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‘Rivers of Mud’ – an example of a vandalised verge, photo by E. Powell 

Verging on the Edge of Disaster           by Norris Cole 

RECENT letters have touched upon parking 

issues in the local villages, but it is the 

damage to many grass verges that is of equal 

concern.  It is morally reprehensible, not to 

mention disrespectful to fellow residents, that 

these verges are being destroyed – grass has 

been obliterated, deep ruts created, puddles 

form when it rains… in short, they have been 

reduced to such an unsightly state that it 

blights the neighbourhood. 

If it was fly-tipping everyone would be up in 

arms.  So why is the damage to ‘public 

property’ seemingly so tolerated??? 

Verges will not repair themselves.  Councils 

incur unnecessary costs in making good and 

ultimately taxpayers foot the repair bill. 

So, what are the solutions?  Bollards/fencing/

planting? Such protection methods are costly 

and require ongoing maintenance.  

Converting verges to hardstanding is possible 

but expensive and why should we accept the 

loss of green features from our villages? 

Alternatively, if parking restrictions (e.g. 

yellow lines) were present on the road next to 

the verge, it would be a legal offence to park 

on the said verge.  In the absence of ‘No 

Parking’ signs parking on verges is perfectly 

legal.   

‘No Parking’ signs???  Councils say they 

cannot do anything…fake news! (© D. 

Trump) Councils have the power to make by-

laws prohibiting parking on verges.  Some 

Councils have taken this action, if the Council 

says they can’t tackle the problem in this way 

then they are wrong.  Pass a by-law, put up 

the ‘no parking’ signs and make parking on 

the verge illegal. 

Of course, the no-cost solution is for 

everyone to park more considerately but this 

is unlikely to materialise, unless those 

responsible experience some sort of ‘Road to 

Damascus’ epiphany.  Some may think 

nothing of shitting on their own doorstep, but 

(Continued on page 23) 
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I COULD try and be clever 

and say that the time has 

come to plant your early 

potatoes, transplant any early 

peas, broad beans and 

cabbages but the honest truth 

is I just took this from 

Percy’s Green Finger 

Weekly on internet. 

 

As allotment newbies, this is 

only our second year on the 

allotment and I’m still 

reeling from the cost of 

putting in our raised beds 

and our potting shed. I’ve 

worked out that if I 

depreciate the cost of these 

over the next 200 years all 

our vegetables should be 

slightly cheaper than buying 

them from the local 

supermarket. 

 

Our other challenge last year 

was that despite planting all 

the varieties of vegetables 

available in our first year, all 

we really ended up with 

were new potatoes, onions 

and garlic and three very flat 

carrots – but boy did we 

enjoy them all. 

Come and Join us!  by Dave and Tricia Morgan 

 

The fact is that unlike our seasoned green fingered 

neighbours we have a lot to learn. Fresh air, new friends and 

the knowledge that one day what we put in, we might actually 

take out is what in reality makes spending time on our plot so 

enjoyable. 

 

If you have been thinking about putting your name on the 

waiting list go for it. Everyone is so friendly, will provide 

good advice, and make the whole experience so much fun, 

although don’t mention help digging, this is where you tend 

to lose them. 

 

Plot Vacancies: 

 

There are two half plots available. Anyone who is interested 

and would like further details, please contact Ruth Patterson 

telephone 01296 660101 or  

e mail ruthpatterson15@talktalk.net 
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Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us at any of the 

services 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 

by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! 

The next edition will be for March 2018 and 

the deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 14 February 2018.  
 

Editor this month: Caroline Clist 
Editorial Team  

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Toby Davidson,      

Caroline Clist, John McCall, Colin Moore. 

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB  

Phone:    Colin Moore  01442 826976 
 

Distribution Manager 

Rob Briant 07802 384151 

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Toby Davidson 07970 636168 

Advertising Manager 

Amanda Russell 07885 891634 

email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

AND in a packed edition this month, we deny all 

responsibility for golden eggs, chocolate or 

otherwise.  However, there are panto 

photographs and news of an Easter Egg hunt at 

St. Cross. 

 

The days are getting longer, if not guaranteed to 

be warmer, and there is lots in our diary pages to 

demonstrate the variety of events happening in 

the parish and surrounding area. 

 

Once again this edition is on the thin side.  We 

only publish what we receive by the deadline, 

which this month was quite early.  It’s longer 

this month, so please send all your thoughts, 

articles, photographs and pieces for publication; 

otherwise I might be tempted to fill the pages 

with an update on my challenge for this year... 

The next edition will be for April 2018 and the 

deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 21 March 2018.  

4th March 2018 
10.00am – Sunday Worship at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm - Holy Communion (BCP) at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

11th March 2018 
10.00am – Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Sunday Worship at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Evening Prayer at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

6.00pm – Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston 

 

18th March 2018 
10.00am – Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Taize at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 
25th March 2018  
10.00am – Sunday Worship at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Worship for All at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Evensong at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

27th March 2018  
10.00am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

 

30th March 2018 Good Friday 
1.00 pm – Raising The Cross at St Cross, Wilstone 

6.00pm – Worship at All Saints, Long Marston 

 

1st April 2018 Easter Day 
10.00am – Holy Communion at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

2nd April 2018 Easter Monday 
10.30am – Easter Egg Hunt at St Cross, Wilstone 
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What’s on... 

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings  
Are held at 8pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month.  

