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SO said Cllr Morgan during the 4th 

Extraordinary TRPC meeting to finally 

set the parish precept. There was 

standing room only as 35 parishioners 

packed into the CAB along with all the 

councillors, so it was fortunate that it 

only lasted just under an hour. 
 

In brief: no-one volunteered to take over 

the role of chair, so Cllr Griffiths, as 

vice-chair, had to take on the role for this 

meeting, but he made it clear he did not 

want to do it permanently. 
 

Cllr Wheeler-Cornell had produced a set 

of figures for the precept, which Cllr 

Morgan dissected at length. There was 

disagreement about the opening and 

closing figures and the sum left in 

reserve. The main issue however was the 

proposed repayment of £20k off the CAB 

loan, for a saving of £3.33 off a band D 

property’s precept and a reduction in the 

reserve sum to only £5,844. Cllr Morgan 

stated he would vote against paying 

down the loan as he felt the reserve was 

wholly inadequate. Cllr Wheeler-Cornell 

prepared to leave the meeting; Cllr 

Thirkettle stated that if there was no 

benefit to be gained from paying down 

the loan, was that not the central point? 

Cllr Wheeler-Cornell took her seat again. 
 

Cllr Morgan produced a spreadsheet for 

an alternative budget, which included the 

£3.33 reduction but NOT paying down 

any of the loan. Cllr Wheeler-Cornell 

stated that, as her aim had been to reduce 

the parish precept, she would agree to 

this proposal. The vote for this version of 

the precept was unanimous. Hurrah! 
 

The meeting concluded with concerns 

expressed about the sale of The Queen’s 

Head; Fullers brewery have said it is 

being sold as a pub. Just as well, I think 

we all needed a drink after all that 

wrangling… 

 

More about the Parish Council, see pages 

8-11 

“We’ve had so many extra-ordinary meetings 

that they’re not extra-ordinary any more!” 

Toad in a hole and Weasel caught leg before 

wicket, it’s not cricket; it must be the pantomime! 

Full review on back cover.  Top photo by Adam 

Hollier, bottom by Martin Kelly 
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Concerned Berti ponders whether human training 

classes are needed 

Letters page 13 

Come and see what's happening at College Lake this month, page 29 

Photo by Paul Simmons 

Hate Crime? 
Two thirds of the Ashwell family are 

‘devastated’ by the ‘barbaric’ beheading of 

gentle, unassuming Gnorman. 

Full story and shocking picture, page 25 

Photo of Gnorman in happier times by 

Andy Ashwell 
Whether you prefer relaxing in the 

sun or a more active lifestyle, find 

out what’s been happening this year 

at Long Marston Tennis Club on 

page 27 

There’s more 
going on than 

just a good  
pantomime! 

Pantomime trial by jury 

Photo by Adam Hollier 
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IT’S panto season again (oh, yes it is!) and as we boo the 

villains and cheer on our plucky hero it’s worth 

remembering that just because, at long last thanks to the 

magic of the spreadsheet, we have a happy ending and can 

retire to the Queen’s Head to celebrate, the work of the 

Parish Council is not just for budget setting. 

 It’s a subject, from the number of letters, that has 

been of considerable concern to our readers (and let’s 

remember, most of them are also the ‘Parish’ which the 

Councillors have been elected to serve).  There appears, 

from our meeting reports and letters from readers, concerns 

that not all of those elected to a position to make decisions 

on behalf of the people of the whole parish, have properly 

understood what this entails. 

 To serve as a Parish Councillor means just that, to 

serve others and to do what is best for everybody in the 

parish.  Recently, we have heard too often that there is a 

perception some Councillors are acting as suits them best. 

 We should welcome alternative points of view, 

because working together we can make something better 

than we can working in isolation.  Here’s hoping that our 

elected representatives can listen to what the people of the 

whole parish want and work together for everyone’s 

benefit. 

Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us at any of 

the services 
 

1 March 

10am St Cross Imposition of Ashes  

 

5 March 

10am St. Cross Holy Communion 

10am All Saints Sunday Worship 

 

12 March 

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 

10am St Cross Sunday Worship 

10am All Saints Holy Communion 

 
19 March 
10am St. Cross Holy Communion by extension  

10am All Saints Worship for All  

 

26  March 
10am St. Cross Worship for All  

10am All Saints Holy Communion  

3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong 

 
Lent begins on 1st March so Lent Lunches begin on 8th 

March, and as always, all proceeds to Christian Aid: 

Wednesday 8 March - New Mill 

Wednesday 15 March - Corpus Christi 

Wednesday 22 March - Wilstone (in the Village Hall) 

Wednesday 29 March - High Street Baptist Church 

Wednesday 5 April - St P & P (in the church hall) 

Wednesday 12 April - St Martha’s 

Our theme for Lent Groups and Lent films this year is 

aging.  We will be watching Tatie Danielle, Amour, 

Company of Strangers, Up, and Away from Her on Sunday 

evenings in Aldbury Church Chapter House from 5th March. 

Check Tring Team Parish website for more details! 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 

by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! 

The next edition will be for April 2017 and 

the deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 22 March 
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 What’s on... 

 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm  

Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm  

Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings   
Are held at 8pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month  

Wed 1st March at Puttenham village hall 

 

Wednesday 8 March 

My birthday, fun challenge available from the editor 

Tuesday 14 March 

WI Event  

Wednesday 15 March 

Berkhamsted in the Great War, Tring Parish Hall, 8pm 

Friday 17 March 

LMCC Quiz night. Marlins  7.30pm 

Wilstone Film Night, “Fantastic Beasts”, 8pm 

Saturday 18 March 

Tring Cinema, “Finding Dory”, Nora Grace Hall, 3.30pm 

Tring Cinema, “Danish Girl”, Nora Grace Hall, 8.30pm 

Saturday 25 March 

Tennis Club Quiz, Long Marston Victory Hall, 6.30 for 7pm 

Tuesday 28 March 

3 Counties Filling Station, Eaton Bray, 7.30pm 

Friday 7 April 

Wilstone Film Night, “Scully”, 8pm 

Saturday 8 April 

Rennie Grove Concert, St.P & P Tring, 7.30pm 

Saturday 22 April 

Mentmore Plant Sale, Mentmore Village Green, 12 - 4pm 

Saturday 6 May 

Tring Together Job Show 

Friday 12 May 

Biggest Brain Quiz, Nora Grace Hall, Tring, 8pm 

Saturday 13 May 

Quiz night, Tilsworth Village Hall, 7pm for 7.30pm prompt 

Thursday 18 May 

Pitstone Museum, Tring Parish Hall 8pm 

Sunday 18 June 

Future of cricket. Mixed junior match at Marlins  10.30am 

LMCC past & present  2pm 

Wednesday 21 June 

LMCC v Cherwell Legends at Marlins 2pm 

Sunday 25 June  

Wilstone Open Gardens 

LMCC Presidents XI v Mike Dean Select XI.Marlins 1pm 

16-18 July 

Minor Counties. Herts. V Cambs.  Marlins 10.30 

Wednesday 19 July 

Hertfordshire Gardens Trust, High St. Baptist Church, 8pm 

Thursday 3 August 

T20 Unicorns v Sussex x two matches at Marlins 11am 

Sunday 3 September 

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity Cycle Ride 

Wednesday 20 September 

The Railway comes to Tring, High St. Baptist Church, 8pm 

Diary dates... 

 

Wilstone Village Hall Committee 
 

have a vacancy for the post of 

 

Bookings Secretary 
 

Our Bookings Secretary is the first point of contact for 

information about booking the Hall and also for dealing with 

confirmed booking requests. They are responsible for 

keeping the Bookings Diary and for passing relevant 

information to the rest of the Committee. 

 

The post is voluntary but all expenses are reimbursed. For 

more information about the vacancy, please contact: 

Chairman Richard Smissen on (01442) 823253 or at 

richard.smissen@btinternet.com . 

 

We are also looking for new people to join as general 

Committee members. 

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity 
The Army’s National Charity 

 

Cycle Ride 
Event starts: 

Leighton United Football Club 
Stanbridge Road, Tilsworth, LU7 9PL 

(opposite Tilsworth Village Hall) 
 

Sunday 3rd September 
 
 

64 miles start: 8.30-9am   registration:8am 
50 miles start: 9-9.30am   registration:8.30am 
35 miles start: 9.30-10am  registration:9am 
26 miles start: 10am   registration:9am 
 

 
to register please visit: 

www.soldierscharityride.co.uk 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

BEACON INDOOR BOWLS CLUB 
Invitation to new members. 

Why not give it a try 
 

The club is situated in Pitstone's memorial hall 
and is inviting those interested to come along 
on Thursday evenings at 7pm to explore what 
Indoor Bowls is all about. 
 

If you are looking for a sociable and friendly 
evening, then this is where to be. If you've 
never played indoor bowls why not give it a go. 
We will provide the Bowls and guide you 
along. 
 

All you need is the £2 charge for the evening 
and a pair of trainers or similar flat sole shoes.  
Free tea and coffee with biscuits provided. 
 

For Further enquiries please contact Ken 

Tel. 01442 828 525.Mobile. 07958 273 589 

BRIDGE 
NO, not Dixons Gap bridge again but the mind challenging 

card game. 
 

If you are of intermediate standard or above, why not join 
us on the 2nd and 4th Thursday morning of each month at 
the Cheddington bowls club from 9.30am until 12.30pm for 
an enjoyable morning. No joining fee, just £2 per session 
which includes coffee and biscuits and good company. 
 

For more information contact Janet Roff on 01296 

668317 

Half Moon Scrabble Night 
Last Sunday of every month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the last edition of the Village News, we told you about the plan to build on the Wilstone Open Gardens event by providing 

attractions and entertainment in the heart of the village. So we have come up with this ’Open’ theme; the Open Village will in-

clude the closure of Tring Road for the day, to allow safe walking space for visitors, locals and children alike to wander and en-

joy the circus acts, food stalls and other attractions currently being planned, a bit like a street party, which will include various 

musical events both traditional and more modern. 

 

Special events and games are being created for the children of the parish. 

 

The Church and the Community Shop will also be open, offering teas and cakes, and will also provide a book stall and other 

points of interest. 

 

Wilstone Open Gardens  will, as before, be opening around twelve gardens as well as the allotments, 

and will also provide cream teas. And if you do volunteer, don’t worry about missing out on the other village events, as the Open 

Village events run from midday to 9pm, whereas the Open Gardens run from 2pm to 5pm. Gill Glasser is seeking volunteers to 

open their gardens and help generally, and if you would like to participate, please email Gill at glassser@btinternet.com. 

 

Proceeds from the Open Gardens event will be divided between St.Cross and the Parkinson’s Society; with a contribution to the 

Allotments Society to help build an additional well, and proceeds from Open Village events will go to the Village Hall. 

