
February 2018 Village News 
Your independent village 
magazine - produced and  
delivered free to every 
home in the Tring Rural 
villages entirely by local 
volunteers.

Inside this issue: 

For the people in Astrope, Gubblecote, Little Tring, Long Marston, Puttenham & Wilstone 

Special features 
 

• Council precept            7 

• Hospice of St Francis 18 

• Longub Puttastone 16 

• College lake             24 

• Recipe  25 

 

We depend on readers’ 
articles and pictures.  
So let’s have them! 

Council report 6 ,7 

W.I News 8 

Letters 9 

Wilstone shop 10 

Sudoku 14 

 

Church services 3 

Puttenham Page 23 

Local contacts 26 

Pumptrack Public Participation  Meeting 

The Bardaid Box      by Paul Eccentric & Toby Davidson 

AFTER saving the old telephone box in Station road, 
Long Marston, Bardaid redecorated and reopened as 
a library. On December 3

rd
they staged a wonderful 

opening ceremony followed by an afternoon’s poetry 
recital in the Victory Hall. 
 
Bardaid and Animal Antiks would like to thank 
everybody who braved the cold on Sunday the 3rd of 
December, to help us to launch our new community 
library in the long defunct K6 telephone kiosk on 
Station Rd, Long Marston. We'd especially like to 
thank the ladies of the WI who, not only made it 
possible for us to use The Victory Hall for the poetry 
performance that followed the ceremony, but also 
made the cakes and both supplied and served teas 
and coffees all afternoon. We would also like to thank 
bestselling author Carole Mathews for finding the time 
in her busy schedule to cut the ribbon; John and  

Margaret Noakes, for supplying the winter pansies and the snowdrops that brighten 
up our little box, and the poets and tale tellers, (Mat Lloyd, Poeterry, Simon Cleary, 
Vanessa, George Stanworth, Fay Roberts and Giovanni Espozita) who all 
performed for us on the day and then donated copies of their books to our shelves. 
Last, but by no means least, we would like to 
thank all the people of Long Marston who have 
offered words of support for our project; added 
to the library's expanding collection and helped 
us to keep it clean and tidy. 
 
BARDAID was started in 2010 by beat poets 
'The Antipoet' and their manager, Donna. Their 
remit was to raise money to buy non 
curriculum, contemporary poetry books to put 
into school libraries with the intention of 
inspiring the digital generation to both read and 
create their own new works. They did this by 
putting on more than 300 free 'Lyrical Cabaret' 
nights in London and the South East. A whip-
round, held at the end of each event, was then 
used to buy books from performing poets. Once 
they'd collected £200 worth, they would be 
given to the next poet to be visiting a school, 
who would donate them on BARDAID's behalf. 

Continued on the back page 

Carole Matthews 

The old telephone box 

Long Marston Victory Hall    Wednesday 28th February 7:15 

See page 12 

From the Vicarage                21
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Village News Church services 
 

St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
You are most welcome to join us at any of the 

services 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 

by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 

Let us know if we are not! 

The next edition will be for March 2018 and 

the deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 14 February 2018.  
 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
 

Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   

Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   

Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 

Editor this month: Toby Davidson  
Editorial Team  

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Toby Davidson,      

Caroline Clist, John McCall, Colin Moore. 

email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       40 Tring Road Wilstone HP23 4PB  

Phone:    Colin Moore  01442 826976 
 

Distribution Manager 

Rob Briant 07802 384151 

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

Toby Davidson 07970 636168 

Advertising Manager 

Amanda Russell 07885 891634 

email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

A very happy new year to all our readers. 

 

This month has a particular emphasis on 

important Tring Rural Parish Council business 

which I would encourage you to read especially 

the explanation about the increase in the council 

precept on page 7. 

 

The council have also set up a meeting for all 

parishioners to participate in the discussion to 

install a pump track on the recreation ground at 

Long Marston. As a controversial development 

within our community, I would encourage 

anyone with a view on this to come to the 

meeting (see page 12 

 

It is also pantomime month at the Victory hall in 

Long Marston. All the thrills and spills of a 

traditional pantomime are promised in Neil 

Gurney’s ‘Mother Goose” during the February 

half term holiday. 

