
Village News 

Your independent village 
magazine - produced and  
delivered free to every 
home in the Tring Rural 
villages entirely by local 
volunteers. 

For the people in Astrope, Gubblecote, Little Tring, Long Marston, Puttenham & Wilstone 

 

Special features 

 

 Wildlife survey   5 

 Ken Lawless        5 

 Footpaths update  5 

 Flooding in LM    9 

 WI News             9 

 Victory Hall proposal  
       13- 16 

 Sally Smith             17 

 Alan Warner          19 

 Sudoku               20 
 Open Gardens   21 

 A new bench     24 

 Kathryn E White   25 

 Gill Glasser          27 

 Martin Winship      27 

 Brimstone butterfly 28 

 

 

 

Inside this issue  

Church Services 3 

Council News 10 

Shop News 7 

Local Contacts  26 

  

Proposals for a Community 
Hub in Long Marston 

Last month, the Long Marston Victory Hall Committee approached 
Tring Rural Parish Council with plans to replace the existing  
Victory Hall with a new building located on Long Marston  
recreation ground. This was dependent on the support of the TRPC 
who agreed, in principle, at their February meeting to gift the 
trustees of the Victory Hall the area taken up by the proposed new 
hall. Committee chair Chris Mann said, ‘these plans are the result 
of over two years intensive efforts by the committee, based on the 
wants and needs of hall users and the local community. Central to 
this has been the incorporation of a ‘community hub’ which will 
enable recreation ground users to watch activities on the rec and 
parents of children using the play area to keep a close eye on  
proceedings whilst socialising and enjoying a coffee and a snack.  
The LMVH committee has created an exciting blueprint for the 
new hall. I hope that Village News readers will take the time to 
study the details set out on pages 13-16 to see how the whole 
community will benefit. We will be happy to respond to any 
questions and/or offers of support via our dedicated email 
address:VictoryHallFundraising@gmail.com 

Impression of  the proposed new Community Hub. 

mailto:VictoryHallFundraising@gmail.com
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Would you like to get more  
involved in the social side of the 

Wilstone community? 

Are you new to the village? 

Would you like to have some fun? 
 

Wilstone Village Hall Committee create, plan and 
deliver all sorts of activities, the main purpose 
being to raise income to keep the hall in good 
order, but more importantly to bring some fun, 
laughter and inclusion to our vibrant community.   

 

Before covid, we have put on cabaret evenings of 
singing, dancing and comedy, as well as film nights 
which will now be in their 14th season, country 
dances, imaginatively themed fetes and 
processions, the immensely popular fun dog show 
and coming up soon, our Open Village event on 
June 27th, covid allowing. 
We would like to encourage new people to join the 
village hall committee, particularly those who can 
bring some zest and new ideas to our events. We 
have our AGM coming up in May, and we would 
welcome hearing from anyone who would be 
interested in joining us, either on the Committee or 
as part of the team that make things happen.  
I know serving on a Committee sounds a bit dull, 
but we try and keep that part to a minimum so we 
can focus on creating memorable events that make 
this village a place that people like to live in. 
Call Peter Walker on 07768 605684 for a chat or 
email your interest to walkersandbrook@gmail.com 

Go on!  
Join us and have a bit of fun. 

Tring Rural Parish Council 
 

Wanted: a volunteer to take over 
the Chair of the Flood Working 
Party 

 
In 2014 the Flood Working Party was set up and 
Peter Myrants took on the role of Chairman. 
Having done a sterling job over the past 6 years he 
has now decided to step down. The FWP are now 
looking for a volunteer to take over the role.  
 

The role is to act as the local focal point for the 
various Statutory Authorities who are responsible 
for the storm water run offs in the Parish. They are 
mainly the Environmental Agency, Hertfordshire 
County Council and Thames Water. In addition, 
some contact with Dacorum Borough Council and 
the local and County Councillor representatives 
will be needed. 
 

Whilst the responsibility for the way the storm 
water is handled lies with the Statutory Authorities 
the Chair will need to organise liaison meetings to 
check on strategic plans, planned future works, 
funding, operations and assisting all parties in 
communicating, cooperating and focussing on the 
needs of the local villages. 
 

The Parish Council will have a liaison Councillor 
who will support as needed, attend meetings and 
help with contacts so providing a combined 
approach to the Authorities. 
 

The role is on a voluntary bass and so is unpaid. It 
is not a full-time role as most of the planning and 
work is done by the statutory authorities. There is a 
small committee who support the Chair and they 
are all continuing in that role. 
 

Should any one wish to learn more about the role 
or be prepared to take it on then please contact the 
Parish Clerk who will arrange for you to meet the 
outgoing Chairman together with the TRPC liaison 
Councillor. 
 

 

E: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

T: 07516344248 

mailto:walkersandbrook@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk
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Village News 

The next edition will be for April 2021  and the 
deadline for items for inclusion is 

Wednesday 17 March 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 
entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 
by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 
Let us know if we are not! 

I was imagining that this would be a soggy 
edition full of flood pictures….but I didn’t 
get any! 
We continue to be blighted by winter 
waters and if you are feeling brave there is 
a vacancy on page 2  that might suit you. 
This edition is again full of an eclectic mix 
of articles, stories, adverts and a poem.  
Thank you to all the contributors for 
keeping this newsletter fresh. 
The big item this month is the exciting 
proposal for a Community Hub in Long 
Marston. But get ready for some seeds 
coming your way (see page 21) 
 

If you want to inform or entertain us drop 
an email to editorwlmp@yahoo.com  
Pictures or graphics are always gratefully 
received 

Editor this month: Paul Lovis 

Colin Davenport, Caroline Clist, Paul Lovis, John McCall 
and Colin Moore. 

 

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB  
Phone:    Colin Moore  01442 826976 
 

Distribution Manager 

John Taylor 07940 206056  
Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Keith Fox  01442 825846  
Advertising Manager 

Amanda Russell 07444 747010 

email: villagenewsadvertising@gmail.com 

Team organiser 

Jean Fox    01442 825846 

 

Village News is online at: www.wilstone.me.uk 

Our Churches 
St Mary’s Puttenham 

St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 

Below is a list of the Services for the Village churches for 
March and Holy Week – these could change so please 
check online at https://www.tringteamparish.org.uk/news
-events or phone the Rectory on 01442 822170 

For any Zoom links please contact 
Jane@tringteamparish.org.uk 

We also will have live streamed services online so please 
take a look. 
 

Please remember you MUST book for live services and 
Face Coverings MUST be worn in church 
 

2ndMar (Tues) - 
10am Morning Prayer – St Cross, Wilstone 

7thMar 2021 –Lent 3 

10.00am – Holy Communion service at All Saints, Long 
Marston 

3.00pm – Worship for All on Zoom 

9thMar (Tues) 
10am – Holy Communion – St Cross, Wilstone 

14thMar 2021 – Mothering Sunday 

3.30pm – BCP HC at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

3.00pm – Worship for All Recorded Service 

6.00pm – Evening Prayer on Zoom 

16thMar – (Tues) 
10am – Morning Prayer -St Cross Wilstone 

21stMar 2021 –Lent 5 

10.00am – Morning Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston 

3.00pm – Worship for All on Zoom 

23rdMar (Tues) 
10am Holy Communion – St Cross Wilstone 

28thMar 2021 –Palm Sunday  

3.00pm – Worship for All Recorded 

3.30pm – Evening Prayer BCP at St Mary’s, Puttenham  

6.00pm – Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston 

30th Mar – Tues 

10am – Holy Communion -St Cross Wilstone 

2ndApr – Good Friday 

12pm – Raising the Cross – St Mary’s, Puttenham 

2pm -    Raising the Cross – St Cross, Wilstone 

6pm -    Worship – All Saints, Long Marston (maybe Zoom 
please check our website). 
 

St Cross Wilstone & All Saints, Long Marston will 
be open for individual prayer. Please check our 
website for timings. 
 

4thApr – Easter Sunday 

Holy Communion  -St Cross Wilstone – time to be confirmed 
please check our website for details 

3pm – Worship for All via Zoom 

6th Apr – Tues 

10am – Morning Prayer -St Cross Wilstone 

 

You can always find a copy of Village 
News wherever you are: 
www.wilstone.me.uk or just scan me 

https://www.tringteamparish.org.uk/news-events
https://www.tringteamparish.org.uk/news-events
https://www.tringteamparish.org.uk/service-to-watch
http://www.wilstone.me.uk
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Diary Dates.. 
 