 

If you have any suggestions or would like to help, please email jillmarywalker@btinternet.com  

Wilstone Open Village June 25th 
Wander amongst village gardens & allotments, & enjoy village entertainment 

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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TRING BEAVERS ABLE/DISABLED 
SWIMMING GROUP 

 

Held every Tuesday at Tring Sports Centre 
at 1.15 - 2 pm. 

 

Post operative exercises and swimming.  
 

Come along and join our friendly group. 
Helpers needed. 

 

Contact Carol Laurence on 01442 822695. 

 

Calling all Gardeners... 

Mentmore Village Green 
 

Plant Sale 

Saturday 22nd April 

12 - 4pm 

Professional and amateur growers supplying a wide variety 

and choice of plants and garden paraphernalia. 

BBQ, Teas and cakes. 

A fabulous location and an enjoyable day. 

Contact tel: 07795383086 

Saturday, 18
th

 March 

Matinee Finding Dory  Evening Danish Girl 

Children: £4 

Adults: £6   Adults: £6 

Doors: 3pm   Doors: 8pm 

Film: 3.30pm   Film: 8.30pm 

There will be a cash bar offering wine, beer, a variety 

of soft drinks and freshly made popcorn at all screen-

ings. Tickets are available from our box offices in Tring; 

Beechwood Fine Foods in Frogmore St or Nicky Sharp 

Interiors in Western Rd. Alternatively, you can book 

your tickets online via our website 

www.tringcinema.com 

Venue address: Nora Grace Hall, Faversham Close, 

Tring, Herts, HP23 5 BA. 

 
 
 
 
 

Days out in 2017 
 

Spencer House  -  plus Covent Garden 

Sunday 26th March 

Spencer House is London’s only great 18th Century house to survive 
intact. Built by John, Earl Spencer, an ancestor of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, this stunning house is one of London’s jewels. Tour lasts one 
hour. The afternoon will be spent in Covent Garden 
 

Bombay Sapphire Distillery - plus Winchester 

Sunday 23rd April 

Discover the artistry & heritage behind Bombay Sapphire at their 
state-of-the-art distillery, set astride the banks of the crystal clear 
River Test. Go behind the scenes & discover how they infuse ten 
exotic botanicals from around the world into their gin. Spend the rest 
of the day in the scenic city of Winchester 
 

Aladdin -  Prince Edward Theatre 

Thursday 25th May 

Evening Performance. Following in the footsteps of The Lion King, 
Aladdin is the latest Disney film to earn a West End adaptation, cast-
ing it’s magic over a whole new generation. 
 

Enquiries:  01296 661604 

info@masonscoachhire.co.uk 

www.masonscoachhire.co.uk 
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Join the Bubble Rush! 

Our Bubble Rush is back for 2017 and this year it’s coming to 

Bucks too!   

Open to all the family you can run, walk or dance your way 

through bubble stations as you are blasted by cannons 

blowing out crazy-coloured bubbles, covering you in safe, 

frothy foam.  There are no age restrictions and the 5 km route 

is child friendly. All we ask is that you come and have fun and 

raise what you can in sponsorship for the Hospice. Last year’s 

event raised a staggering £132k for our hospice care! 

Join us on Sunday 30th April at Gadebridge Park, Hemel 

Hempstead or on Sunday 9th July at Lowndes Park, Chesham.  

Register now at stfrancis.org.uk/bubblerush 

 

Film Forum 

Our Film Forum takes place on the first Wednesday of the 

month, showing a Hollywood blockbuster, thought-provoking 

art-house title, or cinema classic. 

Anyone is welcome to come along to the viewing in The 

Spring Centre; you can see the year’s programme of titles by 

visiting www.stfrancis.org.uk/filmforum.  Each month the 

film begins promptly at 7pm and a recommended donation of 

£5 for refreshments is suggested. 

 

Other dates for your Diaries 
Berkhamsted Golf Day – Friday 19th May, Berkhamsted 

Golf Club.  Join us on the fairway for a fun day 

followed by gala dinner and auction! 

The Markyate Plant Sale – Saturday 20th May, from 

10am. 64 High Street, Markyate, AL3 8HZ. 

The Hospice of St Francis Garden Party at Ashridge 

House – Sun 11th June 1-5pm 

Dacorum Steam and Country Fayre – Sunday 9th July, 

Green Croft Parm, Potten End, Near Hemel 

Hempstead. 

Further details at: www.stfrancis.org.uk/events  or call 01442 

869555 

Facebook/TheHospiceofStFrancis  Twitter:hospicstfrancis 

 

One of the patients we’re helping at the moment is 88-year-

old Kathy, who has a progressive lung condition which causes 

severe breathlessness. 

 Kathy, who has been married for 59 years to 91-year-

old Fred, has had a short stay in one of our Hospice beds and 

has now gone to stay in a care home. She has been supported 

at home by the Hospice for a while. One of our carer support 

volunteers has also spent a few hours a week supporting 

Kathy at home so Fred can run errands. 

 Fred said some lovely words about the Hospice 

which we feel humbled to share – “I’m embarrassed by the 

number of pairs of hands that have reached out to help me. I 

feel really held. You stand here for two minutes and someone 

says ‘Can I help you?’ and they mean it. What they’ve done 

for Kathy has been marvellous. There’s so much love here - 

I’m just amazed. I always thought our hospitals were 

wonderful but this is quite different." 

Tring & District Local 

History & Museum Society  
All meetings will be commence at 8 pm 

Visitors will be welcome on payment of £4 per meeting. 

 

Wednesday15th March 2017 

The Devil’s Own in Berkhamsted and villages around, 

Brian and Richard Shepherd 

at Tring Parish Hall (behind the Church of St P & P, High St) 

Brian and Richard Shepherd (father and son) were volunteer 

members of the project team led by Norman Groves to clear, 

survey and map the last remaining practice trenches on 

Berkhamsted Common dug by the Inns of Court Officers 

Training Corps between 1914 and 1918. This was part of the 

Chilterns Commons Project of the Chilterns Conservation 

Board "reconnecting people with their commons". The focus 

will be on the social history of the Great War when 

Berkhamsted became a garrison town, home to 2,500 soldiers 

when its pre-war population was only 7,500. The talk 

illuminates the huge impact on the town and surrounding area 

with a unique collection of contemporary images by James 

Newman, a local professional photographer, and other 

memorabilia. 

 

Thursday 18th May 2017                                    AGM 

Pitstone Museum – what on Earth is that?, Dennis Trebble 

at Tring Parish Hall (behind the Church of St P & P, High St) 

Dennis Trebble is the Secretary of the Pitstone and Ivinghoe 

Museum Society, which runs the museum at the Pitstone 

Heritage Park. This contains a large number of artefacts from 

all aspects of rural life, a 1940s room, engines of all shapes and 

sizes, farm machinery and many other fascinating items, 

including a Lancaster bomber cockpit. Dennis will tell the story 

of how all this came about.   

 

Wednesday 19th July 2017 

The work of the Hertfordshire Gardens Trust, Kate 

Harwood 

at High Street Baptist Church 

The HGT is one of 36 individual county-based gardens trusts 

across England and Wales. Founded in 1991, the Trust 

researches and records our nearly 300 historic gardens, 

publishing the results as books, leaflets and reports. Using this 

information the HGT works with planners, Historic England, 

The Gardens Trust and others to protect these sites, from which 

much of our national and local history can be discovered.  Kate 

Harwood is a former university lecturer in garden history and 

Conservation & Planning Officer of the HGT. She writes and 

lectures across the country and has been involved in work to 

restore Tring Park, Bushey Rose Garden, Hemel Jellicoe Water 

Gardens and others. 

 

Wednesday 20th September 2017 

The Railway comes to Tring, Ian Petticrew 

at High Street Baptist Church 

Why is Tring station so far from Tring? Ian Petticrew is a local 

historian and joint author, with Wendy Austin, of several 

books, including one on this subject. His talk will cover the 

engineers, selection of the route, the Act of Parliament, 

construction contracts, illustrations of the line under 

construction, stations, locomotives and early timetables. 

 

Events 
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  

Timebandits 

If I thought last September’s meeting at Puttenham was 

lengthy, it was NOTHING compared to the marathon slog on 

1st February, which overran the allotted two hours by a further 

one hour and 35 minutes! More on the reason for that, later. 

The meeting was well attended: a full house of eight 

councillors and 20 parishioners, of whom a dedicated 13 

stayed until the bitter end! 
 

In the absence of a new clerk, and lack of volunteers from the 

other councillors, Cllr Thirkettle reluctantly took over the role 

of minute taker. Again. And if, like me, you have been unable 

to find the village website in order to read the minutes and 

agenda, that’s because the previous clerk’s credit card had 

expired and so the website was taken down. A new site is 

under construction, which is good news, so in future they will 

be found there. Meanwhile, they are displayed on the village 

notice boards (if you can read them through the condensation). 
 

Regarding the vacancy for a clerk, Chairman Cllr Morgan said 

that initial discussions with one individual have taken place, 

but the vacancy still exists so the search continues. The closing 

date of 24th February will have passed by the time you read 

this, so there may be an update at the next meeting. 
 

Little Victories 

A presentation was given by Colin Stone and Chris 

Higginbottom about the proposed development of the Victory 

House site next to Wilstone Bridge (Dacorum planning 

application number 4/02833/16/MFA). The current version 

of the application is for eight modest, three-bedroom 

dwellings, in a similar canal-side warehouse style to those at 

Marsworth Wharf. Cllrs Murrell and Griffiths were keen for 

some of the units to be affordable one bedroomed starter 

homes, for locals, although the developer said their research 

indicated that this was not required. There was also public 

comment that the warehouse style was not popular with locals, 

but this was not a unanimous view. Cllr Wheeler-Cornell 

agreed to attend the next planning meeting to request lower 

end of market, cheaper homes, more in keeping with the 

village. 
 

Playtime 

Cllr Thirkettle reported that Dacorum ordered the equipment 

for the recreation grounds on January 12th, earlier than 

expected. Cllr Morgan explained that the procurement process 

had been taken over by Dacorum, as the TRPC was not 

equipped to deal with the health and safety issues surrounding 

play equipment. £40K of the funding had come from the S106 

funds with a further £20k added to it by Dacorum, as long as 

the purchase was before the end of the financial year; this 

money was never in the TRPC’s budget. The council agreed to 

go ahead with the works and to obtain a revised proposal for 

the colour scheme, as red and blue was not popular with the 

adults. Dacorum has also proposed providing skate ramps, 

which both Long Marston and Wilstone have petitioned for, 

although at this stage it is not definite. Cllr Morgan thanked 

Cllr Thirkettle for the “sterling job” he has made in 

progressing this. 

