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side this issue  

THIS year’s Panto Spectacular, set in an astonishingly authentic-looking Old Peking, was Neil 
Gurney’s Aladdin. The production proved as popular as ever – indeed, the doors of the 
Victory Hall had to be barred and bolted before every performance (to prevent the audience 
from escaping). 
The story is ridiculously simple, or is it simply ridiculous? It all begins with the Citizens of 
China (Chloe Gordon, Florence Groom, Millie Parker, Maizy Rees, Pippa Tod and George 
White) singing and dancing splendidly (and continuing to do so throughout, thus lightening 
things up considerably). The laundry in Old Peking is run by that ravishing scrubber Widow 
Twankie (David Severs) “helped” by her two sons Wishie-Washie (Ian Nicolls) and Aladdin 

(Sam Watson). While 
Wishie is content to 
squirt everyone, Aladdin 
lusts after the fair 
Princess Pearl (Serena 
Williams), protected by 
her dainty hand maiden 
So-Wot (Sally Smith), 
only daughter of the 
mighty Emperor Chow 
Mein (Martin Winship), 
who is convinced he can 
smell the Panda (Aimee 
Smith). When Aladdin is 
spotted chatting up 
Pearl, it’s Off With His 
Head, courtesy of the 
Emperor’s enormous 
chopper.  

(Continued on page 28) 

From China with panda 
by our man with the martini 

Luke B. Hyndew 

Photos by John Kaye 
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Heron on a wire near the 
footbridge over the canal at 
Wilstone Photo by Chris 

Devil’s fingers 
LATE March and Early April is a really good time to see 
those red catkins. 
In summer 2020 we are planning some Black Polar Walks 
to share the special significance of these trees. 

Photo by Margaret Noakes 

Village Views 

This month's draw was made by Ali Driver, the manager of 
Wilstone Village Stores. 
 

With this draw we come to the end of the current Village 
News 100’s Club competition. 
 
From July 2018 - March 2020 inc. we have made 18 
monthly draws which have generated £5,550 in entry fees, 
and paid out £1,935 in prize monies….netting the Village 
News coffers over £3,600 in much needed operating 
revenue. 
 
We are now thankfully in a secure financial situation and, 
due to the generosity of the 100’s Club participants, will be 
able to continue providing a free monthly Parish magazine, 
delivered to your door, for the immediate future. 
 

Thank you to all participants, we hope you have had fun 
with the 100’s Club. 

Village News 100’s Club draw,  
March 2020 This month’s special: 

Spot the other panto photos 
 
All by John Kaye 
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AND in another packed edition this month we have as well as 
the pantomime (oh, no we don’t!) plenty of news about the 
natural world around us and issues related to the way people 
act impacts our parish. 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed, unfortunately we ran 
out of room, so have some interesting features already for 
April’s edition. 
 
Talking of which, April will see the first of the Long Marston 
and Puttenham WI’s litter picks this year, so hope to see 
some of our readers there. 
 
As spring approaches and we prepare for Easter we hope 
that the bright pantomime photographs remind you that 
spring is coming, the days are getting longer and it’s time to 
get out there and take part in what our community has to 
offer, whether it involves the removal of litter or otherwise! 

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions  
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA 01933 228855.  

Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 

You are most welcome to join us at 
any of the services 

The next edition will be for April 2020 and the 
deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 18 March  
. 
 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 
entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 
by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 
Let us know if we are not! 

1st Mar 2020 – First Sunday of Lent 

10.00am – Sunday Worship cw at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone  

3.30pm – Holy Communion bcp at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

8th Mar 2020 –Second Sunday of Lent 

10.00am – Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am –Sunday Worship cw at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Service of Light at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

6.00pm – Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston 

 

15th Mar 2020 – Third Sunday of Lent 

10.00am – Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston  

10.00am – Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone  

3.30pm –Taize Service at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

22nd Mar 2020 – Mothering Sunday  

10.00am – Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston  

10.00am – Worship for All at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Evensong bcp at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

24th Mar 2020  

10.00am – Holy communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

 

29th March 2020 – Passiontide 

10.00am – Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston  

10.00am – Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Service of Light at St Mary’s, Puttenham 
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 What’s on... 

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings   
The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wednesday 1 April 8pm Parish Meeting  
 8.15pm Council Meeting  Puttenham hall 

Wednesday  13 May (Annual meeting) 
8pm Long Marston village hall 

Diary Dates.. 
Tuesday 10 March 
WI Talk ‘A romp through my life’ 
8pm Long Marston Victory Hall 
Saturday 14 March 
Tennis Club Quiz Night, Long Marston Victory Hall 
Showtime  8pm Wilstone village hall 
Friday 20 March  
Wilstone Film Night, 8pm, A Star is Born 
Saturday 28 March 
Jumble Sale   (Friends of Puttenham Church) 
Wednesday 1 April 
St. Cross Lent Lunch, 12-2pm Wilstone village hall 
Friday 3 April 
Cecilia Tea Rooms, 2pm Puttenham 
Saturday 4 April 
Litter Pick, meet 10am Long Marston Victory hall 
Friday 17 April  
Wilstone Film Night, 8pm Green Book  
Sunday 5 April  
10K Fun Run starts /ends at Long Marston Cricket Club 
Concert by Ridgeway Quartet, 3pm St. Cross Wilstone 
Saturday 18 April 
Dance to Live Music  8-11pm Wilstone Village Hall 
Saturday 25 April 
Mentmore Plant Sale 
Friday 1 May 
May Day  6 a.m., St. Mary’s churchyard 
Wilstone Film Night, 8pm special screening of 1917 subject 
to availability  
Sunday 3 May 
2pm Long Marston Tennis Club Open Afternoon 
Friday 8 May  
 VE day celebrations  
Saturday 9 May 
Spring Lunch (Puttenham Trust) 
Friday 12 June 
Cecilia Tea Rooms (St. Mary’s) 
Saturday 4 July 
Puttenham’s summer exhibition (Friends of Putt. Church) 
Friday 31 July 
Cecilia Tea Rooms (St. Mary’s) 
Saturday 1 August 
Our Stall at the Horti Show in Long Marston 
Saturday 5 September 
Jumble Sale (Friends of Puttenham Church) 
Friday 9 October 
Cecilia Tea Rooms (St.Mary’s) 
Saturday 31 October  
October Lunch (Puttenham Trust) 
Saturday 28 November  
A concert (to be confirmed) 
 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
         Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   
         Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   
         Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

 

Charlotte’s World Challenge Fundraiser 

Dance to ‘Live Music’ 
From the 50’s & 60’s 

Performed by THE BLUE MOONS 

Saturday 18th April 2020 
8pm - 11pm 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Tickets £10 - available from 
Wilstone Shop & Beechwoods Tring 

Or contact Charlotte on 07503 172009 

Bring your own glasses and alcohol. 
Tring Brewery Real Ale available too 

ST CROSS CHURCH   WILSTONE 
 

SUNDAY 5THAPRIL 
AT 3.00PM 

 

A CONCERT OF LIGHT 
CLASSICAL 

MUSIC 

PERFORMED BY 
THE RIDGEWAY QUARTET 

 

THE CONCERT WILL BE 

FOLLOWED BY REFRESHMENTS 

NO CHARGE- DONATIONS TO 

THE FRIENDS OF ST CROSS 
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What’s on ... continued 

 
 

ST. CROSS 
 
 

LENT LUNCH 
 

 

WED’DAY APRIL 1ST
  

12NOON –2PM 
WILSTONE VILLAGE HALL 

 

A LIGHT LUNCH OF SOUP, 

BREAD AND CHEESE,              

TEA AND COFFEE. 

