
Village News

Special features

• Shop talk             8

• Agricultural Story 9

• Ivinghoe festival 13

• VNX                  15/16

• Andy Ashwell     17

• Puttenham page 19

• Growing Ambition25

We depend on readers’ 
articles and pictures. 
So let’s have them!

What's on   4

Council news 10

Sudoku 23

From the Vicarage 21

Local Contacts 26

Church services   3

Inside this issue:

Your independent village 
magazine - produced and 
delivered free to every 
home in the Tring Rural 
villages entirely by local 
volunteers.

Village News: Puttenham, Wilstone, Long Marston, Astrope

March 2014

A savoury soufflé of a show, spinning the 
yarn of Sleeping Beauty.

Queen: ‘You won’t love me 

when I get old and ugly’. 

King: ‘My dear, you may get 

older, but you won’t get any 

uglier.’

FOR the 27th year running, the Long Marston 

& Puttenham Horti  have produced a rarebit 

of a panto written and directed by the Big 

Cheese himself, Neil Gurney. Because he 

knew what was coming, he had an umbrella 

to protect himself from a copiously weeing 

baby and a highly energetic sweet-throwing 

Crackers (Ian Nicholls) with water pistols.

The tale is set in Dairy 

Land, where King 

Mozza (Martin Win-

ship) and his Queen 

Ella (MozzaElla, ged-

dit?) who is an inde-

scribable beauty 

(played by Alan 

Munt). They rule over 

a kingdom full of Fair-

ies (not the actors, the 

roles), who are generally organised by a 

court official called Parmesan (Terry Veal) 

whose rod was shaved at frequent intervals 

for banging it too hard.

A baby is somehow born to the Queen 

(anything can happen in a panto) and the 

Fairies are invited to the Christening – ex-

cept one, Fairy Feta, Lady of the Night and 

Mistress of the Dark, (frighteningly played 

by Vanessa Iley) who, offended at being 

forgotten like an overripe Stinking Bishop, is 

determined to get her own back. But she did-

n’t reckon on Fairy Lea (Sally Smith) and 

her NVQ (not very quick) fairy assistant, 

Halloumi (Elizabeth Eyvindsson) who are 

guardians of Dairy Land and general party 

organisers, and it falls to them to find a 

Prince. 

By a lucky coincidence, who should turn up 

from Cathedral City but the charming Prince 

Camembert (Sam Watson) and his friend (oh 

yeah?) Leah Dammer (Serena Williams). 

Leah Dammer turns out to really have an 

appetite for Crackers.  The Prince would 

eventually marry the Princess Baby Belle 

(Mel Bayer), which was not a bad long term 

bet given that the fairies had blessed her with 

wit, charm, wealth and great beauty, leaving 

aside a death curse. 

Baby Belle managed to age 18 years in about 

five minutes. The slight technical difficulty 

of how to keep a Prince, who was around 18 

years old at the time, looking the same when 

the Princess reached 18 herself, was crea-

tively solved and with the generous applica-

tion of some anti-aging natural yoghurt.  

(Note to self – get yoghurt from village shop)

Anyway, back to the christening, when the 

evil smelling Feta put a deadly curse on the 

Princess, which was that she would suffer a 

little prick at a spinning wheel, oh, and die. 

Fairy Lea overheard this curse, and although 

she couldn’t change it, (like an opened 

packet of gorgonzola from a supermarket), 

she was able to reduce it to a sleeping curse, 

which actually I know doesn’t work with 

Gorgonzola. 

Contd. On page 27

Neil Gurney as 

himself

The princess 

pricks her finger 
on the spinning 

wheel

A cheesy tale of fairies, frolics and fromage.

Reviewed in true panto style by Luke B Hynd-Yew and Rosa B Hynd-Yew
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Friday March 21st

 PHILOMENA
Starring Judi Dench & Steve Coogan

Falling pregnant as a teenager in Ireland in 

1952, Philomena Lee was sent to the convent 

of Roscrea to be looked after as a “fallen 

woman”.  When her baby was only a toddler, 

he was whisked away by the nuns to America 

for adoption. Philomena spent the next fifty 

years searching for him in vain.

Then she met Martin Sixsmith, a world-weary 

journalist as cynical as Philomena was trusting. 

Together they set off for America on a journey 

that would not only reveal the extraordinary 

story of Philomena’s son, but also the powerful 

bond that grew up between Philomena and 

Martin – a surprising relationship that was both 

profoundly moving and very funny

The film is a bitter-sweet comedy, a compelling 

narrative of human love and loss, and a heart-

breaking story that ultimately cele-

brates life.

Friday April 4th

Starring Russell Crowe, 
Hugh Jackman, Anne Hathaway 

and Amanda  Seyfried

Prisoner 24601, Jean Valjean, is released from 
prison and breaks parole to create a new life 
for himself whilst evading the grip of the persis-
tent Inspector Javert. Set in early 19th century 
France, the story reaches resolution against 
the background of the June uprising of 1832.

If you don’t like musicals, best you give this a 
miss. If you do, and especially if you have al-
ready seen the stage play, you will love this. It 
is an outstanding film, with a great soundtrack 
and brilliant emotional performances. Bring 
your own tissues. 
Please be advised that this film
will end around 11pm

Tickets  £6
Available at Wilstone Community Shop & Meads Farm Shop

Friday March 21st and April 4th.
Film starts at 8pm.   Licenced bar opens 7.15pm

SPECIAL
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Deadline for items for our next issue 

(December) is Thursday 17 November 2011.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.  

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Lonsdale Direct Solutions
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.

Editor this month: Colin Davenport

Advertising Manager

Graham Thorpe: 01442 822923

email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Editorial Team 

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, John McCall, 

Colin Moore, Ben Lovis, Mark Woodbridge.

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Post:       3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.  

Phone:    Phil Buchi: 01296 661339

Distribution Manager

Rob Briant 07802 384151

Finance Manager & Treasurer

Toby Davidson 07970 636168

When will this dreadful weather end, it seems relentless 

and as I sit here at my computer it has just started raining 

again after a dry spell of a whole 24 hours! The only 

consolation is that if it had been 7 or 8 degrees colder then 

we might be under 10 feet of snow.

It shows the need for everybody, and I mean everybody, to 

do their bit for the community and keep the ditches and 

gullies near their properties clear of debris and not wait for 

somebody else to do it.

After the bumper issue of February, we are back down to a 

mere 28 pages for this issue so please remember to send in 

your articles and photos for the next issue. There must be 

plenty of stories about the floods or have you seen and 

heard enough on that subject?

Colin Davenport

Read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Deadline for items for our next issue is 

Thursday 20th March 2014.

Church services
St Mary’s Puttenham

St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services.