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

 7 March 2018 Cecelia Hall, Puttenham 

 Parish Meeting 8pm.  Council Meeting 8:15 

 4 April Wilstone Village Hall 

Sunday 4 March 

Spring Lunch. Cecelia Hall, Puttenham 

Sunday 4 March 

The Zimmermen. Queens Head, Long Marston 5-7pm 

Saturday 10 March 

Conservation day, Millhoppers Reserve, 10.30am or 12 noon 

Sunday 11 March 

Piano and More concert, St. Peter & Paul, Tring,  3pm 

Tuesday 13 March 

HS2 talk, Victory hall, Long Marston, 8pm 

Friday 16 March 

Film Night, “Breathe”, Wilstone village hall, 7.15 for 8pm 

Sunday 18 March 

Open mic night. Queens Head, Long Marston 8pm 

Friday 23 March 

Quiz night, Long Marston Cricket Club 8pm Teams of 8 

Saturday 24 March 

Chilli and vinyl night.  Queens Head, Long Marston 7pm 

Monday 2 April  

Easter Egg hunt, St. Cross Church, 10.30am 

Friday 6 April 

Cecelia tea rooms. Cecelia Hall, Puttenham 

Film Night, “Breathe”, Wilstone village hall, 7.15 for 8pm 

Tuesday 10 April 

Animal Trainer talk, Victory hall, Long Marston, 8pm 

Friday 13 April 

The Attention Seekers, Long Marston Victory Hall 

Sunday 15 April 

Open mic night. Queens Head, Long Marston 8pm 

Saturday 21 April 

Mentmore Plant Sale, Village Green Mentmore 12 to 4pm 

Saturday 28 April 

Jumble Sale. Cecelia Hall, Puttenham 

Sunday 29 April 

The Zimmermen. Queens Head, Long Marston 5-7pm 

Tuesday 1 May 

May day madrigals. St Mary’s church, Puttenham 6am 

Saturday 5 May 

Gourmet night. Long Marston Cricket Club 

Tuesday 8 May 

History of Pinewood, Victory hall, Long Marston, 8pm 

Thursday 10 May 

Badapple theatre company. Cecelia Hall, Puttenham 

Sunday 13 May 

Open mic night. Queens Head, Long Marston 8pm 

Friday 25 May 

Village football match. Long Marston recreation ground 6pm 

Diary dates… 

Not animal training as Julie knows it 

Panto photo by Peter Myrants 
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EASTER EGG 

HUNT 
EASTER MONDAY 2nd APRIL

ST CROSS CHURCH, WILSTONE 
(INSIDE IF WET) 

10.30AM START 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
HOT CROSS BUNS & COFFEE TOO! 

DISCOVER THE JOY AND BENEFITS OF  

GROUP SINGING 

Sing Wilstone meet on Tuesday evenings at 7pm 

At Wilstone, Nr Tring 

Enthusiasm and sense of humour are the only requirements 

Contact Jo 01442 891444 

WANTED – PADDOCK FOR 2 PONIES 

Looking for a paddock for my 2 elderly ponies. 

Ideally 1-2 acres and preferably with stables. 

Flexible to long term rent, lease or buy. 

Please call Fran on 07778 802748 

Wilstone Village 

Event 

Sunday, 10 June 

Like to get involved? 
 

We’ve picked a date, Sunday 10 
June, and we have ideas but we 
would really love you to get in-
volved and help us with all the 
bells & whistles. 
Interested?  Then please give 
Diana a call on 01442 826043. 
We really want to tap into your 

ideas and energy in order to 

make our event fun and memora-

ble for everyone. 

Open Mic Night 
At the Queens Head every month 

Sunday 18th March 

Disclaimer: not all events set out in these pages are 

suitable for geese, please contact the organisers if you 

wish to attend any event with your goose. 

Panto Photo by Peter Myrants 
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Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee 
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DO you have some free time on Friday 

afternoons, and do you enjoy being 

outdoors?  If so, we would love you to help 

us at the Aylesbury and Wendover Riding 

for the Disabled Group. 

This long-established group operates out of 

a small, friendly yard in Weston Turville 

which has an outdoor school and provides 

the right type of ponies and environment 

for our activity. We also have our own 

mechanical horse which we use when it is 

too cold or wet for the children to ride 

outside. At present we have the use of 

three ponies which enables us to provide 

riding lessons for 12 children on a Friday 

afternoon, throughout the year, during term 

time. 

Some of our children come from the 

special needs unit of a local primary school 

and others attend the PACE centre for 

disabled children in Aylesbury. They really 

look forward to their ride each week and 

gain enormous pleasure and benefit from 

the experience of being up on a horse; their 

confidence improves as well as their 

balance and muscle tone. There is often 

noticeable improvement in speech 

development, and the beaming smiles and 

laughter during the activity session each 

week show clearly how much the children 

enjoy themselves – in addition to the 

physical benefits. 

We primarily rely on fundraising and 

donations to cover our expenses such as 

pony hire. Our activity is done on an 

entirely voluntary basis. All the instructors 

and helpers are volunteers and as a rule, 

each rider needs three helpers, one to lead 

the pony and two side walkers. We are 

always looking for more helpers. If you are 

free for a couple of hours on a Friday 

afternoon during term time and you would 

like to help us (no experience with horses 

necessary) then please give me, Mike 

Munday (Chairman), a call on 07775 

774825 or 01296 689136 614900. 

THE Concert last month, on February 11th, was a wonderful 

afternoon. Anna Le Hair brought her friend, Alison Eales, to 

play piano duets and clarinet pieces. 

Mozart, Bliss, Moszkoski, Gade, and Schubert filled the hour 

with glorious sounds! 

And then there was tea and cakes! Yes, a wonderful afternoon. 

 

For the next concert, on 11th March, we are excited to be 

welcoming three highly distinguished musicians to perform for 

us. Kathron Sturrock, pianist, is a founder member and Artistic 

Director of the eminent chamber ensemble The Fibonacci 

Sequence, and a professor at the Royal College of Music; she 

has played as a soloist at the Proms and with the BBC Scottish 

and Concert orchestras. Robert Salter, a violinist who lives in 

Tring, has played a leading role in many orchestras and 

chamber groups, including the English Chamber Orchestra, 

Nash Ensemble and the Guildhall Strings, which he has led 

and directed for its 25 year existence. Ashok Klouda, cellist, is 

a founder and joint Artistic Director of the Highgate 

International Chamber Music Festival, and is a member of the 

Artea string quartet. No stranger to the Wigmore Hall or Radio 

3, he has, like Robert and Kathron, performed all over the 

world. They have an equally electric line up of music for us – 

a single movement trio by Schubert, followed by the mighty A 

minor trio of Tchaikovsky. 

Details of future concerts can be found on the website 

www.piano-and-more.org.uk

Piano – and – More Concerts, St. Peter & St Paul, Tring      by Clive Russell 

Conservation Day at Millhoppers - Saturday 10 March  

Join us for Conservation Day at Millhoppers Pasture Butterfly Reserve, near Wilstone. 

To mark the 50th anniversary of Butterfly Conservation we are holding an open morning at Butterfly 

Conservation’s only dedicated butterfly reserve in Hertfordshire and Middlesex. 

Meet at either 10.30am or 12.00 midday at Wilstone Village Hall (Postcode - HP23 4PE; Grid reference 

SP903142) and walk to the reserve.  

Parking is available either at Wilstone Village Hall, or in the main street nearby. There is no parking at the 

Reserve which is 10 minutes walk. Events on the day will include 

• A guided walk round the reserve 

• Meet the Reserve Wardens and find out about their future plans 

• Hands on opportunities to try some practical conservation experience yourself (optional!) 

