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Village View: Wilstone reservoir by John Painter

WILSTONE reservoir as seen from the footpath on the Drayton side of the reservoir. Many
people walk the footpaths along the west bank of the reservoir, up to the dry canal (eventually
to be refilled??), along the towpath and back down the other side to the east embankment.
This scene across the reservoir is, I think, best appreciated in the late winter, when the reeds
have died back and the view across the reservoir is uninterrupted.

Don’t forget!
Send in your Housing Needs Survey form by 10 March

Village homes for local people
Inside: Your official housing needs survey form

INSIDE your copy of Village News you will find an official survey of local housing needs
which we are distributing at the request of Tring Rural Parish Council. The Parish Council
believes that local people, especially young people, have difficulty finding a home they can
afford in the parish, be it to rent or buy. High prices have forced local people to move away
from the area, and there is very little rented accommodation. This survey will establish
whether there is a need for some new homes, and whether there is support in the villages for
the Parish Council to initiate a housing project.

Continued.on page 3



Village News

Guest Editor this month: Colin Davenport
Email: editorwlmp@yahoo.com
Post: 27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE
Phone: (01442) 890 599

Editorial Team
Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Colin Moore, Jill Walker

Advertising Manager
Colette Bernard (01296) 661 172

Distribution Manager & Secretary
Carole Harrison (01296) 668 526
Finance manager & Treasurer
John Harrison (01296) 668 526

Welcome to the latest edition of the Village News.
Our lead article this month is of great importance to us
all so it is vital that you fill in the survey and return it by
10 March. Don’t put it aside for later, do it now before
you lose it.

We are well off for artists in the villages, we have a new
one demonstrating their skills on page 24, Mifty. Lets
look forward to a new regular feature.
Do we have any more budding artists amongst our read-
ers? We welcome drawn as well as written articles for
the Village News.

The annual Panto was a huge success as ever, thanks
should go to ALL those involved with the preparation
and production of such a popular event.

You will see on pages 4 & 5, how full the “What's on”
feature is which only goes to show what a busy commu-
nity we live in. Keep it up organisers.

Colin Davenport
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Church services this month Village News

Village News is written, edited, produced and distrib-
uted entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing
is done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX. 01733 230800.

Deadline for items for our next edition (April)
is Wednesday 22 March 2006.

Colin Moore will be your editor.

St Cross Church, Wilstone.

Church Services
at

St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us

at any of the services

1 March Ash Wednesday
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion/Ashing

5 March

10.00am All Saints All Age Worship
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

12 March
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion

19 March
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer

26 March
10.00am St Cross All Age worship
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion
3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer
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… Councillors believe it is important that all households re-
turn the survey form in the envelope provided so that an accu-
rate picture is obtained. They want to hear everyone’s view.

The survey is being carried out for the Council by The Rural
Housing Trust, a non-profit making developer of housing for
local people in small villages in England. The homes are al-
ways for local people and include a mixture of rental and
shared ownership. Homes cannot be bought outright and there
is no right-to-buy, which means that they remain available for
local people in perpetuity. (Such schemes are therefore radi-

cally different from the so-called ‘affordable’ housing in-
cluded in The Mill development at Wilstone.)

Council chairman Cllr Mike Tomlinson said: “We ask every-
one to help us by completing this important survey. The more
responses we get, the more valid the result. Please take a few
minutes to complete the short survey form and post it back in
the pre-paid envelope provided.” The forms have to be re-
turned by 10th March. A full report will be provided to the
Parish Council within two months.

Village homes for local people (continued from page 1)

by Ivor Gregory

Ivor Gregory, a keen genealogist, took part in The Family
History Project, run by The National Archives at Kew and the
History Channel to document the great stories from the na-
tion’s family tree. The best stories, which included Ivor’s en-
try, were published in a book, “The Family History Pro-
ject” (The National Archive, ISBN 1-903365-75-9, £12.99).
This is his story, and that of his ancestor Robert Gregory.

THE last witch hunt in England look place at Wilstone, near
Tring in Hertfordshire, in 1751. My family, the Gregorys,
lived at Wilstone at that time and I still farm some land in the
village.

An old woman, Ruth Osborn, was
accused of putting a curse on one
John Butterfield. The town criers of
Hemel Hempstead, Leighton Buzzard
and Winslow announced that a duck-
ing was to take place on 22 April.
That day a huge crowd converged on
Tring where the ‘witch’ had taken
refuge in the church and they threat-
ened to burn down the town unless
Ruth Osborn and her husband were
handed over.

The old couple were dragged two
miles to Wilstone, ducked in the
pond and Ruth was drowned. Her
body was laid out in an upstairs room
at the Half Moon, which is still the pub in the village, and
three days later a Coroner’s inquest was conducted there. I
have a copy of that inquest and one of the people who gave
evidence was my ancestor, Robert Gregory, a yeoman and
chief constable who had unsuccessfully attempted to stop the
ducking. His house still stands in Wilstone.

Thomas Colley of Tring, one of the ringleaders, was tried for
murder and hanged at a crossroads half a mile away, where his
body hung in chains from the gibbet for several years. I have
many documents about the event and have constructed a fam-
ily tree of more than 400 Gregorys going back to 1250 in the
area. Here is an extract from the inquest testimony of Robert
Gregory in 1751.

“This Examinant on his oath says that he lives at Wilston
Green in the Parish of Tring aforesaid and about 2 or 3 of the
clock in the afternoon of Monday the 22nd Day of April last
some of his children came in to this examinants house and
said they have got them, which this examinant understood to
be John Osborn and Ruth his wife whom he had heard were to
be duck’d on that Day as a Wizard and Witch.

Upon that he went into one of his
own fields called Day’s field to find
out whether the Alarm was true or not
and there saw a great number of peo-
ple going towards some water in a
Meadow called Ten acres, where he
imagined they were going to duck the
said poor people. That said the water
being a running water some people
had stop’d the current in order to pen
a head for ducking them as Witches
but this Examinant broke down the
shank and told the mob that there was
no water there whereupon several of
them offered to strike him with sticks
and he believes they would, had he
not gone away from them.

And he further says that the number of people there assem-
bled might be near 400 but he says that he does not know any-
one of them and that they were all strangers to him.”

Great stories from the nation’s family tree: The last ‘witch’

The Half Moon Public house in Wilstone
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What’s on... 
Diary dates...
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)
The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 15 March, Wilstone village hall.

Wednesday 19 April, Puttenham, Cecilia Hall

Friday 3 March
Quiz in aid of Iain Rennie Hospice. Long Marston vil-
lage hall, 7.30 for 8pm. (See ad page 5).
Tuesday 14 March
WI Open meeting. “This Tormented Planet” 8pm
Victoria Hall
Friday 17 March
Girls’ Night Out fashion show at Tring School. 7pm.
Sunday 19 March
Spring cleaning of LM village hall. All day!
Saturday 25 March
Ashridge visitor centre (NT): Make a Mothers Day card.
12 till 4pm. No booking required. 01442 851227.
Saturday 25 March
Crocus Walk. 2pm.Wilstone War Memorial
Saturday 25 March
Tring and district model railways Open Day. See page 21
Sunday 26 March
Mothering Sunday Service 10am. All Saints Church
Sunday 2 April
Beetle Drive (in aid of All Saints Church).3-5pm Long
Marston Village Hall
Friday 7 April
Cake stall at Tring Market (in aid of All Saints Church)
Saturday 8 April
Strictly Ballroom for Fun, Wilstone village hall, 8pm.
Tuesday 11 April
WI Open meeting “How to be an Evacuee”
Friday 21 April
Family Bingo Night. Long Marston Village Hall
Saturday 22 April
Jumble Sale, St Mary’s Puttenham.
Friday 28 April
Ballroom dancing practice for the May Ball, 8 - 10pm,
Long Marston village hall.
Friday 28 April
“Cabaret comes to Tring School”, 8pm.
Saturday 29 April
Abba Revival Night. Wilstone village hall. Tickets £15
from Wilstone village shop.
Saturday 29 April
Tennis club Quiz night

Wilstone Village Hall Committee Presents... 
 

Strictly Ballroom for Fun! 
Another fantastic evening for everyone who 

loves dancing. 
Back by popular demand following the huge success of the 
first event.  No obligation to be any good at it - just get 

on the floor and have fun! All dance enthusiasts welcome.  
Ballroom, Latin and Jive. Help from dance professionals
Joanne and Gordon. If you really are hopeless, come any-
way - there’s a bar! A great social evening with non-stop 

music to dance to.   
 

Saturday 8th April, 8pm  
Wilstone Village Hall 

 

Tickets £6 from Margaret Buchi 01442 890599

Coming shortly for dance enthusiasts 
The LM&P Horticultural Society are pleased to announce: 

Ballroom practice evenings Long Marston
Village Hall on Friday 28th April and Friday 5th May, 8pm to
10pm. Just come along. Which will help you when you go to

The May Ball on 13th May 2006  

Registered Charity No.1022604 

A St Patrick’s Day Special

Friday 17th March 2006
Desborough Hall

Tring School
7.00 p.m.

Bring your Mum, your Daughter, your Grandma,
your friends, your cousins etc.

For a great Girls’ Night Out
An enjoyable night of High Street shopping

without leaving Tring!

Major chain store clothes at 30-60% off store prices!
Clothes available to purchase on the night -

no ordering or waiting!

Tickets: £3.50 adults (includes a glass of wine)
£2.50 for accompanying students.