Carry On CABby 

The CAB was in the spotlight again: the meeting was informed 

by a parishioner that the Football Association had informed 

the football club that their facilities had to be improved, hence 

the work undertaken on what is now the CAB. Cllr Morgan 

was asked by the same person, on what grounds he was 

suggesting that the football club should be charged for 

exclusive use of the recreation ground at Long Marston? He 

responded that if the council felt it was not a good suggestion 

then it could veto it, adding that the facilities of the CAB must 

be self-funding, so if the pitch was out of bounds to other users 

why shouldn’t the club be charged for that? A member of the 

keep-fit club stated that the work of the football club in 

keeping the pitch flat and well maintained was appreciated by 

them during the summer, when they also use it. 
 

Cllr Wheeler-Cornell stated that she has sent out the terms and 

conditions applying to the hiring of the CAB, which are to be 

adopted by the council. The WI apparently pay £3.50 per hour 

and the football club £20 per game. She asked for clarification 

regarding charging for the HORTI’s use of water and 

electricity for the Village Show, which the council agreed to 

discuss with the HORTI (Cllrs Thirkettle and Wheeler-Cornell 

will be doing this). 
 

The council were asked whether the TRPC would be providing 

any financial help to resolve the electrical safety works at 

Victory Hall in Long Marston. Cllr Wheeler-Cornell asked 

why the Hall wasn’t paying for the works; Cllr Morgan replied 

that he had seen their figures and that their funds were tight, so 

the Hall committee was asking for either a loan or a grant  in 

order to get the work done sooner rather than later. The 

council agreed to loan the Hall committee £4300 over two 

years. 
 

The TRPC were asked how they identified budget priorities, 

because this last happened with the Parish Plan 13 years ago. 

Cllr Morgan replied that he had an action to draft a Parish 

Profile, and the parishioner stated that she felt that all 

parishioners must be consulted. 
 

A Fistful of Dollars 

As alluded to earlier, February’s TRPC meeting at Puttenham 

was much longer than usual, largely down to attempts to set 

the parish precept. Two extra-ordinary public meetings had 

already been held in order to achieve this - one in December, 

which not all the councillors attended and the last on 23rd 

January, which all councillors did attend and the budget was 

gone through line by line.  
 

Cllr Morgan started by saying that elements of the budget had 

been agreed, but this was immediately disputed by Cllr 

Wheeler-Cornell who stated “the budget’s not agreed until it’s 

agreed”. Both she and Cllr Murrell disputed the minutes from 

the last meeting and refused to sign them off. Cllr Morgan 

stated he had received very little input from the other 

councillors since that meeting, and no requests to amend the 

minutes until now. There followed a discussion about when 

amendments should be made to the minutes and when they go 

from being the clerk’s minutes to the council’s minutes.  
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Mr Richard Briant  01442 825674 

Ms Andrea Garnham  01296 660767 

Mr Chris Griffiths (Vice-Chair) 01296 668257 

Mr Nick Murrell   01296 668190 

Mr John Thirkettle  01296 661825 

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell  01296 662207 

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668977 

Mr Malcolm Morgan   01296 661747 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Vacancy  email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

The Village Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website:  

www.tringruralpc.org.uk is currently unavailable 

You can view and comment on planning applications at: 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

It appears to have been suggested to reduce the parish precept 

by paying down the CAB loan. Cllr Wheeler-Cornell put 

forward two options of paying off different amounts and the 

effects thereof which, it seemed, would reduce the precept by 

about £3 for a band D property. Cllr Morgan asked whether 

there were any financial penalties for doing this. There was 

great discussion and various figures bandied about. 
 

Cllr Morgan, equipped with laptop, printer and projection 

screen, proceeded to display the spreadsheets to all present, 

showing the budget expenditure, having previously been 

through the bank statements “to the penny”. He printed out a 

copy for Cllr Wheeler-Cornell who preferred to work from a 

paper copy. 
 

There then followed much wrangling as the cost of various 

items, and which financial year they related to, was disputed. 

For example, a sum of money had been included to cover the 

full cost of a parish election, in case of another resignation: 

this was approximately £6k. Cllr Wheeler-Cornell stated that 

previously only £1k had been allocated for this each year and 

she felt it wasn’t necessary to budget for the full cost. Cllr 

Morgan stated that if 20 parishioners called for an election, 

the council would not be able to prevent it and the funds 

would have to be found, so he felt it prudent to provide for 

this. 
 

There was discussion about VAT: apparently a VAT return 

was not completed during the last year and so any potential 

rebate could not be relied on as income.  There is some 

uncertainty about reclaiming of VAT on some items of 

expenditure and Cllr Morgan suggested being proactive and 

contacting the VAT man to review the situation: if it has been 

wrongly claimed the accounts for the last 20 years could be 

gone through, which could result in a large bill for the TRPC. 
 

As was reported last August, Cllr Morgan asked the TRPC to 

allocate £20k from its unallocated funds in order to progress 

resolving the flooding problem. At the time, Cllr Wheeler-

Cornell disputed that £20k was available and was unhappy 

about ring-fencing it. There was a debate about where this 

sum had come from, what it was supposed to have been 

allocated to and why it wasn’t shown on the monthly finance 

sheet. At February’s meeting, Cllr Wheeler-Cornell now 

demanded to know where this £20k was, as it was not 

forecast in the end of year reserves and it was needed to pay 

down the CAB loan. Cllr Morgan replied that it had 

obviously been used up on items, and explained that when he 

had suggested ring-fencing it, he was not fully aware of the 

financial position. 
 

Cllr Morgan stated that two objectives of the parish council 

are to spend parishioners’ money wisely and to act prudently. 

He queried by how much it was sensible to pay down the 

CAB loan, in order to maintain a sensible reserve whilst not 

increasing the precept; he wished to avoid potentially having 

to take out another loan for future expenditure because the 

reserve had been used up by paying off this one. Cllr 

Thirkettle expressed the view that the timing of paying down 

the loan at this point was not good, and Cllr Morgan proposed 

not doing it this year. Cllr Wheeler-Cornell sought, and 

received, assurance that paying down the loan would not be 

forgotten. Cllr Morgan suggested a slight increase in the 

precept, to £18600, which would add 35 pence to a band D 

property. 

If you have never attended a parish meeting, I strongly 

recommend that you do. It has to be seen to be believed! 

Deja Vu 

Cllr Morgan then proposed that the precept proposal be 

accepted, which was seconded by Cllr Thirkettle. Cue stony 

silence and tumbleweed. The figures in the spreadsheet were 

queried again, and Cllr Morgan made changes as requested. 

More queries. At 11pm Cllr Morgan reminded his fellow 

councillors that the meeting had overrun by an hour and the 

precept really needed to be agreed; Cllr Wheeler-Cornell 

replied that she would not be rushed. Still more queries. 

Eventually Cllr Morgan insisted a vote was taken. The result: 

two voted for, two abstained and four voted against. Cllr 

Thirkettle asked Cllrs Wheeler-Cornell, Garnham, Murrell 

and Griffiths what changes would have to be made for them 

to accept the proposal; Cllr Wheeler-Cornell replied “I’m 

keeping my own counsel on that”. So, yet another extra-

ordinary meeting must be held. 
 

Cllr Morgan said he must therefore reconsider his position as 

chair and treasurer, and stood down from these roles, 

although he would remain as a councillor. Cllr Thirkettle 

asked for one of the ‘no’ voters to take over the setting of the 

precept; Cllr Wheeler-Cornell agreed to do this. Finally, at 25 

to midnight, the meeting closed. 

Chairman of TRPC 
Mrs. Olli Wheeler-Cornell took over the post of chairman 

from the long-serving Mike Tomlinson. However, Mrs. 

Wheeler-Cornell resigned her post in December last year, and 

her place was taken by Malcolm Morgan. Mr. Morgan re-

signed the post on 1st February. At the time of writing it is not 

known who will pick up the baton. 
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APPOINTMENT OF CLERK/FINANCIAL  

OFFICER TO TRING RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Salary within grade 

(SCP 24        £5,068.26.A.) 

 

Part Time Post (37 hours per month) 

 

IF YOU have a genuine interest in helping the Council 

develop and deliver timely, quality and innovative services to 

the local community and are willing to work towards 

achieving the Local Council Award, this post is ideal. 

 

You will ensure that all legal, statutory, financial and other 

governing provisions relating to the Council are observed, all 

Council meetings are properly administered and decisions 

effectively implemented. That the financial systems, records 

and controls, preparing and monitoring the Council’s 

budgets. 

 

Highly motivated and a good team player, with good IT and 

interpersonal skills, be flexible and able to meet tight 

deadlines. 

 

We offer national based terms and conditions of employment 

for this post, which involves evening meeting attendance, 

and working from home. 

 

Please contact   Olli Wheeler-Cornell by phone for  

application form   01296 662207 

 

On 7th Feb our Parish had a visit from the Mayor, Bob 

McLean, and Mayoress of Dacorum, also Deputy Lieutenant 

Derek Townsend and his wife to have a small tour of local 

businesses organised by Councillor Wheeler Cornell and 

Councillor Garnham. 

Dacorum Mayor Visit 
By Andrea Garnham 

First was a look at CouncIllor Nick Murrell and David 

Murrell’s new milking parlour and breeding unit on their 

farm in Long Marston, shown above. 

 

They then went off to Wilstone to visit Puddingstone 

Distillery, seen below. 

 

Sherry Hostler Cake Artistry, 

Moral Fibre 

Foods and not 

forgetting the tea 

and cakes kindly 

provided by P E 

Mead and Sons 

farm shop, see 

photos left and 

right. 

Photos by 

Andrea 

Garnham 
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Letters to the editor about the Parish Council... 

Parish Council budget impasse 
From Chris Hodges, Long Marston 

ON Monday evening [30 January] I attended the Parish 

Council budget meeting (mainly in order to video the meeting 

for the records).  This was the meeting intended to set the 

budget for the Parish Council expenditure and to 

consequently determine the precept that will be paid by the 

parishioners for the next financial year.  The result of the 

meeting was extraordinary. 

 The council spent the first two hours of the meeting 

considering the proposed budget and "walking through" line 

by line each item of expenditure contained within a 

spreadsheet that had been prepared by the chairman.  While 

few councillors seemed to have a great deal of input to make, 

there seemed to be a consensus on each and every item listed 

on the spreadsheet and progress was good.  However, toward 

the end of the meeting when one would normally expect the 

councillors to finally vote to approve and submit the budget, 

one member announced that she wanted the council to pay 

£20,000 off the controversial loan that the council had taken 

to pay for the CAB (commonly known as the football hut).  

