turn point for inbound 
flights at Cheddington, and not at Leighton Buzzard as had 
been thought.  Although not connected with the plans to 
expand the airport (see Village News, February 2006), it is 
likely that an increase in the number of inbound planes over 

flying these villages will result.

Priority at the border
Cllr Nick Murrell had been in discussion with the highways 
authority about how  the road narrows out on the Wingrave 
Road at the county boundary.  The bridge over Thistle 
Brook (Boarscroft) - which forms the boundary with Bucks 
- causes the carriageway to narrow so that two large vehi-
cles could not pass.  Hertfordshire Highways agree with 
Cllr Murrell that this is a danger spot, but investigations 
into the bridge structure concluded that it would be difficult 
to make modifications to the road width and kerbs.  The 
answer appears to be the introduction of a one-way priority 
traffic scheme across the bridge into Bucks, which would 
make this a safer stretch of road.  (Though it must have 
been tempting to suggest a full border crossing point, com-
plete with barriers and customs post).  Reassuringly, Cllr 
Murrell did not have to deal with two county highways au-
thorities - one for each end of the Thistle Brook bridge.  
Apparently they have a jolly sensible convention about who 
takes responsibility for border crossings - in this case, 
Herts.
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Fly Tipping 
Contact Dacorum Waste Services on 01442 228666 to report 

any incidents of fly tipping. 

Call the police if  you see the crime being committed. 

Your Parish Councillors are:
Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe  01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:
Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Parish Council news  by Phil Buchi   

Mobile library moves (?)
Long Marston Residents’ Association have written to the 

Parish Council about the revised timetable for the fort-

nightly mobile library visit which will miss out an impor-

tant group of users.  The revised timetable will not include 

the present 11.30am visit to Bromley - where a number of 

library users live. Also, the Long Marston village stop has 

been shifted from 12.00 noon to 4.30pm, when the roads are 

very busy.  This also prevents the school using the mobile 

library - as the school is closed by then.  In exchange, the 

new timetable increases the time spent at Puttenham, which 

seems unnecessary.  Councillors agreed that all this was not 

very joined up, and they will protest to Herts County Coun-

cil who run the service.

Full Tossers and Short Leggers
at Long Marston 

The Long Marston Cricket club quiz night was well at-
tended with around 12 or so teams on the field.  To keep the 
cricketing theme Team Names were selected by the umpire. 
With 6 overs and jokers ( or googly in the case of the Edi-
tor’s team ) in place the first innings pitched off on time.  
Runs came ins lowly at first with several instances of the 
umpire declaring MBM (mouth before memory). Several 
were also caught out in the slips. The musical round pro-
vided a light interlude before breaking for tea. A selection 
of delicious hot dishes were prepared and served by Evelyn 
and John Seaton. With the raffle tickets sold the second 
innings got under way. The scores gradually climbed and by 
the time the stumps were drawn all the teams had made at 
least a respectable half century. But the elusive century 
evaded even the winning team who seemed to have twice as 
many fielders as rest of us  - to prove that size does matter!

MONTH BY MONTH 

by Factfile
A P R I L  is exceptionally busy in 2006:  so many people 
are concerned with such diverse interests as Religion, Hagi-
ology, Literature, Hedonism and the Monarchy.  For the 
Jewish Faith comes Pesach, the Festival of Passover.  Chris-
tians enjoy Palm Sunday, and the apparent oxymoron of 
Good Friday, then the joy of Easter Day.  Meanwhile those 
who mark St George’s Day cannot fail also to remember 
Shakespeare, who conveniently chose the same day and the 
same month for both his birth and death, but fortunately for 
him over 50 years apart.  Pleasure seekers have the long 
Easter holiday and no less than five weekends around which 
to cultivate their art.  Numismatists will seize upon the 
coinage to be bestowed by the Sovereign in Guildford Ca-
thedral on Maundy Thursday, the amount of which repre-
sents the Queen’s age and, as monarchists well know, this 
year she will be 80.  April’s star signs are very mannish 
with The Ram giving way to The Bull, but femininity is 
represented with its birthstone of a “girl’s best friend”, the 
diamond.
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Tales from Tringford Farm by Gary and Minty