2 March
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

6.00pm St Cross Evening Prayer

3 March (Monday)
2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

5 March Ash Wednesday
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

9 March
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

6.00pm All Saints Celtic Evening Prayer

16 March
10.00am St Cross Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

17 March (Monday)
2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

23 March
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong

30 March Mothering Sunday
10.00am St Cross Worship for All

10.00am All Saints Worship for All

Village News
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All Saints, Long Marston.
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What’s on... 

Diary dates... 
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 5 March, Wilstone village hall. (This meeting 

includes the annual Parish Meeting.)

Wednesday 2 April, Wilstone village hall.

Friday 7 March
Cecilia Tea Rooms. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham.  3-5pm.

Friday 7 March
“The story of Wilstone” with John Painter. At Wilstone 

village hall, 7.30pm. £5.

Tuesday 11 March
St. Cross service to "Launch Lent", and start the annual col-

lection for DENS. Followed by sausage & pancakes. 10am.

Friday 14 March
Quiz night at LMCC. Bookings: M. Keable 07855 154717.

Saturday 15 March
Aylesbury Consort of Voice, Puttenham

Tuesday 25 March
All Saints social afternoon 2-3pm .

Saturday 29 March
Jumble sale, Cecilia Hall, Puttenham 2pm.

Saturday 29 March
Tennis Club Quiz Night. Long Marston village hall.

Sunday 30 March
Mothering Sunday: special service at St. Cross. 10am.

Wednesday 2 April
Lent Lunch in Wilstone village hall. 12 noon.

Saturday 12 April
Jumble Sale: Marsworth WI. 2pm.

Sunday 13 April
Palm Sunday Service at St. Cross. 10am.

Good Friday 18 April
Raising of The Cross for Good Friday. 12 noon, St. Cross.

Saturday 19 April
"The ultimate Elvis tribute". Wilstone VH. See ad.

Easter Sunday 20 April
St. Cross Easter Day service. 10am.

Monday 21 April
Easter Egg Hunt at St. Cross. 10am.

Tuesday 22 April
All Saints social afternoon 2-3pm. 

Sunday 27 April
Long Marston Tennis Club. Open Afternoon.  2pm

Thursday 1 May
May Day Madrigals & breakfast. 6am onwards, Puttenham.

Friday 2 May
Community Football Match, Long Marston Rec. 6pm.

Monday 5 May
Aldbury May Fair.

Friday 9 and Saturday 10 May
"Blue Moon", by the Vale Musical Society.

Saturday 10 May
LMCC Cherwell League fixtures commence.

Times for mobile library Route 72

Thursday fortnightly 6th and 20th March 2014.
Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.00 to 11.20

Wilstone  (The Half Moon) 11.25 to 11.55

Astrope  (Astrope Lane) 12.50 to 13.15

Puttenham (Church Lane) 13.20 to 13.45

Long Marston (Queen’s Head)                 14.00 to 15.15

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:
Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm

Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon.
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St Cross Church Wilstone
Our

Lent

Lunch
A frugal lunch with no charge

But all donations to Christian Aid

Will be on

Wednesday April 2nd

From 12.00 to 2.00pm

At the Village Hall 

WINGRAVE COMMUNITY CHOIR 

MUSIC FOR A SPRING EVENING 

at Wingrave Parish church Sunday 

27th April 2014 at 7 pm 
£7 including a glass of wine 

The Wingrave Community Choir was formed last year. 
This will be our second concert. We would be delighted 
to welcome new members (there will be no auditions!). 
We rehearse on Monday evenings at 8 pm in the Meth-
odist Church, Nup End Lane, Wingrave. For more infor-
mation call Roy on 01296 681770.
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Page 5 March 2014

Saturday 10 May
Jazz lunch with The Jolly Jazzers.Puttenham

Saturday 17 May
Concert, All Saints Church, Long Marston.

Saturday 17 May
Barn Dance at Wilstone village hall. 7.30pm.

Monday 2 June
MCC Unicorns A v.Northants 2nd XI, at LMCC.

Tuesday 3 June
MCC Unicorns A v. Kent 2nd XI, at LMCC.

Friday 6 June
Cecilia Tea Rooms. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 3-5pm.

Sunday 8 June
Wilstone Fete and fun dog show.

Sunday 8 June
LMCC Sunday Chess Valley League fixtures commence.

Sunday 15 June
Marsworth Steam Rally.

Tuesday 17June
Herts over 60s XI v. Leics over 60s XI, at LMCC.

Sunday 22 June
Church Open Day, All Saints.

Sunday 22 June
Midsummer Picnic, Long Marston recreation ground, 1pm.

Sunday 6 July
LMCC fund raising day: President's XI v. Mike Dean XI.

Saturday 2 August
Long Marston Village Show. 

3,4 and 5 August
Minor Counties cricket at LMCC. Herts v. Cumberland.

Saturday 30 August
Jumble sale, Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 2pm.

Sunday 7 September
St. Cross Harvest Service and lunch. 11.30am.

Friday 12 September
Cecilia Tea Rooms. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 3-5pm.

Saturday 13 September
Historic Churches, Bike ‘n’ Hike.

Tuesday 16 September
St. Cross Holy Day service.

Saturday 11 October
October Supper with Neil Gurney. Puttenham 7 for 7.30pm.

Friday 24 October
Quiz and Curry, All Saints.

Tuesday 4 November
Rosemary for Remembrance at St. Cross. 10am.

Saturday 8 November
Race nite at Marlins

Remembrance Sunday 9 November
Remembrance Day services, St. Cross and All Saints. 10am.

Wednesday 26 November
LMCC AGM in the clubhouse.

Saturday November TBA
Cecilia Concert (final date to be arranged).

Wednesday 3 December
Ridgeway Chorale concert at St. Cross, 8pm.

The Story of Wilstone

PHOTOGRAPHS 

OLD AND NEW 
presented by John Painter.

FRIDAY 7th MARCH
at 7.30pm

 WILSTONE VILLAGE HALL.

TICKETS £5, INCLUDING REFRESHMENTS, 

FROM WILSTONE COMMUNITY SHOP,

PAM (01442 824394) & OLGA (01442 822894).
Supporting Friends of St Cross.

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 
www.pitchero.com/clubs/longmarstoncricketclub/
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An evening with 

Alvin- 

The ultimate  

Elvis Tribute 
An evening of fun and the best of Elvis 

at Wilstone Village Hall.

Saturday April 19th 
From 8 'till late.

Tickets £10 available now 
at Wilstone Community Shop.

Licenced bar.

The Curse of Redundancy 
by Patricia Smith.

READING through February's Village News, I read about 

Nik's Fresh Fish. In the article it mentioned that he had wor-

ries about the possibilities of being made redundant, so he 

prudently went self employed. 

This article got me wondering if it would be out of order for 

me to mention Stan Smith, a local now for 19 years, in fact 

nearly 20 years.

Stan with others in this Village was made redundant last May. 