 

February 4th 

All Saints  10am Sunday Worship 

St Cross   10am Holy Communion 

St Mary’s  3:30pm Holy Communion (BCP) 

 

February 11th  

St Cross   10am Sunday Worship 

All Saints  10am Holy Communion 

St Mary’s  3:30pm Evening Prayer 

All Saints  6pm Evening Prayer 

 

February 14th  Beginning of Lent 

St Cross   10am Ash Wednesday Service 

 

February18th 

All Saints  10am Sunday Worship for all 

St Cross   10am Holy Communion 

St Mary’s  3:30pm Taize 

 

February 25th  

St Cross   10am Worship for all 

All Saints  10am Family Communion 

St Mary’s  3:30pm Evensong 

 

February 27th   

St Cross   10am Holy Communion 

All Saints  Long Marston  
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What’s on... 

Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings  
Are held at 8pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month.  

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

 7 February 2018 Long Marston Victory Hall  

 7 March 2018 Cecelia Hall, Puttenham 

 Parish Meeting 8pm.  Council Meeting 8:15 

 4 April Wilstone Village Hall 

Friday 16 February 

Film Night, “Victoria and Abdul”, Wilstone village hall, 7.15 

for 8pm 

Thursday 15 to Saturday 17 February 

Long Marston pantomime “Mother Goose”   

Long Marston Victory Hall 7:30pm  (2pm Matinee Saturday) 

Sunday 18 February 

Open mic night. Queens Head, Long Marston 8pm 

Sunday 4 March 

Spring Lunch. Cecelia Hall, Puttenham 

Sunday 4 March 

The Zimmermen. Queens Head, Long Marston 5-7pm 

Friday 16 March 

Film Night, “Paddington 2”, Wilstone village hall, 7.15 for 

8pm 

Sunday 18 March 

Open mic night. Queens Head, Long Marston 8pm 

Friday 23 March 

Quiz night, Long Marston Cricket Club 8pm Teams of 8 

Saturday 24 March 

Chilli and vinyl night.  Queens Head, Long Marston 7pm 

Friday 6 April 

Cecelia tea rooms. Cecelia Hall, Puttenham 

Friday 13 April 

The Attention Seekers, Long Marston Victory Hall 

Sunday 15 April 

Open mic night. Queens Head, Long Marston 8pm 

Saturday 28 April 

Jumble Sale. Cecelia Hall, Puttenham 

Sunday 29 April 

The Zimmermen. Queens Head, Long Marston 5-7pm 

Tuesday 1 May 

May day madrigals. St Mary’s church, Puttenham 6am 

Saturday 5 May 

Gourmet night. Long Marston Cricket Club 

Thursday 10 May 

Badapple theatre company. Cecelia Hall, Puttenham 

Sunday 13 May 

Open mic night. Queens Head, Long Marston 8pm 

Friday 25 May 

Village football match. Long Marston recreation ground 6pm 

Diary dates… 

Half Moon Scrabble Night 
Last Sunday of every month 

The Big Pancake Party has officially returned this year to raise money 
to tackle hunger! 

The idea is simple 

If you will be marking Shrove Tuesday with pancakes this year, why 
not invite some friends and family over and raise some money for 
those going hungry? 

By paying for pancakes, or for entry, or by hosting some competitions,
you can turn an ordinary Pancake Day into a great party for a good 
cause. 

Here are your 5 steps to hosting the perfect Pancake Party >> 

Why get involved? 

Since the last Big Pancake Party, we have released new research 
into the extent of food poverty in our country. It was a difficult read. 

Food banks: Our research showed that 1 in 50 British adults used a 
food bank in 2016. 

Birthdays: 1 in 10 missed celebrating a special occasion like Christ-
mas or their birthday because they could not afford it. 