Hi, readers, Gary and Minty reporting on events at Tringford Farm.  Couple of 
panics in the canine and feline department this month.  Of course it has to in-
volve that mischievous cheeky chappie Bertie the Yorky.  He is a little terror 
really always chasing after Oscar the cat for which he receives the occasional 
clip around the ears from Oscar.  This time however it could have been very 
tragic.  Simon came one day with his big four wheeled monster with our bale of 
hay, which is one of those great big oblongs of hay you see in the fields at har-
vest time.  Well it takes some manoeuvring to place the bale in the barn and as 
usual the dogs are rushing around “helping”.  Being rather dark in the barn 
Simon lowered the bale into place and off he went.  Meantime where is Bertie?  
Ordinarily he will rush back indoors if there is any trauma but not this time.  Bo-
Peep searched and searched but couldn’t find him and thought “oh no! I hope he 
is not under the bale where he was last seen”.  No, at last he comes to light in the 
vegetable garden chasing one of the call ducks and when Bo-Peep caught him he 
was trying to pull the tail feathers out of the poor duck.  Serves her right for be-
ing where she shouldn’t be, he says, because he was having great fun.

The second incident was with the new house cat:  the windowsill model we call 
her because she sits and stares out of the window and never comes out to see us.  
Well she disappeared, went missing for five days.  The house was turned upside 
down looking for her, until at last she was found hiding behind the kitchen units, probably keeping out of Bertie’s way be-
cause he would have been some way responsible for her actions, of that we have no doubt.  Meanwhile Oscar goes about his 
hunting expeditions around the hedgerows, bringing back the occasional baby bunny for Bo-Peep who then lets them go off 
in another direction.  I wonder if it is always the same one going around and around?

Now down to the serious professional stuff.  You are all no doubt aware of the film and book “The Da Vinci Code”.  We 
were short listed for some of the market scenes but woe, at the last minute, our professional pride was dented when pygmy 
goats were preferred to our more portly frames.  Goats, would you believe, are scruffy smelly creatures but, by all accounts, 
that’s what the Director wanted;  we were obviously too refined and well groomed for the part.  However Bo-Peep had a 
good day of it albeit an early start at 0530 hours to be at Shepperton Studios, having first collected goats and chickens on the
way by 0730 hours.

The scene to be shot was a market place where Romans and Christians were fighting one another amongst the stalls.  A one 
shot action was rehearsed and rehearsed for toppling a giant column.  By one shot they had exactly that, once its’ gone it’s 
gone.  But apparently that all went OK until the chickens who were awaiting their entrance on camera decided it was all a bit 
boring and escaped into the wardrobe department where they caused chaos.  The great chicken hunt will not be part of the 
film, just another incident off camera as they say.  Order was restored eventually by the animal keepers without interrupting 
the shoot.  Bo-Peep had a long long day, kept going by visits to the canteen trucks where food and coffee were in plentiful 
supply.  Thanks to Miss Lily’s lady we were also kept fed and watered along with all our other friends back at the farm.

Talking of Miss Lily, we sadly have to say goodbye to 
her this month.  She has moved to her own yard over at 
Aldbury into a fine new stable block.  Now Bo-Peep has 
to find another friend for Miss Nina.  We do not know 
how but these horsy people seem to have lots of contacts 
and in no time pony Po turns up.  He is only a little fel-
low, rather scruffy with long hair and tatty tail and mane 
and, by the look of him, requiring a good feed.  Bo-Peep 
will have him sorted in no time with her TLC for us 
beasts of burden.  We will keep you posted on that one 
but we did hear that the horse dentist has been requested 
because Po doesn’t seem to chew his hay very easily.  
That doesn’t sound an enjoyable experience for Po in the 
future.  We have other things to tell you but I expect Mr 
Editor will have had enough by now.  Until next month 
then readers - bah, bah from Gary and Minty.

Bertie the Yorky 

Gary & Minty take a mid morning nap       photo ‘Village News’
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The agricultural story line... by David Mead

BEDDING AND 

VEG PLANTS 

AVAILABLE LATE 

APRIL & MAY

Call

01296 668977

07778 919333

Fire and gravel at Gubblecote Field
(Part 3)

I CAN’T find the gate to get out of the big field at Gubble-
cote - so we are still here!  More tales to tell.  In the 1800’s 
gravel was extracted from the half nearest the road.  A shal-
low ridge down the middle shows the extent.  There is a tale 
that gravel from this field went to Mentmore for the con-
struction of Mentmore Towers.  My father could remember 
one man with shovel and sieve separating large from small.  
It says something for their skill that the shallow topsoil 
ended up back on top.

About 10 years ago we stacked a large heap of round bales 
of straw close to Dixon’s Gap bridge. One evening we were 
told the straw was burning.  I jumped onto the Manitou trac-
tor*, rushed around there to retrieve a few bales. As we 
watched the file brigade, I realised that a cockerel, using the 
tractor as a roost, had travelled round to the fire.  We were 
catching the bird when Teresa arrived, opened the boot and 
produced a large cauldron of home-made soup.  ‘Where did 
this come from dear?’ was the firemen’s reaction.  This was 
now 1 o’clock in the morning.  I saved four bales of straw.