Tickets available from Tring School Reception, Dennis’s of Tring
and P.E. Mead and Sons Farm Shop, Wilstone.
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Monday 1 May
May Day at St. Mary’s, Puttenham, 6am. (Yes, 6am).
Friday 5 May
Ballroom dancing practice for the May Ball, 8 - 10pm,
Long Marston village hall.
Monday 8 May
Wilstone Village Hall AGM 8pm
Saturday 13 May
May Ball, Cecilia Hall, Puttenham (LM&PHS).
Saturday 20 May
Wilstone village fete, 2pm.
Sunday 21 May
Children’s bike event. 10.30am from Long Marston.
Saturday 10 June
“Royal Garden Party” at Puttenham.
Sunday 18 June
Marsworth Steam & Vintage Rally
Saturday 24 June
Midsummer ramble. From Long Marston.
Saturday 1 July
International accordionist Alexander Korbakov (of the
Russian State Orchestra) in concert at Long Marston.
Sunday 2 July
Family Games at Puttenham.
Saturday 8 July
Tea at the Tower, Long Marston.
Sunday 16 July
Car Treasure Hunt and BBQ, Wilstone village hall.
Saturday 5 August
Long Marston annual village show, 2pm.
Sunday 13 August
St Mary’s, Puttenham, Patronal Festival.
Saturday 2 September
Jumble Sale at Astrope Folly.
Saturday 7 October
Strictly Ballroom for Fun. Wilstone village hall, 8pm.
Saturday 14 October
October supper and auction - Puttenham Trust.
Saturday 21 October
“Opportunity Knocks!” for local talent. Wilstone, 8pm.
Saturday 28 October
Children’s Hallowe’en Party, Wilstone village hall.
Friday 17 November
Wine tasting at Wilstone village hall.
Saturday 25 November
The Cecilia Concert, Puttenham.
Tuesday 19 December
Carols around the Christmas tree, Long Marston, 7pm.
Sunday 31 December
New Year’s Eve party at Wilstone village hall.

... don’t miss anything with our new extended guide to local events! 

Cabaret Comes to Tring School 
Friday 28th April 2006 

8.00 p.m. Desborough Hall 
The Unusualists 

You have probably never seen the word before; neither will you
have seen an act quite like this! A unique act, full of surprises
and comedy at its best. Illusions that go hilariously wrong,
levitation with a difference and fire eating as you have never
seen it before! Melton Mowbray has supported many top stars
around the world and has appeared on television. Truly, an act
not to be missed.

Rock the night away to the 
Sounds of the 70’s! 

For the second half of our Cabaret Night, you can rock the
night away to the 70’s music of Tim Torode, a Marc Bolan trib-
ute artist.

Tickets just £10 for this fantastic evening.
Please bring your own drinks, glasses and food as required.

Both acts come highly recommended by Alvin Printwhistle, the star
of last year’s Elvis Evening (and often seen in Wilstone Village Hall).

P.S. Elvis is booked for April 2007

For tickets send a cheque (payable to Friends of
Tring School) to Friends of Tring School, Mortimer
Hill, Tring, Herts. HP23 5JD, together with your
name, contact telephone number and a stamped,
self addressed envelope. Tickets also available
from Dennis’s of Tring and P.E. Mead and Sons
Farm Shop, Wilstone

Registered Charity No.1022604 
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In Brief... 

REFLEXOLOGY  -   I NDIAN HEAD MASSAGE 
SWEDISH MASSAGE  -   FACIALS 

 
TO  BOOK  AN  APPOINTMENT  OR  IF  YOU WOULD  LIKE  MORE  

INFORMATION CALL  LESLEY   ELWELL   BTEC HND.   M.I.C.H.T.    

ON  07791  668187 
MEMBER  OF  THE  FEDERATION  OF HOLISTIC  THERAPISTS  

AND   FULLY INSURED. 
 

TREATMENT  ROOM  IN  PITSTONE 

Simply Relaxing 

P.E.MEAD 
& Sons 

FARM SHOP 
 

Always a big selection of quality  
fresh vegetables. Extensive freezer selection 

too. Home produced beef and lamb. 
 

Top brand pet food and Heygates animal 
feeds. Also stockists of Heygates flour. 

 
And have a break with a great cappuccino in 

the Cafe and Gift Shop, set in the historic  
surroundings of a restored 18th century barn.  
Toasted sandwiches, salads and ploughmans. 

 

Open 9 - 5.30 M-S; Sun 9.30 - 4.30 
Lower Ickneild Way, Wilstone Green 

(01442) 828478 

Village News invitation
All readers, distributors and contributors are invited to take
part in an open discussion on developing the village magazine
over the coming months. The discussion will follow the AGM
at 8pm on Monday 3rd April and all new ideas are welcome.
If you want to get involved as a reporter, writer or editor then
come along too. Come to the Half Moon at Wilstone at 8pm,
where the discussion will be held in the side room, which is a
no-smoking area. If you can’t come but would like to get in-
volved, then contact Phil Buchi on 01442 890599.

Trailing behind the Warden
A splendid new trailer is to be provided for use by the Village
Warden, Colin Reedman. At present the heavy lawnmowers
owned by the Council have to be lifted into the back of his car
- no mean feat, and an unsuitable arrangement. The trailer can
be towed behind his car and has a ramp to load and unload the
machines. It will also no doubt be useful for moving the
scores of old tyres which the Warden spends a lot of time pull-
ing out of the ditches in which they have been dumped.

Crocus Walk

Local walkers are stepping out to support Breakthrough Breast
Cancer on 25th March as part of the Mothers Day Crocus
Walks, sponsored by Norwich Union. The funds raised from
these walks will help to fund Breakthrough's vital research and
education work and Norwich Union is promising to match
pound for pound all funds raised, up to an amazing £100,000.
Jo Woodbridge is organising a walk from Wilstone War
Memorial at 2pm.
Please contact Jo on 01442 891444 for a sponsorship form or
turn up and donate £5 on the day.

Can you help provide…
…a warm welcome for a lunch club for people over 60s in
Wilstone and Long Marston?

Lunch clubs provide a hot meal and a warm welcome for over
60s throughout the borough of Dacorum. They offer an ideal
opportunity for people over 60 to socialise over a meal and
make new friends. It is a two course hot meal, which is
freshly prepared and cooked on the day by fully qualified
staff. So for us to run a lunch club in the parish we do not
need any willing cooks, instead we need volunteers to serve
the food and clear up afterwards. We would also need some-
one to collect the meals from a central place. Would you be
prepared to help? If so please contact Revd. Martin Mac-
donald (01442) 384952 or Revd. Huw Bellis (01442) 851200

Tents wanted for Fete
Wilstone Village Fete Committee are seeking the loan of a
small marquee or gazebo to use at the Wilstone Fete on 20
May. If you can help please phone Margaret Buchi on 01442
890599.
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The Queens Head
Long Marston

Food Served
Lunchtimes & Evenings

12 noon - 2pm & 7pm - 9pm
Sunday Roast+ 12noon –5pm

Fullers & Guest Ales

Live Music
Tuesday 7th March
Live Spanish Music

11th March
Funk Ya Mamma

25th March
Looters

8 April
R 2 S

01296 668368
w.w.w.thequeenshead.uk.net

New for 2006! 
Tapas menu

on Monday and Tuesday evenings 

The University of the Third Age

THE University of The Third Age [U3A] boasts
more than 150,000 members nationally and is dedi-
cated to promoting education and leisure activities
for men and women who have retired from full-
time employment. Some of the activities offered at
branches are Line Dancing, Digital Imaging, Local
History, Foreign Languages and many others.

On 25th January 2006 a new branch of U3A was
formed at Aston Clinton.
A small group of enthusiasts had publicised the
date of this inaugural public meeting and over one
hundred persons attended. Their reaction was so
positive that not only was the go-ahead agreed but
a Steering Committee was formed and twelve Inter-
est Groups were proposed. Geoff Young, of Ayles-
bury Vale U3A and Barbara Wilkinson of
Wendover U3A, spoke of the development oppor-
tunities of this new facility. The next meeting will
also include an interesting talk on a local historic
event which hit the national headlines.
Retired persons will be welcome on
Wednesday 15th March at 10am at The Sports &
Social Club
which is opposite The Duck Inn, London Road.
Further details Phone :- Ralph at 01296 612 515 or
Barbara at 01296 696716.

This Tormented Planet

500 million years of the earth’s history in an evening. The
hows, whys and wheres of volcanoes and earthquakes.
Global warming in a geological perspective. Will air condi-
tioning or central heating be the better investment for the 21st

century?

Local geologist David Kelland (pictured here with a currently
benign Vesuvius) will discuss these issues during his illus-
trated talk at the WI’s March
meeting. This will be an-
other of their popular Open
Evenings.

Everyone is welcome at the
Victory Hall on Tuesday
March 14th at 8pm. Visitors
£2 including refreshments.
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WALKING & WORKING STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone 01442 822115
Wilstone, Hertfordshire

J B Services 

patios & drives 
block, shingle & tarmac 

drainage work  
exterior maintenance  

rubbish clearance 
no job too small 

tel: 07799 398335, 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

RAMAGE & SON 
LANDSCAPES 

For all your garden needs. 
Fencing, grass cutting, patios and paths. 

Logs for sale. 
Telephone: 

Stuart: 01442 890842 
(Mob - 0797 906 0675) 
Bob: 01494 433106 

(Mob - 0778 877 7785) 

4D BUILDING 
SERVICES 

Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments
All aspects of building

Tel: 01442 826932 Mob: 07778 482970

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com

Wilstone Post Office 
& Village Stores 

 

Wholesome foods, local produce  
and friendly personal service. 

 
Monday to Friday 8am-6pm  

(except Wednesday half-day 8am-12 noon). 
Saturday 8am-1pm    Sunday 9am-12 noon 

 

Fine Delicatessen with cooked chicken, salt beef, 
ham, pate, smoked salmon, home made cottage pies, 

pasta salads and pasties. 
 