Sunday 4 April 
Easter Sunday; end of Lent denials, eat lots of chocolate! 
 

Doesn’t life in lockdown have its challenges? 

 

Tring Rural Parish Council Meeting 

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 
 

The next meeting is Wednesday 7 April 7.00 pm 

will include the annual parish meeting. 
Venue TBC  

 

Wilstone Village Hall AGM 

7:30 Wednesday 12th May 

What’s on and what’s not on 
 

Would you like deliveries? 

 

Mark Wheeler – Milkman – milk eggs bread etc - 07850 
329560 

Chris James - Milkman - milk, butter, yoghurt etc – 07842 
426793 

All of these outlets will deliver   

Dunsley Farm Shop - fruit, veg, pies, cheese, all sorts - 
01442 825667 or email fruitytootyzzz@gmail.com  

 Mead’s Farm Shop deliver for over 70's and vulnerable, 
pet foods 

info@pemeadandsons.co.uk  

Sandwich Plus - bread, pies, cakes, eggs, pasta, and rice 
www.sandwichplus.com 01442 826489 

Cook at Berkhamsted deliver with 15%  off using 
NIGHTIN20· - https://www.cookfood.net 
Food - home delivery Fruit and Veg 

Call Vanessa 07921 172642 

Number 2 Pound Street Wendover - for awesome cheeses· 
& deli www.2pondstreet.com 01296-585022   

Wild & Game - delicious! https://www.wildandgame.co.uk  

Donald Russell - free range chickens https://
www.donaldrussell.com 

Victory Hall - Long Marston 

Although the hall has been ‘dark’ during the lock down we 
will be taking provisional bookings from September onwards 
and, as the social distancing rules are gradually eased, we 
look forward to welcoming old friends and new. 
 

Facilities include a large hall with stage and lighting rig 
available for hire. There is a fully equipped kitchen as well as 
tables and chairs. 
 

The ideal venue for societies, clubs, informal groups, par-
ties and live music. 
For details and availability please contact Gillie Mann:  
gilliemann@gmail.com   

Please be aware that times quoted in some of the 
regular adverts may not be relevant at the 
current time . It is always  worthwhile 
telephoning such as pubs, jazzercize etc. 

Community Shop Wilstone  
Lockdown opening hours 

Monday—Friday 

9.00 am—12 pm 

Saturdays 9.90—12 pm 

Sundays 9.00—12 pm 

 

Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks? 

 

Walking in Herts www.walkinginengland.co.uk/herts is the 
website for you!   
 

With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also 
has books of walks, contact details for all the walking groups 
in the county and much more. Whether you want to walk on 
your own or with a group all the information is there in one 
place. 
 

John said ‘There is so much walking information on the web 
but it is difficult to find. Walking in Herts (part of the 
Walking in England suite of websites 
(www.walkinginengland.co.uk)  – one for each county in 
England) has brought it together in one place so whether you 
are walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be able 
to find a walk suitable for you’. 
 

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a 
note of suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone 
can find a walk to enjoy. 
 

So home or away, check out the websites and get walking! 
 

email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

For other news of footpaths around Long Marston see page 7 

mailto:fruitytootyzzz@gmail.com
mailto:gilliemann@gmail.com
https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/herts
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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WILDLIFE SURVEY 2021 -WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
When Lockdown began last March it was a bit of a 
shock to suddenly find ourselves unable to meet with 
friends and family and all our plans abandoned. Our 
monthly WI meetings were all cancelled of course but 
we kept in touch with each other by email, comparing 
notes about how we were spending our time. Spring 
arrived and with it the amazing warm and sunny 
weather, and we all started to venture out to explore 
the local footpaths and enjoy the fresh air. We began 
to tell each other about what we had seen, the first 
butterfly, baby birds and spring flowers, and this gave 
Margaret Noakes, one of our members and a keen 
nature watcher, an idea – we should make a wildlife 
survey. We sent our sightings to her and throughout 
the year she logged them on a chart, eventually 
producing a board of our results which is now 
positioned outside her house at the bottom of Chapel 
Lane, for everyone to read. 
 

Some of the results were quite disturbing, particularly 
the low numbers of Martins, Swifts and Swallows 
arriving in the early months, and the wonderful sound 
of the Cuckoo was rarely heard. The numbers have 
reduced very rapidly over the last few years, perhaps 
due to the shortage of insects, which in turn is due to 
the very wet winters. Hares were spotted enjoying 
their mad March antics by some of our members, and 

many sightings of assorted deer were made. As 
summer appeared we were excited to see some 
unusual butterflies and moths, Scarlet Tigers and a 
Camberwell Beauty as well as a Silver Washed 
Fritillary. Hedgehogs, Badgers were spotted, but a 
lack of foxes and rabbits was unusual. Some good 
news though – we have a thriving population of Gold 
Crests in the Old Churchyard. 
 

We would like to appeal to Village News readers to 
help us with our 2021 survey by contacting Margaret 
when you see your first butterfly. This may be the 
Brimstone, with unmistakable yellow wings and 
usually one of the first to be seen in the spring. (See 
Margaret’s article on the Brimstone elsewhere in the 
magazine). We are especially interested in butterflies, 
moths and the summer visitors Martins, Swifts, 
Swallows and Cuckoo. Please let Margaret know if 
you see any of these (email 
johnandmargaret@noakes.co), or anything unusual 
like hedgehogs, foxes, rabbits or owls, and she will 
add them to her spreadsheet. Please also let her 
know when and where they were seen. 
With your help we hope to continue to monitor the 
trends of wildlife numbers and produce another chart 
this year. 

Following open heart surgery at Papworth Hospital in 
2016 I was advised to exercise daily as part of my 
recovery. 
 

Apart from my medication I was assured the best 
way to keep fit is by daily walking, the best exercise 
for my condition. Starting off by doing 10 minutes or 
so and gradually build up in time to one or two miles 
daily. Never overdo it. If I felt tired when I first started 
I was advised I must be doing too much, so take it 
easy and do it at a pace that suits me. 
It’s not easy to walk for 10 minutes around Wilstone 
without meeting someone and stopping for a chat. 
 

On one of my daily walks with my wife Liz I met with 
a guy named Ivor who had not long lived in Wilstone 
and like myself was walking around the village using 
crutches doing his daily exercise following surgery 
and had been given daily instructions similar to mine. 
 

We started chatting about lots of things and then he 
asked me if I had any hobbies. I said my main hobby 
is following The Arsenal, to which he replied I’m a 
Spurs supporter. He then informed me he played 
Guitar. I told him I had a guitar and I’d love to be able 
to learn play as for many years it had spent its time in 

my loft. In effect this was the Guitar’s 3rd attic since 
1986.  Ivor belonged to a guitar club in Aylesbury and 
went there weekly. He suggested I come along & see 
if I would like it. 
 

To date I had not missed a week up to isolating due 
to COVID 19 in March 2019 when the pandemic 
began. It was the best thing I’ve done as it’s helped 
me move on from the tragedy of losing my son in 
2017. 
 

I would recommend to anyone who encounters 
something like what I’ve been through to take up 
some sort of hobby. You will never ever forget what’s 
happened but you will find whatever hobby you pick 
will truly help. And believe me we all need an outlet 
in order to cope with tragedy or even COVID! 
 

I’ve got a long way to go in terms of playing music 
and singing but I feel I’m getting there. I truly feel 
indebted to Ivor for what he’s encouraged me to do, 
but he’s that type of guy, always obliging and now a 
good friend. He’s now got his own band called ”Ride 
On.” Hopefully you will enjoy singing and dancing 
with them in Wilstone Village Hall, when we resume 
normality. 

New beginnings                               by Ken Lawlesss 
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For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 

PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 

PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

 Professional service 

 Excellent value and fully insured 

 Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 

www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

 

Problem with your windows? 