Skipping meals: 1 in 20 British adults skipped a meal because they 
could not afford to eat. 

Worry: 13% of Britons have worried they would not be able to afford 
food for themselves of their family. 

Food poverty is a serious problem in our country. Although the Big 
Pancake Party is a lot of fun for everyone involved, it is much more 
than that. 

How your Pancake Party could make a difference 

Thanks to the support from the Pancake Party in 2017, the Together 
Network has stepped up its work to bring an end to food poverty. With 
community fridges, new workers focused on food poverty, and more 
holiday clubs than ever before, the Together Network has made a real 
dent into food poverty in England. 

By hosting a Big Pancake Party in your church, school or community, 
you will be supporting the critical work that the Together Network is 
delivering, in 2018 and beyond. 

Host a Big Pancake Party where you are and raise money to help end 
hunger in England . 

If you have any questions about getting your Big Pancake Party 
started, please don't hesitate to get in touch on the links below. 

Thanks in advance, 

Anna, Donna, and the everyone at team Big Pancake Party 

E: hello@cuf.org.uk   T: 0207 898 1091    www.pancakeparty.org.uk 
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  
villagers.  In reply to questions he said that Dacorum 

Borough Council had identified this gap in the provision for 

young people in the parish and that DBC were paying for it. 

Councilors needed to decide which location was to put to the 

public consultation - Wilstone or Long Marston - as petitions 

had been received in favour of each village, but there was 

only money for one. (In case, like your correspondent, you 

were by now wondering what a 'pump track' is, there are 

some good video links on the TRPC website which show 

examples in use by kids on bikes, scooters and skateboards.) 

Pressed to a vote, Long Marston got it, for reasons which will 

no doubt be repeated as part of the consultation. The 

favoured location on the Long Marston recreation ground is 

near to the outdoor gym equipment.  Details of the 

consultation process will be published shortly so that all 

villagers have the opportunity to contribute. 

 

Working parties and champions 
Cllr. Fox presented his ideas for the Parish Council plan and 

his flow diagram received much acclaim, leaving observers 

hungry for a glimpse of this apparently splendid document. 

Thirteen priorities from the parish survey have been 

identified (an unlucky omen?) and these will be grouped to 

become the basis for three working parties; Traffic, Safe 

Walking Routes and Community Cohesion. The ensuing 

discussion covered the importance of having clear leadership 

for each working party and this could include members of the 

public who have special expertise. There is a need for 

champions who show the necessary passion to drive change. 

For each working party there needs to be a scoping document 

showing objectives, timescale and resources, ready for 

presentation to the Council and this should include options 

for external funding.  

 

A good football result 
There was much praise for Cllr. Winship's work in drawing 

up an agreement with Long Marston FC for the use of the 

changing rooms. It was agreed that the new one-year 

agreement should start from 1st January 2018 and should be 

reviewed after six months to check if there are any problems. 

It was agreed that the agreement should hand full 

responsibility over to LMFC, including the decision on 

opening times for the toilet facility. At the January meeting 

Cllr. Winship confirmed that he had signed the agreement on 

behalf of the Council. 

 

Building in Wilstone? 
The Chairman mentioned the pressure on Dacorum Council 

to build more houses. DBC had included in their schedule of 

Mince pies and the Wilstone 

notice board 
Before the December meeting started the Chairman 

generously offered mince pies to everyone, including 

members of the public. However this created a problem for 

an early item on the agenda as the conversation between 

Cllrs. Chalmers and Lovis – about where to put the new 

notice board in Wilstone – was partly inaudible due to 

mouthfuls of pie. The conclusion seemed to be that they 

would later get together to make a decision and that the cost 

would be up to £1,000. (The mince pies were delicious.) 