Locally produced sirloin steak, chicken, lamb 
chops and pork chops fresh in on Fridays and Satur-

days. 
 

Also, ask about our new Gluten Free cakes and biscuits.  
“They taste great”, our customers tell us. 

 

You can get cash with no charges  
if you bank with  

Barclays, Lloyds TSB, Alliance and Leicester, Co-op Bank. 

complimentary interior design solutions  
made to measure curtains & blinds  

designer fabrics and wallpapers  
custom made furniture, re-upholstery  

0870 8503148   
email:dezrezinteriors@aol.com

dez rez  
desirable residential interiors    
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Reviewed by Rebecca Wass         

Ten Days Unshaven and Amos 
At The Queen’s Head, Long Marston

IT has been a fantastic month for the Queen’s Head,
with two brilliant bands and more people turning up
each time.
On Saturday 28th January, the Queen’s Head was
electric, and not just because of the amount of amps
the guys from Ten Days Unshaven had lugged to
the venue. There was a definite sense of anticipation
as the audience collected their drinks, found tables
and waited eagerly for Danny, Chris and Paul to
start their performance.

Chris, Danny and
Paul giving their
performance at the
Queen’s Head, Long
Marston.

Ten Days Unshaven have been playing together
since 2004, and their set was a showcase of signifi-
cant talent and a love of the blues genre. Their mu-
sic is a clear blend of musical influences including
BB King, Rory Gallagher and Eric Clapton; a crea-
tion they call ‘blues with a hint of anarchic rock’.

Memorably during the night, the trio from Hitchin
breezed through a series of covers from legends
such as Jimi Hendrix (Voodoo child and Hey Joe)
and Lynyrd Skynyrd (Sweet Home Alabama). The
classics had everyone dancing in their seats, the
more adventurous few taking to their feet! Check
them out on 4th March when they will be playing at
the Offley Recreation Centre in Hitchin.

Just two weeks later, the Queen’s Head played host
to another fantastic band: A.M.O.S (which appar-
ently stands for whatever you want it too). A.M.O.S
are an alternative covers band from Watford, with
an incredible stage presence. Despite a few prob-
lems with the mike, they were a huge hit at the
Queen’s Head, which was packed! Their set in-
cluded a series of popular covers, which had the en-

tire pub singing (and moshing) along. This included
Morrissey’s ‘Irish Blood English
Heart’; Electric Six’s ‘Gay Bar’
and my personal favourite, Pla-
cebo’s ‘Every Me, Every You’.
Each song was performed with a
clear passion for rocking out,
resulting in the audience not
wanting to leave! The band con-
tinued with a fantastic encore,
that included a cover of the Ash
hit ‘Burn Baby Burn’.

Funk Ya Mumma will be playing at the Queen’s
Head at 9pm on the 11th March, featuring the bassist
from Katie Buckhaven’s band, it should be a good
night.

Check out www.lemonrock.com for details of more
gigs in the local area.

(Photos by Rory McKenna)

TRING CHARITIES
(Registered Charity No. 207805)

ALMSHOUSES IN TRING

FROM time to time, one and two bedroom bunga-
lows become available to let, for people who cur-
rently live in Aldbury, Long Marston, Marsworth,
Pitstone, Puttenham, Tring, Wigginton or Wilstone.
Applicants, one of whom must be aged 55 or over,
must not own their own home or have savings in
excess of £16,000. The average weekly maintenance
contribution (equivalent to “rent” for housing bene-
fit purposes) is £60 for a one bedroom property and
£70 for a two bedroom property. If you would like
to be considered for the Waiting List, please tele-
phone the Secretary to the Trustees, on 01442
827913 (weekday office hours only), for an applica-
tion form.
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A.J.Waring
Carpentry Services

Fully Qualified Local Carpenter
All aspects of commercial

& domestic carpentry considered

Get someone else to do all those jobs
you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages!

Phone Andy
(01525) 240691

Registered Child Minder
Has VACANCIES for children under 8 years old.

Loving and caring environment.
Fully equipped playroom & enclosed Garden.

Local school/playgroup pickup.
References available. Fully insured.

For more details please call Debbie on

(01296) 662806

The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 
A variety of eye treatments 

Gift vouchers available 
 

Take advantage of a 20% discount  
off your first treatment 

 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

Berkhamsted 

Carpet Cleaning Ltd 
Carpets ▪ Oriental Rugs ▪ Upholstery 

 high quality professional service              

domestic & commercial 

excellent value             fully insured 

 free consultation and quote 

 references available        

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ                  

Tel 01442 876622 Mob: 0788 4058795 

ANOTHER EVENT ORGANISED BY
FRIENDS OF LONG MARSTON

SCHOOL
NOT TO BE MISSED

Our quizmaster this year is the unmissable 

Toby Davidson 

of Long Marston 
Teams of 6 or 8 people are welcome.  Bring your own drinks and 

nibbles. 
Come and join the fun.  £3 per person. 

 
For further details contact Alison Munt on  

01296 662282  
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Paper Hanging. Painting.
Coving. Tiling. Etc...

For a Friendly & Tidy Service Guaranteed.
Free Estimate

Please Call Adrian Bystra

Quality

Painting & Decorating

Tel: 01296 688429
www.ambdecorate.com

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE,  
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,HEDGE 
CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING  

AND MUCH MORE. 
FOR REASONABLE PRICED WORK 

DONE WELL CONTACT  
MARK LEE 0791 435 5180 

FIELDWIN SERVICES

David and Alan Winfield

Landscape Gardening.
All types of garden work undertaken.

All types of fencing supplied and erected.
Paths, Patios, Drives and Walls.

Also:
Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating.

Estimates Free

Ivy Cottage, 23 Cheddington Lane,
Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QP

Telephone 01296 668977
Mobile 07778 919333 (David)
Mobile 07803 058655 (Alan)

A NEW freephone service has been launched to help the resi-
dents of Hertfordshire to find the best grants and discounts to
insulate their homes.
Promoted under the Warmer Homes Greener Herts banner, the
0800 freephone service works by identifying the best value
scheme or combination of grants or discounts for each caller’s
particular circumstances, saving them time and expense.
The helpline is managed by Milton Keynes Energy Agency
(MKEA), the independent, not-for-profit company responsible
for the Beds & Herts Energy Efficiency Advice Centre.
MKEA’s Chief Executive, Gary Cowell, commented:
“Insulating your home is one of the most cost-effective ways

to cut your energy bills and to help your home stay warmer in
winter. Fully insulating your home will stop around 40% of
the heat you pay for from escaping through walls and the roof,
easily saving you £100 or more on your annual heating bills.”
Generous discounts on loft and cavity wall insulation are cur-
rently available to all local residents who own their homes or
rent privately. The discount is as much as 50% off the normal
cost. Residents in receipt of certain benefits may also be eligi-
ble for a grant to cover the full cost of the work.

To find out more, call the helpline on 0800 80 48 777. Lines
are open Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm.

Homeowners and private tenants invited to insulate for less

Alphabet Anecdotes

AS EASY AS ABC

A Burglar Cannot Daily Escape From Getting Himself In
Jail. Keeping Loose Means Nevertheless Outwitting Police
Quite Regularly. Society Typifies Unrepentant Villains/
Wrongdoers "X-rated Yobs, Zero-tolerated".

Spot the deliberate mistake

Did you spot the deliberate (!) mistake in last months edition?
Look again if you still have a copy.
I know the Almighty has wonderful powers but even he can
not make a table and chairs float upside down on the ceiling
in the church. See article on Pole Dancing on page 3.

Hopefully there are no mistakes in this edition , but don't
bank on it!
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Parish Council news         

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont 01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster 01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan 01296 661 716

Mrs Kim Deathe 01296 662 623

The Clerk to the Council is:
Mrs Dawn Slade 01442 824 138

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques 
shop in Wilstone for 14 years, and are always happy 

to advise or help anyone interested in buying or 
selling antiques. To get in touch phone 

01442 890990 or 07860 910034. 
armsonantiques@ic24.net

Our website is up and running and updated regularly.
www.armsonantiques.com

We are frequently on the premises, but to view the 
stock a prior phone call is definitely  

recommended. 
 

The Old Post Office 
34 Tring Road 

Wilstone, Nr Tring, Herts 
HP23 4PB 

 

Village homes for local people?
Housing needs survey goes ahead

THE promised housing needs survey is to go ahead, with sur-
vey forms delivered to every home in the parish, enclosed with
this edition of Village News. The survey is in two parts. The
first 5 questions are for everyone to answer, with the remain-
der aimed at people who are actually in need of housing in the
villages. A specialist organisation, The Rural Housing Trust,
has been engaged by the Parish Council to undertake the sur-
vey on their behalf and to compile the report. Survey forms
have to be returned by 10th March. The Council will use the
report to assess local housing needs and also see if there is
local support for a new housing scheme aimed at local people.

Village homes for local people is how any new scheme
would be developed. Councillors have been at pains to ex-
plain that any new scheme would be completely different to
the ill-fated ‘affordable’ housing at The Mill in Wilstone. Any
new homes would be for local people on a rental or shared
ownership at reasonable rates. And a big difference is that the
homes could never be bought outright, so they would remain
available for local people in perpetuity. Apparently the key to

keeping the costs down is the price of the land - which would
be obtained at low cost for these special schemes.

Cllr Mike Tomlinson said: “We ask every resident to support
the survey - it will benefit our families and the future of our
community.” So we have a chance to have our say. It is
probably the nearest we will get to a referendum. Democracy
in action in Tring Rural. Send in your form by 10th March. (If
for some reason you don’t have a form, call Mrs Dawn Slade,
Clerk to the Council, on 01442 824138.)