  
- Double glazed windows or door unit broken,  or 
is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 
01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 

• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 

• Free consultation and quote 

• References available 

 

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 

  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 
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Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 

 

We aim to serve the Community by:  Tel: 01442 –891167 

 keeping prices fair 

 Offering a wide range of goods and services 

 Stocking home-made and local produce 

Springing into Action 
The planning for the development of the new shop is moving apace.  We have engaged Paul 
Thomas as our architect and internal designer and have given him a brief plus our list of 
electrical requirements in order that he can prepare some proposals for the new shop layout.                                                                                         
 We have had the shop digitally surveyed to give us the exact floor areas, wall locations 
and internal and external ground/floor levels, an essential tool for planning.                                                                                            
 An application has been made to Thames Water for our new water supply (we need a 
supply independent to the rest of the building). Thames Water will visit the shop and give us 
a quote for the water meter, stop cock and piping to the shop perimeter. We have also had a 
quotation from Power Networks for our new electricity supply cable. We have until April 
2021 to confirm that we wish to take that up and agree an installation date. They will arrange 
all the Local Authority notifications for a road closure and then will dig the road trench. 
Luckily, the existing mains cable runs in the road just outside the shop, so the road closure 
will only be there and not interfere with the main Tring Road. 
 We are currently finalising the list of electrical fittings, fixtures and spare sockets in order 
that the consumer unit will have the right capacity for the total electrical installation required 
over the 25 year period of the lease. We are checking the concrete frontage to see what needs 
to be done both to dig our trench and to continue to give safe access to the shop and maintain 
a position for the newspaper storage unit. 
 Over the next few months we will have the requirement for a number of working parties.  
Firstly, we need to empty the garage that we rent in Rosebarn Lane, as the larger footprint of 
the future shop means we will have no need for additional storage.  The majority of items in 
the garage need to go to the tip, as they are either damp or redundant pieces of equipment.  It 
would also be useful to form small working groups for emptying shelves, taking down 
shelves, reassembling & restocking and painting and decorating.  Have time and skills 
to give?  Please get in touch! 

 

Valentine’s goodies 

 

The honey-lovers amongst you will be delighted to hear 
that we are now one of the select suppliers of Ashridge 
Honey.  A pure unblended honey that is available all year 
round, it will be a great addition to our stock.   
 Due to the success of our pop-up flower stall on 
Valentine’s Day we shall be stocking plants and flowers 
on a more regular basis and in particular we will have a 
good supply for Mother’s Day on 14th March.  We shall 
also be trialling lots of new items in the shop, from a 
variety of new suppliers, ranging from brioche and large 
bags of tortilla crisps to knitted plant-pot covers.   
 Keep your eyes peeled for these new items! 
  

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

More of this to come 
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FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL   
 

HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY 

 

Monday   9-3pm   Term time    Tuesday    9-3pm  Term time 
Thursday  9-3pm   Term time    Friday      9-3pm  Term time 

  
 

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk 

 

firststepspreschool@gmail.com 

 
 

Victory hall, Station Road, 
 Long Marston HP23 4QS 

 

Tel: 07925185311       

 

Ofsted rated 
Good’                                                                    
December 
2016. 

*Tax-free 
vouchers,  
 

*30Hours and 
County funding 
registered. 

The Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Food served 

Thursday, Friday 5-9pm   
 

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm  
 

Sunday Lunch served  
12 noon to 4pm 

 

Live music 
 

01296 668368 

www.queensheadlongmarston.com 

 

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  
Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 
fence painting etc. 

 

Odd Job Man. 
Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 
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I recently acquired from Phil Buchi a copy of ‘A 
potted History of Long Marston’ published by the 
Horti in 2012 and edited by Chris Mann. It contains 
many interesting items and the following rather 
topical article by Maggy Winship caught my eye. I 
hope the Horti will not mind Village News 
reproducing this item as it may be of interest to 
those who are new to the area and remind others 
that flooding is not a new issue.  
 

Long Marston and the surrounding area are criss-

crossed with streams and drainage ditches, but 
despite these attempts at keeping the water level 
sunder control, the village has suffered with 
flooding on many occasions. In 1978 the village 
flooded at least 4 times, the water rising to a depth 
of 3feet behind the houses in Marston Court, and 
reaching from the crossroads to Loxley Farm. 
Twenty five years later, at the start of January 2003, 
some residents of Marston Court were unable to 
return to work after the Christmas break as their 
cars were surrounded by deep water. 
Here is an eye witness account by one of the 
residents: 
‘On the afternoon of 1st January, we returned from 
the cinema to find a very large puddle had appeared 
behind our houses. This was quite puzzling, as we 

had not had any rain that day. The puddle continued 
to grow, until by the next morning the area at the 
back of our houses in Marston Court was under 
deep water from end to end and many people could 
not get to work. One or two people even took to the 
water in canoes and inflatables!" By late morning 
the main village street was under water, and the 
shop flooded. Many villagers went to help Tina, the 
owner of the shop, with bailing out, and more 
helpers were at the Queen's Head with buckets and 
‘brooms in a vain battle against the flood. 
‘The Fire Brigade arrived later in the day, to 
distribute sand bags and pump out any properties 
that had been badly affected.’ 
The next day the flood water had almost all 
receded, leaving a very soggy village behind. 
As in 1978 the cause of the flood remained a 
mystery, and discussions between Dacorum 
Council, the Environmental agency and 
BritishWaterways, did not reveal any answers. The 
brook which runs through the village was 
investigated and cleared as a precaution against this 
happening again. 
If you have any stories about flooding in Long 
Marston, please let us know. We would be glad to 
add new information. 

Flooding in Long Marston                                                                             by Colin Moore  

In February we organised our first Zoom monthly 
meeting, to which all our members were invited. We 
welcomed ten members to listen to a fascinating talk 
on Mindfulness by Indra Jackson who taught us 
various ways to relax and focus our minds in order 
to beat stress. As most of us were viewing from our 
comfortable living room chairs it was easy to follow 
her relaxation exercises and start feeling the benefits 

WI News                                                                                                  by Maggie Winship  

straight away. 
 

For the last few years our group have been taking 
part in the national WI Show the Love Campaign by 
decorating the tree on Long Marston village green 
with green hearts, to encourage passers-by to 
consider the environment. This year, as well as 
decorating the tree we made a display in the 
windows of the village hall. This showed the gradual 
decline of our world and hopefully gave a dire 
warning of what might happen if we do not all pull 
together to save our planet. The first section of the 
window showed a utopian natural world, the second 
showed the development of industry and traffic on 
the roads, and the third the devastation caused by 
fumes and pollution. The final window was more 
optimistic and gave examples of what could be 
achieved by putting our waste items to good use. 
Our group still continues to keep in touch socially 
on Zoom, and as soon as the weather improves and 
the mud dries we will restart our walking group and 
hope to achieve our goal of walking a total of 100 
miles this year. 
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From our reporter at the Virtual Parish Council meeting  
 attending the most recent flooding came up with some 

good ideas! Cllr Thirkettle stated that it was difficult to 
identify small things that would make a difference. A 
second Chapel Lane resident requested an extraordinary 
parish meeting to address the flooding. She also asked 
whether grants or funding to deal with it had to be 
requested through the TRPC, and how much influence 
the TRPC had on agencies which hold the funds. Cllr 
Thirkettle replied: “Very little!” He added that major 
funds are allocated without much recourse to the TRPC; 
so far it has all been spent on investigation and no 
solutions have been forthcoming. 
Another resident pointed out that the proposed 
development in Astrope Lane was on a designated 
“soakaway field”, according to a document published by 
LLFA. [Sorry, no clue who they are!] 
 

Home sweet home? 