Not long ago a digger was parked by the canal.  This too was set on fire.  The police arrived and asked who saw the fire first, 
and then asked where he lived.  ‘Where is Wilstone?’ was the constable’s next question.

For several years we burned surplus straw in the field.  On one occasion the fire crept through a gateway to set fire to some 
standing wheat.  That was the last time I ran 400 yards!  Gasping for breath, the fire was beaten out.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish Tubby Edmunds well.  He is going through a difficult time, not helped by an 
infection picked up in hospital.  Tubbs probably knows more about the farm than anybody.

Lambing started this month, but spring hasn’t.

(* Manitou tractor: a specialised tractor for moving heavy loads such as hay bales.  Has an extending arm at the front like a 
crane, to which a grab or fork lift can be attached.  Made in France.)

Mentmore Towers—built with Gubblecote gravel?
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M. D. SPRING AUTOS
All Mechanical Repairs

Very Competitive Prices 

All Work Guaranteed

Vehicles Collected and Returned, 

No Extra Charge

MOTs Arranged, Welding, 

Breakdowns

Vehicles Bought & Sold

Wheels Balanced, 

Crypton Tuning

& 

Fuel Injection Service

Paint & Panel Work, 

Insurance Repairs

Phone or Fax: 01296 662280 
Mobile: 07860 847328

M. D. SPRING AUTOS
All Mechanical Repairs

Very Competitive Prices 

All Work Guaranteed

Vehicles Collected and Returned, 

No Extra Charge

MOTs Arranged, Welding, 

Breakdowns

Vehicles Bought & Sold

Wheels Balanced, 

Crypton Tuning

& 

Fuel Injection Service

Paint & Panel Work, 

Insurance Repairs

Phone or Fax: 01296 662280 
Mobile: 07860 847328

CARPET CLEANING
Call

ANTHONY LAWRENCE
19 Tring Road

Wilstone
Tring,Herts
HP23 4NU

01442 824250

MAN WITH A VAN!
Nationwide collection & delivery service

Anything considered e.g.
student moves, small house moves etc.

7 days a week
01296 427182
07770 237745
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The Zeroes Reviewed by Rebecca Wass       

ON the 25th February The Zeroes stormed the stage at the 
Queens Head with their confident mix of covers and origi-
nal music. Their covers ranged from The Cure to The Sub-
ways, spanning over four decades of fantastic music. Their 
own music is ‘indie-punk-latino-nutter-rock’ with Don D 
Inman as lead vocalist and playing (a furry leopard-print) 
guitar, Tom Farrell on the bass and Ginge Williams on 
drums. The Latino part is in fact minimal, despite how 
much the band play it up! The music is, however, punk, 
punchy and defiantly popular.

While the pub wasn’t as packed as it has been before, the 
band played a fantastic set which everyone there appeared 
to enjoy, (particularly the Razorlight song ‘Vice’, which 
had one audience member shaking his head so hard I was 
worried it might actually drop off).

The Zeroes are a fantastic band, and I felt that more people 
should have turned up to see them; they were obviously 
underestimated. They are playing at The Pitz in Milton 
Keynes on Sunday 14th May, and they should be playing 
in Aylesbury at some point in April. I recommend check-
ing them out -did I mention they have a leopard print gui-
tar!

A.M.O.S, another phenomenal covers band that played at 
the Queens Head back in February, will be playing at the 
Anglers Retreat in Marsworth on Saturday May 13th.
Check out www.lemonrock.com for more gig details.

Don D Inman— Zeroes lead vocalist 

New Queen
for the Queen’s Head
THIS magnificent new sign now hangs outside the Queen’s 
Head, Long Marston.  

Landlords Jon and Becky wanted a new Queen to mark their 
taking over the pub, and felt that Victoria had to go.  They 
asked regulars to suggest a Queen more in keeping with the 
age of the pub.  Suggestions included Elizabeth I, but Jon dis-
covered that many taverns from her reign were named ‘The 
New Inn.’  So they chose Queen Anne Boleyn (1507-36) - of 
the correct period, and particularly appropriate in view of her 
unfortunate demise.  The sign uses a classic contemporary por-
trait.  Does anyone know the artist?