Airfield activities action
The communications blitz by the Parish Council to get some
co-ordinated enforcement action on the unauthorised commer-
cial activities at Marsworth airfield seems to have paid divi-
dends. Two authorities, Aylesbury Vale District Council and
Bucks County Council, have put up their hands and declared
that they are responsible for taking the necessary action. They
have both sent detailed reports to the Parish Council which
indicate that they understand the situation and what should be
done. More importantly, Bucks County Council have actually
done something, issuing on 10th February an enforcement
notice against the unauthorised concrete crushing operation
which is responsible for most of the heavy lorry movements,
noise and dust. The owners have until 27th March to desist -
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by Phil Buchi     

FANCY SOME WINTER SUN?
Then it’s the perfect time to visit

the Portuguese Algarve.

Two delightful self-catering holiday cottages set in the idyllic
citrus growing region of the central Algarve. Spacious land-
scaped gardens and beautiful terraces with swimming pool. Ideal
location for walking, cycling and bird watching. Take advantage
of our low winter rates and bargain flights with easyjet.com from
Luton – Faro.

Average daytime temperatures of 20-25 ºC, 70-80 ºF.
Stunning beaches and world-class golf and tennis facilities

within easy reach.
For a brochure telephone Lucy Glasser (00 351) 282 332 119

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,
We will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters.

Fully insured.
Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets

and other small animals.
Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

A letter from the Clerk to Dacorum Chief Executive Daniel
Zammit appealing for help appears to have been instrumental
in getting some behind-the-scenes action. This letter was sup-
ported by Dacorum Cllr Derek Townsend who went to see Mr
Zammit to discuss the problems being caused to the local com-
munity. Councillors, though pleased to see some action at
last, having now got everyone’s attention - agreed to keep the
pressure on.

Lighting-up time for tennis
Long Marston Tennis Club is losing out to other clubs with
better facilities because they cannot play matches in the winter
and early summer evenings, representatives of the club told
the Council meeting.
Concern about declining membership had led the club to con-
sider seeking planning consent for the provision of floodlight-
ing for their courts by the cricket ground. They asked the Par-
ish Council if they would support a planning application if it
was made. Councillors were concerned about light pollution
in this lovely spot, but club officials pointed out that improve-
ments in technology meant that unobtrusive lighting could be
provided with little ‘overspill’. It was agreed that a number of
Councillors would visit a nearby club with similar lights to
those proposed so that they could see for themselves.

Website links: free offer
The new website for the Parish Council will be up and running
within a few weeks, reported Cllr Kim Deathe who is leading
the project. She said that any local organisation or business
that would like a free link to their own web site included on
the Council’s web pages could apply direct to her - the sooner
the better to be included in the initial work. Email details of
your request to ckdeathe@aol.com

£10M for Herts Highways
Hertfordshire Highways have announced that their budget has
been increased by £10M in 2006/2007 because of the grim
state of local roads. Wow. Maybe there is a hope for the
long-awaited Lukes Lane ‘major scheme’ that was agreed in
2005, and then promptly shelved because of lack of funds.
The same thought clearly crossed Councillors’ minds, as they
agreed to fire off a strongly worded note to HH reminding
them of past promises. If they get in quick before every other
parish, the repairs may be done before Gubblecote becomes
completely detached from the rest of the county, and drifts off
into Bucks. It would be a shame to lose them.
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“Real things of real use to the community”
The work of Dawn Slade - Clerk to the Parish Council
by Phil Buchi

ONE evening each month Dawn Slade leaves her
home at Miswell Farm to visit the far-flung corners
of Tring Rural parish armed with a car boot full of
papers, reports and agendas. She is heading for the
monthly meeting of our Parish Council, which it is
her job to organise. For she carries with her the title
“Clerk to the Parish Council”, and is a public offi-
cial employed for our benefit. Organising the
monthly meeting is only part of the job though, and
Village News sent this reporter down the steep nar-
row track to Miswell Farm to find out what else she
does for us. This is what I found out.

Dawn at home, hard
at work on the computer.

Dawn Slade has been Clerk to the Council for five
years. A former teacher from Wing, she wanted a
useful job which she could organise from home, and
which would fit in with her other work as a farmer’s
wife.

To qualify for this public office she undertook a for-
mal training programme to gain the necessary cer-
tificate. A Clerk has to know all about the legal as-
pects of the Parish Council, as part of her job is to
advise Councillors on their powers, duties and pro-
cedures. She is paid for 20 hours work per month,
plus the time she spends at meetings which she at-
tends at the request of Councillors. Her month’s
work revolves around the monthly Council meeting
for which she agrees the agenda with the Chairman,
prepares all the papers for Councillors, assists the
Chairman during the meeting, notes the actions re-
quired by the meeting and writes the minutes. But
in a way, the real work begins when she gets back
home - as she is the person who takes the actions
which result in things getting fixed.
Dawn deals direct with council officials at Dacorum

BC and Hertfordshire CC, as well as at the
neighbouring Aylesbury Vale DC and Bucks CC, in
order to turn Parish Councillors’ decisions into ac-
tion. As the Council’s finance officer, she also pays
the bills and manages the budget. Some of the tasks
are long term. Last year, for example, she helped
with the Parish Plan and spent a lot of time provid-
ing the Council’s support to Long Marston FC’s
application for the £10,000 grant from the Football
Foundation, which required endless paperwork. But
both these actions succeeded in the end, and Dawn
thinks that you have to take a long-term view. “It is
often difficult to get the immediate actions you
would like from government agencies,” she said,
“but if you keep pushing things along in the right
direction you can get a result - you just have to keep
at it”. She is particularly pleased with some of the
Council’s recent projects: the very successful Vil-
lage Warden scheme, the Parish Plan, maintaining
the Millennium copse, the planned new football
pitch, and the village hall floor refurbishment at
Wilstone. “These are all real things of real use to
the community,” she added..

Dawn at home
with the herd.

Sounds like good value for 20 hours each month.
Parish Council Chairman Mike Tomlinson agrees.
He said; “The job of Clerk is an integral part of the
Council without which the machinery does not
work. The amount of behind-the-scenes work that
Dawn carries out for us is of real significance in
getting things done. We are very fortunate to have
her skill and experience working for the benefit of
the community”.
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THERE IS no doubt about it, walking is good for you. It’s
good for your heart, it’s good for your lungs, it’s good for the
muscle and bone growth of your children and it’s good for
your feeling of wellbeing! Strong scientific evidence now sup-
ports the many benefits to health of regular walking - it is rec-
ommended that we take at least 10,000 steps a day.
Studies show that walking can:

• Reduce the risk of coronary heart disease and stroke
• Lower blood pressure
• Reduce high cholesterol and improve blood lipid pro-

file
• Reduce body fat
• Enhance mental well being

So, how do you find out what is on offer?

www.walkinginherts.co.uk gives you all the information you
need for the best walking in the County:

Guided walks: eighty walks detailed every month. The web-
site tells you how long the walk is, which group is running it,
when and where it starts and a contact number in case of ques-
tions.

Books of walks: There are more than twenty books of walks
for the County. All the details are here.
Leaflets of walks: More than eighty leaflets are produced
around the County, many of them difficult to find. Not any
more! www.walkinginherts.co.uk list them all.
Walking groups: Every walking group in the County is listed
(more than 35 of them!).

There are also links so that you can check: the weather for
your walk, links to other useful sites, how to get to your walk
by public transport - and more is being added all the time.
So check out the website and get walking!

A new website for walkers in Hertfordshire by John Harris

Quirky Quotes No 79: 
The Committee 
 
IT may strike a chord with those who have served as Chair-
person that one of the dictionary definitions of “Committee”
is “a person entrusted with the care of lunatics or imbeciles”.
The exasperation and boredom of sufferers of these some-
times rambling and often prolonged meetings have over the
years produced many meaningful quotes:

A Committee takes a week to do what one good person can
do in an hour.

To get something done a Committee should consist of no
more than 3 people, 2 of whom are absent.

A Committee is a cul-de-sac down which ideas are lured and
then quietly strangled.

If you want to kill any idea in the world get a Committee
working on it.

A Committee is a group of people who individually can do
nothing, but as a group decide nothing can be done.

If Columbus had had an advisory Committee he would proba-
bly still be at the docks.

A Committee is a group of the unwilling chosen from the
unfit to do the unnecessary.

To kill time, a Committee meeting is the perfect weapon.

A Committee is a group of people who keep minutes and
waste hours.

Scientific table of values
This is pretty heavy scientific stuff......converting
units. And there are some American references in it
which y'all should get.

1. Ratio of an igloo's circumference to its diameter =

Eskimo Pi

2. 2000 pounds of Chinese soup = Won ton

3. 1 millionth of a mouthwash = 1 microscope

4. Time between slipping on a peel and smacking the
pavement = 1 bananosecond

5. Weight an evangelist carries with God = 1 billigram

6. Time it takes to sail 220 yards at 1 nautical mile per
hour = Knotfurlong

7. 16.5 feet in the Twilight Zone = 1 Rod Serling

8. Half of a large intestine = 1 semicolon

9. 1,000,000 aches = 1 megahurtz

10. Basic unit of laryngitis = 1 hoarsepower

11. 52 cards = 1 decacards

12. 2 million bicycles = 2 megacycles
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The agricultural story line... by David Mead 

Fly Tipping
Contact Dacorum Waste Services on 01442 228666 to re-
port any incidents of fly tipping. Call the police if you see
the crime being committed.