This was to be the last meeting at which planning 
applications would be raised; separate planning 
committee meetings would be held when required, as 
there was to discuss the Astrope Lane development [see 
separate report]. The Planning councillors and the 
developers were going to meet on February 5th; the 
public were not invited but the meeting was going to be 
minuted. 
The Clerk reported that part of the cemetery mapping is 
complete, in relation to identifying unmarked graves. 
On a larger scale, Cllr Godwin wanted residents to 
express their views on the “Dacorum Local Plan 2021 – 
2038 – Emerging Strategy for Growth 
Consultation” (https://
dacorumlocalplan.consultation.ai/). 
Unfortunately the closing date for doing this, is 
February 28th. It is projected that 16,600 new homes will 
be required in Dacorum.[Reporter’s view: it looks to me 
like Tring is proposed to double in size.] Cllr J Fox 
stated that this Plan is important for everyone to look at! 
It still offers some protection for rural communities and 
it had been used to successfully oppose the Tring Road 
development in Wilstone. 
Cllr Godwin and Cllr Davis have had discussions with a 
resident who works in environmentalism, on developing 
an environmental policy for TPRC. His 
recommendation was to start by building up a bio-

diversity map for the parish. It would show, for 
example, where various species are present, location of 
ancient woodland, and so on. There is a lot of work 
involved, so any volunteers are welcome! 
Cllr N Fox reported that the Long Marston Village Hall 
committee has decided that a new hall is required, rather 
than refurbishment of the existing building. The 
proposed location is behind the current hall and beyond 
the changing rooms. Some of this land is owned by the 
TRPC and it was suggested that the land is “gifted” to 
the Village Hall Committee. Although the Committee is 
apparently pleased with the level of community 
engagement, some of the comments online from those at 

3rd February 2021 meeting 

 

Those were the days! 
Seeing the TV reports of the events at a parish meeting 
at Handsworth, Cheshire and how it all went horribly 
wrong, reminded me of what these meetings were like 
when I first started reporting on them. How things have 
changed! TRPC meetings are calm and organised, and 
there is no chance of chair Cllr Godwin being excluded 
from the meeting by clerk Chloe! But enough 
reminiscing… 

 

Full house 

In contrast to earlier online meetings, where the only 
participants were the councillors, clerk and parish 
warden, there were at one point 18 of us online! And, as 
some households clearly had more than one person 
listening in, it was the best attended meeting for many a 
month. 
It soon became apparent that there were two reasons for 
this: yet more flooding in Chapel Lane and the proposed 
development adjacent to Marston Court/Loxley Stables 
in Astrope Lane. 
 

Groundhog Day 

Flooding was dealt with towards the end of the agenda 
but, under the public participation section one Chapel 
Lane resident expressed the view that flooding should 
have been the top priority for discussion. Yet again 
residents’ homes have been inundated with flood water 
and sewage, and some households have still been unable 
to return home since the flood events last autumn. 
At the beginning of the meeting we were joined by Nick 
Hollinghurst, our Dacorum Borough and Herts County 
councillor. He visited Long Marston the weekend before 
the meeting (30/31 January) and said he was horrified at 
the renewed flooding and it would be discussed at the 
County Council meeting. He stated that he has access to 
some County funding - £3936 – which the TRPC could 
access in the form of a community grant scheme for 
flood mitigation projects. Although he realises that this 
sum is only suitable for small projects, he encouraged 
the parish council to apply. The clerk said she would 
contact the Flood Working Party (FWP) for their views. 
The clerk also reported that the FWP want to come back 
under the remit of the TRPC and that they are currently 
without a chairperson. Cllr Thirkettle, our longest 
serving councillor, reminded those present that a few 
years ago it was felt that it was better if the FWP was a 
separate entity to the parish council. Cllr N Fox 
remarked that the parish council have no more influence 
than the FWP, adding that there are currently too few 
councillors to be able to take on the task. He suggested 
it would be beneficial if two members of the FWP 
joined as new councillors! The clerk sounded a note of 
caution, stating that the remit to actually do anything lay 
with Herts County Council and Highways. 
The Chapel Lane resident asked how the community 
grant money would be spent. Apparently the firemen 

https://dacorumlocalplan.consultation.ai/
https://dacorumlocalplan.consultation.ai/
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Hello! If you are self-isolating, we 
can help you. 

 

Name: ………………………………………….. 
 

I live locally in:  Wilstone / Long Marston / 
Gubblecote / Puttenham / Little Tring / Astrope  - 
please circle as appropriate  
 

My phone number is: …………………………………. 
 

If you are in self-isolation due to COVID-19, we can 
help with: 
 Fulfilling a shopping list from Wilstone 

Community Shop, or if not available we 
will try elsewhere. 

 Posting mail 
 Urgent supplies 

 A friendly phone call from someone in the 
villages  

Please get someone to drop this form into the 
community shop, and we will contact you to get to 
know your needs. 
 

This is a voluntary community service provided by 
Wilstone Community Shop in these difficult times. 
We will do our  best to help you, for free. 

 

Tring Rural Parish Council 
contacts 
 

Your Parish Councillors are:     
Steven Godwin(Chairman)        07487 852830 

smgodwin55@gmail.com 

Nigel Fox                 01296 662922 

nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

John Thirkettle             01296 661825 

john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk  
Mary Davis               07516 344248 

Mary.davis@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

Jean Fox                 01442 825846 

Jean.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

The Clerk to the Council is : 
Chloe Collins               07516 344248 

clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

Address:- Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444, 
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX  
The Villages Warden is: 
Mr Colin Reedman           01442 822031 

Parish Council Website:  
http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/  

 this meeting indicated that they were not aware of this 
plan! Concern was also expressed about the effect this 
would have on flooding, especially since the current site 
of the Hall would become a car park. Cllr Godwin said 
that any agreement to this proposal would be subject to 
satisfactory consultation with stakeholders (e.g. 
neighbours, the community, football team, and so on), 
agreement to the development plan itself and that the 
TRPC should be reimbursed any costs by the Village 
Hall Committee. 
 

Cross borders 

Cllr J Fox proposed that Dacorum/Herts should have a 
service level agreement with Bucks council to allow 
residents of the parish to use the recycling centre at 
Aston Clinton. Apparently some residents were turned 
away recently, as they lived outside the county. 
Meanwhile, in Bedfordshire, further expansion of Luton 
Airport is planned. Cllr Davis advised that the council, 
who own the airport, are planning to double the 
capacity, to 18 million passengers. Changes are also 
proposed to flight paths, to concentrate arrivals over 
Pitstone. Given that the airport regularly exceeds the 
noise allowance, especially at night, as well as being 
contrary to Luton’s own local plan policy, the TRPC 
will be objecting to this expansion. 
 

Date of next meeting 

Wednesday 7thApril 2021, check the TRPC website for 
details  

Parish Council meeting cont. 

 

Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

hereby give public notice of the 

 

Annual General Meeting 

 

to be held on  
Wednesday 12th May 2021  

at 7:30 pm. 
 

 

Should Covid-19 restrictions allow, the 
meeting will take place in  

Wilstone Village Hall. 
 

If not, it will take place via  
video conference, in which case, 

please go to  
http://wilstone.org/hall/committee/   

to join the AGM.  

http://wilstone.org/hall/committee/
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Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

 

 

ROOFING 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

 For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements 

 Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing, 
fault finding & repair 

 Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair 

 Complete bathroom installations & design 

 No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out 
charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   
 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk    
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

 

 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  
please call for further information. 
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Victory Hall proposals                                                     by Chris Mann 

Parish Council approves Victory Hall renewal. 
Tring Rural Parish Council (TRPC) has agreed, in 
principle, to gift an under-used area of the recreation 
ground as the site of a proposed new Victory Hall for 
Long Marston.   
TRPC’s offer is subject to the council’s approval of the 
final plans for the new hall, and a guarantee that the 
council will bear no running costs. 
 

Why a new hall, and why move it? 

Structural problems have arisen with the back of the 
Victory Hall. Having sounded out hall users and studied 
the results of the ‘community needs’ research previously 
carried out by Tring Rural Parish Council it was clear 
that an evolving 21st century village community will be 
looking for much more than the hall in its present from 
can provide.  
 

As a result, the committee’s initial ‘refurbish remit’ was 
expanded and it was concluded that a more ambitious 
programme was called for.  Proposals have been widely 
discussed with interested parties and, having narrowed 
down the options, the committee asked two local 
architects to draw up draft plans for consideration.  
 

Community engagement 
Various issues were raised at a public meeting. 
Concerns included the unavoidable separation by 
moving cars of the proposed ‘community hub’ from the 
recreation ground, and the very limited parking which 
many consider essential to the success of a village hall. 
 

Refurbish or renew? 