ALL WELCOME----NO CHARGE 

DONATIONS TO CHRISTIAN AID 

 

 

 

 

V.E. DAY  

CELEBRATION 

MAY 2020 

As part of the VE Day celebrations, we would like 
to get more information of those who lived in the 
Wilstone area and are commemorated on the war 
memorial. 

We have information about Arthur Proctor and 
Henry Dover. Do YOU have any information about 
these other brave men?  

Badrick, Private Char les, 13th Essex Regiment. 
Son of Arthur and Jane. Husband of Elizabeth.  

Cartwright, Driver  Walter , Army Service 
Corps, of Startopsend.  Son of William and Sarah. 
Husband of Lavina.  

Coker, Private Alfred, 1st Bedfordshire 
Regiment, of Wilstone. Formerly with the Royal 
Engineers.  

Foskett, Private Walter  James Reeve, 1st 
Northants Regiment, of White House, Miswell. 
Son of RE Tomlin. Boulogne Eastern Cemetery. 
(TR) 

Goodson, Sapper  Ernest James, Inland Water  
Transport, Royal Engineers. 

Payne, Private Frank John, 2nd Bedfordshire 
Regiment, of Wilstone.  

Rodwell, Private Jesse, Queen’s Royal West 
Surrey Regiment, of Wilstone.  

 

           Please email information you may have to 
walkersandbrook@gmail.com 

The Wilstone Village Hall Committee would like 
to find a way of remembering those that gave 
their lives during the VE Day celebrations. Your 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
         Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   
         Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   
         Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 
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Wilstone Village Fete & 
Fun Dog Show 

 Sunday, 14
th

 June 
It feels just the right time of year to be thinking 
ahead to summer days and in particular to our 
village fete.   
This year it will take place on Sunday, 14th June and 
we’re hoping we can enlist your help.  Here’s how.  
Firstly are you up for getting involved in order to 
develop our plans?  We really want to tap into your 
ideas and energy in order to make this year’s event 
fun and memorable for everyone. 
Interested? Then please give Diana Crapnell a call 
on 01442 826043 or email her at 
diana.crapnell@btinternet.com.  We’re really 
looking forward to hearing from you. 
If you aren’t able to get involved right now there 
will be plenty of opportunity to help with setting 
things up and on the day itself, we’ll give you 
details on that nearer the time. 
Secondly, we’re starting the hunt for items for our 
tombola, bric-a-brac and book stalls, so: 

 For any bric-a-brac you would like to donate, 
or get rid of, depending on how you view it,  
please give Irene McCall a call on 01442 
825529 to sort out the details.   

 For Tombola items, the Community Shop in 
Wilstone will once again be hosting a 
donation box. If you have nothing lurking in 
your store cupboards, or elsewhere, perhaps 
you may consider buying something from the 
shop to pop in the box. 

 For books or dvds, please no videos, hold 
onto these and bring them down to the Village 
Hall on Saturday, 13th June. 

We’re looking forward to a really fun day for 
everyone and your support in helping to make this 
happen is much appreciated. 

Beware 
of  
low  
flying  
crows 
 
 
Panto 
photo by 
John 
Kaye 
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The Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Food served 
Thursday, Friday 5-9pm   

 

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm  
 

Sunday Lunch served  
12 noon to 4pm 

 

Live music 
 

01296 668368 

www.queensheadlongmarston.com 

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

 Professional service 
 Excellent value and fully insured 
 Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 
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 Letters to the editor ... 

The sign is not for turning'  
with apologies to the late Margaret Thatcher. 

From Colin Reedman, Wilstone 
 
THE ban on right turning traffic from Tring Road into 
the service road/car park of Wilstone Village Hall has 
been in force since 1974. (I have a copy of the Traffic 
order). The sign indicating the restriction was originally 
displayed on the telegraph pole a few feet from the 
entrance to the service road. Although clearly visible to 
oncoming traffic the sign gradually deteriorated over 
the years. 
 Some 20 years ago when employed by the 
highways department of Dacorum Borough Council I 
raised the matter with Hertfordshire County Council 
requesting it be replaced and moved forward by about 
15 metres and erected on a new post where it would be 
even more visible. In spite of repeating the request on a 
number of occasions, no action was taken until a few 
months ago when, by chance, I met up with an old 
colleague who is employed by Hertfordshire County 
Council Highways. I explained my concerns about the 
sign and he said he would see what he could do. 4 days 
later the new sign was delivered and erected in its 
present position. A case of not what you know but who 
you know. 
 The sign is very clearly visible from as far 
back as the junction with Grange Road. On a number of 
occasions I have been in the village hall car park and 
witnessed drivers ignoring the sign and turning in. I 
have spoken to a number of them, some having young 
children in their vehicle, and received a number of 
comments including 'so what, nothing to do with you 
mind your own business', ‘what sign? I have never 
noticed it', 'yes I know but it means I would have to 
drive into the village and turn round which means I 
would be using more petrol which I can't afford', ' so 
that is what the sign means', ' but I always take care 
when I make the turn'. 
 The restriction is there for good purpose as the 
bend at the junction with the service road is virtually 
blind. My particular concern is about cyclists many of 
whom use the route through Wilstone towards Long 
Marston, sometimes in groups of more than 20 and at 
speed. It would only take a driver turning right into the 
service road without paying attention and coming into 
contact with them and there would be carnage. As I live 
close to the location I would probably be one of the first 
at the scene. I am a former police officer who has dealt 
with a large number of traffic accidents over a period of 
30 years many of them involving injury and 2 which 
were fatal. Any accident, particularly if involving 
injury, can not just affect those involved but have a 
knock-on effect on family and friends. 
 So my request is simply, please do not ignore 
the sign and risk being an accident statistic. 