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC        
Aluminium      Secondary   Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448
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Celebrating the Chilterns     based on information from Jill Finlan 

- events and volunteer opportunities

TO celebrate the importance of trees and woodlands to the Chil-
terns landscape, a festival of woodland related events is being 
promoted jointly by the Chilterns Conservation Board and the 
Chiltern Woodlands Project.  Called ‘Woodland Wonderland’, 
two of the special events in April are near to us.

A photographic exhibition at the NT visitor centre, Ashridge 
Estate will run from 3rd to 18th April showing the wining entries 
from the ‘Woodland Wonderland’ competition. Details from 
Cathy Rose on 01844 355506.

And on Sunday 9th April, Wendover Woods will be the venue 
for the Woods at Work family day, from 11am to 4pm, where you 
can see demonstrations of forestry equipment, woodland and cop-
pice crafts, horse logging, mobile sawmills etc.  Admission is £2 
per adult, children free.  Entrance is on the road which runs from 
the B4009, Upper Icknield Way, to Cholesbury up Aston Hill.  
Look for the special car park signs. Further information from John 
Morris, 01844 355503.

The Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty was designated 
in 1965 and covers 833 sq. kms  along a line stretching from 
Hitchin to Goring-on-Thames, passing our doorstep on its way. The Chilterns Conservation Board is the body charged with 
promoting the conservation and enhancement of this area of outstanding natural beauty.  More information is on their website 
at www.chilternsaonb.org. 

The Chilterns Woodland Project is a registered charity which aims to promote and encourage the sustainable management 
of woods in the Chilterns, to protect and enhance the landscape, to conserve its historic features and to increase awareness, 
understanding and enjoyment of Chiltern woods. The Project is looking for volunteers to help record the tree and woodland 
heritage of the Chilterns as part of an exciting new project developed with support from the Heritage Lottery fund.  They 
would like to receive expressions of interest from volunteers who would commit on average 10 days per year for the next two 
years.  The volunteers would undertake tree surveys, discover local stories behind the trees and record oral history of people 
with experience of working in the woods.  Full training will be given, and they say that the work may well also suit retired 
and less mobile members of the community. To find out more, and to express an interest, contact John Morris on 01844 
355503, or email woodlands@chilternsaonb.org.

The reintroduction of the  Red Kite has become a 
great Chiltern success story. 
(photo courtesy  The Chilterns Conservation Board )

Don’t go down to the woods today 
Or you’ll be in for ...

WILSTONE new arrivals the Bruns out for a 
stroll around the village and by looks of it  a 
spot of fishing take a few moments to reflect 
on their new surroundings..  

Village News’ discovered that The Bruns are 
temporally residing at the Farm Shop Wil-
stone Green, but understand they are looking 
for a more  permanent home. They have 
completed their  Housing needs Survey 
Form but they do not hold too much hope in 
that direction.

‘Village News’ wishes them well and hope 
they find a good home.
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A Restaurant that prides itself on the 
fabulous exotic taste of authentic Indian 

home style of cooking

Banqueting Evening Every Tuesday Night

A wonderful selection of dishes of your choice 

from the menu. 5.30pm to 11pm.

Our Fabulous Sunday Buffet

A selection of different dishes every week
12 noon - 3pm

132 London Road, Aston Clinton, 
Buckinghamshire HP22 5HS

Tel: 01296 630 399 - 01296 633 360
www.shaadrestaurant.com

Open 7 Days a Week for lunch & dinner, 
including Bank Holidays

12 noon - 2.30pm & 5.30pm -11.30pm

Excellent Takeaway Service
20% Discount for a Limited Period

Problem with your windows?

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

or is the seal damaged?

- Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

can't?

- Water getting into the double glazed unit?

- All misted up inside the unit?

- Handles & Hinges repaired

- Cat flaps fitted

Guarantees on all units fitted

Visit our website for a free online estimate:

Or ring

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment 

Www.SmashingWindows.com

New for 2006!

Try our new window cleaning service

Just call 07875 534780 for more details

A voice from the past   

The late Cyril Chandler (1901-1978)  talking about  Long Marston Church Parish Council