Gubblecote Field Part 2: The U.S. occupation
LAST month I was in the big field at Gubblecote close to
Dixon’s Gap canal bridge. I mentioned folded sheep and
asked: what was a fold beetle? Answer: a hammer with a
shaped metal head that cupped over the top of the small fold
stakes preventing splitting. I remember any broken stakes
were not discarded but taken home to burn under the copper
on wash day.

At the beginning of the war a 10-acre section was taken over,
with a concrete road winding from Dixon’s Gap to Blue Bells.
The beginning at the canal bridge is still there. The last 250
yards is still complete at the Marsworth end. There was a
square brick guard room at the bridge end. On the left side in
the middle was a large Nissan hut style building. Inside was a
large dining room with a kitchen area. A smaller building on
the right of the road was a NAAFI-style shop. Further down
was a brick water tower and then a coal yard. Against our
parents wishes we would walk down to the bridge over the
stream. “Got any gum chum?” was the request made of the
U.S. servicemen. They seemed more interested in the health
of our big sisters, which when you are 7 years old seemed po-
lite but did not help our desire for chewing gum! On another
occasion we approached the guard room. A U.S. gentleman
approached and said; “Do you know what we do with little
boys back home? We cut off their heads and put them on the
mantle piece”, to which my 5-year old cousin Andrew replied;
“ My Daddy wouldn’t like that!” I think we were banned from
visiting after that - you can’t be too sure.

After the war everything including the road was demolished
and the land reverted to being an arable field again. We still
plough up the odd piece of concrete. The only things left are a

The remaining fragment of the concrete military road by
Dixon's Gap bridge, looking towards Marsworth.

few concrete fence posts beside the track to Gubblecote Farm
Cottage and a few paving stones painted with tar making a
path here at Great Farm. While I’m on the memory bit, if you
walk the footpath from the canal bridge to Marsworth having

crossed the stream there is a row of chestnut trees beside the
concrete road. These were bought by the wives and mothers
of American servicemen to improve the outlook of the camp.
While the American G.I.s ate their chicken on the other side of
the fence, we grew potatoes. All farmers were encouraged to
grow some, and to make harvesting easier children had two
weeks off school. They worked in pairs, each pair had about
25 yards to pick up. With buckets they filled the Hessian
sacks - some were quicker than others. In the idle moments
potatoes made good ammunition. Occasionally I had the job of
driving the Fordson tractor with potato spinner. Standing on
the clutch, engaging the noisy gears, going the right speed to
spin out all the potatoes. I must have been all of 11 years old.
The worst part, once you had dodged the flying potatoes, was
untangling the potato tops. If at all damp these wrapped
around every turning wheel and bearing. I believe the children
earned one shilling a bag - but I could be wrong on the
amount.

Harvesting didn’t stop at the wheat, oats and barley. Potatoes,
swedes and mangles had to be clamped before the frost, and
then the beans were carted and stacked in a rick. To prevent
shedding this was best done before the sun made them too dry.
Aren’t modern machines marvelous?!

MARTIN KEABLE 
 

For high quality painting,decorating 
& tiling with a smile ! 

 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

18 Old Farm, Pitstone 
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M. D. SPRING AUTOS
All Mechanical Repairs

Very Competitive Prices 
All Work Guaranteed

Vehicles Collected and Returned, 
No Extra Charge

MOTs Arranged, Welding, 
Breakdowns

Vehicles Bought & Sold
Wheels Balanced, 

Crypton Tuning
&

Fuel Injection Service
Paint & Panel Work, 

Insurance Repairs

Phone or Fax:01296 662280
Mobile:07860 847328

M. D. SPRING AUTOS
All Mechanical Repairs

Very Competitive Prices 
All Work Guaranteed

Vehicles Collected and Returned, 
No Extra Charge

MOTs Arranged, Welding, 
Breakdowns

Vehicles Bought & Sold
Wheels Balanced, 

Crypton Tuning
&

Fuel Injection Service
Paint & Panel Work, 

Insurance Repairs

Phone or Fax:01296 662280
Mobile:07860 847328

ELECTRICAL   

CONTRACTORS 
AND 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE  LTD 
 

♦ ADDITIONAL SOCKETS TO FULL RE-WIRES 
♦ REPLACEMENT CONSUMER UNITS (FUSE BOX) 
♦ STORAGE HEATER INSTALLATIONS AND 
 SERVICING 
♦ SHOWER & IMMERSION HEATER  
 INSTALLATIONS AND REPAIRS 
♦ OUTSIDE LIGHTING 
♦ LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING 
♦ SHED, GARAGE & POND SUPPLIES 
♦ ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL FAULT FINDING 
♦ P.A.T.(Portable Appliance Testing) 
♦ ELECTRICAL TESTING & INSPECTION 
♦ FREE ESTIMATES

TEL: 01296 712776 and 01582 668698                                
MOBILE: 07966 309846 and 07967 751001 

E-Mail...Dcelectricalltd@aol.com 

CARPET CLEANING
Call

ANTHONY LAWRENCE
19 Tring Road

Wilstone
Tring,Herts
HP23 4NU

01442 824250

MAN WITH A VAN!
Nationwide collection & delivery service

Anything considered e.g.
student moves, small house moves etc.

7 days a week
01296 427182
07770 237745
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IT was a shock for me when I stepped off the plane at Heath-
row airport a few weeks ago, as it was so cold. Unfortunately I
had to leave the warm sunshine of Tanzania behind!
I have just returned from Tanzania, where again we were busy
working on our business plan and the administrative issues
which will enable us to set the project up. Rashidi Sokolo met
me off the plan in Dar es Salaam; we visited his family and
then travelled all day on the bus to Arusha to meet the rest of
the team.

This trip to Tanzania was especially exciting as we had our
first Tanzanian Board of Trustees meeting. It felt like a really
big milestone for the project. The Board of Trustees comprise
of myself, Theo Mshabaha and David Bashumika (we are all
founding members of the project). The other Trustees are
David Lumala, who is a Teacher, but currently works as an
Education Development Officer for a Tanzanian NGO, and
Prudence Mugyabuso who works as a Pensions Officer for the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzanian. The Board of
Trustees meeting was held over 2 days, as there was a lot to
talk about. After much thinking, we agreed on the project’s
vision statement, which is as follows:
Supporting young people to build a stronger future 
and to share their acquired knowledge and skills 
with others in their community. 
Another of the decisions that we made was to employ a local
man called Mr Kitundu, to help us write our business plan and
budget proposal. Mr Kitundu used to be a mechanics Voca-
tional Training Teacher; but he currently works for a Catholic
Church Organisation as their Development Officer for the
vocational training centres they run. Therefore he has the
knowledge and information that we require to complete the
documents that we are writing. The team spent a lot of time
working on predicting the running costs of the project, but as
Social Workers it is hard for us to know the costs associated
with vocational training, so we are very pleased that Mr Ki-
tundu is willing to support us and share his knowledge.

Other advice we have received, is that if we could start the
project on a very small scale, it is more likely that donor or-
ganisations will be interested in supporting us. Therefore Mr
Kitundu will write a proposal to set up and run a vocational
training centre for six street youth for six months. We decided
to prioritise the street youth to begin with, as we feel they are
more vulnerable than the Maasai youth. This is basically due
to their living conditions of being on the street. We will em-
ploy a Vocational Training Teacher, to teach the young people
carpentry skills, we also want to employ a Social Worker and
Matron. Once Mr Kitundu has completed the report, we will

then know how much it was cost and we will need to fund
raise like crazy! We have to secure the funding to run the cen-
tre for at least 6 months before we start it, as hopefully within
the 6 months when it is running, we can obtain further funding
to enable the project to continue, eventually to get it to the full
capacity of 40 young people.
Mr Kitundu also took us to visit one of the Catholic Churches
vocational training centres. It was very useful and interesting
for me to see physically see a centre.

Another achievement is that we officially opened our office in
Monduli. We are renting this, as for the purposes of registra-
tion as a Tanzanian Trust we needed a physical address. It is a
large office, and we have bought one desk and chair to go in-
side. We also bought a second hand computer, from Mkom-
bozi (a centre for street children) as they have developed a link
with a UK charity that distributes used computers. I liked the
idea that our project has helped another Tanzanian project
which works with street children. All our achievements are
due to the fund raising which has happened locally, which my
Tanzanian colleagues would like me to pass on their Thanks –
Asante sana, to everyone who has helped.

Sarah with other
members of the
Board of Trustees

During the trip I spent some time with the street kids. On my
last evening, I worked with Theo on the street, visiting the
places where the young people sleep. We found many of them
around the dump area, which was just awful. So we took them
to an area where local women cook rice and beans on the
street corner. So they all sat down on the pavement and had a
hot meal for about 25p each. The street youth were so pleased
and again they asked me, when can we move to your centre?
They are desperate for this, and I had to explain, with Theo’s
help the process of writing the documentation and raising the
money.

So as you can see, I really need to raise more money. If you
would like to make a donation, you can do this on our website
www.youthinneed.org.uk or you can send a cheque to ‘Friends
of Youth In Need’ PO Box 46280, London, W5 1YD.

My Swahili improves a little bit each time I go to Tanzania, so
I thought share a few words with you, that you might want to
learn.
Hujambo – hello/how are you?
Sijambo – I’m fine
Kwheri - Goodbye
Jina lacko nani? – what is your name?
Jina langu ni Sarah – my name is Sarah.

Thanks, Sarah Henshaw.

Youth In Need Project
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LinleyBeauty Clinic

Lesley J. Spring 01296 660160

Facial Treatments
Including Make Up, Waxing, Massage, Cleansing Treatments, Eye Lash & 
Brow Tinting etc.
Body Treatments
Including Indian Head Massage, Back,Neck and Shoulder and Full Body 
Massages.
Hand & Foot Treatments
Including Manicures, Pedicures, Massage, Nail Extensions etc.