This is despite the fact that the spreadsheet indicated that 

there would be only approx. £14,500 reserves remaining (an 

amount that the chairman informed everyone is the official 

recommended amount for this budget).  There was some 

debate and confusion over the treatment of an expected VAT 

rebate, but fundamentally, unallocated funds were less than 

the amount being proposed.  Bizarrely, the majority of the 

councillors then also indicated that this repayment was their 

wish too.  They then indicated that they would not approve 

the budget unless this payment were agreed.  The chairman 

argued forcefully that on many levels this was not really a 

viable option.  He also pointed out that spending this amount 

to pay down the loan would mean using money that had been 

granted by Solar Farm Fund for the benefit of all 

parishioners*. 

 The result was a stalemate, and no budget could be 

set for the parish.  I cannot understand why the majority of 

the councillors took this position.  The only justification 

given was that it would reduce the precept (by about £3.00).  

It does not make sense and really looked like a deliberate 

attempt to sabotage the chairman's attempts to set a properly 

prepared and justified budget.  The parishioners should really 

know what is taking place here.  The entire meeting is 

recorded on video, but is unfortunately too large to share 

online using YouTube - which would be ideal for all of the 

recordings of council meetings.  However, they are always 

available to anyone who wishes to view them and they are 

proving very useful for those producing the minutes and for 

others reporting on the meetings. 

* Not just one group within one village (Long 

Marston) which is arguably what the CAB is providing - 

income from which is supposed to be paying down this loan. 

WHEN I receive the Village News these days, I always turn 

eagerly to the Letters page to read the latest hilarious episode 

of the Parish Council Sketch.  This entertainment provided in 

recent months by the Parish Council is probably one of the 

most useful contributions that they have made to the locality 

From Martin Winship, Long Marston 

I went along to the Parish Council meeting at the beginning 

of February, held at Puttenham. There was a good public turn 

out, and unusually, all the councillors had found time to at-

tend as well. 

 The meeting rapidly descended into farce. The coun-

cillors (some of them) had already held two extraordinary 

meetings to work out next year’s budget, and set the local 

element of our council tax. But when this item came up on 

the agenda, most of the councillors who still had the power of 

speech seemed to deny all knowledge, or apparently not know 

what year it was, or how to add up or subtract. 

So the budget figures were gone through all over again, and 

agreed – or so it seemed. But when voted on, two were for, 

two abstained, and four voted against. Those voting “no” re-

fused to say why, or even to speak. There was a very unpleas-

ant atmosphere. 

 I do not want to take sides. Indeed, it is abhorrent 

that there is any suggestion of “sides” in a small, close-knit 

community like ours. The councillors should set the standard 

and work together for everyone’s benefit. After all, they have 

all chosen to be councillors, to represent the best interests of 

all the residents of our parish. They should set aside any 

problems they might have with personalities and do their jobs 

to the best of their abilities. 

Mission Accomplished by Parish Councillors!!  
From Kim Fox, Long Marston 

I wish I could report that TRPC had finally found a resolution 

to the flooding, persuaded DBC to deal with the potholes in a 

timely manner, got the play equipment installed, etc, etc, but 

at the February Parish Council Meeting a group of them had 

another mission at the top of their priority list.  It became 

increasingly obvious as the meeting progressed that six of 

them had predetermined to oust Cllr Morgan as Chair and the 

lead responsible for Finance in order to push through their 

own agenda.  Their behaviour throughout the meeting was 

truly appalling. 

 Cllr Morgan was trying to get the 2017-18 budget 

approved but three of the Cllrs, backed by the other three, 

were obstructive and argued every line in the most 

aggressive, rude and discourteous way.  Even when Cllr 

Morgan patiently made the changes they wanted in order to 

get a resolution, they still weren’t satisfied.  Cllr Thirkettle 

appealed to them to explain what their issues were, but they 

would not waver from their resolve to block the budget at any 

cost.  Without their support Cllr Morgan had no option but to 

resign as Chair and Finance lead.  I'd say that was Mission 

Accomplished!!  I applaud Cllr Morgan for remaining calm 

and dignified throughout the nasty exchanges, and Cllr 

Thirkettle for acting as the voice of reason. 

 Do come along to the next Parish Council Meeting 

on Wednesday, 1 March at Cecilia Hall, Puttenham and see 

for yourselves how the Parish Cllrs that we elected to 

represent us operate.  You'll see which Cllrs do the majority 

of the work, those who never volunteer, and the ones who 

rarely voice an opinion on anything.  I've been to many TRPC 

meetings and I can assure you that it won't be dull! 

for many a long year. From Ivor Gregory, Astrope 
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Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

FRIDAY, MARCH 17th 

8pm Friday March 17th.  Doors open 7.15pm  

Wilstone Village Hall.  Licenced bar. 

Tickets £7 from Wilstone Community Shop 

 
 
 

Last film of the season 

APRIL 7
th  

‘SULLY’ 

Subject to availability 
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Read Village News online at: 
 

Please note that Village News is only available at  
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

 

The TRPC site is not currently available 

From Berti, Wilstone 

HELLO readers and all the doggie owners in the villages who 

read our Village News Magazine. 

 I know you are always interested in headline news 

and as to the article in last month’s February publication it 

was sad to hear about the bad habits of grown up adults who 

give us doggies a bad bad name.  The article was well written 

and really pointed out the misbehaviour of adults.  I am of 

course referring to doggies’ mess left strewn on footpaths and 

grass verges etc. in many areas in our lovely villages. 

 Please don't blame us poor defenceless doggies who 

are totally innocent of these dreadful disgusting things as 

most of us have responsible adults who've trained us to go to 

the toilet properly and wait for our owners to pick up our 

mess.  My owners always pick up and like me are really 

annoyed and disgusted when we see doggie mess on 

footpaths and grass verges.  For want of better words "it 

lowers the tone of the area". 

 If we've walked that way, it's quite possible we could 

be accused for something I didn't do.  Take for instance New 

Road in Wilstone, heading up through the gate and along by 

the side of the field where the sheep are kept.  That grass area 

has lately been full of mess and on one particular day my 

owner saw the culprit.  So, we asked if they were going to 

pick up what their doggie had done.  You would not believe 

what this person told us to do and where to go. We were 

shocked.  So rude. 

 Another area where the same thing happens is from 

the entrance of Grange Road up to the walkway onto Rose 

Barn Lane.  Notices have been put up asking dog owners to 

pick up and on one occasion the mess was on the footpath and 

someone circled in with a coloured spray to point out to the 

person responsible that this sort of happening is unacceptable. 

 In last month’s article John wrote about Chapel 

Lane.  Well, in Chapel End Lane every so often there's 

unpicked up doggie mess on the road, as there's no pavement.  

That's bad as well.  Because cars drive over it and spread it 

everywhere.  That can't be good. 

 We doggies know it's dangerous for children, so 

surely adults must know that as well? 

 Writing all this, I still believe our villages have loads 

upon loads of really good dog owners who are very 

responsible for their pets and always do the right thing by 

picking up and using the bins provided for their pets’ waste. 

 Maybe and hopefully this article will prod all the 

naughty dog owners who let all the good doggie people and 

their pets down to mend their bad ways. 

 

Please don't blame us.  We always hmm, do as we are told. 

Letters continued... 

Scoopy Do's         From John Evans, Wilstone 

I AM writing this letter in support of the one from John 

Noakes in the February issue.  Regular readers will recall me 

'banging on' about this subject in previous editions, along 

with other contributors.  Living adjacent to Rosebarn Lane I 

can assure John that signs, bins and attempts at education will 

have little effect.  Some irresponsible owners will actually 

bag up their dog's mess but just drop it on the ground, within 

sight of the bin in Rosebarn Lane, or even on the ground next 

to it.  Grass footpaths, verges and public areas are usually 

more hazardous where owners who choose to ignore the well 

publicised, and very real, health risks, think it doesn't matter.  

Some owners I have challenged have no bags with them and 

obviously had no intention of clearing up after their dog. 

 Many owners put little importance on it and 

arrogantly think it's a 'fuss over nothing'.  This is of course a 

national problem, not just a local one.  Although it is an 

offence I am sure that individuals who bring it to the attention 

of the authorities are the subject of some ridicule when it 

must come well down the list of priorities, compared with far 

more serious crimes and stretched resources.  However, with 

the increase in CCTV cameras and the ability of most people 

to take instant photographs, the only effective deterrent would 

be one or two successful prosecutions that could be reported 

in detail in this magazine, to name and shame. 

 Unfortunately, these offenders give responsible 

owners a bad name, to the extent that any unfamiliar dog 

walkers are automatically viewed with suspicion.  As far as 

education goes, the supposedly insignificant actions of these 

people need to become as socially unacceptable as smoking 

or using a phone when at the wheel. Don't hold your breath! 

(Unless you tread in it of course.) 

 

Saturday 6th May is the Tring Together Job Show.  After last 

year’s resounding success the Job Show returns bigger and 

better: 

• Many local exhibitors 

• a CV clinic and  

• useful workshops 

• all for free! 

 

For more information visit www.tringtogether.org.uk 
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Supported by Wilstone Community Shop 

Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 
 
● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 
● Stocking home-made and local produce 
● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

 

A hot Soup-er new service 

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

Feeling the chill during these cold winter months?  Why not pop along 
to the shop, choose a delicious soup from the shelf and we’ll happily 
warm it up for you and serve it in one of our larger take-away cups.  
We have to add a small (25p) charge to cover the VAT cost associated 
with heat up take-away food, but it’s still very good value and has 
proved popular with regular customers and passing trade alike. For 
those of you who want to try something different, we’ve also increased 
our range of soup for the winter months, including these two new 
Amy’s kitchen recipes, organic lentil vegetable soup and organic 
Spanish rice and red bean soup.  Don’t worry though, we still have 
plenty of  the traditionally popular recipes, including cream of 
mushroom and chicken.  We’re also stocking ‘sweet freedom’ liquid 
chocolate, which I’m told is delicious in porridge or on ice-cream.  All 
our new stock and promotions can be found on the central island. 

Fancy some soup? 

Annual Members Meeting 
Thanks to everyone who turned out 

on a very wet night for the Annual 

Meeting.  The shop continues to 

perform well, with a steady footfall 

and a small profit.  We have to 

balance our commitment to low 

prices with the need to make enough 

money to invest in the business.  For 

this reason, we have introduced a 

slight price increase on some items, 

but we hope you’ll agree that we 

still provide good value.  If you want 

to read the Chair’s report in full, or 

become a shareholder, you can find 

all the relevant information on our 

new website www.wilstone.org.  

Please also see our separate article on becoming a management 

committee member; we have one vacant position we’d love to fill. 

Mother’s Day and Easter 

By the time you read this 

article, Mother’s Day and 

Easter will be fast 

approaching!  The Community 

Shop will be stocking seasonal 

cards and some delicious 

chocolate treats, as well as 

fresh flowers, a selection of 

Easter eggs and many other 

goodies.  If there’s something 

that we don’t stock that you 

would like to see in the shop, 

just ask. We’re your shop. 