Council Dilemmas  From Dave Jenkinson 

I READ with interest the Council Dilemmas article on the front page 
of last month’s edition, which states, and I quote  “The Council are at 
a loss of what to do with £15000 of CIL money”, then are asking for 
suggestions as to how to spend it, then on page 7 it suggests that it 
has to be used to help the local infrastructure and not for maintenance 
or on-going items. 
 I am at a loss as to why the Council is “not telling the 
community” that a proportion of the wind-fall should automatically 
be allocated to clearing and maintaining the ditches and water ways 
around the Parish.  As opposed to pandering to limp political 
expedient projects benefiting a few and not the community as a 
whole. 
 I have lived here for over 25 years and not once in that time 
has there been a blade of grass cut, an errant twig or branch chopped 
or even the removal of any stray solid object that may clog the free 
passage of water drainage been attempted.  Now, is it any wonder 
that while we endure one of the wettest winters on record, the 
residents of Long Marston, Astrope and Puttenham are nervous about 
being flooded, yet again. 
 Having observed a very interesting Flood Prevention 
evening at the Victory Hall last year, I was heartened by efforts and 
time put to this on-going (preventable) problem by enthusiastic 
village members but, what has happened to all the talk? From what I 
see, very little.  Please correct me if I am wrong. 
 Chapel Lane is a typical example, with hair-brained schemes 
to lower the level of the road.  How about looking at the cause, which 
is an obstruction at the end of the drainage ditch before it exits into 
the field and ditch beyond? 
 Another example is the length of Astrope lane - why oh why 
is the ditch running alongside being used more or less as a dumping 
ground, clogged up to road level with years of silt, debris and fallen 
trees?  Surely if this was excavated it would take run-off from Chapel 
Lane.  Not only that, it would be a much needed storage facility 
during times of heavy rainfall, then to allow that surplus water to take 
its passage to the brook beyond, as opposed to flooding the road. 
 And yet another example of ineptitude and total 
incompetence is the constant flooding outside Potash Farm, 
Puttenham.  Installing kerbing with minimal drainage facility, 
achieved at vast expense when all that was needed was to clean out 
the ditch of which the kerbing is shielding and let the water drain 
away naturally to the small brook below. 
 I believe that in the past there have been various excuses as 
to why there has not been any maintenance on this issue: 

 Money - now there is no excuse,. 

 The defining of Riparian Rights, or should one say, 
the will of anyone to do their bit. 

and for me, I think this is the best one: it is not safe to remove the 
contaminated spoil from the ditches.  What a load of Environmental 
claptrap?  Does this mean that the residents of the Parish have to 
stand by while so called experts ask for more feasibility studies, then 
procrastinate for a further 25/30 years while the village floods yet 
again? 
 Isn’t about time that someone or a body with teeth started 
banging the table and stop pandering to a general unwillingness to 
tackle a problem, which in fact is extremely straight forward, 
CLEAN OUT THE DITCHES. 

Public Apology 
Further to the letters and email sent last week I would like to 
clarify that I have offered my full apology to Andy Fairhurst 
and Dina Gray for the hurt and distress caused by the email 
that was sent on 3rd February 2020 regarding the plans 
submitted for the garage. I fully regret the wording of the 

email and I fully retract any allegations of appropriation of 
land made or implied. 
Kind regards, Ann 
Chris Owen and Ann Finmore, Chairman and Secretary of the 
Wilstone Great Farm Barns Management Association and 
Directors of Great Farm Wilstone (Management) Ltd 
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  
Time Efficiency 
OH, what a joy TRPC meetings are for football fan/reporters 
these days! No missing out on mid-week matches on TV. 
Under the efficient Chairmanship of Councillor Chalmers, we 
were not only home for the second half of Spurs v 
Southampton, we could even see the highlights of the first half 
during the interval! Yet still we were able to learn a lot and 
gain some interesting insights into parish affairs. 
 
Happy News 
The happy news was that our Clerk Chloe was not at the 
meeting for the best of reasons; that she gave birth to a 
bouncing baby boy in January and best wishes were sent by 
all. More happy news was that Usha has come in as 
replacement and was welcomed to her new role by the 
Chairman. 
 
Breaking Down Barriers 
The long saga of the barrier by the side of Long Marston 
Victory hall took another turn with the announcement that a 
notice has been fixed to the side of the hall, giving a telephone 
number for anyone to ring when the barrier is closed, thus 
complying with ‘Rights of Way’ legislation. The number is 
07572 316278 and will make contact with Colin Reedman, 
Village Warden. The Chairman had a weary and wary 
expression as he expressed the hope that this would be the end 
of the ‘Barrier Affair’. One got the impression that it was not a 
love match! 

Getting Cross 
Councillor Fox provided an update on the proposed 
development at Glebe Meadow. He had had discussions with 
Councillor Hollinghurst of Dacorum about the need to 
provide for safer crossing facilities, assuming the 
development goes ahead. In particular it is felt that there 
needs to be an extended pavement opposite the Church. 
Though sympathetic to the need, Dacorum will not make this 
a condition of planning and are only prepared to agree for the 
work to be done if the developer chooses to do so and covers 
the cost. There will be further discussions on this matter if the 
project is given the green light. 
 
Calming Down 
Councillor Fox referred to a helpful strategy document which 
puts forward a comprehensive project to implement road 
calming in the Parish. It was observed that, though funds 
seem to be available for similar investment in Tring and other 
towns, there is more reluctance to invest in rural areas where 
the need is just as great. 
 
Three types of road calming have been suggested, to be 
implemented in phases; 

Gates at entries to key locations  
‘Tables’ to reduce speeds in areas where there are no 

pavements 
20 mph limits in areas of maximum danger 

Measuring aircraft noise over Wilstone  
Provided by Chris Owen 

LONDON Luton Airport (LLA) has recently installed an 
aircraft noise monitor behind Mead's farm shop in Wilstone 
(with thanks to Simon and Alex). Here's a description from 
the airport of what it does:  
 LLA conducts mobile noise monitoring in the 
communities closest to the airport as well as those further out 
affected by aircraft noise. The most recent locations on which 
noise monitoring has been conducted are: South Luton, 
Breachwood Green and Leighton Buzzard. 
 Typically, the airport asks members of the 
communities surrounding the airport to host a mobile noise 
monitor on their property. Previous locations have been 
residents' gardens, community centres and farms. A monitor 
was installed in Wilstone at the end of January 2020 and will 
be left in place for approximately 3 months. This is in order 
to gather enough data to be published in a community noise 
report that is then published on the website for the 
communities to view the results. Thanks to the input of local 
residents, LLA has been able to identify a great location on 
PE Mead's farm. Monitoring has not previously taken place 
in Wilstone, so this will be a great opportunity to monitor the 
noise levels. 
 We have three fixed noise monitoring terminals that 
constantly monitor the noise levels from departing aircraft. 
We also have seven portable noise monitoring terminals 
which we use to measure noise a bit further afield in our local 
communities and a number of handheld devices. These noise 
monitors allow us to track the noise over time and evaluate 
trends. 
 After our noise monitor has been out in the 
community, LLA produces a community noise report that is 
shared with the community and published on our website. 

Green hearts and actions 
By Maggy Winship 

 
MANY readers might have noticed our Green Hearts 
adorning the tree on the village green during February. This 
is part of the National WI campaign to promote care for the 
environment. On the same theme we held an open meeting 
in the Village Hall with a talk about Recycling and 
Sustainability in Dacorum given by Melonie Parr from 
Dacorum Council which was well attended by members and 
non-members. 
 
We were shocked to hear facts, such as the amount of 
rubbish floating in the sea, one patch in the Pacific being 
three times the size of France. We also heard that 60% of 
recycled plastic bottles are from bottled water.  
 
Good news about tea bags though - if you recycle six you 
save enough energy to boil the kettle for another cuppa! 
 
Following on from this we will be holding a Litter Pick on 
Saturday April 4th. If you can spare an hour or two to join us 
then please meet at the village hall at 10.00. You will be 
provided with everything you need, and refreshments will be 
waiting for you on your return. 
 