 

Some light on the budget 

increase for 2018 
In December the Chairman presented the budget spreadsheet 

for 2018 on the specially erected screen and apologised for 

the fact that it was impossible to read the numbers, even after 

the lights were dimmed. This made understanding a real 

challenge but the most relevant facts seemed to be that the 

budgeted precept to cover all known costs has been 

calculated at £24,000. However this will be increased by 

£2,000 in order to maintain the recommended reserve for 

unexpected items of £12,000. The good news is that there is 

a further £11,000 left over from the Solar Park fund and this 

is available for additional projects. It was agreed that this 

should not be spent just because it is available and justifiable 

spending cases must be made. At the January meeting 

councilors approved the final budget for 2018. The total 

budget requirement was confirmed as £26,090, an increase of 

£9,760 over 2017. Cllr. Morgan went to some lengths to 

explain that this significant increase was driven by the 

requirement to increase the reserves back to the 

recommended 20% and by other known additional costs such 

as £1,000 provision for holiday pay (Clerk and Warden), a 

£700 increase in insurance premiums and a £500 provision 

for future election costs. The "Village Precept" element of a 

Band D Council Tax bill for 2018 will be £40.87, up from 

£26.41 in 2017. Councillors agreed to publish an explanation 

of the tax increase in Village News. 

 

Consultation over skate 'pump 

track' 
After considerable discussion over the preceding months 

involving site visits, working parties and petitions, Cllr. 

Thirkettle pressed councilors to come to a decision, at least 

on the proposal that was to be put out to consultation with 
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 
 

Your Parish Councillors are: 

Malcolm Morgan  (Chairman) 01296 661747 

Liz Ayling   01296 661384 

Doug Chalmers   07885 962818 

Nigel Fox    01296 662922 

Paul Lovis   01442 827193 

John Thirkettle 01296 661825 

Nici Ward   01296 668818 

Martin Winship   01296 662388 

 

The Clerk to the Council is : 

Mrs Lucy Bancroft   email:clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

The Villages Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website: 

http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/  

You can view and comment on planning applications at: 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 

 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

 have a vacancy for the post of 

Secretary 

The post is voluntary and responsibilities include: preparing 

Agendas, attending meetings and taking Minutes. Can you 

spare a few hours a month to take on this interesting role? 

 

For more information about the vacancy, please contact: 

Chairman Richard Smissen on (01442) 823253 or at 

richard.smissen@btinternet.com

A Happy New Year to all residents! 

At the meeting in January, the Parish Council took the 

decision to increase the Precept.  The precept is the 

amount of Council Tax that Dacorum Collects on behalf 

of Tring Rural Parish Council and represents TRPC’s 

main source of income for the year. 

The increase for 2018-2019, compared to last year is a 

total amount of £9760, or approximately £15 per annum 

for a Band D household.  This is mainly as a result of hav-

ing to cover the following: 

 £2,000 to build up level of general reserves 

£3,250 increase in Open Spaces Maintenance for the ac-

tions identified in Risk Assessment 

£1,100 increase due to holiday pay requirements for our 

Clerk and Warden 

£1,000 increase for playground maintenance, grass cutting 

and cemetery 

£750 for insurance, training, website 

£500 for elections in preparation for 2019 

 If you would like to get in touch, please do so via the 

website, Facebook, Twitter or Instagram accounts, call us, 

write to us or better still, come along to a meeting and see 

how it all works. 

A notice from Tring Rural Parish Coun-

cil regarding the precept 

possibilities a plot adjacent to Grange Road, Wilstone, where 

around 30 houses could be built. It was agreed that the idea 

should not be rejected outright but instead there should be a 

request for TRPC to be involved in design and consideration 

of the implications, in particular the impact on infrastructure 

and services. This seemed likely to be the subject of 

immediate controversy until it was revealed that the building 

would not take place until year 2031! That’s real long term 

planning. 

 

Ownership of the Long Marston 

recreation ground 
The Chairman announced in December that the legal title of 

the recreation ground had been transferred back to TRPC, 

thus drawing to a close a curious and mysterious episode 

which was the cause of some correspondence to this 

magazine in 2017. Best not ask, perhaps. 