Unfortunately none of the staff had an inkling of the coming 

event, so it was a shock to them all. The staff were all offered 

work with the same company in other areas, but everyone 

would be much worse off by the time they had either trav-

elled miles up the M1 or travelled down to the New Forest 

area. Also as the journey would be long it meant finding ac-

commodation, further expense. As far as I know nobody took 

up the firms offer under these circumstances. Moving away 

was no option either.

Like Nik, Stan decided that he would like to become self em-

ployed. Up to now he has had a lot of work offered to him by 

the local villagers which has helped to keep the wolf from the 

door, and for this we are eternally grateful to them all. He still 

has a few small jobs waiting for him to finish, which he has

been unable to do up to now due to our Wonderful Wet 

Weather. Come the Spring as the days get longer and hope-

fully dryer, he will be able to finish these outstanding jobs.

The first job he was offered was by Jon and Bekkie at the 

Queens Head in Long Marston. The next work he was offered 

was by Bob and Jan at the Half Moon. They gave him a lot of 

work getting their overgrown front and rear gardens culti-

vated back to reality, looking neat and tidy ready for when 

they moved from Wilstone to Aston Clinton. 

Stan now wishes that he had been brave enough to go self 

employed years ago. He has always enjoys this type of work, 

and for many years he and I had been doing gardening work 

for friends, after a days work. For several years they had tried 

to encourage Stan to give up the filthy brick making job he 

was doing and use his strength doing the work which he pre-

ferred doing.

Being very Dyslexic made it very hard for him to realise that 

you don't have to be able to read, to cut hedges and trees, and 

dig and cultivate gardens, put up fences etc. Needless to say 

he is continually looking for any work around no matter how 

small, and most of us know that he can be found at the Half 

Moon usually on a Friday night and occasionally on a Satur-

day night. Hint!! Hint!

Perhaps villagers might like to employ Stan to clear the 

ditches and gulleys by their properties. Hint Hint!  Ed
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Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order  or discuss your menu 
 

tel: 01296 630279/720459 
seatonscatering.co.uk 

email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating” 
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Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.
All types of animals.

Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 
other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.
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COMMUNITY SHOP TALK 
 

WELL, from a weather perspective it’s been a pretty dreadful 

start to the year for all of us.  Many thanks to all our custom-

ers who have valiantly paddled through the river that’s been 

gently, or sometimes not so gently, flowing in front of the 

shop.  We’ve been thinking about stocking it with fish but will 

wait a bit on that one!  Still, compared with many households 

locally we’ve been lucky.  If you’ve suffered we do hope that 

you manage to get yourselves straight as soon as reasonably 

possible.

We, that’s the shop Management Committee, are continuing 

to wrestle with the challenge of our new till system.  I think 

the staff at the Farm Shop know just what that means!  If all 

goes according to plan we should ‘go live’, as they say, on the 

1st April – an auspicious date and one carefully selected!!  It 

should be easy to use for the volunteers and, excitingly, will in 

the future provide us with some excellent information on all 

aspects of the business to help us move forward.  We will 

though say a truly fond farewell to our old and very forgiving 

till, still onwards and upwards and into the 21st Century we 

go!

Our first Annual Meeting of shop shareholders is now fast 

approaching, the 28th March to be precise.  Those of you who 

have brought £5 shares will shortly receive details on location, 

timing and what’s involved.  At the meeting the current shop 

start-up Management Committee will stand down and a new 

Management Committee will be elected.  Whilst several of the 

original team are standing again, this is also an excellent op-

portunity to acquire some new knowledge and expertise on the 

Committee.  So if you feel you have some time and expertise 

to contribute and are interested in finding out more about 

what’s involved please give me a call on 01442 826043 and 

I’d be delighted to tell you more about it.

But you don’t have to go on the Management Committee to 

help.  If you have any skills in the area of annual accounts, 

shop design, shop fittings, window dressing or general handy-

man jobs we would be delighted to hear from you.  Some 

needs are more constant than others but any help offered is 

invaluable to us.  Plus, as you know, we are always pleased to 

welcome new volunteers to help in the shop.  The more people 

who get involved at any level then the more responsibilities 

can be spread so that it’s not too onerous on any one person.  

Our current volunteers come from Wilstone, Gubblecote and 

Long Marston and we would be happy to welcome more from 

these villages plus anyone from Puttenham and Astrope.  It’s 

great fun and you certainly get to make a lot of new friends.  

And finally, the 100 Club winning numbers for February 

were:

£100 number 46

£50 number 15

£25 number 72

Congratulations to our lucky winners.

If you want to enquire about the 100 Club please ask at the 

shop or directly with Graham on 01442 822923 or 

g.thorpe@btinternet.com

Velut arbor aevo (as a 

tree with the passage of time)

A NEW tree has been supplied by Majestic Trees to replace 

the Sorbus Commixtra that was irrevocably damaged in a 

storm, well before Christmas. It was planted between St.Cross 

Church, Wilstone, and the entrance to the Mill at the time of 

the Jubilee nearly two years ago.

The new one is a Sorbus ‘Joseph Rock’ which was originally 

from the Yundshi Mountain in Yunnan, a province in south 

west China. 

It will have light, yellow-green airy foliage and amazing red, 

orange, copper and purple autumn colours. Clusters of white 

flowers will appear in the spring, followed by small amber 

berries. Thanks to Majestic Trees for 

helping us financially with replacing 

the tree and to Tring Rural Parish 

Council for providing the balance of 

the cost. Thanks also to Councillors 

Briant for planting the tree, and to 

Peter Walker for providing the impe-

tus for making it happen.
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Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

The Old Pastures

Dog Grooming

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears.  Weekend appointments 
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower 
ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can 

cater for any size dog.  Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856
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 The agricultural story line…                                 by David Mead

FEBRUARY FILL DYKE.

A TERM repeated over the years, but this year we can put 

several “s” on the end. Every dyke full and overflowing. I 

gather British Waterways are in trouble. I know they have a 

limit on how full their reservoirs can be but there could have 

been some warning if they did let some out. I’m afraid the 

ditches have not been maintained so could not cope with the 

extra.

Our ewes were brought home and housed in two empty yards. 

They look so happy lying on a bed of dry straw, they have 10 

days before they start lambing, I hope by then things will have 

dried a little so the lambs can go out on some grass. Simon fed 

them last Saturday afternoon and was knocked over with his 

bag of food, I had to smile, it’s happened to me. Calling them 

a few choice words helps but the main worry is that no one is 

watching the event.

The tills at the shop caused some headaches in the first week. 

Getting all the stock recorded was, I gather, a big challenge. 

There was another challenge when water got to within an inch 

of the barn door. No computer was going to sort that out.           

It was 5 o’clock one morning when Jennifer and helpers, with 

tractor and brushes, diverted the flood. The sun shone one day 

this week, so I mowed my lawns. Everything went well, the 

mower started, the grass was dry and I finished in time for tea. 