Shareholders enjoing a glass 

of wine  
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David Iley 
 

WE would like to thank you for your kind messages and sup-

port that we have received over the last few weeks. 

 

David would have been very Humbled how many people 

attended his Funeral.  

 

We were taking donations instead of Flowers and to date we 

have collected in excess of £600 towards the Teenage Cancer 

Trust 

 

Thank you again 

The Iley's 

Other Letters continued... 

Wilstone Open Gardens road closure? 
From Norris Cole,  Wilstone 

THE last edition of Village news gleefully updated us that 

Wilstone's annual village fete is being replaced this year with 

an Open Gardens event. 

 What I cannot understand is why there should be any 

need to close the main road and then patronise those living in 

the village by asking them to restrict their traffic movements 

on the day. 

 There is sufficient open space around the village to 

accommodate any attractions and stalls without littering the 

main road with them for the day... in short if the annual fete 

did not require road closure then neither should this planned 

event. 

 Contrary to popular belief not everyone is 

enthusiastic about these events and closing roads suggests 

serious delusions of grandeur. 

 

HAIR   BY   EMMA 
 
A friendly Hairdresser & Barber with over 
20yrs experience, I'm a mobile hairdresser so 
there's no need for you to leave the house 
 

Call Emma on 07701029803 or  
email emmaprentice0@icloud.com 

 
Find me on Facebook: Hair By Emma 

Parish plan  From John Noakes, Long Marston 

IT is now several years since the first and only Parish Plan 

was created by a small group of villagers. I had the privilege 

of chairing that Group and I think we developed a set of ideas 

and objectives that improved a number of village facilities. 

We carried this out with widespread consultations with key 

village organisations as well as many individuals. 

 The villages have changed considerably over the 

years. Several amenities have been lost such as the shop, post 

office and a pub in Long Marston. Others are under threat. 

Many young people and their families have moved into the 

Parish and more house building is taking place drawing in 

more people. 

 Newcomers, as well as older residents, I am sure will 

have ideas as to how they would like their villages to develop 

and function over the next few years. Currently they don’t 

have a voice to express their views. 

 I think it is timely to revisit the development of a 

New Parish Plan. While not wishing to get heavily involved 

in its process, I am willing as well I am sure the previous 

participants would be, to discuss with others as to how we 

went about creating the previous Plan. 

 I would be keen to know what level of support there 

would be from villagers for working up a New Plan? 

Half Moon Scrabble Night 
Last Sunday of every month 

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open Monday 9 - 12, Tuesday 9 - 3,  
Thursday 9 - 1.30, Friday 9 - 1.30. 

We have a great team of enthusiastic staff. 
For more information or to arrange a visit contact our 

pre-school leader Maria Adams on 07925 185311 or 
firststepslongmarston@gmail.com 

 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 

every Wednesday during term time 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston. Everyone welcome. 

Contact Tara Thirkettle 07796 965171.  

 
 

Looking for a window cleaner? 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 or go to my  
website at www.tcswindowcleaning.co.uk  

 
   

Contact Isalie on 07879 068104 
Email: Claire@isalie.co.uk  
Website: www.isalie.co.uk 

All events can be tailored to your personal taste  
by Claire and her team. 

Parties   -   Funeral Hospitality   -   Weddings   -   Cakes  
Christenings   -   Barbecues.  

Local family  
caterers based in 
Tring and  
Berkhamsted. 
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Love the shop? Come 

and Join us! by Abby Fermont 

EARLY in February, Wilstone Community Shop held its 

Fourth Annual Members Meeting.  Our Chair, Diana, was 

happy to report that the shop continues to do well; we now 

have 43 volunteers (including six students) and footfall 

remains steady.  Seven of the ten Management Committee 

members were re-elected (two were not up for re-election), 

but we still have space for one more member – could this be 

you?  We would love to have someone new to join our team 

and a fresh perspective is always welcome.  The Management 

committee meets roughly once a month – in the warm and 

friendly atmosphere of the Half Moon.  Our objectives as a 

community shop are: 

• To be, and be perceived to be, a community asset 

that is of benefit and value 

• A place that volunteers love to be involved with 

• A place that shoppers love to use, and  

• To make a profit that may be used for the benefit 

of the community 

and we will continue to hold this mission at the heart of all 

we do. 

 If you don’t feel you have the time to commit to 

becoming a Committee member, how about being a 

shareholder? Shares cost £5 each and each shareholder is 

invited to attend our Annual Meeting and can vote.  Having a 

group of local shareholders, who ask pertinent questions at 

meetings is also vital to maintaining a well-functioning shop. 

 Finally, even with 43 volunteers we could still like 

more!  If you have time to spare during the week then we’d 

love to hear from you, so please get in touch. 

 If you have any questions about joining the 

Management committee or becoming a volunteer, then please 

speak to Diana on 01442 891167 (during shop hours).  

Shareholder forms can be downloaded from 

www.wilstone.org or printed copies are available at the shop. 

 
Hertfordshire 

Chamber 

Orchestra 

 
Saturday 8th 

April - 7:30pm (Doors open at 7:00pm) 

St Peter and St Paul Church, Tring 
 

We are once again privileged and delighted to 

welcome Paul Barritt as director and soloist for 

this 13th concert in aid of Rennie Grove Hospice 

Care. The programme for the evening, which 

starts at 7.30pm, will be: 

Haydn: Symphony No. 98 

Mozart: Rondo for violin and orchestra in 

C major 

Mozart: Adagio for violin and orchestra in 

E major 

Mozart: Symphony No. 41 “Jupiter” 

Tickets for this popular event are only £15 per 

person. A raffle will be held during the evening 

and refreshments will be available during the 

interval. 

Tickets are now on sale and can be purchased 

from the Fundraising Team at 

community@renniegrove.org, on 01442 820723 

or from the main shop in Tring. 

We hope that you will be able to join us at this 

event. 

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY 
(INCLUDING CEREALS & PORRIDGE) 

SUNDAY LUNCH (£7.30 / £9.50) 

 
CHOICE OF 3 MEATS OR MEAT PIE 

VEGETARIAN OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

ALL FOOD IS FRESHLY COOKED 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon -Fri 6:30am til 5pm 

Saturday 7:00am til 3pm 

Sunday 10:00am til 3pm 

THE OLD AIRFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

CHEDDINGTON LANE, LONG MARSTON 

LUNCH SERVED FROM MIDDAY 
A CHOICE OF 3 HOME-COOKED MEALS 

PLUS A WIDE SELECTION OF PUDDINGS 

A WIDE VARIETY OF BAGUETTES, 

SALADS, BURGERS AND WRAPS 

VEGETARIAN / GLUTEN FREE 

MEALS COOKED TO ORDER.  

GROUPS CATERED FOR 
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The Biggest Brain 

Quiz  
 

 

Friday 12th May 2017 8pm  

 

 

 

 

For a fun filled night, get a team together and join our annual 

quiz.   A General Knowledge quiz – have you got what it 

takes to be the Biggest Brain? 

 

£6 per head or £40 for a table of 8 

Nora Grace Hall, Faversham Close, Tring 

 

Cash bar on site and snacks provided 

 

To book tickets email Trish@tringtogether.org.uk 
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Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

  From the Police and Crime Commissioner  
ONLY a month into 2017 and several big landmark moments 

in the PCC calendar have already been reached. 

 My new draft Community Safety and Criminal 

Justice Plan has been approved and is about to be published. 

The plan, which sets the priorities for policing Hertfordshire 

for the next five years, covers a wide range of crime and 

justice matters and is of relevance to everyone in the county.  

 The plan includes proposals to improve the 

experience of victims when going through court, a more 

joined-up approach to scammers who prey on the vulnerable 

and closer relationships with other emergency services, like 

the Fire Service. 

 A key part of the plan is the protection of local 

neighbourhood policing. This is really important for 

Hertfordshire and the basis of the way we protect the county. 

We have managed to keep these units in place when other 

areas of the country have removed their teams. This has been 

done through prudent savings in the Constabulary and by 

using reserves wisely. I’ve managed to do this without raising 

the amount you pay for the police in your council tax for six 

years. 

 However, the government has reduced the amount it 

grants the force, and in addition a delay to a collaborated IT 

project would have delivered significant savings this year. As 

a result, I’ve increased the council tax precept for 2017 – it 

equates to an additional £5 a year for the average household. I 

recognise nobody will want to pay more for their policing 

than they have to, which is why I have always made the force 

look for savings before asking the public. This year, I was 

told by the Chief Constable that the neighbourhood policing 

structure could not be funded through our reserves alone. I’m 

pleased we’ll be able to keep those valuable services which 

the public tell me they value so much.  

 I’m also interested in your thoughts on how we 

oversee our fire service. Currently the service sits under the 

county council, but the government is asking PCCs to 

investigate taking responsibility for the governance of the 

service. I was at a speech recently by the Policing and Fire 

Minister who reminded the PCCs to look at this. 

 We’re at the early stages in Hertfordshire of 

developing a business case to see if this is something which 

would benefit the two services and the people of the county.  

There’s more information about all of these issues at the 

website, www.hertscommissioner.org, where you can find 

links to social media pages too. 

Police report from January 2017 

• Wheel trims were stolen from a vehicle parked on 

Tring Rd, Wilstone.  

• A van was stolen from Tring Rd, Wilstone. 

• Proactive work is still on-going, stopping vehicles for 

traffic offences and intelligence to combat rural crime. 

• PCSO Horsted attended Long Marston School play 

time on January 19.  

• There have been no reported incidents of Anti-Social 

Behaviour in the village during January. 
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

             
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com 
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals. 
 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming,  
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.   

Weekend appointments available.  
Easy walk in, non-slip shower  

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 

 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856. 
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  From the Vicarage                               by Rev’d  Jane Banister 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

I HAD a wonderful conversation recently with someone who 

said how his wife had commentated on how musical he was 

becoming.  When he asked what she meant, her reply was all 

the ooghs, aahs, oughs sounds that he made when sitting 

down and getting up.  Both he and I smiled at this, but all of 

us recognise how this is a sign of getting older.  For me, 

getting older has included increasing visits to the optician and 

dentist, and even more exclamations of “now where did I put 

that?”.  Although to be fair, my ability to lose things has 

always been good. 

 There are lots of platitudes these days such as “age 

is just a number” or “60 is the new 40”, but there are also a 

multitude of products on the market that do all they can to 

persuade us that they are able to reverse or halt the physical 

signs of aging.  Our culture is one that does acknowledge the 

different needs and requirements of an older population, but it 

is also clear that these needs are not being met.  We know 

that society has to change, but we rarely have the difficult 

conversations about what will need to change to 

accommodate people living longer in terms of health care, 

well being, relationships. 