• Displays about conservation and habitat management as well as literature for you to take away 

There will be shelter and drinks available, although the nearest toilets are in the village hall 

Some section of the walk may be muddy, so wear boots and suitable outdoor clothes 

Come and join in 

 

by Mike Munday  
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

 Cracking Flags  

March 2018 
 

1st Wales (St. David’s Day) 

2nd Texas 

3rd Florida 

4th R.N.L.I. (Founding Day) 

5th Cornwall (St. Piran’s Day) 

6th Ghana (Independence Day) 

10th Tibet 

11th Mother’s Day 

12th Mauritius 

15th Maine 

17th Ireland (St. Patrick’s Day) 

20th Durham 

21st Namibia 

22nd Arab League 

23rd Marston Court Light  

 Railway (Founding Day) 

25th Maryland 

26th Bangladesh 

29th West Riding of Yorkshire 

30th Happy Easter 

31st U.S. Virgin Islands 

Smiley People 
‘Twas a cold night in Long Marston 

And the stars were shining bright, 

When our councillors were a-meeting, 

Oh, what a happy sight! 

Smiling faces round the table, 

With papers all prepared, 

At 8 o’clock they started, 

And the work they’d done was shared 

With those of us from the villages, 

Who had wanted to be there. 

Hamlet Horrors 
Astrope Lane is in dire straits, 

With water-filled potholes and puddles like lakes. 

A chopped up tree is blocking a ditch, 

But it’s not a water course, so that isn’t a hitch! 

 

Watery Lane is living up to its name, 

With overgrown hedges being cursed. 

But our team have a plan, to refer it to the man 

Known to all as Nick Hollinghurst! 

 

Gubblecote’s post box, which was whipped away last year, 

Should be coming back soon –  

But we know not when or where! 

Cemetery blues 
If you need a defib, it may soon be on the wall, 

You could find one in Long Marston, upon the Victory Hall. 

But if it fails to do the job, and you find your time has come, 

There will be room up at the cemetery, so no need to feel glum! 

Another eighty spaces there will be, up on the verdant hill, 

You can still be near friends and family, 

If you can foot the bill. 

For costs of plots are going up, so you’d better make a plan 

To book yours now (sorry this doesn’t scan!) 
 

Board yet? 
Wilstone’s parish notice board is in really quite a state, 

A quote for a grand to take it in hand 

The councillors didn’t rate. 

The minutes don’t have to be displayed, 

But they must put up the agenda. 

A decision was made, that sum wouldn’t be paid, 

So they’re getting a quote for a mender. 

Please… 
A plea was made for the Village News: 

Its reserves have gotten low. 

Would the council donate some dosh, 

Its great support to show? 

It is a “fantastic publication”, 

The council was agreed, 

But they would need to see a business plan 

Before they could proceed. 
 

Thank you… 
Thanks to the Squires of Wilstone,  

For doing a litter pick. 

Dacorum’s “Love where you live” promotion 

(Not to miss a trick!) 

Is supported by the council, 

Which might even supply your stick! 

… and goodbye! 
The reason for this dodgy verse 

Is that the meeting was brief, 

So I tried to spin it out a bit 

And give some light relief! 
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Malcolm Morgan  (Chairman) 01296 661747 

Liz Ayling   01296 661384 

Doug Chalmers   07885 962818 

Nigel Fox    01296 662922 

Paul Lovis   01442 827193 

John Thirkettle 01296 661825 

Nici Ward   01296 668818 

Martin Winship   01296 662388 

 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Mrs Lucy Bancroft   email:clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

The Villages Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website: 

http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/  

You can view and comment on planning applications at: 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

 have a vacancy for the post of 

Secretary 

The post is voluntary and responsibilities include: preparing 

Agendas, attending meetings and taking Minutes. Can you 

spare a few hours a month to take on this interesting role? 

 

For more information about the vacancy, please contact: 

Chairman Richard Smissen on (01442) 823253 or at 

richard.smissen@btinternet.com

AT THE meeting in January, the Parish Council took the 

decision to increase the Precept. The precept is the amount of 

Council Tax that Dacorum BC Collects on behalf of Tring 

Rural Parish Council and represents TRPC’s main source of 

income for the year. 

 

The increase for 2018-2019, compared to last year is a total 

amount of £9760, or approximately £15 per annum for a 

Band D household. This is mainly as a result of having to 

cover the following: 

 

£2,000 to build up level of general reserves - There 

is a Financial Guideline given to Parish Councils that their 

General Reserves should be approximately 50% of their 

annual expenditure This is to cover their outgoings should 

their funding be reduced or a contingency against future 

unknowns As the level of expenditure has risen over the past 

few years the £2K would get the Reserve back to the 50% 

point. 

 

£3,250 increase in Open Spaces Maintenance for the 

actions identified in Risk Assessment - The annual check on 

all our open spaces ["The H&S Risk Assessment”] identified 

a number of items to be actioned .These range from the tiles 

missing on the lynch gate roof at the Cemetery, the wooden 

bollards on the Wilstone Recreation Ground and in front of 

the Long Marston War Memorial, to the metal projecting 

from the Concrete bollards in front of LMRG. 

 

£1,100 increase due to holiday pay requirements for 

our Clerk and Warden - There is legislation regarding the 

payment of holiday pay to employees. To comply with this 

we have actioned it  which incurs the extra costs 

£1,000 increase for playground maintenance, grass cutting 

and cemetery - The verge cutting was transferred to the 

Parish Council in 2011. Since then costs have increased but 

our grant has stayed the same. The other maintenance items 

also attract more costs so this figure is to balance those 

activities. 

 

£750 for insurance, training, website - With 6 new 

Councillors there has been an increase in training 

requirements. The website needed upgrading and improving 

to allow better communication & the sharing of information 

between Council and Parishioners. 

 

£500 for elections in preparation for 2019 - In 2019 

there has to be a full election for the Council. We have 

decided to accrue the costs over this 2 year period so that the 

money is available when needed. 

 

If you would like to get in touch, please do so via the website, 

Facebook, Twitter or Instagram accounts, call us, write to us 

or better still, come along to a meeting and see how it all 

works. 

A corrected notice from Tring 

Rural Parish Council regarding 

the precept 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
 www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

• For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements 

• Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing, 

fault finding & repair 

• Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair 

• Complete bathroom installations & design 

• No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out 

charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   

 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

HAIR   BY   EMMA 
 
A friendly Hairdresser & Barber with over 
20yrs experience, I'm a mobile hairdresser so 
there's no need for you to leave the house 
 

Call Emma on 07701029803 or  
email emmaprentice0@icloud.com

Find me on Facebook: Hair By Emma 
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Letters to the editor ... 

'From our reporter' 
The editor replies. 
 