In March we have a talk by Catherine Jones, a local author, 
and this is a members only evening. She will be telling us 
about her life in the army and as a romantic novelist. 
 
Our next open meeting will be on 14th April when we are 
looking forward to a talk by Robin Galvin from the Medical 
Detection Dogs charity, and everyone is welcome. 
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Doug Chalmers (Chairman) 07885 962818 
doug.chalmers@tringrural-pc.co.uk  
 

Mary Davis   07516344248  
Steven Godwin 
 

Nigel Fox    01296 662922 
nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk 
 
John Thirkettle  01296 661825 
john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk  
 
 
The Clerk to the Council is : 
Chloe Collins    07516 344248  
clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 
Address:- Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444, 
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX  
 
The Villages Warden is: 
Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

 

Parish Council Website:  
http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/  

Parish Council meeting cont’d  

Long Marston School  
URGENT Appeal   
 Do you shop online? 

AS YOU are probably aware school budgets are continually 
being cut making it ever more important for schools to find 
ways of boosting their funds to enable them to provide the 
best for their pupils. 
 

easyfundraising is one of the ways Long Marston School 
is doing this and the great thing about it is that it is at no cost 
to the person giving.  Sounds like this isn't possible?  Well 
read on... 
 

easyfundraising turns your  everyday online shopping into 
free donations for your favourite cause.  Simply follow the 
link below, then select the box saying "Support this Cause" 
and complete the online form (you can opt out of receiving 
emails).  The app then gives you the option of adding a 
reminder button to your browser or device; select that before 
you go shopping online as normal, then every time you shop 
the retailer will make a donation (percentage of your 
purchase) to the school.  For example if you do a weekly 
grocery shop online and go via the easyfundraising link for 
your shop you will be making a weekly donation to the 
school.  Remember every little bit adds up - so far we have 
raised £1420 by parents logging in, registering and 
remembering to go via easyfundraising each time they shop 
online.  PLEASE help us to boost school funds by going to 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
longmarstonschool/ 
We really appreciate your support. 

There have been previous meetings with Councillor 
Hollinghurst when funding for gates was discussed and it was 
agreed that the go-ahead should be given to resume the 
discussions on this issue. 
 
Danger Point 
Councillor Davis was another member who is concerned 
about safety. She pointed out the danger on the road between 
the two reservoirs at Tring where there are no barriers to stop 
cars falling down the bank on one side. The Chairman 
pointed out that this was outside TRPC’s area and was the 
responsibility of the Canal and River Trust; we can however 
write to this body pointing out the danger and making a 
recommendation that a barrier be erected. 
 
Daily Chaos 
When the discussion was opened up to the public, the issue of 
parking by Long Marston Victory hall was raised. It was 
agreed that at least 40 spaces were needed for the hall to 
operate effectively and TRPC was supportive in principle. 
However, there are complications around using the recreation 
ground, because of the need to comply with the existing 
covenant.  
 
The discussion moved on to the problems of parents parking 
near the school which causes danger and traffic chaos twice 
each day. The Chairman reported that there had been 
discussions with the developer of the housing project behind 
the school, to see if spaces or a turning circle could be 
included. However, though there was sympathy, there was 
apparently no money available for such a facility. 
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

 

Problem with your windows? 

  
- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

F.R Jeffery & Son 
   Coal Merchant 

 

 Coal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Kiln Dried Logs,  

            & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances  
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact us on: 01296 661258 

 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen appli-

ances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 
01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  
please call for further information. 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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  From the Vicarage                              by Rev’d Sarah Marshall 

Preparation’s all you need…….. 
 
WELL it didn’t seem long ago when we were in Advent 
preparing for Christmas and here we are already in Lent 
preparing for Easter! 
 We often find ourselves spending a lot of time 
preparing for things in life, (well at least I do, sometimes a 
little too much), however I live by the adage/cliché, ‘fail to 
prepare, prepare to fail’!  
 With the franticness of life, it’s important for some, 
to plan ahead, to ensure we don’t drop any ‘balls’ or miss 
deadlines. However, I do say ‘some’ because not everyone 
works in this way. Many people prefer to ‘fly by the seat of 
their pants’, leaving many things to the last minute. I dare say 
we know which category we ourselves fall into and can think 
of people who are completely opposite to us (often finding we 
are married to such people!). 
 There is no right or wrong approach, we each have 
our own ways of coping in life and for many people faith 
plays a huge part in this. Whatever that belief might be, many 
ways of preparing can be found in the quiet calm of 
meditation and prayer.  
 In our schools, children are encouraged to take time 
to practice ‘mindfulness’ techniques, which is a brilliant way 
to encourage peace of mind and tranquility, however this is 
not a new concept, as people of many faiths have been 
practicing this since the beginning of time! 
 Whether you meditate as part of a religious belief or 
not, taking time out of our hectic schedules to just be ‘still’ is 
crucial to our mental and spiritual well-being, in fact every 
mental health charity promotes the importance of just such 
practices. 

 Lent is another chance to highlight the importance 
of this much needed peace; even Jesus needed quiet time to 
prepare for challenging times ahead! He took 40 days out in 
the desert to give himself composure and clarity of mind, and 
although many of us today would love the luxury of 40 days 
off work, we often just have to make do with a few stolen 
moments when we can! 
 So, I challenge you this Lent, make time for your 
mental and spiritual well-being, put aside some time each 
day (even if only a 5-10 minutes), silence your phone and 
any other distractions, find a comfortable place to relax, and 
allow yourself to simply ‘be’. 
 
Every blessing 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

 

 

 

 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

 For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Hea�ng requirements 

 Boiler & appliance installa�ons, system upgrades, servicing, 

fault finding & repair 

 Oil – boiler and tank installa�ons, service & repair 

 Complete bathroom installa�ons & design 

 No job too small / Free no obliga�on quote/ No call out 

charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   
 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk    
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 
7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

 

Looking for a Window Cleaner? 
 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 
Or go to my website at                            

www.nigelbrowne.co.uk 
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Loneliness by Ali Driver 

Wilstone community shop manager 
 
OVER the last few months I have read or heard 
many articles on loneliness; they have been thought 
provoking, eye opening and they have prompted me 
to write my own. 
FACTS 
Half a million older people do not see or speak to 
anyone for 5 days a week, their only company being 
the TV or radio. 
9 million people in the UK often or always feel 
lonely and disconnected. 
7 out of 10 villages in England no longer have a 
shop and 1 in 4 pubs have shut since 2008, 
Services have centralised, moved online and 
transport cuts to villages have hit communities hard. 
Loneliness can be felt by anyone; obviously we 
think of the elderly and the bereaved but it is such a 
wider issue. It affects the unemployed, those unable 
to drive, the housebound, parents (of young babies, 
children who have just started school or those gone 
off to university), people new to an area, singletons, 
career orientated people or those who work from 
home…. 
Families live so far apart now and often life is so 
busy and demanding that people don’t have the time 
to reach out! 
How fortunate are we in our community to have our 
pubs, churches,  shops and our village halls offering 
so many varied opportunities to engage with each 
other and build relationships? 
At this point, I would like to say that Wilstone Com-
munity Shop is a great way to meet people, make 
friends and is there for all. 
We have approximately 50 volunteers and we would 
warmly welcome more. 
Our teenage volunteers tell us that from working in 
the shop they know so many more people from their 
community; that once where they would have 
walked past people not knowing them, they now 
stop to chat. The shop gives a purpose to our older 
customers, the daily short walk for a newspaper or 
groceries giving so much more - a friendly face, a 
chat, exercise and routine. 
The shop is also a great source of local information 
as not everyone uses the internet! 
Volunteering in the shop can give people a sense of 
belonging and purpose plus helping to build rela-
tionships. I know that daily we make a difference to 
many and that we are often referred to as the ‘hub’ 
of the village. 
I am told that life in Wilstone was very different 
without the shop. 
We must never underestimate the value of what we 
have in our community or take it for granted, so 
‘Support us to sustain us’. 
 