Subsequently certain ‘village stalwarts’ challenged the 
plan to adapt and improve the existing hall and 
suggested that a better approach would be to create a 
new hall that would meet all our needs for the next fifty 
years.  
 

All of these concerns and suggestions were taken on 
board. Further discussions and site visits were held with 
the architect and it became clear that creating a brand 
new hall would make a better result possible, 
particularly by overcoming the absolute limitations on 
parking and separation of hall from playground.  
 

Significant benefits 

The first idea was to build the new hall behind the 
existing one, extending into the presently concreted 
area. It became clear that this would be impractical. 
After much head scratching, someone suggested siting 
the new hall on the far side of the recreation ground, in 
the currently under-used area by the boundary with 
Central Farm, to the south east of the football pitch. 

 

This major change offered big benefits. A new build 
would not attract VAT, an immediate saving of 20%. A 
clean sheet also enables better use of space, therefore 
lower build costs and far higher energy efficiency. 
 

Relocation would also resolve concerns about the 
separation of the proposed community hub from the 
play area, making it more likely that parents and 
grandparents, for example, would make use of a café/
shop.  
 

Being able to keep the existing hall open during the 
build would retain the income and minimise the risk of 
existing hirers having to find alternative venues and 
perhaps never returning. Re-siting the building would 
reduce noise and nuisance for the present hall’s 
neighbours and the single storey design would be less 
visually intrusive. 
 

 A major parking problem. Solved! 
The present limited and awkward parking mixes cars 
with people between the front and the back of the hall 
and causes a massive bottleneck at school drop-off and 
pick-up times. As TRPC’s traffic survey revealed, the 
current parking is inherently unsafe in that parents often 
have to reverse across the pavement into the road - 
risking a collision with another vehicle or, even worse, 
an unseen child.  
 

Under the proposed scheme the site of the current hall 
would become a much bigger car park, with a much 
safer drive in/drive out.  
 

Funding expertise 

Whilst there will be a range of fund-raising events and 
activities, a lot of grant funding will be needed. We have 
an experienced ‘funding group’ which has been hard at 
work liaising with regular hall users and identifying 
potential funders. This has already shown that funding 
for a newbuild will be easier to find than for a 
refurbishment. If you have any thoughts, comments or 
suggestions regarding fundraising please contact Liz 
Ayling at VictoryHallFundraising@gmail.com  

Challenges 
We are under no illusions as to the scale of the 
challenges ahead, but they cannot be more daunting than 
those faced by that far-sighted group of residents who, 
in the aftermath of World War II, had the vision, drive 
and can-do commitment to fund and build the Victory 
Hall which has served the village so well for more than 
sixty years. Let us create a legacy worthy of their vision 
to take us through the next sixty! 

mailto:VictoryHallFundraising@gmail.com


Village News 

Proposed car parking park for 
up to 50 cars (after demoli-
tion of Victory Hall) 

Site Plan 

Current Victory Hall 

Station Road 

Proposed Community Hub 
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Proposed elevations 
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Proposed plans 
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                         Bethany Mead  
 

I work from my treatment room in Wilstone, as well as 
mobile in the local area. 

 

 Massage - Deep Tissue  Massage  - Reflexology 

 Facials  - Manicure  - Pedicure - Gels 

 Gift Vouchers 

 07935 821846  
BMTreatments@gmail.com 

This is how my Godsons describe both their Mother and me.  
Both of us love to feed people and to cater for large numbers 
of people – often at the drop of a hat.  In fact it is a standing 
joke now that they can never come to visit and leave unfed, 
because there is always something on the table, or swiftly 
conjured from minimal ingredients.  It’s not quite feeding the 
5000 but sometimes it gets close! 
 

I don’t really know when it started, possibly at school when 
we would always return home to a freshly baked cake, but for 
as long as I can remember cooking for friends has been a real-
ly important part of my life.  When I bought my first home 
and had little spare money for anything, I would often feed 
friends who came over to help with DIY projects ranging 
from Chicken Chasseur to Full English fry ups, depending on 
the project or time of day.  Even to this day I never take my 
car in for any work at my local garage without an accompany-
ing tray of chocolate brownies – although now I am at least 
able to pay the bill in full and the brownies are just an extra 
thank you for their wonderful service. 
 

In my early twenties, I would spend Christmas Day with a 
group of like-minded friends; congregating for smoked salm-
on and champagne at one house before heading to the pub for 
two hours and then off to another house for a gargantuan 
Christmas Dinner to which everyone attending would contrib-
ute something to the meal.  They were special days and set the 
trend for my ‘feeding’ habit which continue to this day. 
 

I can never accept an invitation to a friend’s party without 
asking whether I can bring anything and usually the answer is 
yes, can I make a pudding!  One year I made four chocolate 
raspberry pavlovas, which each took 12 egg whites, and had 
to make an awful lot of mayonnaise so that the yolks weren’t 
wasted.  Fortunately, it was during the summer and nobody 
who received a pavlova objected to receiving a jar of mayon-
naise at the same time! 
 

Nothing excites me more than planning and catering a large 
event – Christenings, birthdays, anniversaries – I love them 
all and 2021 is hopefully going to be filled with them as we 
shall be celebrating a 21st, a 50th and a 16th in addition to all 
the events that have been held over from 2020!  Whilst my 
family might groan a little about the plans that I have already, 
tentatively begun to make, none of them will object when the 
event arrives and the music starts to play, the guests begin to 

arrive and laughter fills the air.  At the last ‘Big 0’ party we 
had, there were two distinct meals – afternoon tea and a hot 
supper – as the party lasted from 3pm until after midnight, 
and nobody left saying they were hungry, not even the vege-
tarians!  Everybody was catered for and everyone was includ-
ed, which is the way it should always be. 
 

The recipe for this month is one of my favourites for ‘feeding’ 
as it can be scaled up or down depending on the number of 
hungry mouths and can either be served as a single large dish 
or 8-10 individual ones.  The last time I made it, I scaled it up 
to feed 80 and there was nothing left at the end of the even-
ing!  The acerbic passionfruit helps to undercut the richness of 
the chocolate, but this is an incredibly indulgent dessert full of 
flavour, intensity and divine sweetness 

 

 

White chocolate and passionfruit mousse 

 

Ingredients: 300g white chocolate   10 passionfruit 
  6 eggs, separated   300 – 500g raspberries 

 

1. Break the chocolate into small pieces and melt 
gently in a bowl over a pan of simmering water, 
then set aside to let the chocolate cool slightly. 

2. Beat the egg whites until stiff but not dry.  Mix the 
yolks into the cooled chocolate taking care that the 
chocolate doesn’t seize.  Cut the passionfruit in 
half and scoop the juice pulp and seeds into the 
chocolate mixture. 

3. Finally fold the chocolate mixture into the egg 
whites until it is completely incorporated. 

4. Line the bottom of the dish/bowls with a layer of 
raspberries and pour over the mousse. 

5. Leave to set in a fridge for approx. 2 hours (4 if 
using a single dish) before serving. 

Are you a feeder?                                             by Sally Smith 

Village News requires a  
Junior Editor  

 

If you are young and looking for a challenge or a way you 
can  get involved with your local community drop an email to 

Paul Lovis via editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

This could be your big break in journalism!! 
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The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 

Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 
 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 

 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 
In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 

 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

PET SITTERS Since 2000 
 

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE! 
 

    We walk feed clean out &  Cuddle. 
    Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals 

 

    Registered with NARP 

 Call Beverley Cornthwaite 

   Tel.no 01442822191   Mob 07967019031 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 
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During the first lockdown, I produced a guide 
for discerning TV viewers, including the 
importance of being able to fast forward the 
news, where to find old classics and what to 
look for on Netflix and other similar channels. 
Since then, my quest to perfect the art of 
lockdown TV viewing has reached greater 
extremes, backed up by intensive, painstaking 
research. 
 

Let me explain. Because of our strict post war upbringings – 
and the rules our mothers laid down - my wife Jenny and I find 
it sinful to watch TV during the day. There are a few 
exceptions, such as weekend sport or perhaps a royal 
wedding, but generally speaking it has to be 6pm before the 
box goes on. When the latest lockdown began however, with 
its long nights and awful weather, it seemed perverse to resist. 
But although we tried hard a number of times, somehow it 
never felt right. 
 