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk 
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Trip to Stratford upon Avon 
 

ON  6th December, I decided to go on a day trip to 

Stratford upon Avon with Masons coach hire 

which involved a 3 hour canal boat ride with a 3 

course Christmas dinner. 

Despite the driving rain we got caught in whilst on 

the M40, we arrived there in glorious sunshine. A 

quick transfer to the boat as we were running a 

little late, we were soon on our way through the 

first lock. I decided to join 3 delightful companions 

for lunch who were experienced ‘Masons’ 

travellers. 

 

Each lock took time to get through, giving us the 

chance to admire the countryside as we were 

served a delicious meal. After a 15 minute turn 

around to stretch our legs, the conversation 

continued to flow as we steadily made our way 

back. 

 

Once back at the dock, the sun had once again 

come out, so our bus driver gave us an hour to go 

round the Christmas 

market. I took the 

opportunity to look 

at the Swan theatre 

before buying a 

couple of items 

from a bric-a-brac 

stall. 

 

It was a well 

organised trip and I 

look forward to 

doing some more 

journeys with 

Masons in 2018. 

 

Toby Davidson 

W.I. News            by Maggie Winship 

The first of December found members and visitors 
enjoying a Christmas Workshop in the village 
hall, busily making door swags, and table decorations. 
As in the first part of the workshop, (held the previous 
year), all the greenery, ribbons, baubles and anything 
else that we might need were provided to enable us to 

make our 
wonderful 
creations. 
In late January 
we are holding 
the first of our 
regular Craft 
Club evenings, 
and are 
planning to 
make green 
hearts to 
decorate 
the village 
Christmas tree, 
to show our 
support for care 
of the 
environment.  
The club is to be 
held on the third 
Wednesday of 

every month, and as well as being a sociable get-
together we hope to turn our hands to crafts that we 
have not tried before. 
In February we will once again be leaving small 
bouquets around the villages, to both promote the WI 

and brighten 
up the day of 
anyone who 
finds one. If you 
come across one 
of these bunches 
of "lonely 
flowers", please 
give it a good 
home. 
We have a busy 
year planned, 
with various 
outings to 
theatres and 
places of 
interest. Also 
some exciting 
Open meetings. 
In March our 
speaker will be 
talking about 

HS2, which should be of concern to many local people, 
and as always we will  welcome everyone who would 
like to come along. 
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Letters to the editor ... 

Neighbourhood watch 
 

As most readers of the Village News will be aware I am the 

Parish (Village) Warden, a position I have held for the last 

16 years. I am also the caretaker of Wilstone Cemetery (30 

years). Also presently the caretaker of Wilstone Village Hall 

and one of the volunteers in the Wilstone Community Shop 

where I deal with newspaper returns. What may not be com-

monly known is that I am also the Neighbourhood Watch 

Co-ordinator for Wilstone. At present I have some 54 Wil-

stone households on my Watch. The purpose of this article is 

to try and recruit more members. Neighbourhood Watch, 

which is operated by the police throughout the country, has 

many thousands of members. At present 27 per cent of all 

Dacorum residents are members. The benefits of being a 

member are numerous.  As  well as receiving E-Mail mes-

sages via the Online Watch Link (OWL) which circulates 

relevant details of local crime issues in your local area, in-

cluding crime prevention advice, links are also available to a 

number of community services such as to how report high-

way/street lighting defects and fly tipping etc. I appreciate 

that we are fortunate in living in an area which has  low 

crime figures but we should not be complacent, particularly 

in relation to opportunist crime and the increase in scams etc 

via the internet. It is very easy to join and is free. Either go 

to www.owl.co.uk and fill in the on-line form or contact me 

direct on 01442-822031 and I will do it for you. Either way 

you will become a member of my Watch. On becoming a 

member you will receive your own password which will 

allow you to change any of your personal details as may be 

required from time to time. Personal information stored on 

the OWL system is totally secure. As a member you may be 

able obtain reduced premiums on house/contents insurance. 