Daphne Bateman asked (Village News, February 2018) 

where a report from the Parish Council meeting published in 

Village News came from.  Members of our panel of volunteer 

reporters take it in turns to attend Parish council meetings and 

write the article for Village News. Volunteer reporters are not 

connected with the Parish Council, and we provide this 

regular column as a service to readers. That there is a 

different author each month provides a variety of approaches 

to the task and keeps the column fresh. Village News 

editorial policy is to be impartial and independent and we ask 

reporters to observe this. This does not mean that they cannot 

express an opinion, but any opinions should be clearly 

identifiable as such. The articles that appear in the magazine 

under the banner "From our reporter..." are not in any way 

intended to be a record of the Council meeting. The job of 

our reporter is to select from the evening's proceedings topics 

that they hope will be of interest to readers, and write about 

them in an engaging way. In order to provide background, 

context or continuity it is often helpful to refer to material or 

information that was not part of that Council meeting, and 

that is perfectly acceptable too. We hope that the 'From our 

reporter' column keeps readers in touch with aspects of the 

work of our Parish Council but it is no substitute for 

attending their monthly meetings in person. Meetings are 

open to all and details of date, time and place are published in 

Village News. 

Wilstone Village Hall 
Committee 

Annual General 
Meeting 

Wednesday 16
th
 May 2018 at 8pm 

St Cross Church – Wilstone 
 

Come and join the Wilstone Village Hall Committee and 
help support your community. 
Can you spare a few hours a month?  
 
We have the following voluntary posts: 
Secretary 

Preparing Agendas 
Attending Monthly Meetings 
Minute taking 
 

Booking Secretary 
Taking enquiries by telephone and email 
Booking qualification 
Maintaining the Bookings Diary 
 

For more information about the Committee and these 
vacancies, please call Richard Smissen (Chair) on 
07768802093 or at richard.smissen@btinternet.com

Colin Reedman, Wilstone 
 

In the February edition of the Village News a letter from me 

was published on the subject of Neighbourhood Watch. The 

letter indicated that, at present, there are no co-ordinators 

covering addresses in Long Marston or Puttenham. This was 

based on incorrect information supplied to me by a member 

of the Hertfordshire Neighbourhood Watch Team. Soon after 

the Village News was circulated I received a telephone call 

from a co-ordinator advising me that she was active in the 

area and had been for some time. As a result I contacted the 

area co-ordinater who was able to confirm that there is a total 

of 6 local co-ordinators covering addresses in Long Marston, 

Gubblecote and Puttenham. I can only apologise for the error 

and stress that the co-ordinators are still active. My letter, 

predominantly, was to try and recruit more members to my 

Watch in Wilstone. To date I have not received a single 

telephone call (to 1442 822031) from anyone wishing to join 

which is disappointing. 

Calling all Gardeners 
 

Mentmore Plant Sale 
 

Mentmore Village Green 

Saturday 21st  April 
12 - 4pm 

 
Professional and amateur growers will be 
supplying a wide variety and choice of plants 
and garden paraphernalia. 
 
BBQ, Teas and cakes. a fabulous location 
and an enjoyable day. Contact tel: 07795 
383086 or 07980 828798 
 
Pitches still available for this event please 
contact Jonathan Tel: 07795 383086 or if you 
have any garden plant donations please 
contact Jonathan. 

Neighbourhood watch, continued 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   

Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

ROOFING 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

Local  
General Builder 

Do you need a 
reliable general builder? 

 
Bricklayer by trade,  

but can do many more jobs. 
 

Please call 
 

Darren Paul 
 

Home: 01296 662168 
Mobile: 07581 624008 

PET SITTERS Since 2000 

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE! 
 

We walk feed clean out &  Cuddle. 

Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals 

Registered with NARP 

Call Beverley Cornthwaite 

Tel.no 01442822191   Mob 07967019031 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 
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From the Vicarage by Rev’d  Jane Banister 
CHARITIES find themselves in a difficult situation at the 

moment.  As I write, Oxfam is having to deal with the 

unwonted publicity of revealing that past employees have 

behaved in a completely unacceptable manner.  There has been 

much debate over how charities should ask for money with 

many being criticised for aggressive marketing, that has made 

some donors commit to giving more than they can afford.  I 

have yet to meet people who like being approached by 

“chuggers” on the street, however much we value the charity 

concerned, and many are uncomfortable about how much 

charity CEOs are paid. 

 We want charities to be perfect organisations, that are 

squeaky clean, that only employ those of the highest morals, 

even though we know that no organisation can live up to that.  

There is an important issue about working out how much 

charities should spend on staff and administration, particularly 

as volunteering is no longer a normal part of many people’s 

lives, and paid employees are vital.  No charity can run without 

spending money on administration and we need to 

acknowledge that while still making sure that they are held 

accountable for what they spend.    

 There is also the issue of how businesses and 

organisations and charities deal with revelations about systemic 

problems within their culture.  It is something that different 

churches have had to face, also the police, and currently the 

entertainment industry is also trying to function while many see 

it as dysfunctional. All of this leaves us feeling very 

CELEBRATE 
 

EASTER DAY 

AT ST. CROSS 
 

SUNDAY 1ST APRIL 

10.00AM 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT 

THIS SPECIAL SERVICE 

 

SERVICE FOLLOWED BY REFRESHMENTS 

uncomfortable and very angry, and my fear is that many will 

decide to withdraw their support from charities that on the 

whole, do a great deal of good in a world that so desperately 

needs it.   

 So how do we deal with this?  Because we need to 

respond in a way that helps us move forward, and is 

constructive rather than destructive.   Charitable giving and 

actions should be an essential part of all our lives, and for 

those of us with a Christian faith, it is something that Jesus 

has asked all of us to do.  We cannot remove it from our lives, 

and we have to be honest about what it means to us.  Do we 

only donate to charities that deal with issues that affect our 

lives?  Do we only support local charities?  Are we not 

realistic about how much time and money we can give, and 

this can include giving too little rather than too much? 

 These are questions we all have to ask ourselves and 

we should be truthful about the answers, because truth, or 

lack of it, seems to be at the root of many of these issues.  We 

can all be very good at kidding ourselves that we are doing 

the right thing when it might be the easiest thing, or we can 

justify following the wrong path because others have done it 

before us.  Truth is not always comfortable, but it is like a 

torch – it shows us what we have tried to keep hidden that 

should be revealed, it shows us the right way, and it helps us 

to find what we have lost. 

 The word charity comes from the Latin word 

meaning love, so I hope that all charities are able to carry on 

their work of love and care, and to do so with the light of 

truth shining out.  May it also be a light in our lives as we 

continue our journey through Lent this March. 
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

F.R Jeffery & Son 
 Coal Merchant 

Coal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Kiln Dried Logs,  

 & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances  
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact us on: 01296 661258 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   

Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

MARY RICHARDSON, a much-loved member of our 
congregation at St. Mary’s and a very keen member 
of the Puttenham house Group. 
 