Everything in the garden is on the move. The daffodils are 

out, the wild plum, Marabella, is in bloom, there have only 

been a couple of frosts all winter. Don’t the Global Warmers 

love it. I’m a bit nervous, we’ve had snow and frost for the 

lambing in the past.

Chris, with his much improved knee, will soon be wanting to 

put some fertiliser on the oil seed rape and wheat crops and 

grass. Suddenly Spring is springing and the crops will reach 

various stages for treatments. At the moment a heavy tractor 

with a load of fertiliser will make a huge mess of a field and 

will have to be cleaned before returning on the road. The 

sprayer maintenance man from Lincolnshire has serviced the 

machine. He said he has never seen the black fenland soil so 

saturated.

I thank the electricity boys for a continuous supply. We had 

candles at the ready but not needed, quite a record
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

 can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  
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Long Marston Football Club
MUCH discussion took place with members of the 

public regarding the requirement of LMFC to obtain 

a lease of the ground in order to be able to obtain a 

grant to improve the clubhouse. The concern of the 

public is that the football club would have control of 

the area over the general public using the playing 

field..

The terms of the lease have not yet been agreed by 

TRPC so further discussion is needed within TRPC 

before this can be put forward again.

Options raised included leasing the pitch only or the 

clubhouse only.

Highways
DIXONS Gap bridge to be repaired April/June sub-

ject to budget approval.

Trees in Astrope Lane are the responsibility of the 

landowner and are to be inspected.

Responsibility for the damaged culvert in Station 

Road has been denied by the 

Environment Agency who suggest the responsibility 

lies with the Highways authority.

A meeting is being held in Tring on Friday 7th Feb. 

with David Gauke to discuss the overall flood de-

fence situation within the area.

CALA  money for play areas
JOE Guiton from Dacorum Borough Council will 

be carrying out an ‘on line’ consultation with local 

residents to decide how the money from CALA 

homes is to be spent. Details of the consultation 

questions will appear in the April issue of Village 

News .

Victory Hall car park
QUOTES have been received and a contractor 

agreed for the repairs to the surface. Work to pro-

ceed as soon as practical.
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Friendly village pub

Open all day

Food served 12-3 & 6-9 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large garden●Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ●Car Park●Dog Friendly ●Mobile Top up

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977

Mr Christopher Mann 01296 668548

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662 207

Mr Richard Briant  01442 825 674

Mr Robert Briant  01442 825 674

The Clerk to the Council :- 

Mrs Lucy Bancroft  07590 989202 

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031

Parish Council Website:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at
www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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Allotment news

IT’S been an unusual winter, extremely wet and windy 

with mild temperatures too. I have noticed the odd panel 

or two blowing across the fields. I hope the damage to 

some of the plot holder’s greenhouse etc hasn’t been too 

extensive or expensive 

Spring is almost upon us, the days are getting longer 

and the plots are coming back to life with daffodils and 

tulips on their way up. The Crocuses and Snowdrops are 

a welcome splash of colour around the fruit trees. 

With the ground being so waterlogged and heavy, 

there’s not much digging to be done at the moment. Al-

though with the earth so wet, it’s an excellent time to 

get pulling those ghastly perennial weeds!!

With the mild weather, the over winter onions and gar-

lic appear to be in good health, even the salads are 

growing strong in pots and under the cloches. Seeds are 

being planted under cover and at home on the window-

sills with keen eyes awaiting signs of new life!

Oh! And the well is full, Happy days!
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SNOWDROP DAY
      By Maggy Winship

PLANNING an outdoor event in the middle of the wettest 

winter on record may seem very brave, or even a little mad, 

but time and snowdrops wait for no man, so the first Sunday 

in February was decided for John and Margaret Noakes's 

Snowdrop Day.

With a view to raising funds for the Syria crisis, members of 

the WI, friends and neighbours were invited to the Noakes's 

garden to see the many beautiful varieties of snowdrops in 

flower.

As luck would have it, the sky was blue and the sun shining as 

we were welcomed with a glass of mulled wine by John and 

Margaret in their front garden. Following the path around to 

the back of the house we stopped to admire a large planter 

filled with tiny cyclamen, the delicate flowers shivering in the 

cold breeze. As we strolled along the garden paths we were 

treated to a wonderful display of 

snowdrops of all different shapes 

and sizes, and a lovely patch of 

winter aconytes adding a splash 

of bright colour.

Inside the house a table laden 

with homemade muffins as well 

as more mulled wine awaited us, 

and the Ridgeway Ensemble 

provided a delightful musical 

accompaniment.

A very pleasant morning was had 

by all, and John and Margaret 

succeeded in raising 350.00 for 

their Syria appeal.
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Ivinghoe summer festival 
2014 by Graham Hollands

WITH the New Year often come “resolutions”; well Ivinghoe 

Entertainments intend to keep ours and make the 2014 Sum-

mer Festival the best yet. To ensure that it will be we’ve com-

pletely re-vamped and re-formatted the weekend to allow our 

guests to enjoy themselves even more. Hopefully the changes 

will allow them to bring along more of their friends. This is a 

year of big changes, the first being that we’ve flipped the 

nights so that Friday night is the casual night and Saturday the 

formal, Black Tie Ball:

Laughter-on-the-Lawn, Friday 20-June, doors:19.00.

Summer Ball, Saturday 21-June, doors:19.00 for 19.45.

Summer Ball (Saturday)

The 2nd big change is that we have booked a great headlining 

band: The Collection (http://www.thecollectionlive.co.uk/) 

featuring Keavy Lynch from B*witched. B*witched enjoyed 

huge success in both Europe and North America between 

1998 and 2000, releasing two albums and eight singles, all of 

which made the UK Top 20. Their first four singles, "C'est la 

Vie", "Rollercoaster", "To You I Belong" and "Blame It on 

the Weatherman", all reached number one in the UK Singles 

Chart. They’ve also enjoyed more recent success on the 

“Reunion” TV program and tour. Fronted by Keavy, The Col-

lection play a great mix of music for all tastes and so we’re set 

for a great evening.

A further change is that in response to feedback we have en-

gaged a new caterer too. So it’s a new night, new band, new 

caterers and hopefully some new friends to share what’s set to 

be a great evening. Remember once you’ve purchased your 

ticket the only expenses are photographs, and drinks! We have 

been able to maintain the cost at £60 / ticket. A great value for 

money, great night out and for most ... no taxi cost!

The sale of tickets for the Summer Ball will be on Saturday 

8th March from 09.30 at the Town Hall, Ivinghoe and thereaf-

ter from the usual outlets. As in previous years, we are offer-

ing the opportunity to spread the cost of the event, an initial 

(non-refundable) deposit (£20) payable upon booking the tick-

ets, the balance (£40) payable by mid-May. We anticipate 

high demand for tickets and so we encourage you to book 

early and take advantage of the deposit scheme.