Then, one cold, dark afternoon, we had a brainwave; to 
assuage guilt, we will call our daytime viewing ‘research’, the 
end product being another article, sharing our insights with the 
people of these villages. But what phenomenon should we 
investigate? 

 

Our brainstorming eventually came up with the idea of 
researching the increasingly familiar genre of programmes on 
Netflix et al, that are so predictable and so corny, that you 
can’t stop watching them, despite being secretly ashamed. In 
short, perfect daytime trash. We fondly remembered a holiday 
years ago, when the weather was so bad we had to watch TV 
all day (less guilt on holiday) and became addicted to the 
Netflix soap ‘Cedar Cove’, one that had all the necessary 
ingredients. 
 

Cedar Cove is now deservedly off the air, so we decided to 
delve deep into the backwaters of the Netflix and Amazon 
catalogues for something similar. After many dedicated 
afternoons, watching the first few episodes of various ‘Cedar 
Cove’ type offerings, our research revealed the critical 
requirements for addiction. We suspect that producers of 
these shows have Ikea style assembly instructions (insert plot 
A into character C), as several common patterns emerged, 
designed to hook TV audiences. They certainly managed to 
hook us, even though we hated ourselves for watching. 
 

We identified ten criteria for success, with the best example(s) 
of each shown in brackets : 

The cast is full of impossibly beautiful people (all). 
There is a life changing event early on, usually someone 

dying tragically (‘Everwood’, and ‘McLeod’s 
Daughters’, both Amazon) 

The high powered hero/heroine wants to make a new 
start and do good (‘Virgin River’, Netflix) 

He/she moves to a new town in the middle of nowhere 
and hates it at first (‘Everwood’, ‘Northern Rescue’, 
Netflix) 

The people in the new town are distrustful of the 
newcomer (‘When Calls the Heart’, Netflix) 

But there is one person who is friendly, often called Jack 
(‘When Calls the Heart’, ‘Virgin River’) 

Love affair begins around episode 6 (‘When Calls the 
Heart’, ‘Virgin River’) 

There are lots of storylines about animals, usually horses 
(‘Heartland’ - Jack’s the much loved grandad in this 
case - ‘McLeod’s Daughters’, both Amazon) 

It soon gets so predictable that you become sarcastic and 
start to jeer at the TV, with family competitions to 
guess the next obvious storyline (all). 

Every episode has at least one tear-jerking moment and a 
cliff-hanger at the end. And a super cliff-hanger at the 
finale of every season is also essential to ensure the 
show gets recommissioned (all). 

 

All the programmes mentioned above are worth a try, as long 
as you are willing to risk the secret shame of addiction. Our 
favourites are ‘When Calls the Heart’ (despite the title’s awful 
grammar) and ‘Virgin River’. ‘When Calls’ is a Canadian 
production now into its eighth season, so a proven performer. It 
tells the story of a beautiful rich girl called Elizabeth, who gives 
up her glamorous lifestyle to take a teaching job in a small 
mining town where 46 miners have just been killed. And of 
course she falls for a Mountie called Jack.  
 

‘Virgin River’ is American and more of a newcomer, but still 
ticks all the boxes. We are waiting on tenterhooks for its third 
season in Autumn this year. It’s the story of another beautiful 
girl called Mel, a ‘Nurse Practitioner’ whose husband has been 
tragically killed in a car crash. She seeks a new life in a country 
town, but finds resistance from the community, in particular a 
grumpy local doctor. Only the town’s bar owner sees Mel’s true 
worth, and his name is…well, you can probably guess his 
name. They must have been doubtful about a third season 
because there was a double cliff-hanger at the end of Season 
2; the grumpy doctor (now also seeing Mel’s true worth) may 
be dying of cancer, and poor old bar owner Jack is lying on the 
floor with gunshot wounds. We just can’t wait to continue our 
‘research’ this Autumn! 
 

So what can readers learn from our weeks of pains taking 
investigation? If you are not into this sort of thing, just carry on 
with your boring old documentaries, travel programmes and 
detective series. But if you fancy shutting off for a few hours 
and becoming addicted to something ‘so bad it’s good’, any 
one of the above is worth a go. What better way to spend a 
cold, wet, lockdown afternoon, than watching some high class 
rubbish? And, importantly at our age, it doesn’t matter if you 
fall asleep; the storylines are so predictable that when you 
awake, you’ll have no problem filling in the gaps.  
 

Of course, if your mothers had the same attitude to daytime 
television as ours, you might feel a bit guilty, especially without 
our ‘academic’ excuse. But one thing we learnt during our 
daytime experiments, is that now is not the time to be feeling 
guilty about doing whatever gets us through these cold, dark 
days. We can’t all spend lockdown learning new languages or 
jumping along to Joe Wicks. Sometimes we just need to switch 
off and a few hours of trash TV is a good way to do just that. 
 

But if the guilt is still too much, perhaps you can, in true 
scientific tradition, build on our work by doing some ‘research’ 
of your own . Maybe other villagers might challenge our 
judgment and find something even better. Or worse!! 
 

Researching a New Type of Soap           by Alan Warner 
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                                                Solution on  page 27 

No 146 Moderate 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 
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March into the garden – tips to make your garden ready for the Open Village           
event in June                                                                              by Jo Woodbridge 

Make a planting plan – make a rough 
sketch of your garden, draw the 
structural plants and shrubs already 
in place and where the sunny and 
shady spots are; next think about 
what is needed to complete the pic-
ture.   These could be herbaceous 
plants that will come to life in the 
summer and die back in winter or 
bedding plants that can be bought or 
raised from seed and planted out in 
late May.  Think about colour, do 
you want muted pale pinks and pur-
ples or vibrant yellows and oranges 
or a mix of both?  Annual seeds can 
also be scattered in bare patches (a 
little later on in the year) to add a 
kick of colour and fill a space.  
 

Now is the time to plant summer flowering bulbs such as 
gladioli, dahlias and lilies, these are easy to plant and create 
impact in groups. 
 

Mow the lawn when it is dry and not soggy, start on a high 
setting, this can really make the garden look smarter in this 
early part of the year. 
 

Mulch around plants 
and on the bare soil.  
Don’t forget to weed 
first.  This can be old 
compost from last 
year’s pots or com-
post from a heap or 
bought in from the 
garden centre.  
Mulching keeps 
weeds down and adds 
nutrients to the soil.  
 

Lovely daffodils will 
begin to emerge during the next few 
weeks, as they die back deadhead 
the blooms.  Just pinch off the top 
and leave the green leaves to die 
back on their own.  Try not to be 
tempted to cut the leaves back, the 
bulb needs the leaves to die back to 
help regenerate the bulb for next 
year.  
 

In preparation for a beautiful display 
in June, why not try growing some 
seeds on a warm windowsill.  Cos-
mos are easy to grow, fill a few pots with compost (yogurt 
pots with holes in the bottom are just as good) scatter a few 
seeds on the compost, cover very lightly with compost, place 
the pots in a tray (plastic trays that come with some of your 
groceries are useful without holes), add water to the tray and 
place on a warm windowsill, as the seedlings emerge and 
they have about 4 leaves gently transplant them to individual 
pots.  

 

Vegetables are also easy to grow.  Last year we sowed pars-
nip seeds in old recycling boxes (with holes in the bottom) 
and had a really good harvest.  We will definitely repeat this.  
Tomatoes are also easy to grow using the same procedure as 
above. 
 

I hope this has given you some inspiration and ideas to begin 
creating a beautiful outside space to show off in June.  
Please let me know if you would like to open your garden on 
27th June, it really is good fun!  Why not show off all your 
hard work; your garden could be a quiet space to relax in, a 
small area of beautiful pots, ornamental trees in a large 
grassy area or expansive herbaceous borders, variety is the 
spice of life, let’s make the village an interesting place to 
explore on 27th June 2021.  Thank you.  Call Jo on 891444 
or email jomark@waitrose.com 

 

STOP PRESS:  As an incentive to open your garden or just 
brighten up the village, each house-
hold will soon be receiving seeds 
through the door with planting in-
structions.  It would be wonderful if 
these flowers could be grown and 
shown for the Open Village event.  
Look out for posters and seeds 
coming soon. 