If you have any spare time, feel lonely or would like 
to make a difference to someone who does, then 
come and volunteer in Wilstone Community Shop. 
Either pop in or telephone 01442 891167 to have a 
chat about volunteering. 

75 years ago, at 3.00 pm on May 8th 1945 the 
World War II conflict in Europe officially ended, and 
VE (Victory in Europe) Day was celebrated. 

Wilstone Village Hall is organising its own celebratory  
event on the afternoon of Friday May 8th, starting 
at  2pm until 6pm. Details are not yet finalised, but 
the broad plan is for a commemoration at 3pm, we 
will show some film clips from the time, with teas and 
cakes and a 40’s music set provided by local 
musician, Anna Swannell. 

All age groups, young and old will be welcome, and 
from all the villages in Tring Parish. 

Any other suggestions as to what we can do to make 
the occasion even more special would be welcome.  
 

Tickets will be £2.50. You can redeem your ticket 
against your first tea, coffee or soft drink and cake. 
There will also be a licenced bar, a raffle and prizes 
for those in retro dress.  (We are selling tickets so 
that we know how many to cater for). Please get your 
tickets from the Wilstone Shop soon. 
 

You can request further information or make 
suggestions by emailing Peter Walker at: 

 walkersandbrook@gmail.com 
 

Event arranged  by Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

A special one off celebratory 
event at Wilstone Village Hall 
with afternoon teas & cakes, 

bar, films and 40’s music.  

V.E.Day Friday 
May 8th 
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JOBS FOR JO 

No time, energy or inclination? 

Ask Jo to do the job for you 
Garden tidying – regular and one offs 

Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale 
Fence painting  

Small internal decorating  
General help and assistance-Clutter clearing 

Administration assistance 

Small	jobs	a	speciality	

Jo	Woodbridge	

07719	434620			or		01442	891444	

Could you be a 
News Reporter 
Village News is in great need 
of  additional reporters to 
cover not only the ever 
growing number of local 
events in our area but also to 
give, for example, a personal 
slant on village life. 
 
No previous experience is 
required and the amount of 
time given would depend 
purely on individual  
circumstances. 
 
If you feel you can help please 
contact Colin Moore on 01442 
826976 

ACTION! 

Wanted for the Wilstone Show-
time event on March 14th -  
someone with sufficient technical 
ability and a good eye for photog-
raphy to video the entire perfor-
mance with one static camera and 
one mobile camera. 
 
Can you donate your services to 
do this?  
Please call Peter Walker on 
07768 605 684 or email: 
walkersandbrook@gmail.com 
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Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 

● Keeping prices fair 

● Offering a wide range of goods and services 

● Stocking home-made and local produce 

● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

Tel: 01442 891167 

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

Shop Purchase Update 

An update on the latest shop purchase position was 
presented to shareholders on 14 February. 
 
The new plan 
In essence, it has been decided that following the 
purchase of the whole building, the Shop Development 
Committee (SDC) do not want to take forward the 
application for planning, construction and selling of the 
townhouses. Not only does it require a lot of money 
(around £700k), but there is too much risk involved. 
Michael Armson has listened and understood these 
concerns and has kindly offered to sell the premises as 
two freeholds, so long as they are sold as a package and 
the asking price does not change. This offers a far 
higher level of flexibility and makes the fundamental 
goal of keeping a shop in the village considerably more 
financially and practically achievable. 
 
The next stage 

 
So, the current work of the SDC includes working out 
the detail of how the building can be split into two 
freeholds. 
 The SDC is also looking for a way of funding 
the property purchase. Commercial funding is probably 
not an option as the banks will only lend a small 
percentage of the value and we will have a high rate of 
interest to pay back on the loan. 
 

So, our funding options presently are: 
1] an individual 
2] a company 
3]a charitable organisation 
4] a syndicated offer through agreeing the sale of the 
second freehold with an individual or developer 
prior to buying the premises as a whole. 
 
 The SDC is also pursuing a pre-planning 
application with Dacorum BC for a ‘Change of Use’ on 
the Antique shop areas. However we will not then be 
making a full Planning Application as that will be left 
for the purchaser of the second freehold. 
 For Michael and ourselves it is still intended 
that we purchase the whole property. As previously 
stated, this will probably be as two freeholds. In 
meetings and conversations with construction 
professionals and estate agents we have been given 
approximate values of the second freehold which leaves 
a funding target of between £130 -180K for the first, 
Village Shop, freehold. 
 
Raising the money 
Fundraising initiatives so far have raised around £9,000 
and we've received a very generous offer of a future 
donation of £50,000. 
 We will also be launching a share option for the 
new shop. We can apply to get the share option, 
fundraising and donation money match funded. What 
this means is that for every £1 we raise we receive 
another £1. 
 There are also a lot of skilled people in the local 
community who can help by keeping refurbishment 
costs down by lending their skills to the refurbishing of 
the shop. We can also seek donations of goods such as 
fridges, windows, heating systems etc. so the costs are 
again reduced. All ideas will be considered and added to 
reduce the balance of the project down to as close to 
zero as possible. 
 
 

So thank you for all your support to-date, but 
please keep it up! 
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Friendly village pub - open all day 
Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 
Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 
A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 
Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 
Welding -  
Tyres -  
Wheels balanced -  
Batteries -  
Exhausts -  
Diagnostic Tuning -  
Air Conditioning servic-
ing  
and repairs  

 
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

 
 

ROOFING 
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Highways Bulletin 4        by Peter Bygate 

The Highways Working Party recommendations 
submitted in March last year reflected the concerns and 
priorities identified at the time (accessible on the TRPC 
website at http://tringrural-pc.co.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2019/03/Highway-Report.pdf ) but events move 
on and new emphases emerge adding to or amending the 
original proposals. The March 2019 document, therefore, 
should not be seen as a static end-point but more as the 
first step on what will be a long journey. 
 
Housing developments 
Long Marston Conversations continue to take place 
regarding the creation of a footpath linking Bromley and 
Church View extending to a point further down Station Road 
to afford safer crossing for pedestrians. Whilst all parties 
think it’s a good idea in principle, funding remains to be 
agreed. 
 
The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for 
Herts  
Speed Safe: no names have yet been put forward for  
participation in this scheme as outlined in February’s Village 
News, Bulletin 3 www.hertscommissioner.org/community-
drivesafe-scheme-hertfordshire However , the traffic 
website remains open for volunteers to register their interest. 
 