Laughter-on-the-Lawn (Friday)

Following the fantastic success of ‘Laughter-on-the-Lawn’ 

2013 we are repeating the event with a different line up of 

comedians but this year on the Friday night rather than Satur-

day. Our event will be associated with the “GET STUFFED 

Tring Comedy Festival (Tringe)” – the Tring Comedy Festi-

val extends to Ivinghoe! What better way to wind down from 

the rigours of the week than to put on some casual clothes and 

come along to hear some great comedians with some friends, 

a few drinks and food?  More information about the perform-

ers will be released nearer the event but we can guarantee a 

well-known compere, headline act and some up and coming 

stars of the future … make sure you can say you saw them 

first in Ivinghoe! All that for just £15.00.

Our website will be updated with full details as they become 

available for both events. http://

ivinghoeentertainments.org.uk/

News from the LM & P WI
by  Sue Barraclough

THE January meeting of the WI got off to a very  interesting 

start with a  demonstration in the craft of felt making by 

Hilary Gatehouse. This was very much enjoyed by our mem-

bers, all of whom were able to go home with a felt article that 

they had made themselves.  The general feeling following this 

demonstration was that we should like to invite Hilary to 

come back and give us another workshop and we shall be ar-

ranging this in the near future.

The February meeting was very well attended by not only 

members but guests as well when Denise O’Dwyer came 

along to talk to us about improving our Feng Shui.  Denise, 

who is a Feng Shui Grand Master and advises many big busi-

nesses proved to be a very interesting speaker and all of the 

audience went away with lots of ideas that they can put into 

practise in their own homes.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday March 11th when we 

shall be hosting Michael Bartlett who will be telling us about 

the Amber Room at Catherine Palace, St Petersburg, and 

guests will be welcome at this meeting.

Despite the wet weather our walking group seems to have 

been quite fortunate and they have managed to continue to 

enjoy a variety of interesting walks, they meet at the village 

hall at 10am on alternate Tuesdays (weather permitting) and 

guests are welcome to join them, the next walk will be on 

Tuesday 4th March.  The Theatre Group are off to see West 

Side Story and our next Lunch Club outing will be to the 

Crow’s Nest in Tring.

We love to welcome new members and if you feel that you 

might be interested in joining us please take the opportunity to 

come along to a meeting, you will find us a very welcoming 

and friendly group.

For more information please contact Sue Barraclough on 

01296 668272 or Jude Roust on 01442 890327.
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Local 
General Builder 

Do you need a
reliable general builder?

Bricklayer by trade, 
but can do many more jobs.

Please call

Darren Paul

 Home: 01296 662168
Mobile: 07581 624008

WILSTONE STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone  01442  822115

www.wilstonesticks.com    
 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

ROOFING

Specialist in 
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 
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Edited by Ben Lovis 

Welcome to the March edition of Village News Extra! 

Have you got anything to share? If you have got any stories or anything 

you would like to share, please email me at: blovis.vnx@hotmail.com 

and your stories will be in the next edition of VNX! 

The rainy season is upon us. What can you do on a rainy day inside? 

• Build a fort 

• Make paper aeroplanes 

• Watch videos on YouTube 

• Bake some cookies or cakes 

• Make some Origami 

• Or look out the window, feeling sorry for yourself. 

Puzzle 
Join the same letters together, but 

the lines cannot overlap or cross 

over each other at any point. You 

cannot go diagonally through 

squares. 

Tip: use a pencil. 

C has been done for you. 
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American style pancake recipe  

Ingredients 
1 tablespoon baking powder 

1 pinch of salt 

1 teaspoon white sugar 

2 large eggs  

30 grams butter 

300 ml milk 

225 grams plain flour 

And butter for frying 

Method 
1. Add all ingredients into a 

blender and blitz. 

OR  

Hand whisk all the ingredients. 

 

2. Melt some butter in a frying 

pan. 

 

3. Pour the mix in the frying 

pan, to make circular pan-

cakes. 

Toppings 
Syrup 

Honey 

Sugar and lemon 

Cream 

Strawberries 

A milkshake to go with your pancakes 

Ingredients 
475 ml milk 

Chocolate syrup 

OR 

Hot chocolate mix. 

2 scoops of ice cream 

(vanilla or chocolate) 

Whipped cream (optional) 

Method 
1. Whisk all ingredients until 

smooth. 

OR  

Blend all of the ingredients. 

 

Pour into a glass 

 

Add whipped cream on top, 

and sprinkle hot chocolate mix 

on top. 
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Speed Is Of The Essence
By Andy Ashwell

WITH the Sochi winter Olympics occurring at the same time 

as our skiing trip to Austria, we were able to pretend that we 

were taking part and experiencing first hand some of what the 

Olympic hopefuls were going through. By day three of our 

holiday, after we had blown away the cobwebs of 12 months 

of not skiing, we had all become experts and convinced (if 

only in our dreams) that with a little bit more practice, we 

could probably give some of the Olympians a good run for 

their money.

As if to prove a point, on day two I tried out the speed-run –

an almost vertical slope of ice with a miniscule stopping area 

at the end – and reached the bottom having recorded what I 

thought at the time to be a pretty impressive speed of 

76.58km/h. Afterwards I felt that it wasn’t overly scary and 

that Florence and Anna could probably cope with going from 

the half-way entry point. However, when I suggested this to 

Anna she pulled a face that indicated that she was far from 

enthusiastic and said that Florence would probably feel the 

same way about it. 

When I first spoke to Florence about trying the speed-run she 

was, mainly thanks to Anna’s efforts at putting her off, fairly 

unenthusiastic. But with a bit of careful goading (well out of 

Anna’s earshot) I gradually managed to turn her round and 

when we saw a group of children about half her age flying 

down without a care in the world that was it. A short while 

later and full of bravado, we headed for the half-way start of 

the speed-run. As Florence stood looking down the icy preci-

pice, her nerve started to waver. Fortunately a group of impa-

tient kamikaze kids shouted at us from the top to either get 

going or to get out of the way. And that was all it took: before 

I could stop her, off she was off: 56.23km/h showed on the 

display, which for a first attempt for a seven-year-old was 

pretty impressive.

When I joined her at the bottom she could hardly contain her 

excitement and begged me to let her have another go. When 

we got back to the top for our next run we met Anna who was 

shaking her head disapprovingly. She said that she had seen 

Florence’s run from above on the ski-lift and that she had been 

hardly able to watch; she was left speechless when Florence 

told her that she was going to go again…and this time from 

the top.

I told Florence that it was a big step up and that it would be 

much faster and scarier than going from half-way. I told her to 

take it easy and to snowplough for the first bit so as to keep 

her speed to a sensible level. Well, she didn’t take any notice 

of my advice and whizzed straight down to clock a speed of 

72.46km/h – only marginally slower than my first attempt!