Mary was born on 8

th
May, 1929 in Grays Thurrock, 

the only child of William and Bess Pirrie.  She grew 
up through WW2 and seemingly enjoyed the air raids 
when she was a school as her teacher would read 
Dorothy Sayers books in the shelter! 
 
She obtained her School Certificate (very good in 
Geography, French, Maths, Chemistry and Physics, 
with credits in English Language, English Literature, 
Latin and Art). She later obtained her Higher School 
Certificate in Chemistry, Physics, Botany and 
Zoology.  Upon leaving school, Mary went to work for 
May & Baker (the Chemical company) as an analyst, 
while also studying part-time for a BSc through the 
University of London. 
 
It was while studying that she met Jim Richardson 
and, after marrying in 1956 moved to Horndon on the 
Hill.  They had two children, Joan and Brenda who, 
between them, provided Mary and Jim with six grand-
children, and latterly one great grandchild. 
 
Mary went into teaching in 1967 and taught at her old 
school for 4 years.  In 1972 they moved to 
Cheddington, after which she continued with 
teaching, but working as a supply teacher. 
 
Mary was also very active in the Guiding movement, 
and ran Brownie packs both in Horndon and then in 
Cheddington, taking girls on pack holidays and day 
trips. 
 
While in Cheddington, they maintained a beautiful 
garden, but were more than happy to pass back any 
number of balls that found their way over the fence 
from her neighbour’s children.  It was those children 
who, upon growing up, used to help Mary with the 
more tricky domestic job of changing light bulbs and 
helping with her computer problems. 
 
She learnt to ring church bells later in life and used to 
go on ringing holidays with Jim. She also arranged 
flowers in church for a number of years.  Jim regularly 
maintained the bells at St. Mary’s and between them 
they were our regular bell ringers. 
 
After both Mary and Jim gave up driving, she started 
a new experience of shopping on line for her main 
weekly food, but still taking a bus into town for 
banking and to do “small shopping”.  Jim died in 
2012. 
In later years, Mary decided on a move to Leicester, 

Obituary: Mary Richardson 1929 - 2017 

Teacher, Brownie Guider and Bell Ringer 

 

PALM SUNDAY 

MARCH 25TH 

AT 10.00AM 
 

JOIN THE PROCESSION 

FROM  

WILSTONE VILLAGE 

HALL TO ST. CROSS 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME.  

nearer to one of her daughters and was hoping not to 
have her moving date arrive before she saw St. Mary’s 
finished with it new floor and lighting.  Her wish was 
granted.  She settled well into her new retirement flat in 
Evington and enjoyed the church services there and 
games afternoons, especially playing scrabble in the 
residents’ lounge. 
 
Unfortunately, her time there was sadly cut short, and 
Mary died in November 2017.  Mary’s memorial service 
took place at Puttenham on 12

th
 February this year 

when her and Jim’s ashes were interred in St. Mary’s 
Churchyard.  May they both rest in peace. 
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Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

B&B available 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ”

♦ Furniture & Accessories 

♦ Mirrors & Pictures 

♦ St. Eval Candles & Diffusers 

♦ Gifts & Textiles 
 

We also stock items by local artists,  

including Love Heart horseshoes.

We are your local stockists of Frenchic®  

furniture paint & stencils. We also stock 

vintage & new handles and knobs, every-

thing you need to transform that tired piece 

of furniture. 

 
50 Western Road, Tring. www.nickysharpinteriors.co.uk 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinjkeable@gmail.com
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NOBODY knew how old Old Siegfried actually was. 

There had been an occasional spot of idle speculation, with 

shrewd judgements ranging from late sixties to expecting-a-

telegram-from-the-Queen-any-day-now. But it was all just 

guesswork, based on unreliable evidence such as the wrinkles 

on his face, the “state” of his hair (an apposite term if ever 

there was one) and, to a lesser extent, the memories of some of 

the longer ensconced villagers. An infrequent attempt had been 

made to winkle the information out of Siegfried himself, but 

despite the generous provision of his chosen tipple in the bar of 

the Half Head, or some quite appalling sycophantic flattery, or 

hints as subtle as gently lobbed breezeblocks, his lips had 

remained sealed, at least as far as the looked-for age was 

concerned. Otherwise, he was as opinionated and forthcoming 

– on all occasions – as usual. 

His reticence on the subject of his longevity is easily 

explained. It was not down to any embarrassment or coyness on 

his behalf; no reluctance to admit to his advanced years. Nor 

was it caused by a mind-your-own-business attitude – he had 

never been known to refuse to talk about his favourite subject 

(himself) with anyone who would lend an ear. It was simply 

because Old Siegfried did not, in fact, have much of an idea of 

how old he was either. He had no birth certificate, and precious 

little paperwork relating to any family, whether closely or 

distantly related. He could hardly remember his mother and 

father, save for a vague idea of a large and comforting bosom 

when he was a small tearful boy, and a loud and looming 

presence with a wide leather belt willingly applied when the 

same small boy had transgressed in some way.  He had 

uncertain recollections of horses, and cows, and a very fat pink 

pig, so he thought he was probably born on a farm. There was a 

clear memory of aeroplanes and bombs falling and fire, and 

then a big gap. He had decided that this was all probably 

something to do with what people of his generation always 

referred to as “The War” – as though there had been no others – 

so he estimated his age at somewhere about 80. 

Well, he had thought, that being the case, it would be 

very remiss of him if he failed to take advantage of such a 

significant milestone in his life. So, early in the year, he started 

his campaign. At every opportunity, he would work the 

conversation round to himself (as usual) and then emphasise his 

remarkable resemblance to Methuselah – and give very clear 

hints about what a significant, special birthday this one would 

be. He never actually mentioned a specific number, but with his 

references to “The War”, and the age of some of his “friends”, 

and various other suggestions and pointers, it would have been 

a remarkably dim-witted person who did not grasp exactly the 

age Siegfried was implying for himself. On and on he went, 

hammering home his subtle message, week after week, month 

after month, with typical single-minded ruthlessness. 

And then, a fortnight before the “big day”, he stopped. 