Electrolysis and Waxing Treatments
Also Top to Toe Treatmentsand “Wedding Day Special”

Long Marston
LinleyBeauty Clinic

Lesley J. Spring 01296 660160

Facial Treatments
Including Make Up, Waxing, Massage, Cleansing Treatments, Eye Lash & 
Brow Tinting etc.
Body Treatments
Including Indian Head Massage, Back,Neck and Shoulder and Full Body 
Massages.
Hand & Foot Treatments
Including Manicures, Pedicures, Massage, Nail Extensions etc.

Electrolysis and Waxing Treatments
Also Top to Toe Treatmentsand “Wedding Day Special”

Long Marston

The National Trust:
Ashridge Estate Visitor Centre
New Look for a New Season

FOR the new season in 2006 we have just com-
pleted the refurbishment of our Exhibition room at
the Ashridge Estate Visitor Centre. So this season
look out for the updates in our interactive Exhibi-
tion Room including the rewriting and updating of
the interpretive panels on the walls and the intro-
duction of a new 3D puzzle of the Bridgewater
Monument. With favourites such as the Interactive
Oak Tree and the bird hide still available.

The new model will allow people to discover 15
fascinating historical facts about the Ashridge Es-
tate and the Bridgewater Monument as they piece
back together a scaled down replica of the Monu-
ment. The Bridgewater Monument can be found
just outside the Visitor Centre built to commemo-
rate the 3rd Duke of Bridgewater and his work in
establishing a network of canals.

The money for this project was kindly raised by lo
cal National Trust Centres and Associations from
Amersham, Beaconsfield, and Watford.

For any further information please contact the
Ashridge Estate Visitor Centre on 01442 851227.
A full range of events are also available throughout
the season.

Leighton Linslade
Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

Would you like a new interest in your life?

Do you have a few hours a week free?

Do you enjoy interacting with the general
public?

Do you like finding the information to solve
problems?

Would you enjoy enabling people to cope with
problems?

Have you heard about the Citizens Advice
Bureau?

Each year your CAB deals with an average of 7500 enquiries
from the local community. Fully trained volunteers give ad-
vice on a very wide range of topics, from benefits to relation-
ship problems. We are currently looking to recruit new volun-
teers to join our team. No special qualifications or experience
are needed as a full individual training programme is given to
every volunteer. Most people give 8-10 hours per week, over
two days.

As well as helping clients, the CAB helps to identify issues
where clients have been unfairly treated and, as part of our
Social Policy activities, help to initiate legislative changes.

What do volunteers gain? We are a small friendly team who
enjoy getting to grips with knotty problems or unravelling
clients’ worries so that they can manage their lives more ef-
fectively. It is rewarding and stimulating work which is so
varied it can never be boring.
Interested? If so please contact the Manager, Barbara Brown,
either by phone on 01525 374589, or drop to see us at Bos-
sard House, West Street, Leighton Buzzard.

Once again I have the results of the Friends of Long Mar-
ston School Monthly Draw.
The winners are:

1st Prize £15 Ticket No:24 Name: Elaine Smith

2nd Prize £10 Ticket No:14 Name: Maria Adams

It is never too late to enter the Friends Monthly Draw!

Subscription is £10 per year (April to March) but a reduced

subscription is available if you join during the year. All pro-

ceeds help our village schoolchildren.

There are 2 prizes of £15 and £10 per month for 10 months

plus Jackpot prizes of £50 in July and December.
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A Restaurant that prides itself on the 
fabulous exotic taste of authentic Indian 

home style of cooking 

Banqueting Evening Every Tuesday Night 
A wonderful selection of dishes of your choice 

from the menu. 5.30pm to 11pm. 

Our Fabulous Sunday Buffet
A selection of different dishes every week 

12 noon - 3pm 

132 London Road, Aston Clinton,  
Buckinghamshire HP22 5HS 

Tel: 01296 630 399 - 01296 633 360 
www.shaadrestaurant.com 

Open 7 Days a Week for lunch & dinner,  
including Bank Holidays 

12 noon - 2.30pm & 5.30pm -11.30pm 

Excellent Takeaway Service 
20% Discount for a Limited Period 

Tel: 01442 825674 Mob: 07802 384151

E-mail: robertbriant@hotmail.com

12 Tring Road, Wilstone, Tring, Herts.

Rob Briant

A man and his van

Available to shift (almost) anything,
anywhere at any time. Household

removals, regular loads or one offs,
anything considered.

Rates are reasonable

REB Services

News from the Puttenham Trust

Sausage success!
THE “BANGERS & MASH” QUIZ NIGHT held on the 4th

February proved to be a very enjoyable evening, and provided
the super-brains of the evening in the shape of “Dazed and
Confused” – the winners for the evening, who went home
sharing a case of wine. The dunces, who received a lemon
each, were the W.I. Group!

After expenses, the evening raised £492.50 which was split
between The Puttenham Trust, and two charities: the Ryder
Cheshire Volunteers, nominated by Tony Bruce of Aylesbury
who is the Aylesbury Vale co-ordinator for the Volunteers,
and Pulmonary Hypertension nominated by Julie Wills of Lit-
tle Kingshill.

Our thanks to those who cooked the many kilo’s of potatoes
and sausages (82 mouths to be feed), and to everyone who
contributed items for the raffle. A very special thanks to our
quiz-master for the evening, Tom Wass, who also researched
and organised the questions, and not least our two adjudica-
tor’s, Lorraine and Julia.

MONTH BY MONTH by Factfile

M A R C H is a sort of mixty-maxty month. Keen gar-
deners hope it’s the beginning of Spring and just might start to
think of sending the mower off for its MoT, but they need to
be sensitive of the cold blustery winds and frequent night
frosts in planning sowing and planting. Most associated with
March are the narcissus or wild daffodil, known as the Lent
Lily, the star signs Pisces and Aries, and aquamarine – said to
be the treasure of mermaids and to keep sailors safe and free
from seasickness.
Sacred to the Roman god Mars, this month was the first in
their year and indeed in our calendar up until 1752 when 1
January became New Year’s Day instead of 25 March. There
are also the Saints’ Days of David and Patrick to celebrate,
Lent to contemplate and the commercialisation of Mothering
Sunday to enjoy.

Village News
Long Marston, Puttenham, Wilstone, Astrope, Gubblecote,

Little Tring, Startops End.
Notice of AGM

All readers, contributors and distributors are cordially invited to the
AGM to be held on

Monday 3 April 2006 at 8pm
at the Half Moon, Wilstone, for the purpose of receiving the

accounts for 2005 and appointing officers for 2006.
The short AGM will be followed by a discussion on developing the

village magazine over the next year, ending at about 9pm.
Further information from:

Carole Harrison, Secretary, 01296 668526
Phil Buchi, Chairman, 01442 890599
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Need an evening out? Come to
the Half Moon for great food,

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu
Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 
 

Tel: 01442 826410
A warm welcome guaranteed!

Floodlit feast of 4 for
Long Marston FC
Oving FC 0 (0) - Long Marston FC 4 (2)
by our sports editor

FOUR great goals was the tally for Long Marston in their first
floodlit game of the season. The Aylesbury and District
League Cup game against Oving FC was staged at the very
well equipped stadium of Berkhamsted Town FC - whose
floodlights enabled the fixture to be held on a Wednesday eve-
ning. Temperatures around zero degrees and a beach load of
sand on the pitch did not bode well for a goal feast, but there
were 2 in each half to keep the band of hardy spectators enter-
tained. The result: 4 - 0 in favour of our local side; two each
for Mark Swierczynski and new signing Andy McQuarrie.
Ample reward for the preparations which had been made.

The first team management pairing of Nobby King and his
brother George King have transformed the fortunes of the club
over the past few seasons. Under their leadership the first
team have established themselves in the premier division, but
are as yet unable to beat the second place achieved in their
first season back
in the division in
the 2003/2004
season. Cup
competitions are
a speciality too,
and with no less
than four tro-
phies up for
grabs this season
there are high
hopes for addi-
tions to the
silverware.
L to R: Club president Alan Winfield, manager Nobby
King, captain Phil Swierczynski and coach George King.

Tring & District 
Model Railway Club open day 

 

Saturday 25 March 2006   
10.30am to 5.00 pm 

at the Red Cross Hall, Tring 
 

Layouts, layouts, layouts!! 
 

What do you expect from a model railway exhibition?
Whatever it is, you will not be disappointed. Apart from the
perennial Club favourite, Chedham, which is quite a large lay-
out on a small scale, there are in addition various Club Mem-
bers’ own personal layouts and others drawn in from outside.
The variation in scale is very large, the smallest running on
track only 9mm wide, to the giant 45mm width of G gauge, so
called because it is suitable for permanent outdoor locations in
gardens.

As always, there will be the chidren’s hot favourite - Thomas
the Tank Engine - where they can take the controls themselves
and become real engine drivers. If you have environmental
leanings, do not fail to visit “Bramble Bottom”, where apart
from trains you will meet moles, ladybirds, mice and even the
humble earwig!

ADULTS £1.50 CHILDREN/OAP 1.00 FAMILY (2+2)
£4.00

Refreshments available.

The Long Marston line-up under floodlights at
Berkhamsted Town.
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“Rose Cottage” Kennels and  
Cattery, Wingrave.

26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are
enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise
paddocks. Personal attention at all times.

Inspection welcome

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on
(01296) 681306

COUNSELLING
Franzella Flowerdew
M.C.I.P.D.,Cert.CC Relate

Can’t communicate any more?
Can’t get over the loss of a relationship?

Difficulties with sex?
Having an affair?