Over the following three days we kept re-visiting the speed-

run and Florence became increasingly confident. We pushed 

more at the start, crouched lower on the hill, and ended up 

going faster and faster. On day five, the conditions for down-

hill speed skiing were perfect and after a few practice runs 

Florence recorded a lifetime best of 77.66km/h (48.3mph) –

about the speed that commuters drive through Long Marston –

and I managed a buttock-quivering 93.20km/h (57.9mph) –

about the speed that 

commuters would 

like to drive through 

Long Marston.

I don’t know what 

the age-best down-

hill speed skiing 

record for a seven-

year-old is – and 

there probably isn’t 

one because of 

health and safety 

concerns – but when 

you consider that 

the women’s world 

record is 150mph, 

the men’s is 

156mph and a blind 

man has gone over 

100mph, our hercu-

lean efforts 

(especially mine) 

look rather pathetic 

in comparison. Still, 

we had great fun 

and came home 

uninjured and I 

imagine that next 

time Florence and I will be up there – much to Anna’s dismay 

– trying to do even better and go even faster.

 Long Marston allotment holders 

annual competition By Joan Dean

With the emphasis on growing your own fruit and vegetables, 

allotments have really come into their own during the last few 

years.  And the nothing demonstrates this more than the allot-

ments in Long Marston.  

As I have written before in the Village news we took ours over 

more than 40 years ago and have seen huge changes in the 

way the allotments are cultivated.  Everyone is trying to ex-

tend the season where possible, either by warming up the soil 

with polythene sheets or by erecting polytunnels of various 

shapes and sizes.

It has occurred to me that this endeavour needs recognition.  

Cups and prizes are handed out each year at the village show 

for the best carrots or cabbage or the best pot of jam, but what 

about the year in year out toil on the allotments themselves, so 

I have decided to present a cup annually for the 

BEST ALLOTMENT ON THE POTASH LANE PLOT.

This will judged for the variety and quality of the produce and 

general appearance of each individual plot.  The allotments 

will be looked at by 3 independent judges throughout the year 

and the cup presented at the Long Marston Village Show on 

August 2nd this year.  A notice will be put on the allotments 

(once the rain stops!) to alert everyone to this. Tring Charities, 

who own the allotments, the Parish Council and the Parochial 

Church Council are all enthusiastic about the proposal - so 

with forks at the ready let the season begin.

Florence proving her skill on the slopes



Village News

Page 18 March 2014

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery

• High quality professional service
• Residential and commercial
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote
• References available

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

Over 25 years of joinery and carpentry 
experience.

Home consultation and competitive rates.

Skells Joinery
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry

6 Ravens Court
Long Marston
HP23 4AN

Paul Skells
Tel: 07740 997885

paul.skells@btinternet.com 
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J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)

‘MAN WITH A VAN’

• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

• ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST,  RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Tel:  01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745
Email: boult586@btinternet.com

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal Merchant 

 
Coal & Smokeless Fuels 

Logs & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances 
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact Us on: 01296 661258 

Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial 
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127

Do you want a local reliable 

PLUMBER
that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms

kitchens, washing machines

taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byrom 

in Pitstone

07860 340130

www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk

Painting  Plumbing 
Tiling      Plastering

Locksmith Services
Small jobs welcome

Call now for a fast friendly service.
Gavin direct on: 07731 047439  Office: 01442 380287

bhpropertyservices.co.uk 
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SPECIALIST NEUROLOGICAL
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS

Amy Goss & Claire PeplowBSc (Hons) Physiotherapy HPC Registered

We can help you if you have a neurological deficit affecting your 
movement including 
Stroke, Parkinsons Disease, Multiple Sclerosis and Balance 

Problems.

Tel: 07786 363638 / 07909 982569
Email: physio@neurophysioberkhamsted.co.uk

          Website: www.neurophysioberkhamsted.co.uk

M.D.SPRING AUTOS
All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347

Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate, 

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.
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Ofsted Registered Childminder

Spaces Available

CRB checked • Fully Insured
Paediatric First Aid trained • Long Marston based

Emily Collins 07884 394843 • 
emilycollins1@yahoo.co.uk
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From the Rectory by Rev'd Jo Wetherall  

Taking Stock

THROUGH 6th form and college my Saturdays were spent 

working in Littlewoods Food Hall in Derby. One of the after-

noon tasks was to count the stock of sweet packets and choco-

late bars, it was very dull, difficult job almost impossible to 

get right – people kept insisting on buying things!.

As a school governor I now take part in Stock Taking days at 

school, this is a much brighter activity I don’t count a single 

thing. It involves observing and recording what we see in les-

sons and looking through children’s work and progress. The 

purpose is to evaluate what is happening in the school, does 

the evidence show positive experiences for the children? Does 

what we see reflect the values and ethos of the school? I al-

ways learn from this lively process. 

So, what makes us take stock of ourselves?

Sadly our personal stocktaking is usually brought about by a 

significant life event or upheaval, like the recent floods and 

storm damage. Often it is because these are the only times we 

actually slow down and have the space to take stock or reflect 

on our lives.

Unfortunately this is creates a less than positive experience 

because we are already in a painful place and so we end up 

with  a dull, impossible job which focuses on individual items 

and can makes us feel quite unhappy.

The theologian Søren  Kierkegaard famously said “Life can 

only be understood backwards; but it must be lived forwards.” 

Life coaches and spiritual friends encourage us to regularly 

reflect on our lives, even to keep a reflective journal. People 

use all kinds of things in a journal; writing, drawing, post 

cards, pressed flowers, doodles, ticket stubs. All these things 

help to capture our emotions and responses. They can help us 

to plan and to see patterns in our behaviour which are unhelp-

ful, even destructive. 

The season of Lent recalls the time Jesus spent in reflection 

and preparation for his ministry. We think of it as a time for 

giving things up to create space for  us to think, this, too can 

become a dull impossible job which instead of a spiritual exer-

cise which makes us grow, just makes us unhappy. 

So instead why not buy yourself a book and take  some space 

for  personal stock taking.

Taking Stock, regular reflection, it helps us to understand life 

backwards while we live it forwards.

Long Marston Cricket Club.
WHEN will the rains abate? The grass is beginning to grow in 

this mild wet weather and we, along with most people, hope 

for some drier weather as soon as possible.

Some additions to our known fixtures for the coming season.

A home tie in the first round of the National Village cup in the 

Beds and Herts group against Preston on Sunday 11th May 

gives us the opportunity of a home second round also if suc-

cessful. There is a clear path through to the group final if we 

play to our strengths.  With other strong sides Botany Bay and 

Langleybury drawn against each other in the top half of the 

draw, could this be the year when we start to make our mark 

in this very prestigious competition.