Reproduced by kind permission  of Mrs Eunice Hall  
transcribed  by Colin Moore

Controversy over the Sunday School Treat
Well I don’t think if Uncle Jim and them had been able bodied, I don’t think they would ever done away with it.  Cos going 
back to when Roland left the parish his successor the Reverend Bruce LivingStone-Dixon didn’t approve of it. We had a 
meeting at the Vicarage in the dining room, Uncle Jim was there, so was the butcher, so was I..  I had to take my cue from 
them. I daren’t say anything against what they suggested. This old boy sat there poking a bit of smouldering wood over and 
over in the fire. We didn’t get any farther.  He couldn’t have such a thing as that  “ No…”  he said  that weren’t a suitable 
thing for the church.  Anyhow all at once Uncle Jim was thinking that pub closing time was getting close. Jim said “I propose 
we hold the Sunday School treat as usual whether the b……. old parson have anything to do with it or not”.  I said “I’ll sec-
ond that proposition”.  Anyway they decided it was carried.  And they got it to the stage where they were arranging every 
thing bar the signing. Aah well, we don’t know what to about that if he weren’t going the play along.  Uncle Jim says we’ll 
go up to St Albans tomorrow and see the Bishop. This old boy that was first time he spoke since the proposition was put  He 
said  “Well…..” He says, “seeing you men are so determined”  he said ,“I suppose I must give in., the old butcher said 
“you’ve got b…. option”!  So we did have a Service. 

Coming out of that I used to go to these Sunday school treats it weren’t a very profitable job and one woman said “the band 
done better out of it than anybody”. I said,”how much did you pay us last year Ernie”, he looked at his book he said “30 bob”  
I said  “ ….  9 men and a drummer….., had to have  a half a day of from work”! They were thin weeks.

However the  people that got in power wanted  an outing so that was the end of the Sunday School Treats, they had lasted for 
over a hundred years. 
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REFLEXOLOGY  - I NDIAN HEAD MASSAGE

SWEDISH MASSAGE  - FACIALS

TO  BOOK  AN  APPOINTMENT  OR  IF  YOU WOULD  LIKE  MORE  

INFORMATION CALL  LESLEY ELWELL   BTEC HND.   M.I.C.H.T.   

ON 07791  668187

MEMBER  OF  THE  FEDERATION  OF HOLISTIC  THERAPISTS  

AND FULLY INSURED.

TREATMENT  ROOM  IN  PITSTONE

Simply Relaxing
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Need an evening out?  Come to 
the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 

near Tring and 

Aston Clinton)

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!

I see there are some allotments for hire down in Long Mar-
ston. What can be better than freshly dug new potatoes or 
peas out of their pods.  Like all things today there are many 
new fangle ideas about how to do it, with raised beds and 
sheets of plastic. I reckon at the end of the day you can’t 
beat a good spade, a load of ‘muck’ and some hard work. If 
you are starting from fresh on bit of unkempt ground then 
you’ve got to clean it first. There are some weeds you can 
dig in but others like bine and spear grass have to come out. 
You start off with a spade deep trench across the bit ground 
throwing the spare soil behind you.  Put some muck or good 
stuff from compost heap in bottom of the trench and away 
you go.  Cut out a spade width with down strokes to left and 
right and then with a bit of help from your foot straight in to 
the full depth of the spade, lift  the sod and flick it over 
while throwing it forward to fill the trench.  Break it up bit 
with the spade and look carefully for those telltale whitish 
shoots or roots of those nasty weeds. Pull em out and chuck 
them to one side.  A few days in the sun and they don’t 
grow again. Now if you’ve done this right you should still 
have a trench in front of you, more muck and away you go 
again.  After two or three rows you’ll probably need a rest. 
This where one of the delights of gardening happens you 
can now mardle about nothing much with your neighbour  
for a few minutes before getting back to it.

Now personally, I like to plant as I go, cos this saves walk-
ing over the freshly dug patch. I reckon I have got this a bit 
about face, I should have told to buy your seed spuds last 
month. Anyhow all is not lost, and I expect you can still 
find some. Now there are many types spud and you want 
get some 1st or 2nd earlies, they need to have small firm 
shoots and remember treat em with a bit of care. Lets get 
back to the land, before you can plant, it needs to be level 
and any big clods broken up. For this you need  what I call 
a chrom, a tool like bent fork on long handle. Work it back-
ward and forwards until its level and now we ready for our 
first row of spuds.  But not before we put a line across to 
ensure everything comes up straight and proper.  In you 
own back garden it’s not so bad but down on the allotment 
you don’t need it out of line”. You can always say its Moles 

playing football!  Now there’s lots of ways to plant potatoes 
but they have to be about eight inches deep with shoots up-
wards. I always use a spade, shove it in just your side of the 
line, pull back and slightly up to leave a hole. Keeping the 
spade in position with one hand drop the spud with the 
other and carefully withdraw the spade.  If you have got a 
young helper or can rope the wife in to help so much the 
better and what’s more you got someone to blame if the 
shoots get knocked off.  Potatoes produce large plants and 
need a bit space so leave about 15 inches between each 
spud.  If the seed spuds are bit on large side and are you a 
bit short of ‘em you can slice them in half and they’ll still 
grow.  That’s first row done and now back to digging, an-
other 3-4 times across and you can then plant your next row 
leaving about eighteen inches between the rows. 
Traditionally Easter Weekend is a good time for planting 
potatoes so you got still got plenty of time. The new shoots 
when they appear are very easily damaged by frost. So if on 
exposed ground you will have to go along the rows and pull 
soil up to cover the shoots. You may have to do this a few 
times if the frosts continue. 