Grow from seeds on warm windowsill 
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JOBS FOR JO No time, energy or inclination? Ask Jo to do the job for you Garden tidying – regular and one offs Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale Fence painting  Small internal decorating  General help and assistance-Clutter clearing Administration assistance 

Small jobs a speciality 

Jo Woodbridge 

07719 434620   or  01442 891444 

 

 

 

Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 

(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 
Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 
 no extra charge. 

 

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 
Welding -  
Tyres -  
Wheels balanced -  
Batteries -  
Exhausts -  
Diagnostic Tuning -  
Air Conditioning servic-
ing  
and repairs  

 

 

Phone: 01296 662280 

New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 
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Packed Crowd 

The Parish Council held another extraordinary meeting 
on 27th January to discuss outstanding planning applica-
tions, of which the plans to build 14 dwellings on the 
land adjacent to Loxley Stables on Astrope Lane was 
the most significant. These special meetings to cover 
planning issues seem to be a new practice where there 
are particularly contentious issues, helping to keep 
these separate from routine business. 

In our report of the December meeting, it was stated 
that generally few members of the public attend unless 
there are controversial issues on the agenda and this 
meeting proved the point. I counted over 20 rectangles 
on the Zoom screen, with less than half being blacked 
out. And quite a few had two participants. There was 
also an interesting bonus from going virtual; though the 
public were not invited to contribute verbally, after a 
while chat messages started to appear on screen and 
soon became a torrent. Your reporter could instantly see 
whether or not the comments made by councillors were 
going down well. 

Tale of Two Foxes 

The Chairman made a brief introduction, emphasising 
that the decision making body is Dacorum and that the 
TRPC role can only be consultation. Then it was the 
turn of the Foxes. Councillor Jean Fox, who majors in 
rural planning issues, started the meeting with a broad 
summary of the position. She admitted that it was 
agreed ten years ago that this site should be developed 
as part of Dacorum’s long term strategy but put forward 
a number of reasons why the existing proposal is unac-
ceptable in its present form. 

The plan to build 14 houses makes it a major develop-
ment – defined as 10 or more houses - and is therefore 
contrary to the agreed strategic planning framework, out 
of proportion compared with original intentions. It is also 
being built in an area where there is a major flood risk; 
based on a 2019 assessment, Long Marston has the 
highest risk of anywhere in the Borough. Finally the de-
velopment would cause the loss of a number of Black 
Poplar trees, an important conservation issue. 

Councillor Fox did however make it clear that continued 
outright rejection would result in the decision being 
made by Dacorum and that a better approach might be 
to make recommendations that influence the decision 
for the benefit of the community. 

Councillor Nigel Fox focussed on a related issue in his 
role as Chairman of the Highways Working Party. He 
mentioned that the Working Party had put forward a 
plan to move the school bus drop-off to Astrope Lane 
and that this should be included as part of the develop-
ment if it goes ahead. He quoted personal experience of 
danger to children from the current situation (the chat 
messages on the Zoom screen and later discussion 
showed that opinion on this issue is divided). 

 

Floods of Emotion 

There was then an impassioned and informed statement 
from one of the non-council attendees, Chris Bayer. He 
stated that he was generally in favour of housing devel-
opment and had made no previous objections; he had 
however to object in this case in the interests of the 
wellbeing of Long Marston inhabitants. 

He quoted two major areas of concern; the destruction 
of the flood plain and the overloading of the waste water 
system. The existing systems are already failing and 
proposed development will only exacerbate the prob-
lems. He mentioned that two residents of Chapel Lane 
are still unable to return to their properties after recent 
floods. Furthermore, the measures proposed in the 
planning application do not in any way solve the prob-
lems. 

A New Development 

There was then a contribution from Paul Thomas, in the 
unenviable position of architect for the project and also 
a village resident. He made the point that the original 
plan was for only 9 houses and it was increased to 14 
later at the request of Dacorum. He accepted that the 
development could not go ahead without a resolution of 
the flooding and waste water problems and his team are 
working on this with flooding consultants, Thames Water 
and the appropriate authorities to resolve the problems. 

He also mentioned that he had had discussions with 
tree consultants about the Black Poplars and that there 
is a desire for these to be preserved if at all possible. 

Sweating the Small Stuff? 

The discussion was then opened up to all council mem-
bers and Councillor Jean Fox came in again to make 
the point that the key issue was whether the land is de-
velopable at all and that though the ‘small stuff’ around 
trees and buses are important, these are not the critical 
issues right now. Councillor Thirkettle’s commented that 
he could only endorse this view. 

However the message did not seem to get through to 
Councillor Davis who expressed concern about the im-
pact on newts and hedgerows, as well as endorsing ear-
lier comments about the danger of losing the Black Pop-
lars. 

Decision Time 

Councillor Jean Fox had suggested that the application 
might be temporarily withdrawn until all the outstanding 
issues have been resolved but Paul Thomas confirmed 
that this was not being contemplated at this stage. The 
decision was therefore made that the council should ask 
Dacorum to extend the deadline for consultation to give 
more time for the contentious issues to be explored. 

If this request is not acceptable to Dacorum, the council 
will need to have another meeting to decide whether a 
formal objection to the planning application should be 
made. 

Report on the Tring Rural Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting,                 
27th January 
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Many of you will 
have noticed the 
new bench 
situated alongside 
the children’s play 
area at the 
Wilstone Village 
Hall.  This has 
been donated by 
the family of Joan 
and Maurice 
Stedman, who 
lived in the village 
between 2014-

2020.   
Although they 
were village 
residents only for 
a relatively short 
period of time, 
Joan and Maurice 
loved their time 
here and made 
lots of good friends in and around the local community. 
We hope that people in the village will use the bench frequently and enjoy taking the weight off their feet. 

A new park bench in Wilstone 
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Flooding contacts, cut out and keep! 
 

For those of you concerned about the Flooding in 
Long Marston and lack of any real clear strategy 
please see below which are a full list of Contact 
details for the Government bodies that are ‘ 
working together ‘ to supposedly find a solution. 
 

Please use these to send comments, raise your 
concerns etc. The more volume we have on this 
the better chance there is of getting something 
done. 
 

CONTACT DETAILS FOR GOVERNMENT 
BODIES IN REGARDS FLOODING IN LONG 
MARSTON 

 

Our MP Mr Gagan Mohindra. MP for South West 
Herts 

Gagan.mohindra.mp@parliament.uk 

 

Have a look at the web site below and register 
your complaint: 
www.gaganmohindra.org.uk/campaigns/flooding-

long-marston 

 

Mr Gagan Mohindra 

MP for South West Hertfordshire 

House of Commons 

Westminster 
SW1A 0AA 

 

HERTS COUNTY COUNCIL 

Have a ‘ dedicated ‘ Flood Team at Herts County 
Council. The LLFA. (Lead Local Flood Authority). 
They are responsible for managing Flood Risk. 
Ongoing since 2014…… 

Ryan.Thomas@hertfordshire.gov 

John.Rumble@hertfordshire.gov 

Telephone 01992 556549 

By Post : 
Environment Resource Planning 

Postal Point CHN 215 

Herts County Council 
Pegs Lane  
Hertford SG13 8DE 

 

ENVIROMENT AGENCY 

Operations Team -       
Richard.dale@enviroment-agency.gov.uk 

Legal / Enforcement - 
Gareth.simpson@enviroment-agency.gov.uk 

 

THAMES WATER 

Our local case handler for any sewage issues 

Kelly.skuse@thameswater.co.uk 

 

CANALS AND RIVER TRUST 

Lee.king@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

 

Dacorum Planning Applications 

Robert.Freeman@dacorum.gov.uk 

Animal comforts 

When times get tough and the black dog 
descends;  
when sleep is a struggle, or the darkness 
never ends.  
It’s my animals I turn to for comfort and 
hope;  
for a cuddle on the sofa always helps me 
to cope  

  

A reassuring purr.  
The feel of soft fur.  
A brisk walk outside.  
Or an exhilarating ride.  
  

There’s nothing quite like the love of our 
pets,  
to calm us down and banish our frets.   
 