He dropped the subject completely, and made no further 

reference to it. It was all part of his cunning plan of course – 

having drummed the message into all and sundry for months, 

relentlessly and virtually without let-up, he would let them stew 

in it. Give them time to formulate their plans, as he knew they 

surely would. Almost immediately, he found evidence that his 

scheme was working, for suddenly, nobody made any mention 

of his age or his impending significant birthday. There was a 

universal, studied avoidance of the subject. It was so obvious, it 

Old Siegfried’s Birthday Surprise 
A Story of Longub Puttastone 

by Martin Winship 

made Old Siegfried smile, and chuckle to himself over his pint 

in the Half Head. He noticed on several occasions how the 

conversation would stop when he put in an appearance – and he 

knew he had interrupted their secret arrangement-making. 

Once, when he had gone into the village shop for a packet of 

Army and Navy sweets, he had found Prunella Lympe and 

Florence Huckleberry examining birthday cards, but when they 

saw that it was Siegfried who had come in they hastily returned 

the cards to the display rack and made their way quickly out of 

the shop, averting their gaze as they left. 

The days rolled by, and the “big day” crept closer, and 

still no hint was given by anyone of the surprise being prepared 

for Old Siegfried. He marvelled at the unexpected discipline 

that everyone had somehow maintained; not a single person 

had said a word out of place or let the cat out of the bag in any 

way. But then, he philosophised, it was a very important 

occasion, of import to the whole community no doubt. It was 

remarkable how people stood together when they had a good 

reason to do so. 

The “big day” arrived, and to Siegfried’s 

astonishment, he found he had a severe case of the butterflies – 

something he had not experienced since he had been that small, 

tearful boy all those years ago. Nevertheless, he determined to 

carry on as normal. He would show them that he could play the 

close-to-the-chest game as well as the rest of the scheming so-

and-sos. He spent a rather distracted morning on his allotment, 

and had a solitary lunchtime pint in the Half Head. Unusually 

neither Jake nor Thomas put in an appearance, and no one 

knew where Rodney was. He returned to his allotment for the 

afternoon, and tidied his shed considerably more than it had 

been tidied in years. As the light began to fade, he packed up, 

and made his way home. He slowed as he passed the village 

hall; there were a good many cars in the car park, there were 

lights inside the hall, and he fancied he could hear voices and 

the tinkle of the piano. So, he thought; very interesting. Very 

interesting indeed. 

Along the street, he met Alice Ball coming the other 

way, with a shopping bag in each hand. 

“Evening, Aniseed. Where are you off to?” he asked, 

only just managing to suppress a wink. 

“Oh, Siegfried, it’s you. Good evening,” Alice replied. 

“Er, I’m going back to the hall. We, er, that is the Women’s 

Association, we’ve had a sort of bring-and-buy sale, you see. 

And there’s some bits and pieces left over, so I’m going to 

fetch a few.” She made to go on, but hesitated. “Er, perhaps 

you should pop into the hall too. To see if there’s anything of 

use to you. In an hour or so. Yes.” 

“Aye,” replied Siegfried. “I’ll do that then. See you 

later Aniseed.” He walked home, a broad grin on his face. 

He gave himself a good brush-up, and put his best 

jacket on. He even tied his trousers with new string, and made 

an unsuccessful attempt to comb his hair. Then, later than Alice 

had suggested (to allow plenty of time for all the preparations 

to be completed) Siegfried made his way back to the hall. 

Suspiciously, the cars all seemed to have gone, and the hall was 

inevitably quiet and in darkness. He went in, and groped for the 

light switch with his fingers. He found it, and snapped the 

lights on. He stood blinking, unable to believe the sight that 

met his eyes. 

The hall was completely bare and empty. Everyone 

really had forgotten all about his anniversary. It was the biggest 

birthday surprise Old Siegfried had had for many, many years. 
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

Contact Isalie on 07879 068104 
Email: Claire@isalie.co.uk  
Website: www.isalie.co.uk 

All events can be tailored to your personal taste  
by Claire and her team. 

Parties   -   Funeral Hospitality   -   Weddings   -   Cakes  
Christenings   -   Barbecues.  

Local family  
caterers based in 
Tring and  
Berkhamsted. 

Looking for a Window Cleaner? 

 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 

Or go to my website at                            

www.nigelbrowne.co.uk 
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No 118 moderate 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 

. Solution on page 21 

So incredibly easy to make, but so wonderfully 

flamboyant, I thought I would share it with you now.  

There are only three ingredients and no cooking is 

required, why not give it a go – just don’t expect there to 

be any left! 

 

Gingernut Log 

 

Ingredients: 

 1 packet of gingernut biscuits; 

 300ml double cream; 

 150ml liqueur/orange juice 

 

Method: 

1. whip half the cream until it is thick 

2. individually dip the biscuits into the liquid briefly 

and then spread cream over them 

3. arrange on a serving plate and repeat until all 

biscuits have been dipped, covered and stuck 

together to create a biscuit and cream log. 

4. refrigerate overnight 

5. whip remaining cream and cover the ‘log’ before 

refrigerating again until required 

MOTHERS DAY

MARCH 11TH 

 

A SPECIAL  

SERVICE AT ST. 

CROSS 

AT 10.00AM 
 

BRING ALL THE FAMILY TO 

CELEBRATE MOTHERING 

SUNDAY IN WILSTONE 

 

COFFEE WILL BE SERVED AFTER THE 

SERVICE. 

Thanks Mum 

IT’S MARCH, so at some point during the month it will be 

Mothers Day – or Mothering Sunday as my Mum would 

always insist; making the purchase of a correctly addressed 

card somewhat taxing!  No simply popping into a card shop 

and picking up a card, instead my brothers and I would have 

to search high and low to locate the one or two Mothering 

Sunday cards that the shop would hopefully stock.  

Sometimes we would have to visit several shops to locate a 

card and more than once in our adult years, Mum received 

three cards of the same design! 

 

As with so many people, it was my mother who first taught 

me to cook – and my brothers too.  She insisted that we were 

all able to make a roux which she said was the basis of so 

many sauces.  Fortunately, our foodie education didn’t stop 

there, although I must admit that haute cuisine wasn’t Mum’s 

style.  As a war baby herself, she had grown up with food 

shortages and extremely basic ‘meat and two veg’ meals.  

Consequently I remember many a ‘recipe experiment’ during 

the 70’s as we grew up and Mum improved her own cooking 

skills on us. 

 

Dinner parties were very de rigueur at the time and these 

were occasions when the only guinea pig was my Father as so 

many of the recipes were liberally laced with alcohol or 

cream, or more often than not both!  One of these was a 

particular favourite of mine as I grew older, the gingernut log.  