This article is intended for the information of Wilstone resi-

dents ONLY. I understand that, at present, there is no co-

ordinator covering Long Marston or Puttenham. If there is 

someone willing to take on the position, which is not oner-

ous, they should dial 101 and ask to speak to the Safer 

Neighbourhood Team or Watch Liaison Officer. 

 

Colin Reedman 

Long Marston Football Club 

The report in the Village news (December 2017) about the 

Long Marston football club changing rooms is not what was 

discussed at the November parish council meeting. I ques-

tioned this at the December meeting and was backed up by 

the clerk to the council 

 

Where did this report come from? 

 

Daphne Bateman 

Read Village News online 

Please note that Village News is only available at  
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

Broadband update 
 

Despite the risk that – on the face of it – Wilstone already has 

access to Superfast broadband via a Fibre-to-the-Cabinet 

(FTTC) connection, Openreach admit that, due to the dis-

tances involved, it’s not workable. 

I was concerned that this might be viewed by Openreach and 

the UK Government as a “tick in the box” for Superfast 

Broadband access but it seems Connected Counties are on the 

case. Here is the latest response I have received from them. It 

looks like we’ll have to wait for another year or so, but at 

least we have no immediate need to pursue local funding for 

a cabled solution, available to all. Fibre to the Premises 

sounds promising and should allow for very high speeds to be 

achievable. 

 In the meantime, Village Networks can provide a wireless 

fast broadband solution for most village residents (15-

30Mbps speeds, based on my experience) 

 

Thank you for getting in touch with the programme. 

 I can confirm that although your current cabinet has been 

upgraded to fibre, as you are not able to achieve superfast 

speeds we have been able to include you within further plans 

for Fibre to the Premises (FTTP). 

 The estimated timescale for this delivery is currently set for 

December 2018 or before. 

 I hope this is positive news, though I can appreciate the 

timescales are not ideal. We will look to publish further in-

formation on our rollout as it becomes available through our 

website - http://www.connectedcounties.org   

 In the meantime please get back in touch if you have any 

further questions or concerns. 

 

Frank Beck 

 

Allotment News 

 
At the time of writing Christmas 2017 has come/gone and 

the New Year 2018 is here;  so a very happy new year to 

everyone. 

We have decided it is fruitless to attempt to dig over or un-

dertake any work as such on our two half plots, whilst the 

ground has been frozen or waterlogged.  The best plan or 

"excuse" is too sit in the warmth and comfort of the living 

room, with the puppy at our feet except for "walkies"!!   So 

we are planning the year ahead by going through seed cata-

logues and placing orders. 

We did not complete all planned work on plot no. 10 last 

year, namely 1 no. raised bed and the renewal of the fence 

around the plot.  Also the raspberry bed needs sorting out 

and the fruit cage, which was purchased in 2016, needs to be 

installed hopefully within this year, 2018!! 

The new Plot no. 11 still needs a lot of work, but this is go-

ing to be a long term project taking place over the coming 

year or two. 

 

Ursula and Steve 
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Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 
 
We aim to serve the Community by: 

 

● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 

● Stocking home-made and local produce 

● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

Annual Members Meeting 
2nd Feb 18 @ 7.00 pm 

New Volunteers Welcome 

Come along to the hall on Friday 2nd

February at 7.00 pm and enjoy a com-
plimentary drink and nibbles whilst our 
brief Annual Members Meeting gets un-
derway.  We are actively seeking feed-
back about our performance and how 
we can improve the service we offer.  
You don’t have to be a shareholder to 
attend the meeting but it’s simple to be-
come one — a share costs just £5.  
Please ask at the shop or on the night 
for further details. 

Special Offer Days 

Two of our lovely volunteers at work 

We are always looking to expand our pool of 

volunteers.  The average shift is 3 hours, but 

even if you can’t to commit to a regular slot, we 

would love to have you in our bank of cover vol-

unteers to fill in when our regular volunteers are 

away or ill.  If you only have evenings available 

and enjoy working as part of a team, perhaps you 

would consider being part of our management 

committee?  Phone Ali or Diana on 01442 

891167 

Last minute panic?  Forgotten about Valentine’s 
Day?! Don’t despair, the Community Shop can come 
to your rescue!  Not only do we have cards and a 
wide range of chocolates in stock, but at the time of 
going to print we are also hoping to have specially-
decorated cupcakes and / or fresh flowers.  So tune 
into your romantic side and pick up something local 
and different for your loved one. 