Potatoes are good crop for fresh ground because you have  
two chances to clean the ground  when you put them in and 
when dig em up.

Grow You own by Fred Planter                                     
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“Rose Cottage” Kennels and 

Cattery, Wingrave.
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are 
enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise 
paddocks. Personal attention at all times. 

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on
(01296) 681306

COUNSELLING
Franzella Flowerdew
M.C.I.P.D.,Cert.CC Relate

Can’t communicate any more?
Can’t get over the loss of a relationship?

Difficulties with sex?
Having an affair?

Living with domestic violence?
Problems with stepchildren?

Difficulties dealing with divorce/separation?
It really helps to talk things through with an 

experienced and sympathetic counsellor.
Ring in total confidence.

01442 822351
Mobile 07778 802748

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
We will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters.

Fully insured.
Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 

and other small animals.
Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

THE  WOODWORK 

SHOP

Your Project in Wood

Unit 4b
Woodlands Farm
The Vale 
Chesham
Bucks HP5 3NS

Phone  or Fax
01494 772600
Email  ajm42@msn.com

Made to measure furniture and architec-
tural  joinery. Board cutting service, MDF 

& timber etc supplied.  

Kitchens, bedrooms, offices, bookshelves, 
etc.      

Solid surface ( LG Hi-Macs ) worktops a 
speciality.

Established 200 years

K.Y.GREEN
Independent Funeral Directors

Monumental Masons

29 Cambridge Street,
Aylesbury, Bucks. 

HP20 1RP

For personal attention and advice phone

01296 – 482041
24 Hour Emergency Service

Private Chapel of Rest
Marsh Road, Little Kimble.

Golden Charter
Pre-payment Plans Available

Please contact us, without obligation,
for your free brochure

For all property repairs and maintenance

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING

PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING

PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS 

FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY
No matter how small the job 

call for a free quote

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078

SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN



Village News

P a g e  2 3 A p r i l  2 0 0 6

Recipe Page  by Jane Kelly

Turkish 

Lamb 

Shanks with 

Armenian 

Cucumbers

Turkish Lamb Shanks 
WHAT YOU NEED

4 lamb shanks
plain flour
approx. 8 tbsp olive oil
2 onions, chopped
2 cloves garlic, crushed
2 green peppers seeded, cored, and chopped
2 tsp cumin seeds
2 tsp black peppercorns
approx.1½ pints tomato juice
salt & pepper
juice ½ lemon

WHAT YOU DO

1. Roll the lamb lightly in a little flour and brown in the oil in a heavy 
based casserole dish.

2. Add the onion and cook gently until soft
3. Add the remaining ingredients, cover and simmer as slowly as 

possible until the meat is falling off the bone, at least 3 hours. Add  
a little more tomato juice if it becomes too dry.

4. Serve immediately garnished with lemon wedges, boiled brown rice 
and Armenian cucumbers. 

Armenian Cucumbers
This is a delicious and refreshing salad, ideal with Turkish Lamb Shanks 
and curries.

WHAT YOU NEED

1 tsp salt
1tbsp white wine vinegar
1 clove garlic, crushed
approx. ½ pint plain yogurt
1½ tsp cumin seeds
1 tsp chopped mint
1 cucumber, peeled and coarsely chopped

WHAT YOU DO

Combine the salt, vinegar and garlic and stir in the yogurt. Stir in the 
cumin seeds and mint and pour over the cucumber. Chill before serving.
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From the Vicarage …  

I believe in the Resurrection…

What do we mean when we say “I (or we) believe in the Resurrection” in the Creeds.  It is at the heart 
of our faith, and is certainly what Easter is all about, but what do we mean by it?

Let’s face it ‘Resurrection’ is a funny word, its not something we use in every day speech.  The closest 
we get is when we talk about saving things which were nearly ready to be thrown out.  We might look at 
something which is in a pretty poor state and say “hang on, I can resurrect that”.  Here ‘resurrecting’ 
something means looking at it with new eyes – seeing the potential in something and realising that there 
is still hope.  