 From the moment of birth, we age, and for the first 

part of our life it is seen as something positive.  Then it 

changes, and it is as if, having spent years trying to get to a 

certain point, we spend the rest of our life trying to stay there, 

and yet we are unable to work out when this optimum 

moment is.  It is a huge part of how we view life and what we 

do.  So because of that, it seemed good to take as our Lent 

theme this year, old age.  I have thought long and hard about 

alternative ways of phrasing that, involving words such as 

maturity, or senior, or silver, but have decided to stick with 

the cold hard truth!   

 On the Tring Team parish website, you will find 

details of the films that we are showing on the Sundays in 

Lent which I hope cover a wide variety of issues such as 

relationships, physical difficulties, and the fact that being old 

does not always make us nicer or better people.  It was 

encouraging when looking for these films to discover just 

how many there are, so I have not gone for some of the more 

obvious or most recent options.  I hope they will engender 

good conversations. 

 The Lent course will also be on this topic, although 

at the time of writing it has not been entirely finished(!), as 

old age is a huge issue for us as a church community.  Not 

only does the issue of aging affect us in terms of pastoral 

care, and practicalities about services and buildings, there is 

also the aspect of our spiritual life.  We speak of heaven, and 

eternity, and of a timeless God, yet how does this relate to our 

lives and our faith?  We read a Bible that gives many 

examples of mature role models, that talks of respect for age 

and wisdom and experience, yet we live in a world that values 

youth and looks.  How do we cope with that dichotomy?   

 This is an opportunity for us to share with each other 

what it is like to be truly human, and it is a chance for us to 

be honest, and to do so in the hope that this will help us to 

understand more of this world and this life that God has given 

to us. 

 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting 

away, our inner self is being renewed day by day 

    2 Corinthians 4:16  

Spring Fayre runs for a fortnight from 22nd April through to 

6th May 2017. 

 

A fortnight of events celebrating the arrival of spring in 

Tring. Our aim is to bring the local community together and 

promote well-being through healthy outdoor pursuits. 

 

It includes guided nature and heritage walks, FOTCH Family 

Fun Day, a Spring Photographic Competition and special 

offers at local sports clubs. 

 

The fortnight starts with the launch day on Saturday 22nd 

April on Church Square, High Street, Tring and features a 

petting zoo, local charity stalls and the photo competition 

launch. 

 

For more information visit www.tringtogether.org.uk or look 

out for the Spring Fayre brochure. 

 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm  Saturday 7:30am to 

1:00pm  Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

Half Moon Scrabble Night 
Last Sunday of every month 
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 

 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinjkeable@gmail.com 

LOGS FOR SALE 
astropelogs.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasoned, dry and split logs. Free local delivery. 
 

Bulk Bag £75.00 (approx. 0.6m3)  
 

Truck load £100.00 (approx. 1.1m3) 

 

Sack of logs £9 (approx. 20kg. Min delivery 10 sacks) 
 

Barrowing & stacking service available, please ask 

for details. 
 

We also provide tree &, hedge cutting services, 

fencing, pressure washing and grass cutting. 

 

Please contact Glenn on 07951 126534 
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Obituary: David Iley 1951-2017 
Ode to a Mackem*   by Jane Shirley 
 
THE youngest of six, born to Mary and Tom, 
You entered this world in the year fifty one. 
Your father, a pit man, was sure in his heart 
That his sons would not follow his life in the dark. 
Unsure in your youth of what life had in store, 
You became best of mates with young David Henshaw. 
After finishing work in the late afternoon, 
You’d have a few drinks in The Grindon saloon. 
Thursday nights you and Dave would pull out all the stops - 
Darts and beer, then some more beer, watch Top of the Pops. 
One night in the pub back in seventy two 
You decided to head south and seek pastures new. 
So you and Dave Henshaw started life near to Tring, 
Found some pubs like The Boot and The Sportsman in Wing. 
Your bike, Nifty Ninety, didn’t roar, went 'phutt phutt', 
But it got you about, was as sweet as a nut. 
Nifty Fifty and Ninety both puttered around - 
The Likely Lads started to cover new ground. 
Out and about in this part of the planet, 
You met two likely lasses - Vanessa and Janet. 
You followed The Black Cats with great loyalty - 
What joy when they triumphed in seventy three! 
That night, drinking to the success of the club, 
You left Nifty Ninety parked inside the pub! 
In seventy five you were wed to Vanessa - 
A plush honeymoon would be sure to impress her - 
No expense spared, five stars at the least, 
You jumped in your car and you headed north east. 
What treat had you planned to make your bride’s day? 
Roker Park in the rain to watch Sunderland play! 
Wilstone became home and soon two bouncing boys 
Were sharing your house, full of laughter and noise. 
In good times and bad music lifted your soul, 
When the going got tough there was still rock ‘n’ roll. 
Dylan, Daltry and Townsend played to you David Iley - 
Hurricane, Pinball Wizard and Baba O’Riley. 
Life was not always easy - sometimes money was tight, 
Work was boring or grueling, a one-sided fight. 
The kindest of men you were always prepared 
To help other people and show that you cared. 
Your family who are now feeling so sad, 
Will miss a great father, a cracking grandad. 
When Illness came calling you saw, looking forwards, 
That your days would be short, life was ringing last orders. 
Last Sunday you would have turned sixty six butM 
Fate had called time and the doors were pulled shut. 
You’ve passed through this world, reached the end of the line 
andM 
Somewhere out there you still shine - you’re a diamond.  
 
(*Mackem: an inhabitant of Sunderland.) 

Dave Iley (left) with his friend 'Little Dave' Henshaw at the 

Pack Horse, Wendover, in 2005. 

No 109 Moderate 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 

.                                       Solution on page 33 

Half Moon Scrabble Night 
Last Sunday of every month 

 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm  Saturday 7:30am to 

1:00pm  Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 
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Over 25 years of joinery  

and carpentry experience. 
Home consultation and competitive rates. 

 

Skells Joinery 
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry 

6 Ravens Court 
Long Marston 
HP23 4AN 

Paul Skells 
Tel: 07740 997885 

paul.skells@btinternet.com  

 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

 
 

Local  
General Builder  

 

Do you need a 
reliable general builder? 

 
Bricklayer by trade,  

but can do many more jobs. 
 

Please call 
 

Darren Paul 
 

 Home: 01296 662168 
Mobile: 07581 624008 

BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

ROOFING 
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Village Wines 8 Miswell Lane, Tring. 

An independent quality wine merchant 
 

These excellent wines are on offer to readers this month. 
Campo Viejo Rioja Gran Reserva (!) was £15.99, now £13.99. 
Campo Viejo Reserva 2009 discounted from £10.99 to £8.99. 

Belvini Pinot Grigio Blush, usually £5.99, to readers only £4.30. 
Cono Sur Pinot Noir (Chile)  reduced from £9.99 to £7.99. 

Oxford Landing Sauvignon Blanc, usually £7.99, now £5.99. 
Mâcon-Lugny Vin de Bourgogne usually £13.99, to you £11.99. 

And something different: WKD Original Blue, 70cl, £1 off at £2.30. 
 

We have a great selection of birthday gift items too: malt whisky, exotic rum, grand gin. 
 

 Open 7 days. Mon to Thur: 2.30pm-10.30pm. Fri and Sat:  
12.30 - 11pm. Sunday 12.30 - 10.30pm . Tel: 01442 827117.  
Bring this ad to get these prices. While stocks last. Offers end 30 April 2017. 

WHEN we moved into our house ten years ago, a large 
fridge-freezer and a dishwasher were included in the 
price; mainly because the vendors were out of the 
country at the time and unable to do anything profitable 
with them. Never being one to look a gift-horse in the 
mouth I accepted their “generous” offer and got them to 
add in their decent garden furniture, pristine barbecue 
set, and stash of shiny, posh gardening tools.  
In amongst all the quality stuff in the shed was plenty of 
tat, including a rather sad-looking concrete gnome. 
Gnorman, as he became known, was not to everyone’s 
taste. In fact, he only managed to survive the skip on a 
1½ : 1 vote because Florence, who was 10-months old 
at the time, took a strange liking to him. The proviso 
was that he should either remain hidden in the shed or 
be secreted at the far end of the garden, as much out of 
view as possible. 

So Gnorman remained, by the skin of his 
concrete teeth. I used to move him around the garden 
every now and again to see how close to the house I 
could get him (and for how long) without upsetting our 
resident gnomophobe (not to be confused with 
nomophobe, a person afraid of being without their 
phone).  
Sadly, Gnorman fell over just before Christmas and is 
now sitting forlornly by our bins – ironically, in full view 
of any visitors – waiting to be taken away to that special 
place in Aston Clinton. To give him his due, though, he 
did last a darn-sight longer than either the fridge or the 
dishwasher, both of which conked out only a few 
months after we moved in. Admittedly Gnorman didn’t 
have to do much to outlive them, other than to avoid 
falling over, and quite how a 30kg concrete gnome 
managed to fall over and smash his head on a soft 
flowerbed, still eludes me and makes me suspect that a 
minor bit of foul-play from within might be to blame. 
Now, I’m not pointing any fingers at anyone in 
particular, but I’d just like to make it clear that, in our 
family, neither Florence nor I are gnomophobes. Just 
saying. 

However, let’s not allow a petty gnome-related 
domestic mystery distract us from a more challenging 
puzzle – the stacking of our new dishwasher. They say 
that one of the things to do to reduce the chances of 
dementia later in life is to keep your brain active. Forget 
Sudoku, crosswords, dingbats, gogen and the rest of 
them, because stacking a dishwasher in the most 
efficient way possible, can make all those puzzles seem 
like walks in the park. 

Stacking a dishwasher? I hear you ask. Yes, a 
dishwasher. The dishwasher-challenge, like putting the 
bins out, can become a bit of an obsession for people of 
a certain age – and that, embarrassingly, includes me. 
Not only does it work the grey matter, it (sometimes) 
results in getting the washing-up done too. Basically, 
the challenge is to get as much into the dishwasher as 
possible. Now, it doesn’t matter how long this takes, just 
as long as it is stacked properly and in such a way that 
everything gets washed properly. Ideally, there should 
be nothing left out and no room for any more left in. 

Gnome from Gnome         by Andy Ashwell 

As a time-saving device, I’m not sure that it is 
any more. In fact, sometimes I reckon it takes me longer 
to stack everything into it than it would have taken me to 
wash it by hand. Occasionally, for a laugh, and to add 
an extra dimension to the “fun”, I challenge another 
member of the household to have a go first. Then, 
without tutting or smirking (too much) at their 
incompetence, I will proceed to add all the remaining 
items into the gaping voids left in their, so-called, “full” 
machine. 