Weather permitting our season starts on Saturday 26th April 

with home and away friendlies against Tring Park.

Saturday 3rd May sees home and away friendlies against 

Bletchley before the league season gets underway on 10th

May.

Very encouraging net sessions during the past couple of 

months and also several important signings give us much opti-

mism for further progress in 2014.

Follow our results, news and progress at: 

www.pitchero.com/clubs/longmarstoncricketclub/

Paul Dumpleton - Chairman

ftÜt{ ]tÇx UÉâà|Öâx  
OPEN DAY SATURDAY 15TH MARCH 

1PM – 5-PM  
SARAH JANE BOUTIQUE specialise in selling pre-loved designer/

high end high street clothes, shoes and handbags at reasonable 

prices. We also have a beautiful collection of hand-picked accesso-

ries including handbags, purses, scarves and costume jewellery.  

DO YOU HAVE CLOTHES YOU WOULD LIKE TO SELL? We ac-

cept ladies clothes and accessories that are either unworn or very 

gently worn but in excellent condition. They don’t have to be de-

signer. We like quality, high end high street labels and quirky un-

known labels too. However they must be on trend, less than 2 

years old and in season.  
All garments need to have been freshly dry-cleaned or laundered 

and ready to go on the rails. The seller will be entitled to 50% of 

the selling price.   

Our open hours are Wednesday evenings 6-9pm and Friday 12-5pm 

or by appointment on other days/evenings. Credit/debit cards 

accepted.   

Please contact us via email or mobile for further information on 

selling and buying through us. 

  sarah@sarahjaneboutique.co.uk     07975 920938 

The Old Bakery, Nup End Lane, Wingrave, HP22 4PX 
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The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter

Cecilia Tea Rooms

Open for full afternoon tea 

FRIDAY, 7th MARCH – 3p.m. until 5 p.m.

£3.50 per head

You are welcome to just drop in, but booking your seat would greatly help 

with catering. Tel:  01296 668337   -  Proceeds to local charity.

PUTTENHAM PRESENTS:

AYLESBURY CONSORT OF VOICES

An acapella choir bringing you an evening of madrigals, 
religious and modern songs

St. Mary’s Church, Puttenham 
7 p.m.  Saturday 15th March

Tickets at the door – or through:
Revd.Jane Banister 01442 822170 (jcbanister@btinternet.com)

Adults - £8
Concessions and under 16s - £6

Ticket includes for wine/soft drink and nibbles
Proceeds to Christian Aid

Free Car Park

Supported by the Friends of St.Mary’s Church

JUMBLE SALE

SATURDAY, 29th MARCH – CECILIA HALL -  2 
p.m.

Your donations of jumble would be much appreciated.  Please leave in the 
porch at Cecilia Hall or telephone Christine – 01296 668337,  also any offers 

of help for sorting and on the sale day.
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd

All ovens hobs and extractors

• Professional service
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 • 07884 058795

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk

Chiropodist
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA

HPC Registered

Member of the British Chiropody 

and Podiatry Association

For a home visit, telephone 

07969 741792 or 01296 630189 

Logs
Mixed seasoned logs for sale

Toyota pick-up size load

Full load £80      Half load £45

Phone Richard on 07831 120879
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 Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore

No 82 difficult

Solution on page 25
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For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS 
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

Call Genie on 07931 307912
gardengenie1@gmail.com

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,  

HEDGE CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 

AND MUCH MORE. 
 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  
DONE WELL, CONTACT 

Mark Lee  

07914 355180 
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   Sewing Alterations 

   & Soft Furnishings

Reliable and local

20 years experience

Call - Sue on 01525 229639

THIS sturdy AEC Militant army recovery lorry, YUY183G, (c.1968) was spotted at the Marsworth Steam Rally last 

year. Just the job for clearing a parking space at Tesco. (Picture: Phil Buchi.) 
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LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING 
CLUB

Victory Hall, Long Marston.

Long established friendly club, 

catering for all dogs. 

Any age - puppy through to pensioner.
Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme offered.   

Qualified instructors.

01296 668752  or 01908 502272

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL

Holiday? Weekend away? Day out?
Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs!
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs.

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
Including Christmas Holidays!

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information. 
Tel. (01296) 681306

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com

Page 25 March 2014

A Growing Ambition

A Story of Longub Puttastone

OLD Siegfried grew fruit and vegetables on his allotment, in 

season, with unfailing results of quality and quantity. He was 

known as “Old” Siegfried by everyone, regardless of age or 

social history, and had worked his allotment as long as any 

could remember, and a good deal longer than most. He had 

dug and forked and fertilised, it was rumoured, since before 

artichokes were invented. Whether it was as a result of his 

eons-long experience, consistent good fortune or sheer 

bloody-mindedness, his entries in the various classes at the 

village show each year walked away with cups, shields and 

certificates. There had been rivals at one time or another, but 

they had all given up, or moved on to other interests, or sim-

ply curled up their horticultural toes.

Old Siegfried’s position as king of the allotments 

seemed secure and unthreatened, until one day his “steed” let 

him down. He attended his immaculate patch every day, come 

rain or shine, hell or high-water, making the short journey 

from his village-centre cottage to the allotments on a bicycle 

which gave every indication of being as scruffy and old as its 

rider. It was ancient and knackered, with a cracked brown 

leather saddle and  strange ram’s-horn handlebars with a 

scrappy basket between them which carried tools, vegetables, 

fruit, and Siegfried’s lunch as occasion required. The bike was 

an unbecoming rust colour, which on closer inspection was 

shown to be because it was, in fact, extremely rusty.

“It’ll see me out” was Old Siegfried’s dismissal of 

any criticism of his bike, or any suggestion that he should con-

sider replacing it. In this prediction he was, however, pro-

foundly in error. The sudden and catastrophic failure of the 

front forks caused a spectacular but short-lived flight into the 

roadside ditch; thankfully he was not actually injured and 

when he emerged he appeared no shabbier or grubbier than 

usual. But without his bike Siegfried was unable to attend to 

his allotment, and became morose and bad-tempered.

Old Siegfried was not exactly popular; it was more a 

case of being held in awe and appreciated like a very old but 

rather unsightly listed building, so when a group of villagers 

decided to “do something” about it they immediately received 

much support and many suggestions. When the level of this 

support became clear the ambitions of the villagers 

grew, from simply replacing Old Siegfried’s bicycle, to pro-

viding him with a top-of-the-range, state-of-the-art, bells-and-

whistles, all terrain mobility scooter. The cost would be about 

a couple of thousand, but this proved to be no obstacle; the 

money was quickly raised and the scooter bought.

Old Siegfried seemed very pleased with his gift, and 

readily agreed to be guest-of-honour at an official celebratory 

party to be held in the village hall. As the hall was next door 

to Siegfried’s cottage, he refused any help, and said he would 

walk round.