That is a good place to start in understanding this strange word, but for Christians, we need to realise that it is about far more 
than a metaphor.  As we worship on Good Friday and are confronted by the desolation of the cross, we come across a 
situation which is beyond hope.  Even Jesus is moved to cry out “My God, my God why have you forsaken me”.  Here we 
are going to need more than an optimistic outlook to redeem this situation.  We are confronted by the worst of human 
behaviour as displayed by the mob who turn on Jesus, the corrupt authorities who put him on trial, his friends who betray him 
and abandon him and finally we have an agonising death on the cross.  Surely this is beyond hope.  Yet after three days 
Christ was raised from the dead.  The Resurrection is about God redeeming situations which are beyond hope and by doing 
so he gives us life.

As such the Resurrection can be understood in three ways.  Firstly it is about believing in an historical event, the first Easter.  
Belief in this Resurrection means sharing the excitement and passion of the disciples as they encountered the Risen Christ 
and were once more given hope that God’s ways of justice and peace might triumph even in the face of hopelessness.  It is 
about recognising that it was this fantastic event that led to the beginning of the church and the spread of the “new way” 
which became known as Christianity.

Secondly it is about the present and ourselves.  If we believe in the first Resurrection, then we believe that it has an effect on 
us today, that in this world there are situations which are made “hope-full” because of the redemption we have been given.  
This can either relate to our own lives, believing that there is always the opportunity for a new start and new hope.  
Alternatively it can relate to larger political situations.  The great achievements of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
in South Africa are based on the principles of Resurrection and new hope.

Thirdly, it is about the life to come and saying that death is not the end as it was not for Jesus on that first Good Friday.  This 
is perhaps the hardest to explain and certainly to prove.  For some it does mean the resurrection of the body, for others it 
means believing that love is too strong to die, that our souls, the most vital part of us, do carry on.

Celebrating Holy Week and Easter
The week before Easter is known as Holy Week and in the services of this week we 
remember the events surrounding Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Please join us at these 
services, or if you are unable to attend why not spend some time at home in prayer and 
read the readings for each day.

Palm Sunday 9th April - Hosanna to the King of Kings

8.15am BCP Communion at St Mary’s Puttenham
10 am CW Communion at All Saints, Long Marston
6.30 pm BCP Communion at St Cross, Wilstone.

On Palm Sunday the Church remembers Jesus' entry into Jerusalem.  This is the beginning of the passion story which leads to 
his betrayal, trial, death and resurrection.  At our services we are invited to take up our cross and to follow him. The service
continues with the dramatic reading of the Passion Gospel.  Here we have the opportunity to hear the whole story uninter-
rupted. We begin to understand that this story is the story of the whole of humanity.  We begin to recognise ourselves in Je-
sus’ story.

Readings Mark 11.1-11 and  Mark 14 & 15

Maundy Thursday 13th April -Love one another

8 pm All Saints, Long Marston (joint service for the villages)
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The Last Supper - Maundy Thursday is the day when we remember the Last Supper that Jesus shared with his disciples. The 
word Maundy is derived from Mandatum meaning commandment, and at the 8 pm service that evening we celebrate the new 
commandment to love one another.  This is the basis of our weekly Sunday worship.  We hear how our Lord broke bread and 
poured wine and commanded us to ‘do this in remembrance of me’.  The service also contains the symbolic foot washing, 
open to all who wish to take part, reminding us that Christ came as our servant.
The vigil - after the service is finished (about 9 pm) the church is stripped of all of its ornaments.  This is a symbolic re-
minder that having been betrayed, Jesus was abandoned by his disciples.  Even Peter denied him three times.  Do we have the 
courage to remain with our Lord?  There is an opportunity to remain in the empty church in silent prayer until midnight, 
watching and waiting.  Come for whatever time you can manage - even if it is only half an hour, it is still a sign of faith, of
walking with Christ, a time when we can  ‘Be still and know that I am Lord.” 

Readings 1 Corinthians 1.18-31 and John 13.1-35

Good Friday – 14th April—My God, my God why have you forsaken me.
Walk of Witness begins at St Mary’s Puttenham at 12 noon.  We expect to be at All Saints at around 12.45 and onto St Cross, 
Wilstone in time for hot cross buns before the 2 pm service.

This is the day when Christ was crucified.  The Gospels tell us that Jesus was crucified at noon, and three hours later he 
breathed his last.  Our walk of witness moves between the three village churches. At each church we put up a cross in the 
churchyard.  At 2 pm the formal act of worship begins at St Cross.  We hear St.  John’s version of the Passion and we pray 
for the world.

Reading John Chapters 18 & 19

Easter Day - 16th April—Alleluia! Christ is Risen.