I have to be careful not to overstep the mark too 
often here as I don’t want Doris (the dishwasher) to 
meet the same grizzly fate as Gnorman. I have this 
feeling that, just because Doris is securely bolted-down 
beneath one of the kitchen units doesn’t necessarily 
mean that she too won’t “accidentally” fall over and 
break herself mysteriously, just like Gnorman did.  

The remains of Gnorman, photo by Andy Ashwell 
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APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 
01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

 

Problem with your windows? 

  
- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Call 07875 534780 for more details. 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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The year that has been by Lee Nash 

We played all our usual internal tournaments – 
two one-day events of different formats and 
the full set of Men’s and Women’s singles and 
doubles and Mixed Doubles – and were lucky 
with the weather when it mattered.  All the 
Summer Tournament titles were hard-fought 
so audiences were treated to some fine tennis 
on a couple of very pleasant weekends.  Lisa 
won the Ladies title, beating Jackie 2 sets to 1, 
and Lisa and Becky Stanley (who is now 
officially a coach - congratulations Becky! ) 
won the doubles.  Terry Fitt beat his good 
friend and regular opponent Dave Milburn to 
take the Men’s singles, and Terry and Geoff 
Graveson won the doubles.  The closest 
match though was the Mixed doubles where 
mother and son team Angie and Tom Hodges 
narrowly took the trophy from Margaret 
Kelland and Terry Fitt.  The scores show how 
close it was: 7-5,  tiebreak, 7-5 , but if I tell you 
that Tom and Angie were actually 5-2 down in 
the first set at one point, you will get a better 
idea of how exciting it was to be there. 

IT’S been almost a year since I last reported on goings on at the club, but absence of 
evidence is not evidence of absence and in fact things have continued to happen even 
though I haven’t been writing about them ...  until now, that is. 

 Younger members inevitably grow up and sometimes leave the 
area (though often continuing to play tennis elsewhere). However, 
thanks to a successful Open Day, our membership numbers have been 
maintained by the addition of new adult members, most of whom have 
become regulars at club morning and other events.  The Committee 
membership too is evolving – Jane Dean led us with great commitment 
and success for 10 years but this month decided to stand down as 
Chairman and hand on the torch.  Our new leader is Martyn Anwyl, a 
popular choice.  During the course of the year Margaret Kelland had 
completed the handover of her duties as Secretary to her successor, 
Jackie Anwyl, and became our Vice-Chairman, a post vacated after 
many years by Caroline Burmaster, who will be known to many readers.  
Lisa Fountaine is our newest Committee member, and if you read to the 
end of this article, you will understand what a presence she already is in 
the club.  Financially, we slightly improved our position during the year 
and are beginning to look ahead to future needed investment, for 
example in replacing our court fencing. 
 This year for the first time we are fielding two Mixed teams in the 
Aylesbury & District Winter League, the new first team being captained 
by Lisa.  The rules require a new team to start at the bottom and work 
up: a few matches remain to be played but at this point the new team is 
at the top of Division 6 so with only modest luck will be in Division 5 next 
winter... en route to Division 1 by 2021?  Watch this space.  Richard 
Adams’ Men’s 2 is also in pole position in its division so looking at the 
possibility of promotion – though I am not saying yet that we think it is all 
over. 

Becky Stanley and Lisa Fountaine hold the 

Ladies Double Cup 2016 

The four players in the Men’s Doubles; from left Geoff Graveson, Dave 

The club really feels thriving, and we are all looking forward to drier, 
warmer and longer days to come.  Most key dates for 2017 have 
been set, and we hope to run an additional small event to help the 
Cricket Club celebrate their 150

th
 Anniversary in June.  Meanwhile, 

preparation for our annual Quiz night in March is underway to be 
followed in April by Open Day 2017 – expect a reminder in these 
pages! 

Meanwhile, check out our webpage 
www.longmarstontennisclub.co.uk where you 
will find information and contacts.  
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

 

Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial  
& Industrial 

 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 
No job too small 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

 
 

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 
 

For all your domestic Plumbing, Gas & Heating  

requirements 
 

Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades,  

servicing & repair 

 

No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ 

No call out charge 
 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527-900028   

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk    

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks 
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THIS time of year is an exciting time at College Lake with 

the first signs of spring starting to show. Flowers such as 

snowdrops and primroses are already popping up; buds on 

many trees are beginning to swell and species such as hazel 

are already adorned with hundreds of catkins; birds including 

skylarks, bullfinches and dunnocks may often be heard 

breaking into song as they get ready for the approaching 

breeding season. 

 For those of us working out on the reserve this 

means it is our last chance to get winter work completed as 

once we reach spring we cease to cut back any vegetation due 

to the disturbance this would cause to breeding wildlife. 

 Recently at College Lake we have been finishing off 

winter tasks such as coppicing, and as you approach the 

Tump Hide you may notice an area of trees that has been 

cleared. This is where hazel has been coppiced. It will be 

allowed to regenerate and will eventually provide poles that 

we can use for various purposes including hedgelaying. This 

type of management also helps wildlife by creating a more 

varied structure with trees of different ages. A different area 

will be coppiced each year. 

 There is a lovely new screening fence along the path 

to the Octagon hide. This needed to be completed before 

birds such as redshank and lapwing return to breed on the 

marsh habitat so that we can be sure they will not get 

disturbed by visitors entering the hide. 

 Another exciting development around that part of 

the site is that we have re-opened the Lower Path that 

continues along the edge of the lake beyond the Octagon. 

Thanks to a fairly dry winter the path has not flooded as it did 

last year. Take a walk along the Lower path and watch out for 

tufted duck, pochard and maybe a little grebe sheltering along 

the edge of the lake. 

What’s going on at College Lake?         By Leo Keedy  

In aid of: 

ABF The Soldiers’ Charity 
The Army’s National Charity 

 

Quiz Night 
 

Tilsworth Village Hall 
Stanbridge Road, Tilsworth, LU7 9PN 

 

Saturday 13th May 
Please arrive 7pm for 7.30pm start 

 
 

Tickets £10 will include light supper 
Feel free to bring own drinks and nibbles 

Teams of 4-6 
 

Please call Jacqui on 07941 107699 
email jssp1967@gmail.com 

to register your team 

 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm  Saturday 7:30am to 

1:00pm  Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

Friends from the river bank you won’t see at College Lake 

Panto photo by Adam Hollier 
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For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

 

 
 

Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

B&B available 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ” 
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The Village News team needs a volunteer 

Reporter 
to join our panel of volunteer reporters who write the Parish 
Council News articles each month. If you are interested in 
local issues here is an opportunity to share your interest with 
readers. Our volunteers take it in turns to attend the monthly 
Parish Council meetings and write these reports. Each re-
porter attends up to four meetings per year, the schedule 
being agreed in advance. Full briefing is given.  
If you can help us provide this service to readers please call 

Phil Buchi on 01296 661339. 

Rumble in the Jumble  A Story of Longub Puttastone               by Martin Winship 

JAKE Sparhawk was up his ladder, which was leaning 
precariously against a telegraph pole, when a boy-racer 
sped past in his smoky hot-hatch, the horn blaring 
‘Colonel Bogey.’ Jake, who had been deep in his happy 
reverie, wobbled alarmingly and only saved himself 
from a tumble by grabbing the pole and hugging it for 
dear life. After a few moments, he slowly relaxed his 
grip, and muttered something which was excusable, 
even if it was really quite unsuitable for a man of his 
standing in the community. He examined the notice he 
had just finished attaching to the pole, and gave it a 
final adjustment before descending and loading the 
ladder onto his roof rack. He enjoyed his yearly task of 
putting up the adverts for the village jumble sale. It was 
a popular event, and regularly raised a tidy sum for 
various local causes. Jake did not relish his next jumble 
sale related job though, for he was part of the gang 
which erected the marquee, alongside the village hall, 
to provide much needed extra space. 

He and the others – Old Siegfried, Thomas 
Crab, and Rodney Shoemaker – had done the deed 
year after year, come rain or shine, and contrary to 
expectations, found the task no easier with the passage 
of time. Indeed, it was actually proving to be more of a 
challenge as the years rolled past. Apart from the fact 
that Rodney was the youngest of the team by a long 
chalk – and he was not exactly a teenager – the 
marquee was developing a mind of its own. It regularly 
hid vital parts of its structure; essential joints for the 
poles, important pegs and bungees and so on. Then 
again, the poles themselves seemed to grow and shrink 
and stubbornly refuse to fit, and as for the heavy duty 
canvas cover, well, it lived up to its name, and definitely 
put on weight from one airing to the next. 

On the day before the sale, the team gathered, 
and manfully set to work, and immediately, the other 
major obstacle to putting up the marquee became 
apparent; four Chiefs and no Indians. They each knew, 
with absolute certainty and clarity, what the proper 
procedure should be; unfortunately there were four 
quite distinct and mutually exclusive versions of said 
procedure. Somehow, against all the odds, the marquee 
started to take shape. Mind you, it was probably not the 
shape intended – not at first anyway. But eventually, 
after a couple of partial collapses, and a narrowly 
avoided outbreak of violence when tempers became 
heated, the job was done, and the exhausted but 
triumphant team made a bee-line for the bar of the Half 
Head pub. 

*** 
 

Donations had been collected for weeks beforehand 
(carefully stored and guarded against predation by Old 
Siegfried) and when the hall and marquee opened for 
business the tables were piled high with an eclectic 
range of goods. From the start, trade was brisk and 
enthusiastic. The Lympes were amongst the first 
customers to arrive, and while Prunella sifted through a 
promising box of jewellery, her husband narrowly beat 
Thomas Crab to a job-lot of fermenting vessels and 

glass demijohns – all at a knock-down price. He little 
realised he was buying back his own equipment, which 
Prunella had – rather sneakily – donated just the week 
before. Ben Winchester’s young wife stepped in to block 
his attempts to buy an exercise bike. The surgical 
strapping had only recently been removed once more 
so it was probably a wise move. Meanwhile Rodney 
was poking about on the book table, when he came 
across an old framed map of Longub Puttastone. The 
frame was not much good, but the map looked 
intriguing, so he paid his 20p and took it home to 
scrutinise. 