Returning home from teenage forays into local hostelries I 

would open the fridge – and see the leftover remains of this 

dinner party pud, perfect for satisfying my food cravings. 

by Sally Smith 
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Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 

 

● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 

● Stocking home-made and local produce 

● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

Handcrafted Hats—warm and original 
Those of you who have 

been in the shop recently, 

will have noticed some 

gorgeous brightly-coloured 

hats on display.  These 

locally handcrafted hats 

can be made to order with 

colours to suit and are a 

bargain at just £10.  Adult 

and child versions available 

(the adult version being 

beautifully modelled by 

one of our volunteers). 

With the cold winds, rain 

and sleet we’ve been 

having recently, these are surely a must for any outdoor 

pursuits, so grab yourself one and keep cosy. 

Mothering Sunday 11 March 

Neil modelling one of the hats—it suits him! 

Treat your Mum to a lie-in on Mother’s 

Day and buy all you need to cook her a 

fabulous fry-up here at the Shop.  We’ll 

also be stocking some delicious treats 

and a good range of cards plus our 

delicious homemade cakes which are a 

vital ingredient to any successful 

Mothering Sunday. 

Super-cute kid’s hat 

Healthy – Eating 
We have in stock some new 

yoghurt rice cakes for a healthier 

snack option and have extended 

our Amy’s soup range.  In the 

interests of journalistic truth, I 

decided I’d better sample one of 

the new recipes.  The Spanish rice 

and red beans soup was full of 

flavour and ingredients, thick and 

nourishing, more like a stew than 

a soup and just the thing on a cold 

day.  We even provide a heating-

up service for soup-on-the-go.  

Now, what was it Ali was saying 

about some new ice cream 

flavours?! 
New soup recipes 
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No 118 solution  

OUR FEBRURARY meeting was appropriately 

called Flowers for Valentine Day, which was a 

talk by Dr John Noakes. He took us on a tour of 

his splendid garden with slides to illustrate the 

various spring flowers. We saw many different 

varieties of snow drop, including very rare 

plants whose bulbs cost over £100.00 each! 

Winter Aconites, Hellebore and Cyclamen were 

among the other flowers appearing in John's 

garden, many shown peeping through a layer of 

snow. 

 

CELEBRATE 
 

 

EASTER DAY 

AT ST. CROSS 

SUNDAY 1ST APRIL 

10.00AM 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT 

THIS SPECIAL SERVICE 

 

Green Hearts and Very Fast Trains            By Maggy Winship 

Our next meeting, on 13th March is a talk about 

HS2 and it's impact on the Chilterns. This will be 

an informative talk, with plenty of opportunity to 

ask questions at the end, and should be of interest 

to many local people. The evening is open to 

visitors at a cost of £5.00, which includes 

refreshments. 

 

Our first craft group in February was well attended, 

and we enjoyed making a diverse selection of 

Green Hearts, as well as having a very social 

evening. 

 

We have two theatre trips planned, and as the 

weather improves and the mud begins to dry up 

(we hope!), we will take to the footpaths again with 

our walking group. 

 

Anyone wishing to join our group, held at 7.30 on 

the second Tuesday of the month, in the Village 

Hall, will be made very welcome. 

It wouldn’t happen like 

this at Pinewood, Panto 

photos by Peter Myrants 
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

             
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com 
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming,  
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.   

Weekend appointments available.  
Easy walk in, non-slip shower  

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 

 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856. 

The Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Food served 
 

Thursday, Friday 5-9pm   
 

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm  
 

Sunday Lunch served  

12 noon to 4pm 
 

Live music 

 
01296 668368 

www.queensheadlongmarston.com 
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For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Unique reclaimed wood furniture 
We provide clients with unique up-cycled furniture 

- Coffee tables 

- Bedside tables 

- Side tables 

-T.V. units 

- Chests 

And much more! 
 

Web: www.cswjoinery.com 

Email: c.s.w.joinery@gmail.com 

Tel: 07718088212 

NINE members met to share our expectations for 2018, a 

quarter of the way through the second month. We began by 

signing a card for Bill who was in hospital following a fall. 

John opened the discussion by saying that expecting can be 

awaiting, anticipating, concern probability and life itself. 

Martin added that expectations may merely be wishes (or 

fears). 

Ted, like many of our members, is retired and advised 

planning to occupy the week ahead with a variety of 

activities, but to live one day at a time. 

 There was then a long discussion on the merits of 

bus passes. Cycling and other sports could also set targets to 

work towards. 

 Looking outward was the hope to see a resolution to 

the conflict in Korea .Technically the North and South are 

still at war as only a cease fire is in place. There were also 

expectations over Brexit and possible outcomes.  The UK has 

the capability and capacity to do its own thing outside the 

EU. 

 AI, artificial intelligence, was encouraging, and 

David G read out a list of the kind of jobs which will thrive – 

website design, making video games, jobs in streaming and 

renewable energy. 

 But we can also expect problems with pensions, and 

health and social care as life expectancy has increased by ten 

years over the last twenty. 

 Bucket lists also came up during the evening. 

Our Expectations for 2018  by Leslie Barker 

The debate was lively, and discussions 

continued for several minutes after John tried 

bringing the meeting to a close. The tone 

throughout was optimistic, in spite of the 

pessimistic mood and anger displayed in the media over the 

state of Brexit, politics in general and the global situation. 

Like others I have taken to turning the radio off at times. 

 As Christians we can be optimistic as we receive our 

bread daily, and normal life will continue until Jesus returns 

as He Himself says in Matthew chapter 24 verses v37-41. 

 

The next meetings will be on 7 March, and 28 March in Holy 

Week when we shall join in Compline at St.Peter and Paul’s. 

The March meeting will take place at the Half Moon in 

Wilstone, not the Full Moon as advertised for February, at 

7.30pm. All men are welcome and meals will be available. 

The topic will be The Housing Crisis, which Leslie will 

introduce with a brief history of housing and how his family 

gained a foot on the housing ladder. 

really you are shitting on the doorstep of your neighbours and 

other residents. 

Perhaps Tring Rural Parish Council (TRPC) can get involved 

and make this an agenda point for their next meeting or part 

of the Parish Plan?  Parking has been identified a “top issue” 

but this could be broadened to include protecting verges, 

grassed areas etc. 

Preservation of grass verges throughout the parish is an issue 

where TRPC can make a real impact in helping to upkeep and 

improve the look and feel of our Villages which would 

undoubtedly benefit the wider community as a whole, unlike 

some issues/projects which often appear to only benefit a 

limited few or self-interested groups. 