On Easter Sunday we celebrate the resurrection. Christ is Risen Alleluia! There is an 8.15 am Book 
of Common Prayer Communion at St Mary’s, Puttenham. Then the 10 am services at St Cross and 
All Saints will be Family Services with Communion. We reaffirm our faith by repeating the vows 
which we made at our baptisms and in the Eucharist we are reunited with our risen Lord. 

Reading Mark 16.1-8

by Rev’d   Huw Bellis 

Village View Photograh by John Painter

For Easter  John gives us a magnificent view of All Saints Long Martson  
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Don’t miss the 2006
Wilstone Village Fete and fun Dog Show!

with

Elvis!

Saturday 20th May 2006, 2pm

What’s on…  …..Continued
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Local names and numbers 

Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers ( In emergency dial ‘999’)
PC Tom Evans 07736 225293
PCSO Emma Lennox             07876 390 969

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Brownies
Julia Wass 01296 632283
Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096
Guides
Michelle Hall 01442 890149
Scouts
David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society
John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev’d Frank Mercurio         01442 822170
Team Vicars
Rev’d Huw Bellis 01442 851200
Rev’d Martin Macdonald 01442 384953
Churchwardens
Long Marston All Saint’s:
Neil Brown 01442 825956
Wilstone St. Cross:
Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Puttenham St Mary’s:
Christine Rutter 01296 668959
John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch)       01442 381793 & 824593
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade               01442 824138
Village Warden
Colin Reedman             01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall
Colette Bernard 01296 661172
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Alison Munt             01296 662282
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke               020 7219 4459

Pet Dog Training
Ann Clarke 01296 624330
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men      
Richard Moorhouse              01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall
Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Wilstone Toddlers
Andrea Goodliffe 01442 824946
Women’s Institute
Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.

Thank you …….
To all our volunteer distributors who have 

delivered this Village News to every home in 

the parish. Distribution enquiries to:

Carole Harrison,  01296 668 526

Village News 
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, Astrope, 
Little Tring, Gubblecote, Startops End.

Guest Editor for the May
edition will be:
Phil Buchi
01442  890599
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Advertising Manager is:
Colette Bernard
01296 661172

Deadline for next month is
Thursday 20th April 2006
for May edition, published on 1st May.

We are on line at:   www.wilstone.me.com
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A TRULY delicious lunch of pancakes and sausages for about a 
hundred in Wilstone Village Hall on “Shrove Saturday”.  Each 
batch of tasty batter consisted of 405 grams of traditional ingredi-
ents mixed with 525 millilitres of a sublime aqueous liquid, both 
methodically hand whisked together to an amazingly  lumpy stan-
dard.  Fortunately on hand in the kitchen were two possible future 
contenders for TV’s MasterChef series who drizzled the mixture 
into piping hot pans where, after a couple of moments, a quick flick 
of the wrist sent the doughy disc soaring up and deftly down again 
to be contentedly cooked to perfection on its other side.  Mean-
while, back at the range, 350 subtly seasoned sausages produced by 
a first-class local butcher sizzled merrily to a culinary peak of gour-
met delight.

Beforehand a benign almost Spring-like sun vied with a bitter wind 
which made the junior races on the recreation ground dash along 
even faster to keep warm.  Under the eagle eye of the BIG OR-
GANISER and armed with their own pancakes and frying pans, 
the youngsters sped off, teeth chattering, pancakes tossing eager to 
reach the Grand Finals.

Many made the lunch, as well as the earlier on-field entertainment, 
an extremely enjoyable experience. So in absolutely no particular 
selective order....  THANKS to those who set out and laid the tables, 
who cleared up at the end, and the folk who not only purchased the ingredients but trundled along from home to the hall all 

the cooking utensils and accou-
trements, including maple syrup 
– yum, yum.  Not forgetting the 
two ecclesiastical Chefs, their 
two able and more than willing 
assistants, the tea and coffee 
makers, washers up and THE 
GUESTS. 

Many many thanks to every-
one for the gift of your time, 
company and for your oh so 
generous donations.

Sausages and pancakes obviously 
make a mutually beneficial part-
nership, as does the Tring Team 
of the 5 parish churches.  The 
2006 Shrove Saturday Lunch was 
a Team event in aid of a new 
floor and heating system at St 
Cross Church Wilstone, and that 
kinship is the true benefit of each 
church being a member of the 
Tring Team Scheme.

Sausages, Pancakes and Shrove Saturday  By Eileen Doley

..only in Wilstone!

Shrove Saturday duty chef Rev'd Martin Macdonald 

A crowd gathers for the start of the pancake races (pancakes still intact!)
( Photos Village News)