Herts County Council Highways 
We continue to await news about the replacement of faded 
road signs throughout the Parish.  
Dates for the installation of the two new Speed Indicator 
Devices are also awaited. 
 
Road accident  
On Monday 10 February a young cyclist came off his bike on 
Wingrave Road on his way home from school after hitting 
one of the many potholes that pock-mark the multi-patched 
road. He escaped bruised and grazed and was very fortunate 
not to have been struck by any passing vehicle at a busy time 
in the afternoon. 
 
Concerns have been voiced about two separate incidents 
in which residents walking along Astrope Lane and Wingrave 
Road due to the absence of a footpath, one with her dog and 
the other with her children, have been confronted by drivers 
who have stopped their cars, in one case actually getting out 
of it, to shout obscenities. This is clearly completely 
unacceptable. 

Concerns have also been received on 
tringruraltraffic@gmail.com, as follows: 
 
10 December: (text omitted in Bulletin 3) 
A resident sent this photo of a 10-wheeler lorry travelling 
along Station Road towards Gubblecote, unable to make the 

turn at the right-hand bend. Whilst the lorry went backwards 
and forwards making many attempts trying to navigate the 

turn people were stuck for a significant amount of time, and 
all the traffic coming from the 3 directions had to manoeuvre 

before the driver eventually succeeded! 

4 January: This 14-wheel vehicle of ridiculous length for our 
village roads transporting a canal barge was seen passing 
through Long Marston in mid-morning towards Church View 
and Bromley with a long queue of cars behind and causing 
mayhem with inbound traffic. 

30 January: another  photo was sent in showing congestion 
as a huge lorry struggled to negotiate one of the tight village 

bends. 

Please stay tuned, and committed to the ambition of making 
our villages safer and more enjoyable places! 
 
(Copies have been emailed to the bodies responsible for 
enforcement, namely HCC Highways, HCC and Dacorum BC 
Councillors, and the Police and Crime Commissioner for 
Herts) 
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The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

 
Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  
Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 
fence painting etc. 

 

Odd Job Man. 
Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 
PET SITTERS Since 2000 

 

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE! 
 

    We walk feed clean out &  Cuddle. 

    Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals 
 

    Registered with NARP 

 Call Beverley Cornthwaite 

   Tel.no 01442822191   Mob 07967019031 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

    

 

FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL   
 

HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY 
 

Monday   9-3pm   Term time    Tuesday    9-3pm  Term time 
Thursday  9-3pm   Term time    Friday      9-3pm  Term time 
  
 

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk 
firststepspreschool@gmail.com 

 
 

Victory hall, Station Road, Long Marston 
HP23 4QS 

 
Tel: 07925185311       

 
Ofsted rated 
Good’                                                                    
December 2016. 

*Tax-free vouchers,  
 
*30Hours and 
County funding 
registered. 

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ” 
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Do we care about our Landscape?      by John Noakes 

AS we have chosen to live in the countryside one assumes 
that the answer is yes. However landscape is a dynamic 
entity.  Over the twenty five years since we moved here 
global warming has made an impact and farming has 
changed. 
 Over the years the water table has lowered due to a 
combination of global warming and land management. Long 
Marston and Marsworth in the past were known as Marsh 
Town and Marshworth. Nevertheless we are still cursed by 
occasional flash floods. 
 Nationally the trees of our landscape have been 
dramatically altered. Many young people will not remember 
how elm trees were a prominent feature. They were depicted 
in many paintings by John Constable. Now virtually all gone, 
victim to Dutch elm disease. A new threat is affecting ash 
trees as a fungal infection is beginning to decimate parts of 
the country. 
 
A tree which is still prominent in our landscape is Populus 
nigra betulifolia, the black poplar, so named because of its 
dark fissured bark. The back poplar is a rare tree nationally 
but locally in Long Marston and the Vale of Aylesbury we 
have the highest concentration of these trees in the country. It 
too,  is under threat due to a series of unrelated reasons and its 
numbers are diminishing. 
 This tree has an interesting background. Several 
generations ago these trees were often planted as boundary 
markers. As they favoured damp areas they were also planted 
along ditches and stream side to stabilise banks. They were 
easy to propagate as branches would root by just sticking 
them in the ground. Their branches were used for fencing and 
fodder for cattle. They were also used in making brake blocks 
as the wood was somewhat fire resistant. 
 The removal of branches for these various uses 
resulted in regrowth of vigorous new branches from the main 
trunk. This tended to destabilise the tree making it liable to 
split and be damaged by rot. Their branches had to be cut 
back frequently 
in order to safe 
guard the tree, a 
process called 
pollarding. Once 
a tree had been 
pollarded it 
needed to be 
constantly 
managed in this 
way. A lot of 
hard work.  
 
Black poplars 
have their 
flowers, catkins, 
on separate male 
and female trees, 
a term known as 
diecious. The 
female catkins 
produced masses 
of white fluff 
which were not 
favoured by 
farmers so only 
male trees were 
propagated. 

Their catkins are red and make a great display in late March 
when in flower, often referred to as Devil’s fingers. The end 
result of this management is that we now have an almost total 
population of male trees. 
 
Twenty years ago a group of local volunteers locally set out to 
survey, map and identify all the trees, approx. 1000 trees 
within Tring Rural Parish. The aim was to establish the 
numbers and the health of the trees and what work needed to 
be done to preserve them. Grants were obtained to help with 
this work and establishing a computer database. In addition 
leaf samples from the trees were analysed to establish their 
genetic profiles. Alarmingly the results came back revealing 
they were all of the same genetic stock! 
 Why was it alarming? Because, with the absence of 
female trees there was no likelihood of sexual reproduction 
and worse still, as all the trees were of the same genetic stock, 
any disease could wipe out the whole population as happened 
to the elms. The landscape could then be denuded of its local 
trees! Do we care? What can be done? 
 Attitudes to these trees has changed since this first 
survey, twenty years ago. As they tend to split and drop their 
branches their management has become costly and can cause 
problems along footpaths and roads. The population of Long 
Marston has changed. Many people do not know about these 
trees so it is now timely to present the findings of a recent 
survey. 
 We would like by some means to raise awareness 
about the very existence of these trees and the dilemma they 
face. How can their biodiversity be strengthened by 
introducing other genetic stock and female trees? Can 
appropriate and acceptable sites be found for replanting and 
how can they best be managed? 
 We are sure we all care in some way for our 
landscape. The black poplar is an iconic tree locally, to lose it 
would be to have a rather barren treeless landscape. 
Do we want this? 