The party went with a swing, or at least a slow sway, 

and in due course the leader of the fund raisers stood up, 

called for silence, and made the obligatory speech.

“And we hope you enjoy your scooter for many years 

to come,” she concluded.

“Not much chance of that.” Old Siegfried shook his 

unkempt head.

“Why, whatever do you mean?” Everyone looked 

puzzled.

“I’ve already sold it, thank you,” Siegfried an-

nounced calmly. “I’m buying a sports-car.” He gave a leering 

wink. “That’s the way to pull the birds!”

No 82 solution 
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Local names and numbers 
Herts Police non-emergency number: 101 

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)
PC Steve Hunneysett               01707 354192 

PCSO Lee Clements 01707 354192

Fly-tipping reports
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000

Call the police if you see a crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Brownies
Rachel Friedli 01442 827577 

Guides
Sheila Hill 01442 823463

Beavers
Sarah Hodgson 01442 823787

Cubs
Jane Dawson 01442 827410

Scouts
Kate Blanchard 07971 404465

LM&P Horticultural Society
David Severs 01296 661021

Wilstone St Cross
Vicar  Rev’d Joanne Wetherall        01442 851200

Churchwardens

Andrew Minter 01442 823605

Ken Martin                                    01442 822894

Puttenham St Mary’s
Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis                01442 822170

Churchwardens

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

John Barron 01296 631351

Long Marston All Saints
Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister           01442 822170

Keyholder Carole Harrison            01296 668526

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman
Cllr Michael Tomlinson         01296 661311

Clerk to the Parish Council

   Lucy Bancroft                               07590 989202 

Villages Warden
Colin Reedman                        01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall
Hall hire: Liz Ayling                      07973 786389

Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 662849

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School
Kelly Wall        07830 215266

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group
Ali Driver                                01296 662482

Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club
Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School                 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

David Gauke                                  0207 219 4459

Or to make an appointment call:   01923 771781

Pet Dog Training
Claudia Cox 01296 668752

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Sing-Wilstone
Jo Woodbridge                             01442 891444

Village News
Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339

Whitchurch Morris Men
John Bush                                     01296 641382

Wilstone Allotment Assn.
Jane Waterhouse                           01442 826813

Wilstone Village Hall
Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096

Wilstone Toddlers
Jane Cole 01442 828272 

WI
Sue Barraclough 01296 668272

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167

Thank you …
To all our volunteer distributors who have 
delivered your Village News to every home 

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Rob Briant 07802 384151.

Village News 
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End.

Advertising enquiries:
Graham Thorpe

01442 822923

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Send your editorial contributions, articles, 

event notices, news and pictures to:

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is: 

Thursday 20 March 2014.

Mark Woodbridge will be your editor.

You can read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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Electric Bike Tours That Inspire !

ARE you a lapsed or infrequent cyclist looking for inspiration 

in 2014?

You may view a bicycle as a perfectly pleasant mode of trans-

port were it not for the fact that hills exist!

The electric bike is a brilliant invention combining your pedal 

power with an electric motor enabling you to glide up any 

incline.  It’s cycling without the pain, and a chance to rekindle 

your love of cycling and the great outdoors.  

The electric bike tours (www.electricbiketours.co.uk) combine 

the joys of cycling, English heritage and wonderful country-

side.  

The Berkhamsted tour around Ashridge makes you glad that 

you have a turbo-charged bike. No hill is a problem; every-

thing is doable, even the Ivinghoe Beacon. After lunch at the 

Bridgewater monument, the final leg sees Ashridge House 

throwing open their doors for an interesting walking tour, fol-

lowed by afternoon tea.  Then it’s home time, whizzing down 

the hill beside Berkhamsted Castle with memories of a won-

derful day in the saddle.

The Berkhamsted and St Albans tours are available from April 

to September 2014.  Come along to learn more about your 

local history, and enjoy the beautiful countryside and wildlife 

for a day.  

For more information and to book your preferred tour day 

please visit www.electricbiketours.co.uk or call your tour host 

Allan on 01442 927522 or 0771 9926660.

How to make cycling so much easier !

Contd. .from front page

The frightening fairy Feta and her ne’er do well nerd called 

Curd (Chris Hodges), who had a way with alternate bulging 

eyes, tricked the princess into pricking her finger, she falls 

asleep, and conveniently so do all the rest of the cast just be-

fore the interval. Suspiciously, I think that is so that the cast 

can get to the bar before the audience. I have checked this as-

pect from Grimm’s fairy tales, and I cannot fault their logic in 

arranging it so.

After a hundred years (or the 15 minute interval) we return to 

the plot. The Camembert has kissed the Baby Belle, who has 

awoken with a vague memory that her Prince was called Phil 

O’Delphia. (Sorry, that will just take too long to explain). 

Fairy Feta launches a new plot to kidnap the Prince for herself 

(Camembert and Feta? I don’t think so!) which all goes disas-

trously wrong, and she finds herself being captured and meets 

her end by being sliced in two by a magic G-string cheese cut-

ter. She still managed to sing at the end, I noticed, so it didn’t 

work that well!

Why is there a flea in my show? That was the great mystery of 

the panto, which was resolved when it became apparent that 

someone had to fly away and rescue the princess, and how 

would they do that, by using a flea of course, called..… you’ve 

guessed it…. Brie (itchingly played by Toby Davidson).  The 

other mystery to me is what a Gruffalo is (played by a cat 

called Kitty, who was in turn played by Malcolm Stark), but 

apparently every child under the age of 50 knows that. 

This first night performance was really good, very funny, and 

of course, full of cheesy gags I would not dream of plagiaris-

ing. The portcullis may have got into a pickle, phones failed to 

ring, and Parmeson forgot to put the milk bottles out before 

they all went to sleep for a hundred years, but the first night 

glitches that are so much part of panto, and were very funny. 

By the time you read this, the panto will have finished, so if 

you haven’t seen it, you will have no idea what I have been 

talking about!

Congratulations to Neil for another most entertaining event. 

Special mention should be made of the chorus boys and girls 

who did a brilliant job learning and delivering so many rou-

tines. And as ever, the production boys and girls have created 

some great sets, and the special lighting effects worked well, 

especially the flying flea. And particular mention is to be made 

of the costumes and the make-up, all of which was Edam 

good!

Note: The Sleeping Beauty (The Beauty sleeping in the Wood) 

by the Brothers Grimm is a classic fairy-tale involving a beau-

tiful princess, enchantment of sleep, and a handsome prince. 

Written as an original literary tale, it was first published 

by Charles Perrault in 1697. There is a part two to the tale, 

which is particularly unpleasant. I don’t like to think how Neil 

would have dealt with cannibalism and the Queen dying in a 

bath of vipers. Still, anything is possible in panto! 

More photographs by John Kaye on back page.
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