Living with domestic violence?
Problems with stepchildren?

Difficulties dealing with divorce/separation?
It really helps to talk things through with an

experienced and sympathetic counsellor.
Ring in total confidence.

01442 822351
Mobile 07778 802748

Vale Burner  
Services Ltd 

 
Installation :  Commissioning 
Breakdown Repair :  Service 

 

OIL-FIRED BOILERS 
& RANGE COOKERS 

 
Tel/Fax 01844 299200 

THE  WOODWORK 
SHOP 

Your Project in Wood 

Unit 4b 
Woodlands Farm 
The Vale  
Chesham 
Bucks HP5 3NS 

Phone  or Fax 
01494 772600 
Email  ajm42@msn.com 

Made to measure furniture and architec-
tural  joinery. Board cutting service, MDF 

& timber etc supplied.   

Kitchens, bedrooms, offices, bookshelves, 
etc.       

Solid surface ( LG Hi-Macs ) worktops a 
speciality. 

Established 200 years

K.Y.GREEN
Independent Funeral Directors

Monumental Masons

29 Cambridge Street,
Aylesbury, Bucks.

HP20 1RP

For personal attention and advice phone

01296 – 482041
24 Hour Emergency Service

Private Chapel of Rest
Marsh Road, Little Kimble.

Golden Charter
Pre-payment Plans Available

Please contact us, without obligation,
for your free brochure
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Recipe Page                                  by Jane Kelly 

Crème  
 

Caramel 

This is my version of this classic dessert.
Keeps well in the fridge for 2/3 days.

What you need
• 225g (8oz) granulated sugar
• 300ml (½ pint ) water
• 600ml (1 pint ) milk ( full fat is best but semi skimmed works too )
• 300ml ( ½ pint ) double or whipping cream
• 4 eggs
• 2 egg yolks
• 50g ( 2oz ) caster sugar
• 1 teaspoon vanilla essence

What you do
1. Put the granulated sugar and water in a saucepan and heat gently

until the sugar is dissolved. Turn up the heat and boil rapidly (do
not stir) until the mixture is thick and golden brown in colour. Pour
immediately into a 1 litre ( 2 pint ) metal mould or ring. Very
carefully tilt the mould so that the sides get a coating of the caramel.
Set to one side.

2. Put the whole eggs, egg yolks, caster sugar and vanilla essence in a
large mixing bowl and combine thoroughly.

3. Put the cream and milk in a heavy based saucepan and very slowly
bring to just below boiling point.

4. Stir this mixture into the eggs and sugar stirring as you pour. Strain
this through a sieve onto the cooling caramel.

5. Put a folded newspaper ( see explanation below ) in a roasting tin.
Place the mould on top of the paper and put in a pre heated oven
180C, 350F or gas 4. Pour boiling water around the mould until in
comes up the sides of the tin. Cover loosely with foil and bake for
1hour 10mins or until set. Check at half time and top up the water.

6. Leave to go cold and then refrigerate
7. To serve loosen the crème caramel with a sharp knife and turn out

onto a deep dish. There may be some “toffee” left in the bottom.

A chef gave me the newspaper trick. Apparently it helps to stop the
mixture bubbling and so gives you the smoothest crème caramel you’ve
ever tasted. It works for me every time. Jane.



Village News

March 2006Page 24

HELLO once again, here are some more stories from our
family group here at Tringford Farm. A couple of sad events
this month I am afraid, so let’s get them out of the way first.
Our horse/pony friend, Frostie, has left us to go to a new home
– we hear he has settled in very well and likes his new place.
He will have plenty of events and pony club meets to go to,
therefore we hope to hear more of his exploits in the future.
Our second sad event of the month was the loss of Old Bill the
senior citizen cockerel. He had never really been hisself since
the new young fighting cock Rodney appeared on the scene
some weeks back. We must admit Rodney is rather handsome
and very bossy with the other young cockerels and the lady
hens, soon becoming head of the chicken family. It was sad to
see Old Bill so put out and he just went down hill from then
on. He is buried in the orchard with a wooden cross engraved
with his name so he will be remembered.

While on the subject of cockerels, a humorous incident that
we witnessed one autumn day. The footpath from Wriggles
Lane to the reservoir passes through our field, which is quite
handy for us to meet our fans who quite often come to visit.
Four ramblers came through with their rucksacks and walking
sticks enjoying the country air. What they didn’t know was
that Beakey, our large white young cockerel, was in the or-
chard where the path is close to the fence. Beakey, who is a
bit of a leg man, followed the ramblers along the path and
waited until the first rambler passed the gap in the wire which
the chickens use to come into our field. He then pounced,
attacking the rambler’s feet, whereupon the rambler started
hopping about trying to get away while his “friends” were
falling about laughing at him. Eventually they ushered
Beakey back into the orchard, and peace descended on the
farm once again, until Beakey started his cock-a-doodle-doo
antics, probably laughing at the ramblers.

New additions to our happy band this period has seen the
arrival of six new ducks, four are white Indian Runners and
two are Aylesbury. They were followed some couple of
weeks later by a rather pretty lady goose. Firstly the new
ducks: they are also thespians being part of a troop of forty or
more ducks in the West End show Ducktastic which closed
recently. They were a bit timid when they arrived but, now
they have made friends with all the others, they are OK. It
was great to see them take to the pond first time. I don’t think

they had been in any depth of water up until then. Now there
is usually a clown in any outfit and sure enough there is one
with these characters. We have called him Dotty because he is
just that and he can’t handle the water. You would think all
ducks could swim and dive wouldn’t you? But oh no not
Dotty, when he tries to swim he goes round in circles because
one paddle is going round and round out of the water while the
other is in the water sending him around in circles. He is quite
funny to watch and of course when he tries to dive his head
goes under but the rest of him stays on top, not the typical
bums in air that you expect of ducks. He keeps trying to get it
right but so far has not succeeded. At suppertime when it’s
time for bed all the other ducks walk up the ramp in single
quacking file, while Dotty when he eventually gets on the
ramp immediately falls off. Bo Peep took days to teach him
how to go to bed. We must say he is getting a bit better as
time goes by.

A happy ending for Mr Gander, Bo Peep has at last found
him a new lady friend. He was ever so pleased when she first
arrived, he rushed over from the orchard and started showing
her around and talking non stop for some while. He must have
been very lonely after losing his other friend. She is also very
very vocal but then one expects that of the female species,
there will be no chance of sneaking up on her. By all accounts
she had trauma at her last place when that nasty Mr Fox ran
off with her gander. So let’s hope the gamekeeper keeps those
villains at bay in future, and we may be treated to some little
goslings by next year.

As you saw from last month’s article we had our photo-
graphs taken: they were taken in the ménage, that is where
Nina and Lily practise their jumping. Well just not to be out-
done we are now practising our jumping which we find is
quite fun and when we are perfect at it we will have a photo-
graph for you. We also like to play football with scruffy dog
Ed. The only trouble is he likes to keep the ball to himself and
only lets us have the occasional butt, but its all good fun, bet-
ter than just being ordinary sheep and munching our way
through the days, but then again we are partial to a good old
munch.

There we are then folks, hope to have more tales for next
month. Signing off with a Bah and Ba from Gary and Minty.

Tales from Tringford Farm by Gary and Minty
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Problem with your windows? 

Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
or is the seal damaged? 

Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
can't? 

Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
All misted up inside the unit? 

Guarantees on all units fitted 
Individual units can be replaced from as little 
as £40 inc VAT, with DISCOUNTS available 
for multiple units. Units can be fitted in most 
types of frames, including wood, uPVC and alu-
minium, and while we are on site we will have a 
look at any problems you may be having with 

those handles and hinges!

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 
01296 630650 to arrange an appointment 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Times Past                                 Compiled by Christine Rutter 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
 

SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

Some while back, I was sent this piece by Dr. Malcolm Ernst,
and am reprinting it here in order that we may be fully edu-
cated in the matter of “Standards”. It is called …
A LITTLE HISTORY OF STANDARDS USED IN
DEVELOPING AMERICAN TECHNOLOGIES

THE US standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails)
is 4 feet, 8.5 inches. That’s an exceedingly odd number. Why
was that gauge used? Because that’s the way they built them
in England, and English expatriates built the US railroads..
Why did the English build them like that? Because the first
rail lines were built by the same people who built the pre-
railroad tramways, and that’s the gauge they used..
Why did they use that gauge then? Because the people who
built the tramways used the same jigs and tools that they used
for building wagons, which used that wheel spacing. Okay!
Why did the wagons have that particular odd wheel spacing?
Well, if they tried to use any other spacing, the wagon wheels
would break on some of the old, long distance roads in Eng-
land, because that’s the spacing of the wheel ruts.

So who built those old rutted roads? Imperial Rome built the
first long distance roads in Europe (and England) for their
legions. The roads have been used ever since. What about the
ruts in the roads? Roman chariots formed the initial ruts,
which everyone also had to match for fear of destroying their
wagon wheels. Since the chariots were made for Imperial
Rome, they were all alike in the matter of wheel spacing. The
United States standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches is
derived from the original specifications for an Imperial Roman
war chariot.

So the next time you are handed a spec. and told “We have
always done it that way”, it’s because the Imperial Roman war
chariots were made just wide enough to accommodate the
back end of two war horses.
Now the twist to the story …….
When you see a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, there

are two big booster rockets attached to the side of the main
fuel tank. These are solid rocket boosters (SRB).
Thiokol, at their factory in Utah, makes the SRB’s. The engi-
neers who designed the SRB’s would have preferred to make
them a bit wider, but the SRB’s had to be shipped by train
from the factory to the launch site. The railroad line from the
factory happens to run through a tunnel in the mountains. The
SRB’s had to fit through that tunnel. The tunnel is slightly
wider than the railroad track, and the railroad track, as you
now know, is about as wide as two horses’ behinds.
So, a major Space Shuttle feature, of what is arguably the
world’s most advanced transportation system, was determined
over two thousand years ago by the width of a horse’s bottom!
Anon.