Village News 



Village News 

An Ordinary Day A Story of Longub Puttastone     by Martin Winship 

THOSE of you who have been misguided enough to have 
frittered away your valuable time in the idle perusal of any of 
these yarns, concerning the various unlikely episodes which 
have taken place in the village of Longub Puttastone may well 
be living under the impression that life there was a non-stop 
merry-go-round of incident and misadventure. Far from it; 
nothing indeed could be further from the truth. While it is true 
that the nearby market town of Bling was a thriving and vital 
hub of work and play – a shining beacon of enterprise, culture 
and haute-cuisine – Longub Puttastone was, in most respects, 
the complete opposite. Apart from the slight stir in the morning, 
when some residents departed on their journeys to work, and 
others arrived to drop their children off at the village school, 
most days were calm and peaceful; almost dream-like. Often 
the only sounds to be heard were the gentle tweeting of dozy 
birds, the bucolic lowing of contented cattle, and the occasional 
tinkling of the school bell, calling the children back from their 
play to the classrooms. It was quite easy, sometimes, to 
imagine that the gentle background music of the village was a 
faint, somnolent snoring. 
 On one such a day, Old Siegfried had risen 
indulgently late, and having spent a disgracefully brief period 
over his morning ablutions, he had spent an equally disgraceful 
age lingering over his considerable breakfast, deep in profound 
thought, pausing in his ruminations now and then to pour 
himself more tea. He had considered the prospect of a (very) 
late morning visit to his allotment, but for once the idea held 
little attraction for him. The time of year meant that there was 
not a great deal to do. His shed, he knew, would be cold and 
uninviting, despite its comfortable chair, kettle and teapot. The 
appearance of heavily laden clouds scudding briskly across the 
sky was a further argument against an allotment visit, and the 
decider was the dull ache in his foot – the one he had 
carelessly speared with his garden fork. Although the foot was 
perfectly healed, it still gave him “gyp” when the weather turned 
cold and damp. Siegfried frowned at the mantel clock, then 
again gazed at the clouds. Somewhere above them, he knew, 
the sun was now well and truly over the yard-arm – and that 
meant that the Half Head would be open, the beer ready, and a 
cheerful fire in the grate providing a warm welcome. Pausing 
only to give has breakfast things a desultory rinse, he 
shouldered into his tatty overcoat and set off towards the pub. 
 Meanwhile Thomas had been enjoying a similarly 
restful morning. He had eaten an earlier breakfast, giving him 
time to nip out to one of his numerous garden sheds, to cast an 
approving eye over the massed ranks of bottles, each holding 
its golden share of the autumn’s cider, slowly maturing and 
preparing itself for grateful imbibing in the months to come. He 
knew he could leave it to itself; there was no more he could do. 
Unsurprisingly, the siren-call of the pub came to him. He 
willingly surrendered to it, and at almost the exact moment as 
Old Siegfried, he strode off, along to the charms of the Half 
Head. 
 Jake and Rodney, each in their own way, happily 
unengaged and with time to kill, obeyed he same subtle 
summons, and so it was that the Gang of Four met up in the 
bar, enjoying their various tipples, revelling in the eye-blinking 
warmth of the crackling fire. They gave each other “Cheers”, 
then sat, quietly at first, savouring their drinks and mutual 
companionship. There were few other customers in the pub so 
early, but Siegfried chuckled, and nodded towards a young 
couple huddled at a table by the window. 
“What’s funny, Siggy?” asked Jake. 
“Those two. Look at them. Both busy on their blooming 
phones”, sneered Siegfried. 
“Why not?” challenged Rodney. He took his phone out of his 
pocket, caressing it lovingly. “I wouldn’t be without mine”. 
Siegfried shook his head. “Dangerous and evil things, they are. 
I mean, all them viruses you can get. Weird stuff like What’s Up 
and Faceache”. Rodney opened his mouth to protest, but 
Siegfried carried on. “And always checking on you, keeping 

tabs. Like that Big Mother”. 
“They don’t” began Rodney. 
 ”’Course they do – always know where you are don’t they. 
How else could they make it ring?” Satisfied that the argument 
was won, Siegfried turned his full attention back to his pint. But 
Rodney was not done.  
“They’re a great invention. All the celebs use them. And world 
leaders – they keep in touch with ‘em. Donald Trump’s always 
twittering”. 
“He certainly is”, agreed Thomas. He paused. “Shame about 
the name though”. The four of them looked serious and 
reflective for a few moments, then burst out laughing.  
“Donald Trouser-Cough” chortled Siegfried, as his eyes began 
to water with his wit. This rather regrettable line of conversation 
would have continued no doubt, from bad to worse, had not the 
vicar entered at that point, to indulge himself in a half pint of 
weak shandy. He took his glass hesitantly over to the four 
reprobates. 
“Good afternoon gentlemen”. 
“Now then vicar”, greeted Siegfried. “I hear you’re a Genderist. 
Is that right?” 
The vicar looked aghast. “Good heavens no. However do you 
mean?”  
“All them ‘Hymns’ you keep on about. Never a ‘Hers’ – not that 
that would satisfy them. You’ll have to call them ‘Its’ from now 
on”. The others joined in the laugh, though Jake tried hard not 
to – he had his position as church warden to think of, after all. 
“You’ll have to make a record” suggested Rodney. “You know – 
‘The Vicar’s Greatest Its!” More mirth was unfettered, as the 
vicar retreated. 
Alice Ball bustled in. She had resolved to treat herself with a 
small glass of very sweet dark brown sherry. Siegfried’s eyes 
glinted at the sight of her. “Afternoon Aniseed!” he called. Alice 
turned, sipping daintily at her sherry. 
“Good afternoon Siegfried, Thomas, Jake, Rodney. You are off 
to an early start today”. She raised one disapproving eyebrow. 
“And no doubt here for the duration, on past performances”. 
“I suppose you left your broomstick outside did you?” replied 
Siegfried. ”Only here for a short Spell!” Guffaws greeted this 
gem, as glasses were refilled and another log laid on the fire. 
 More customers wandered in, all coincidentally finding 
themselves with time to spare, and nothing urgent to fill it with, 
other than gathering in the pub. A gentle and not unpleasant 
hubbub of conversation grew up, liberally sprinkled with much 
laughter and occasional table-thumping. Everyone present 
seemed content with the day and the company – the only 
exception being the vicar, of course, who could not help 
recalling something his bishop had once said – “The Devil 
Finds Drinks For Idle Hands”. But by and large it was an 
innocently convivial crowd. The happiest person there was 
undoubtedly Rupert, the landlord of the Half Head, who 
listened joyfully to the ringing music of the till. 

* * * 
So there we will leave them all, and as we pull away, we can 
see the smoke curling languidly from the pub chimney, while 
along the road in one direction Siegfried’s tumble-down cottage 
lurks behind the straggling hedge, and further on the road 
bridge jumps the Grand Onion Canal on its was to Bling. Along 
in the other direction, past the pond and between the church on 
one side and the village hall and allotments on the other, the 
road meanders off towards Mentless. 
 Just another ordinary day in Longub Puttastone; but 
like most other ordinary days in this ordinary village, in its own 
way, really quite extraordinary. 

* * * 
I was very surprised, when I checked, to realise that this was 
the 52nd story of Longub Puttastone. Alice, Old Siegfried, 
Prunella – they all need a rest. And to be honest, so do I. But I 
suspect that the person who is most in need and deserves a 
rest – is you, dear reader. This will be the last of the Stories of 
Longub Puttastone…….for the present. 



Village News 

 The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter     

Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

 
 

THE  PUTTENHAM  DIARY 
 

Last month we published our event diary for the year.  However, July 4
th
 was 

marked as an event “to be confirmed”.  This is now in the process of being 
organised, and we can confirm that on 4

th
 July,  there will be a Puttenham 

Summer Exhibition, so please mark this date in your diary. 