If this issue is outside of TRPC’s remit, then could they 

follow up the matter with the relevant higher Council or 

Highway Authority on behalf of the Parish……if nothing else 

TRPC must agree the current state of some verges is 

appalling, constitutes a safety hazard for pedestrians and 

requiring urgent remedial attention.  Someone must have duty 

to maintain them in a basic safe condition.  The reality is that 

parking isn’t an issue, the real issue is people are selfish and 

lazy, not wanting to walk further than the absolute minimum 

from car to home.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Verge damage 
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Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 
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 The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter     

Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

St. Mary’s  Church – New Service Times 
 

As from Sunday, 4th February, there is now a service EVERY Sunday at 3.30 p.m.  The new 
service programme is, as follows: 
 

1st Sunday  -  Holy Communion BCP + refreshments 
2nd Sunday -  Said Evening Pray BCP 
3rd Sunday  -  Taize 
4th Sunday  -  Choral Evensong BCP + Full Afternoon Tea 
5th Sunday  -  Sunday Worship 
 
St. Mary’s will be open for visitors on each of these Sundays from 10 a.m. until end of service time.  
Welcome to a nice warm church! 

Last Orders  R. for the Puttenham Trust’s  R. 

“SPRING LUNCH” 

Cecilia Hall, Puttenham 
Sunday, 4

th
 March – 12 noon for 12.30 p.m. lunch. 

2-course meal + coffee/mints + charity draw + raffle 
Tickets:  £7.50 – Christine 07514 548289 

Cecilia Tea Rooms 
Friday, 6th April – Cecilia Hall, Puttenham  :  3 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

Full Afternoon Tea - £4.50 per head 
Jut drop in, but booking your seat will greatly help with catering: 

Christine:  07514 548289 
 

JUMBLE SALE 
SATURDAY, 28th APRIL – 2 p.m. – CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM 

 

Jumble may be left at the hall at any time, but waiting for the week prior to the Jumbly would be most 
helpful.  Anything that will fit in a car, but NO videos, please. 

Offers of help for sorting on the week prior, or at the sale, always much appreciated. 
Christine:  07514 548289 

 
 
 

Advance Booking for  P.. 

Badapple Theatre’s P  “AMY JOHNSON” 
 

Thursday, 10
th

 May – 7.30 p.m. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 
Tickets: £12 (£10 cons)/£6 under 16’s : Christine 07514 548289 
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Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Sergeant Adele Hopkin supported by PC Mark Procter 

and PCSO Martin Leadbetter  01707 354192 

 

Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Reports of river flooding  

Environment Agency   0845 988 1188 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   07514 548289 

Brownies 

Rachel Friedli   01442 827577  

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   07759 888 085  

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet  01296 660961 

Churchwarden 

Ken Martin   01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector  Rev'd Huw Bellis   01442 822170 

Churchwarden 

Christine Rutter   07514 548289 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister  01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Malcolm Morgan   01296 661747 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

   Lucy Bancroft     email: tringruralclerk@gmail.com 

Villages Warden 
Colin Reedman   01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann   01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Chris Bowles            chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams   07925 185311 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Tara Thirkettle   07796 965171 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School   01296 668386 

 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke 0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781 

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training 

Mike Ward 01296 668361 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444 

Village News 

Colin Moore 01442 826976 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush 01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 

Jane Waterhouse 01442 826813 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole 01442 828272  

WI 

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you < 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: 
Rob Briant 07802 384151. 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Amanda Russell 

07885 891634 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for items to go in the April 2018 

edition is: Wednesday 21 March. 

The editor will be Colin Davenport. 

You can read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

  Local names and numbers 
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THE Tring Spring Fayre is a 

fortnight of events celebrating 

the arrival of Spring in Tring. 

Saturday 28th April through to 

Saturday 12th May. 

 

The aim is to bring the local 

community together and 

promote well-being through 

healthy outdoor pursuits. 

 

It includes guided nature and 

heritage walks, Tring Job 

Show, the New Moon Ceilidh 

in aid of Emmaus, FOTCH 

Family Fun Day, a Wedding 

Fayre with a difference and a 

Spring Photographic 

Competition plus local sports 

club offers. 

 

The showcase of the fortnight 

is the launch day on Saturday 

28th April 10am – 2pm, on 

Church Square, High Street, 

Tring and features the 

Appreciating Animals Farm 

petting zoo, local charity 

stalls, music from BURP and 

the photo competition launch 

plus Tring Farmers Market. 

 

For more information visit 

www.tringtogether.org.uk or 

look out for the Spring Fayre 

brochure. 

 

 

Saturday 12th May is the 

Tring Together Job Show at 

The Nora Grace Hall, 

Faversham Close, Tring.  

The Job Show is becoming a 

regular feature of the Spring 

Fayre with many people 

hoping to Spring clean their 

careers.   Many local 

exhibitors, a CV clinic and 

useful workshops all for free.  

For more information visit 

www.tringtogether.org.uk 

Celebrating Spring 
by Trish Dowden 
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A Gander at a Goose 
by our man at the bar, Luke B. Hynde-Yew 

THE sight of an enormous goose, two giant dogs, one lady turning into a 

cuckoo clock and another appearing in her bright red bloomers could mean 

only one thing – Panto was back in Long Marston! And this year’s 

eggstravaganza from the inspired typewriter of the incomparable Neil Gurney 

was the all-singing, all-dancing, oh yes it is production of Mother Goose. 

This Mother Goose (who 

bore a striking resemblance to Alan Munt, 

but on a good day), had financial problems, 

owing rent to Squire Suet (a strangely 

northern Chis Hodges) and his son Spotted 

Dick (an even stranger northern Terry Veal). 

Problem solved by the dazzling Fairy Ida 

Down (the serene Serena Williams) and 

assistant Flash (played by the wonderful Pat 

Daniels, W.C. and chain) who donated (i.e. 

dumped) magic goose Pricilla (instantly 

recognisable as Ana Holland), bespoke layer 

of golden eggs. Then the dastardly King Tic 

(the amazingly scary David Severs) and side-kick Toc (the tinkle-headed Sam Watson) 

stepped in and kidnapped various gooses, er, geeses… Despite Mother Goose’s son Silly 

Willy (a brilliant Ian Nicolls) getting confused about his Ting Kic and Side-stick Koc, he 

managed to fall for farmhand Moppit (an oddly Welsh Sally Smith). And his sister Gosling 

(the ravishing Filipa Garrido) caught the eye of Spotted Dick. 

All worked out in the end – Mother Goose married the Squire, Gosling got her hands on 

Spotted Dick, Moppit swept Silly Willy away, King Tic became a convincing cuckoo clock, 

Toc got it wrong, but the whole shenanigans was held together by the songs and dances of the 

scintillating chorus (Aimee Smith, George White, Florence Groom, Zoe Targell, Annabelle 

Groom, Melissa Holland and Mia Stevenson). Oh, and Chester Drawers played himself, 

brilliantly.        All photos by Peter Myrants 

Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 