The hall was bustling with a jolly crowd by now, 
but all activity stopped dead as the strident notes of 
foot-tapping dance music filled the room. An ancient 
valve radio had been given to the jumble sale, and 
consigned to the White Elephant stall. Jake, the eternal 
fiddler, fettler and fixer, had lived up to his reputation 
and brought the old carcass back to life. The first to 
recover was Old Siegfried, who sidled up to Alice Ball 
and roguishly suggested a fox-trot, with a disgraceful 
wink. But Alice smartly escaped through the closely-
hanging ladies dresses, and sought refuge in the 
kitchen. One of the tea ladies – a relative newcomer – 
noticed Siegfried who was now examining every men’s 
jacket and coat with great care and attention. “There’s a 
very choosey sort of fellow,” she commented to 
Florence Huckleberry who was in charge of buns. 
Florence glanced across at Siegfried. “Not really,” she 
said. “He’s looking for money in the pockets.” The day 
wore on, the villagers came and went, the piles of 
jumble shrank, as did the supplies of cakes and buns. 
The cash tins filled. By the close of business the 
organisers were delighted to find that they had virtually 
sold out, and their first estimates suggested record 
takings. 

Leaving the hall, Alice bumped into Siegfried 
again. It was his custom to avail himself of a “new 
wardrobe” at the annual jumble sale, but Alice cast a 
critical eye over him, and said “Did you decide not to get 
yourself anything new this year then?” Siegfried looked 
down at his miss-matched assortment of very scruffy 
and tatty garments; elbows through on the jacket, 
trousers tied with string at the waist and knees, jumper 
full of holes. “What do you mean, Aniseed?” he asked 
her, a bit miffed. “This is all new clobber!” Alice glanced 
towards the heavens, and made her way home.  
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 The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter     

Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

St. Mary’s Church, Puttenham 
THE UPGRADE WORK CONTINUES  … 

We are pleased to report that the work to St. Mary’s is coming along very satisfactorily.  As 

reported last month, not only is the floor base down, but we now have the under-floor 

heating pipes installed and the final screed is partially down.  By the time the magazine 

reaches delivery, all this work should be completed and left ready for the tile base and tiles.   

The manifold for the air-source heating has also been fitted.  However, a minor delay and 

some excitement came about as, while digging deeper in the corner for the inlet pipe etc. a 

stone coffin made its appearance.  Our archaeological man was summoned and this item 

was photographed and recorded.   Due to the fact that there was no lid on the coffin and the 

coffin was filled with just earth, it was decided that it should remain in the place it has lain 

for generations and the floor replaced over it.  Because of its position, the manifold has now 

moved its siting in the corner from one wall to the other. 

We had a test-run with the new lights, a baronial style chandelier on a similar style as in 

Cecilia Hall and, this having been approved, the rest of the lights were ordered and have 

now arrived. 

Our contractors also hope that before long the lower walls will be plastered and ready for 

decorating once the plaster has dried. 

St. Mary’s is well on the way to becoming our church again.  

Our church services continue, as of recent time, in Cecilia Hall – 8.15 a.m. 

HC and 3.30 p.m. Evensing + Tea.  If you haven’t yet come to our “temporary 

church”, do come along and try it out. 

-oOo- 

Funding the Works:    It is a vast project incorporating a shallow floor excavation, 

building up the new floor level to come level with existing door step, with all the necessary 

compounds to be installed together with under-floor heating pipes (for the benefit of the 

church fabric), the new  floor tiles, the installation of the air/water source heating ,re-

decoration, new lighting and heating (for the congregation to feel comfortable) carpentry 

work etc. and the reinstatement of the pews, pulpit and font.   

If you have not already done so, and feel moved to help financially towards the project, we 

shall still be most grateful for donations as funding is quite tight and does not allow for 

over-spend. We have applied for various grants, and this is still on-going but, as the Tesco 

slogan says, “Every little helps”. 

Donations may be made to “The Friends of Puttenham Church” or directly into the bank 

account. Please contact Christine Rutter for details: 01296 668337, “Astrope Folly, 

Puttenham, HP23 4PN.  If you are able Gift Aid your donation, then this is an added bonus. 
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Reader offer: present this  
magazine for wine discounts. 
Turn to page 25 to see the special offers 

from Village Wines of Tring. Readers also 
qualify for an extra offer with every order. 

Pattern of worship       by Leslie Barker 

THE Men’s Society at St Peter & St Paul’s concludes each 

meeting with the Night Prayer  which includes reciting the 

following; 

 Most merciful God, 

 we confess to you, 

 before the whole company of heaven 

 and one another, 

 that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 

 and in what we have failed to do. 

 

John opened the meeting by asking who had read February’s 

Comment which contained a number of very good articles, 

especially Sarah Eynstone’s  personal reflection on Psalm 

139. 

 Martin then opened the discussion with a long list 

covering formal and informal worship, and the significance of 

where we worship, and whether it is corporately or alone. 

However, the discussion boiled down to a critique of all the 

services in the Tring Team Churches, with many bewailing 

the loss of choirs, Matins and Evensong, the singing of 

psalms, the Sunday School and the small number of young 

adults. 

 While it was appreciated that services should be 

relevant to the contemporary world, most would prefer a 

return to the ‘good old days’. It was acknowledged that some 

churches are more successful than others, and an example 

was given comparing an Anglican Church elsewhere with a 

livelier Baptist church across the road. 

 Clive R declared the problem ‘imponderable’ and 

the meeting ended on a more positive note. We looked 

forward to the Psalms workshop as part of our Education 

series, which will have taken place by the time you read this, 

and also discussed a possible topic for a future meeting: 

Islam. John shared an encounter he had had with Islam 

 ‘On boarding a bus… the driver alighted before 

departure and returned to the bus clutching a large sheet of 

cardboard. On alighting…the driver explained that the 

cardboard was for use as his prayer mat and added the words 

"If we forget God then God forgets us." I responded by 

saying. “My teaching is in total contrast in as much that my 

understanding is that God always seeks his lost sheep." A 

totally amicable chance conversation.’ 

No 109 solution  Cracking Flags March 2017 
 

 1st  Wales (St. David’s day) 

 2nd  Texas 

 5th  Cornwall (St. Piran’s day) 

 11th  Canberra 

 12th  Mauritius 

 13th  Commonwealth 

 17th  Ireland (St. Patrick’s day) 

 21st  Namibia 

 26th  Bangladesh 

 29th  West Riding of Yorkshire 

 31st  U.S. Virgin Islands 
A bit Ratty you got the sudoku wrong? 

Pantomime photo by Adam Hollier 
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  Local names and numbers 

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Reports of river flooding  

Environment Agency                     0845 988 1188 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

Brownies 

Rachel Friedli   01442 827577  

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Beavers 

Sarah Hodgson   01442 823787 

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   01442 827410 

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet          01296 660961 

Churchwarden 

Ken Martin                                    01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector  Rev'd Huw Bellis                01442 822170 

Churchwardens 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

John Barron   01296 631351 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister           01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Vacant   see numbers page 9 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

   Vacancy  email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

Villages Warden 
Colin Reedman                         01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann                    01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Paul Dumpleton    01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Emma Lynch   07870 729950 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Tara Thirkettle                          07796 965171 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School                  01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke                                  0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call:   01923 771781 

Pet Dog Training 
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training 

Claudine Cox                               01296 668752 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge                             01442 891444 

Village News 

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush                                     01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 

Jane Waterhouse                           01442 826813 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole  01442 828272  

WI 

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you ? 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: 
Rob Briant 07802 384151. 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,  
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,  
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Heather White  

01442 827286  

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

 

Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for items to go in the March 2017 

edition is:  

Wednesday 22 March 2017.  

The editor is Toby Davidson 

You can read Village News online at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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World 

Challenge 

Caribbean 

Night 

 
By Patrick Scahill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by 

Toby Davidson 

 

 

Spotters' Corner 
No.428 
 

Double 
Beattie at 
Quainton 

by David Prosser 
 

YES, a splendid sight 

at Quainton Road last 

year. 

But look again. There 

are two Beattie 2-4-0 

well tank locomotives 

heading the train in 

David Prosser's 

picture. Nos. 30587 

and 30585 were both 

built in 1874, the same 

year that nearby 

Waddesdon Manor was 

built. 

ON Saturday 21
st
 January the Queen’s Head pub hosted a Caribbean night in aid of my World Challenge appeal. 

Thanks to my Auntie Dawn from Montserrat I helped to create dishes such as fried plantain, rice and peas and jerk 
pork belly. The pub was packed with guests who tucked into the buffet with reggae and calypso music adding to the 
atmosphere. 
 I went for a new strategy of ‘pay what you think the meal was worth’ and thanks to the incredible generosity 
of my guests, raised a fantastic £750. This is a great contribution towards funding my trip to Belize in July. Here I will 
trek through the rainforest before spending several days helping with a local community project. Finally I will get a 
couple of days snorkelling in the Caribbean! A huge thank you to everyone who supported the evening and in 
particular Tim Ayling who helped us to host it.  
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Supported by The Long Marston & Puttenham  Horticultural Society 

Two photos directly above by Martin Kelly 

Top three and right photos by Adam Hollier 

Weasel's words put 
Toad in a hole 
by our man in the stalls, Luke B. Hynde-Yew. 
 
THANK goodness for the delightful interventions of Nelly 

the Wood Nymph (Vanessa Iley), who kept the audience 

up to date with the twists and turns of a plot almost as 

impenetrable as the Wild Wood in which it was set. 

 For his 30th Long Marston panto the 

incomparable Mr Neil Gurney again ventured into new 

territory, which kept the audience guessing. The familiar 

characters of the riverbank tale gave the make-up 

department a challenge which they met with impressive 

skill: the make-overs give to Badger (Terry Veal), Toad 

(David Severs) and Mole (Pat Daniels) were particularly 

vivid. Well, what happened was this (we think). The 

malcontent Weasel was not at all happy to be number two 

in the forest pecking order and hatched a revolutionary 

plot to remove aristocratic Toad from top spot and install a 

new regime (i.e. himself). However this was not seen as 

widely beneficial and the forest people succeeded in 

restoring the social order by getting Toad released from 

wrongful imprisonment on a charge of 'driving without 

screws and nuts'. 

 The wiley Weasel (Chris Hodges) drew hisses 

and boos as reward for a suitably dastardly performance, 

and Toad convinced all he was indeed 'clever Toad, 

handsome Toad'. A hilarious performance from 

pantomime dame Blossom Badger (Martin Winship) kept 

the audience laughing, and the pantomime horse also 

deserves a credit for the biggest guffaw. Constable 

Mallard (Toby Davidson) did well to hold down (or up) 

two parts and a back-stage role too. 

 Music is a feature of Neil Gurney's productions 

and the song and dance numbers were a highlight of the 

evening, with confident performances from the young 

chorus who all deserve a mention here: Aimée Smith, 

Bella Lewington, George White, Florence Ashwell, Jody 

Tomlinson, Phoebe Tomlinson and Zoe Targell - well 

done! Scenes and costumes were terrific, an indication of 

the work and skill of the production team.  It's a shame 

that Toad's splendid motor car was only on stage for a 

short period. Maybe it can be used next year. Poop Poop. 