 
JUMBLE SALE 

 

Saturday, 28
th

 March – 2 p.m. Cecilia Hall 
 

As our usual items will be on sale, all under cover against the weather using 
Cecilia Hall and St.Mary’s. 
 

Sorting will take place as from Monday, 23
rd

.  If you are able to help in any way, 
please contact Christine 07514 548289. 
 
If at all possible, please leave delivering your jumble until at least the week 
before the sale, as this greatly helps with storage. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Cecilia  Tea  Rooms 

Friday, 3rd April– Cecilia Hall – 2 p.m. 

£5 per head  

Please book your seats in advance to help with catering.  Christine: 07514 548289 
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Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 
Send your editorial contributions, 
articles, event notices, news and pictures 

to: editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower 
case) 
 

Deadline for items to go in the April edition 
is: Wednesday 18 March 2020 
 
The editor will be  John McCall 

 
Thank you … 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: John Taylor 07940 206056  

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  
Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 
Sergeant Ryan Hemmings supported by PC Mark Procter, 
PCSO Martin Leadbetter and  PCSO Tommy Walter
 01707 354192 
Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 
 
Barrier opening? 
 
Reports of river flooding  
Environment Agency   0845 988 1188 
Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter   07514 548289 

   Cubs and Scouts   
   Jane Dawson                                  07759 888085 

LM&P Horticultural Society 
David Severs   01296 661021 
St Cross Wilstone 
Clergy  Rev’d  Jane Banister    
Churchwarden  Ken Martin  01442 822894 
St Mary’s Puttenham 
Rector  Rev'd Huw Bellis   01442 822170 
Churchwarden  Christine Rutter 07514 548289 
All Saints Long Marston 
Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister  01442 822170 
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 
Doug Chalmers   07885 962818 
Clerk to the Parish Council 

   Chloe Collins            email: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 
   Villages Warden 

Colin Reedman   01442 822031 
Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann   01296 668548 
Long Marston Cricket Club 
Chris Bowles            chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 
Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams   07925 185311 
Long Marston Tennis Club 
Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 
Long Marston Football Club 
Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 
Long Marston School   01296 668386 
Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 
Gagan Mohindra MP  02072 193000 
gagan.mohindra.mp@parliament.uk 
Sing-Wilstone 
Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444 
Village News 
Colin Moore 01442 826976 
Whitchurch Morris Men 
John Bush 01296 641382 
Wilstone Allotment Assn. 
Mick McManus 01442 828748 
Wilstone Village Hall 
Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

WI 
Pam Edmonds                             01296 661370 
Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

 
Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

  Local names and numbers 
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AUDREY lived all her life in Long Marston.  She suffered a 

stroke on 31.10.2019 and sadly died seven weeks later, the 

following is taken from her eulogy given by Rev Jane at her 

funeral. 

 Audrey was born at ‘the stores’ Station Road, the 

eldest of four children to Don and Di Dean.  Her siblings Neil 

and Gill live in Long Marston and Jimmy in Marsworth. 

 Audrey was at home having tea in January 1941 

when the bomb dropped on the village school, directly 

opposite the shop.  She never forgot the light bulb shattering 

over the table and the house shaking, her mother’s panic and 

how frightening it was.  Whilst repairs to their home were 

carried out Audrey aged 8 and her two younger brothers went 

to live with their aunt in Madeley, Shropshire. 

 Audrey loved babies all her life, as she had to start a 

motherly role from a very young age, looking after her 

brothers.  Long Marston at that time had many evacuated 

children from London.  Yet Audrey became an evacuee 

herself.  In her later years the story of the bomb narrowly 

missing her home was a favourite she would retell to visitors. 

 For a while Audrey attended school at the old hall in 

Puttenham, but for secondary school she cycled each day to 

St. Francis convent in Tring.  After school she would always 

help her mother in the shop with any job needing doing, she 

loved making up and delivering orders.  Audrey was always 

busy. 

 She worked for the family business, Dean Bros, at 

the packing station in Gubblecote, officially in the office, but 

again hands on with whatever needed doing. 

 Audrey married Terry Clay at All Saints Church, 

Long Marston on 22nd May 1961 (a Whit Monday as the shop 

didn’t close Saturdays!!).  They lived at 30 Tring Road. 

 Audrey played a huge part in village life.  She was a 

founder member of the tennis club and Terry was a keen 

sportsman.  Audrey made teas for the football club at half 

time, and for many years provided cricket teas always with 

home made cakes.  She supported the cricket club by going to 

Bingo every Friday evening first at the Victory Hall and later 

at the Cricket Club, again chief refreshment provider. 

 For many years she delivered meals on wheels and 

would run around so quickly as she hated the thought anyone 

might have a cold lunch.  Good Companions was another club 

she worked very hard for.  Giving lifts to members and 

providing lovely teas together with Pam Baker. 

 Puttenham Church was Audrey’s place of worship 

and she was involved in everything on the social calendar, 

May day, jumble sales, teas, harvest suppers.  Any event she 

would be there, usually in the kitchen. 

 Later Audrey and family moved to Longleys  Farm, 

Station Road.   She loved her home and all the family visiting.  

In 2014 she was diagnosed with Alzheimers.  She declined 

very gradually and coped well with her short term memory 

Audrey Diana Clay (nee Dean) 23.12.1932  -  19.12.019  by Helen Keable 

loss.  Her long term memory remained amazing and even 

while in hospital she had fantastic conversations with her 

brothers recalling name upon name of past village residents. 

 

Audrey was a truly lovely, kind gentle lady.   She is greatly 

missed by husband Terry, children Helen and Jonathan, 

grandchildren Rachel and Laura and her beloved great 

grandson Luca and all her extended family. 
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his evil uncle ‘Ave a banana….er, Abanazar (Chris 
Hodges) who is trying to get his dastardly hands on a 
magic lamp so he can rule the world, like you do. Now 
this lamp has been hidden in a secret cave by the 
Supreme Sorcerer (Nettie Botting – who also does Crow 
impersonations) after she stuffed the poor arthritic genie 
(Pat Daniels) inside it. Conveniently, only Aladdin can 
open the cave, but once inside the Chinese noodle can’t 
find the lamp, so Uncle Ab locks him in – for ever! Then 
of course Aladdin does stumble on the lamp and 
naturally he gave it a jolly good rub and POOF out pops 
the genie who turns Aladdin into a handsome Prince 
(she’s VERY skillful). Aladdin swanks back to Peking, 
and after a flash of the cash he gets the hand of Princess 
Pearl, and all’s well that ends well. 
BUT – Abanazar snaffles the lamp AND kidnaps Pearl 
AND feeds her to the Dragon!!! 
BUT – The Heroes use a handy flying carpet to rescue 
the Princess with the help of Wishie’s giant leek (did I 
mention he had a whopper?) AND feed Abanazar to the 
(Welsh) dragon. 
Back in Old Pekin, Aladdin marries Princess Pearl, 
Wishie-Washie marries So-Wot, and absolutely 
NOTHING occurs between the Emperor and Widow 
Twankie (thank goodness). 
Simples!               All panto photos by John Kaye 

(Continued from page 1) 
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