By Kathryn E White, author/writer 
(kathrynewhite.com). Kathryn's first book, 
Life Matters, is available from Wilstone 
Community Shop and her second book, 
Cappuccino, Cake and Chat - a collec-
tion of 'witty ditties' and inspiring quotes 
about everyday life will be published later 
this year, beautifully illustrated by local 
artist Helen@creativeh.online.   

mailto:Gagan.mohindra.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.gaganmohindra.org.uk/campaigns/flooding-long-marston
http://www.gaganmohindra.org.uk/campaigns/flooding-long-marston
mailto:Ryan.Thomas@hertfordshire.gov
mailto:John.Rumble@hertfordshire.gov
mailto:Richard.dale@enviroment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:Gareth.simpson@enviroment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:Kelly.skuse@thameswater.co.uk
mailto:Lee.king@canalrivertrust.org.uk
mailto:Robert.Freeman@dacorum.gov.uk
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Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 

Send your editorial contributions, 
articles, event notices, news and pictures 
to: editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower 
case) 
 

Deadline for items to go in the April edition 
is: Wednesday 17 March 2021 

 

The editor will be John McCall 
  
Thank you … 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: John Taylor 07940 206056  

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  
Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Sergeant Ryan Hemmings supported by PC Mark Procter, 
PCSO Martin Leadbetter and  PCSO Tommy Walter   

                     01707 354192 

Fly-tipping reports 

Call Dacorum Waste Services       01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 
Reports of river flooding  
Environment Agency           0845 988 1188 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter             07514 548289 

   Cubs and Scouts   
   Jane Dawson              07759 888085 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs              01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d  Jane Banister  
Churchwarden  Ken Martin        01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector  Rev'd Huw Bellis         01442 822170 

Churchwarden  Christine Rutter       07514 548289 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister       01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Steven Godwin             07487 852830 

Email:            smgodwin55@gmail.com 

Clerk to the Parish Council 
   Chloe Collins    email: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

   Villages Warden 

Colin Reedman             01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann          01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Chris Bowles       chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 
Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams         07925 185311 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl              01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman             01296 668054 

Long Marston School          01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 
Gagan Mohindra MP            020 7219 3000 

gagan.mohindra.mp@parliament.uk 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge             01442 891444 

Village News 

Colin Moore                01442 826976 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush                 01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 
Mick McManus             01442 828748 

Wilstone Village Hall 
Bookings: Tony Short          01442 823096 

WI 

Pam Edmonds              01296 661370  
Wilstone Community Shop       01442 891167 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 
editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

 

  Local names and numbers 

You can always find a copy of Village 
News wherever you are: 
www.wilstone.me.uk or just scan me 

http://www.wilstone.me.uk
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KEEP YOUR FEET ON THE GROUND AND PUT YOUR BEST 
FOOT FORWARD                                                                   by Gill Glasser  

 I love my feet. I let them know that I love 
them every evening when I’m getting ready for 
bed. It is impossible for me to go to sleep with-
out massaging both feet and letting them know 
what a great job they have done all day. Most 
people find this a bit weird and baffling, and 
you might well be one of them?! Most people 
rarely mention their feet and, even if they do, 
its usually because their feet are giving them 
grief in some way ………“My feet are killing 
me” or “Wish I could put my feet up, I’m ex-
hausted” or “Oh dear, I put my foot in it to-
day”. In other words, feet are invariably ig-
nored by most of us until they HURT! And 
then we all have a moan. And yet, if you actu-
ally think about just how much work feet do 
each and every day, keeping us upright, walk-
ing the muddy footpaths, balancing the entire 
rest of our bodies above them and propelling us 
around and about, they really do deserve a bit 
more praise and gratitude, don’t you think?  

Over 30 years ago I used to work as a nursing 
sister in a hospice in Oxford. It was here that I 
discovered the benefits of massage, particularly 
the feet. Both staff and relatives of patients 
found it so beneficial to pay attention to pa-
tients’ feet, especially when conversation had 
been exhausted. Gently stroking the feet was 
always relaxing and calming for both giver and 
receiver and gave so much comfort and reas-
surance without the need for words. Since 
those nursing days I have massaged my chil-
dren’s feet when they felt stressed and given 
many foot massages to friends and family. I 
have always been delighted at how much they 
and their feet enjoy the attention …… a feet 
treat! But the easiest thing of all that anyone 
can do is to give a bit of love to your own feet. 
Its so simple and such a balm at the end of the 
day. And don’t they need & deserve it? Soothe 
those feet, thank them for all that they do and 
you’ll be surprised how good that feels …….. 
and you might even sleep better too!  

I’ve Got A Little List                                                   by Martin Winship 

In the February edition of Village News, the 
“Trees and Woodlands consultee” was quot-
ed as saying that the two Black Poplars at 
the corner of Marston Court on Astrope 
Lane (in Long Marston) had “low amenity 
value”. What arrogant and ill-informed non-
sense! The Black Poplar is a magnificent 
tall tree that takes up an enormous volume 
of water and consequently ameliorates the 
effects of flooding. It is a rare tree national-
ly, and we are extremely fortunate to have 
many of these splendid “jazzy” trees in our 
parish. In recognition of this, some time ago 
a group of local volunteers conducted a 
careful survey to establish the number, loca-
tion and condition of all the trees. An in-

depth report and action plan was produced 
to preserve and improve the population of 
Black Poplars in our area; new saplings 
were planted, pollarding was investigated,  

and a way-marked circular Black Poplar 
walk with information leaflets available was 
set up.  
Our precious trees would be sorely missed 
if we had them taken away from us; igno-
rant nincompoops like the “consultee” quot-
ed, however, would not be missed at all. 
Let’s emulate the Lord High Executioner in 
the Mikado- let’s start a little list of those 
who never would be missed. The Trees and 
Woodlands nitwit is 
going on the list 
straight away. Send 
your nominations to 
the Village News; a 
row of empty heads 
on pikes would 
make lovely decora-
tions for our recrea-
tion grounds. 

Solution No 146 
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The Brimstone Butterfly. 

This is one of the most long lived of 
British butterflies, mostly because it hi-
bernates in the winter as an adult.  It 
is also has the distinction of the way 
butterflies were named; ‘Butter col-
oured fly’ and was known as early as 
1658. 
The colour of the male is bright sulphur 
yellow and the female is a greenish yel-
low with an orange spot on the centre 
of the  hind wing . It has a smaller or-
ange spot on the fore wing and  the 
shape of the wing is sharply pointed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You may have noticed a lone butterfly 
on a warm sunny day in February or 
March looking for a flower on which to 
feed or a  
Partner. The female is most likely to 
wake first and can be confused with a 
large white (if you see a large pale col-
oured butterfly as early as that, it is al-
most bound to be a Brimstone). 
 The Brimstone never rests with its 
wings open and has the ability to look 
like a leaf, such is the veining on the 
wings; a brilliant ploy avoiding hun-
gry birds. 
 The larval food plant is Alder Buck-
thorn ,Frangula alnus and Buckthorn, 
Rhamnus Cathartica , and  the cater-
pillars  feed on the underside of the 
leaves.  
  

After mating in the spring the female 
lays eggs and a tiny caterpillar emerges, 
changing it‘s skin 4 times (instars). A 
most incredible change now takes place 
within the chrysalis  with the result that 
the adult butterfly will appear in early 
July and be around until the Spring of 
the next year.  
The male , particularly is known to wan-
der and the Brimstone is now found in 
most of the British Isles , having respond-
ed to Climate change and reaching far 
north. 
 On a more personal note , I watched a 
female laying on Alder Buckthorn 
in Millhoppers, . She laid about 12 eggs 
while I was watching her. I took one  
 Of the eggs home with me and in a few 
days it hatched . I fed  the caterpillar  
on Alder Buckthorn until it was ready to 
pupate  and watched it emerge from the 
chrysalis. 
Later that day I returned it to where I 
had  found the egg in Millhoppers. 
I was totally incredulous at  the miracle 
I had witnessed 
 Please could you send me any sightings 
of the Brimstone you have witnessed. 
 I am concerned that this particular 
winter they will not have survived with 
 high rainfall and severe cold. I will keep 
records and send  them to Butterfly  
Conservation 
 My email address is     
Johnandmargaret@noakes.co.uk 