News from All Saints
As part of our continuing fund raising we a having a Family
Beetle Drive on Sunday, 2nd April from 3 to 5pm in the Vic-
tory Hall, Long Marston. Tickets are £3 for adults, £2 for chil-
dren and £8 for a family which will include a drink and a cake.
Donations of raffle prizes would be appreciated. For tickets
contact Elaine Smith on 01296 662099 or Carole Harrison
01296 668526.
We are also going to have a CAKE STALL at Tring Market on
Friday, 7th April. Donations of cakes, pies, biscuits or money
towards ingredients will be most welcome. Could you help on
the day? Please support us in the maintenance of our village
church. Enquiries to Carole Harrison.
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From the Vicarage                 by Rev’d  Huw Bellis   
Mothering Sunday 26th March

Everyone is welcome to this year’s Mothering Sunday service at 10 am
on Sunday 26th March at All Saints Church. We will celebrate the fam-
ily of the church and flowers will be given to everyone who “Mothers”.

VICAR’s LETTER

WHO are we as a church? When trying to answer that ques-
tion, maybe you think of the practical things which we do:
the coffee mornings at St Cross; the children’s activities at All
Saints; the pleasant Sunday afternoons at St Mary’s. Maybe
you may think of the work of the mission committee, or of
individual Christians caring for their neighbours or serving the
community as foundation governors of the church school. If
you are being cynical, maybe you think of the church as a fund
raising organisation forever raising money to look after its
historic buildings. And I hope that maybe you might realise
the importance of churches being places of places of prayer.

One very important answer to who we are as a church is that
we are a group of baptised communicants. Let me translate!
We are people who have been baptised or christened (same
thing and doesn’t matter in which denomination of church)
and who share together the bread and wine at the Lord’s table.

These two things, baptism and communion are central to our
identity. Baptism is not a one off event that happens to us a
baby, but is the beginning of the journey that we make through
our whole lives. The service does mark our membership of
the church but more importantly it marks the start of this pil-
grimage. At the baptism service we talk about “dying to sin
and raising to new life with Christ”. This is church-speak for
working out how we live our lives on a daily basis. One of the
ways in which we do this is by using the opportunity to wor-
ship Sunday by Sunday and by making our communion.

There is a set structure to the communion service which helps
us to form us as Christians. Firstly we gather together. It is
important that we worship as a group, recognising that we are
all parts of the body of Christ (which is why it is very hard to
be a Christian on one’s own). Next we recall the times when
we have failed God and our neighbours. This repentance is
not a one-off act, it is a way of life - a continual turning to God
and away from all that competes with God in our lives. The
service continues with the opportunity to hear God’s word,
and to pray for the community and the world. It finds its cli-
max in the act of communion. Here we recall what Jesus did
for us and in sharing the bread and wine we are reminded that
Jesus’ body was broken for us on the cross. It also reminds us
that we live in a broken world. The body of Christ is only
reunited as we who share in the body learn to live together in
love and peace. In receiving communion we draw near with

faith. This is both an intensely personal and collective act in
which we present ourselves to stand or kneel before God at the
altar. In God’s presence we acknowledge our openness and
our vulnerability and through God’s Son we are sustained and
fed.

One the changes that has occurred in the Church of England
over recent years is that we have recognised how important
communion is in forming us as Christians, both for children as
well as adults. So the children of our parish who wish to, will
make their communion before they have been confirmed. This
Lent those children will undergo a programme of teaching and
will make their first communion on Easter Day.

Please pray for the children this Lent as they prepare for their
first communion, and if you haven’t made your communion
for some time please think and pray about what it means for
you to be a member of the church. Why don’t you come back
and make your communion?

NEWS FROM ST. MARY’S CHURCH

OUR third PSA, entitled PSA meets USA was well enjoyed
by those who left their firesides on a cold Sunday afternoon.
The programme started with a short history of Puttenham and
St.Mary’s up to the time when the de Putnam’s left for Amer-
ica, and their present day relations who continue to return to
tread the same Puttenham earth, Roger sang some gospel
songs, and Jenny jazzed up the organ with a very lively little
number by Scott Joplin. A group of young and very talented
brass wind musician’s from Tring School, “The Blue Sax’s”
played several jazz and swing numbers, Margaret treated us to
verses from Hia Watha covering his youth, and Caroline Mer-
curio read an Alistair Cooke’s “Letter from America” (1963,
about George Washington). Jenny also accompanied us on the
organ for the singing of four well known American hymns.
The afternoon ended with a very social time over tea and bis-
cuits.

Our next PSA will be on Sunday, 7th May, when our theme
will be the four national saints.
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Local names and numbers  

Herts Police non-emergency number 0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers ( In emergency dial ‘999’)

PCSO Emma Lennox 07876 390 969

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444
Brownies
Julia Wass 01296 632283
Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096
Guides
Michelle Hall 01442 890149
Scouts
David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society
John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev’d Frank Mercurio 01442 822170
Team Vicars
Rev’d Huw Bellis 01442 851200
Rev’d Martin Macdonald 01442 384953
Churchwardens
Long Marston All Saint’s:
Neil Brown 01442 825956
Wilstone St. Cross:
Andrew Minter 01442 823605
Puttenham St Mary’s:
Christine Rutter 01296 668959
John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel
(Neighbourhood Watch) 01442 381793 & 824593
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson 01296 661311
Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade 01442 824138
Village Warden
Colin Reedman 01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall
Colette Bernard 01296 661172
Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 668112
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Alison Munt 01296 662282
Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314
Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)
David Gauke 020 7219 3000 (swbd)

Pet Dog Training
Ann Clarke 01296 624330
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men
Richard Moorhouse 01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall
Colin Reedman 01442 822031
Wilstone Toddlers
Andrea Goodliffe 01442 824946
Women’s Institute
Pam Edmonds 01296 661370

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have 
delivered this Village News to every home in 
the parish. Distribution enquiries to: 

Carole Harrison,  01296 668 526 

Village News
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, Astrope,
Little Tring, Gubblecote, Startops End.

Guest Editor for the April
edition will be:
Colin Moore
01442 826976
editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Advertising Manager is:
Colette Bernard
01296 661172

Deadline for next month is
Wednesday 22nd March 2006
for April edition, published on 1st April.
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Don’t forget!
Send in your Housing Needs Survey form by 10 March

IT was the crocodile that made off with the snorkers, we can
reveal exclusively here in Village News. The sudden (and
rare) appearance of a Punch and Judy show in the middle of
the dark wood perplexed not only the audience, but proved a
sufficient distraction to the cast that the sausages were not the
only crime statistic - two rather
large infants suddenly vanished
too. Confused? Of course not.
Everyone knew that the direct con-
sequence of doubling taxes would
result in this sort of social unrest.
The villagers seemed not to appre-
ciate the benefits of a far-sighted
fiscal policy. For example it would
have enabled the Sheriff to guaran-
tee state nursery places for the un-
der-5’s, which would have saved
the whole pantomime a lot of trou-
ble with the difficult duo.

Is there no end to the influence of
impressively talented writer and
director Mr Neil Gurney? This
year he was able to persuade Boy-
cey (Only Fools and Horses) to
take the important role of Robin
Hood. The cast list credited the
role to a ‘Chris Hodges’, but we
were not deceived. The Sheriff
(Toby Davidson) was a wickedly
nasty piece of work - oh yes he was
- but had at least provided his own
beard to keep the costs down. This
was just as well, as the excellently
portrayed traditional Dame (Alan
Munt as Nurse Penny Cillin) must
have used most of the costume budget on at least six different
hair colours. I thought she looked rather fetching in the lilac
version. The quality of all the costumes was impressive, and
even the slightly strange Babes (Serena Williams and Peter
Myrants) looked sweet in their romper suits. And the audi-

ence agreed with them that there is no need to squander a new
joke when old ones will serve perfectly well. The numerous
sets, scenes and props would have done credit to a West End
theatre production and show the amount of backstage effort
that goes into these amazing productions. In particular, sets

for scenes in the castle and woods
were complex and professionally
executed. The artist entrusted with
depicting Nottingham Castle had
evidently done his homework. It
was the real thing alright - I saw it
myself once on a packet of 20
Players. Having so many scene
changes must tax the crew in the
cramped backstage area, but all
seemed to go well, and nothing fell
over.

No less than 74 names were listed
as part of the production team - a
remarkable effort. These include
people like 15-year old Daisy
Spring, now on her second panto-
mime as a make-up artist.

The audience clapped their hands
and stamped their feet and gener-
ally made themselves useful as part
of the production. Helpful, and not
so helpful, prompts came from
some younger members, and from
some who were old enough to
know better.

But the best bit is the wonderful
children's chorus - this year Lewis

Casserley, Joanna Davis, Sean Jenner, Liam O’Donovan, Lucy
Scott, Victoria Cogger, Stephanie Grove, Fraser Linton, Har-
riet Rogers and Ben Watson. Their lovely ‘Dawn Chorus’
would - as they say in Scotland - have brought a tear to a glass
eye. Terrific. Can we come again next year?

Crocodile swipes sausages as
‘missing babes’ mystery deepens
Robin Hood and the Babes in the Wood (Neil Gurney and the LM&P Horticultural Society)

by our theatre critic Luke B. Hind-Yew

Trixi the Pixie (Vanessa Iley) shows her magic twig
to Maid Marion (Elisabeth Eyvindsson).