Keep your eyes peeled, Ali, our wonderful shop 

manager has instigated special offer days, much 

to the delight of passing customers.  Get a freshly 

made sausage bap and a cup of tea or coffee for 

£2.50 on selected days only —see the shop board 

for weekly offers. 

Valentine’s Day 
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 
• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 
• References available 
 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
 www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

• For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements 

• Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing, 

fault finding & repair 

• Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair 

• Complete bathroom installations & design 

• No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out 

charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   

 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

HAIR   BY   EMMA 
 
A friendly Hairdresser & Barber with over 
20yrs experience, I'm a mobile hairdresser so 
there's no need for you to leave the house 
 

Call Emma on 07701029803 or  
email emmaprentice0@icloud.com

Find me on Facebook: Hair By Emma 
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Pump track proposal from Tring Rural Parish Council 
 
The need to provide a facility for 4-16 old children in our parish has been identified by Dacorum 

Borough Council (DBC), as a priority. DBC has offered Tring Rural Parish Council (TRPC) an 

opportunity for the installation of a suitable facility in the parish. After several meetings TRPC have 

proposed a suitable facility located at Long Marston recreation ground for the installation of a ’pump 

track’ (a micro scooter and bmx style system).  

 

The area identified to install the 'pump track' is in front of the outdoor gym equipment. Video links of 

the proposed system are available on the TRPC website (see links for more information). The next step 

in the process is to set up an open meeting for the public to voice their opinions on this proposal. 

 

TRPC would formally like to notify all parishioners that a public meeting to discuss all aspects of 

the proposal will take place on Wednesday 28th February 2018 in Long Marston Victory Hall at 

7:15pm. All parishioners who have an interest are encouraged to attend this meeting. 

 

Any parishioners who can not attend the public meeting should contact the company directly or 

Councilor Thirkettle, both of whom will be happy to discuss any concerns. 

ebalmer@theukrampco.com 
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

ROOFING 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

Local  
General Builder 

Do you need a 
reliable general builder? 

 
Bricklayer by trade,  

but can do many more jobs. 
 

Please call 
 

Darren Paul 
 

Home: 01296 662168 
Mobile: 07581 624008 

PET SITTERS Since 2000 

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE! 
 

We walk feed clean out &  Cuddle. 

Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals 

Registered with NARP 

Call Beverley Cornthwaite 

Tel.no 01442822191   Mob 07967019031 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 
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No 117 moderate 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore 

. Solution on page 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

HAVING barely recovered from our 150th year celebrations it 

seem the 2018 season is fast approaching. 2017 has seen 

some major changes on the Board of Directors for the club 

with Paul Dumpleton (Chair), Russell Dunn (Treasurer) and 

Kevin Winfield (Ground Manager) all stepping down after 

countless years of service between them. I am sure I speak 

for everyone at the club when I offer our sincerest thanks to 

these gentlemen for all their time and effort over the years. 

Their experience will be greatly missed. 

Stepping into the breach is Simon McLeman as Treasurer and 

myself as Chairman with the continuing support of Lee 

Beesley as Vice-Chairman and Cricket Development 

Manager and Paul Marsh as Secretary. 

 On the playing front we started winter nets at Chesham 

School on the 14.1.18. and, as I write this, we have recruited 

five new players over the winter and will be welcoming 

Jeremy Smith back from New Zealand for another season. 

The 1st Eleven under its new Captain James Beesley 

(currently playing in Australia) will challenge once again for 

the Cherwell League Division 1 title. Meanwhile our second 

eleven under its new captain Mathew Wareham, is newly 

promoted to division 4 for the first time in the clubs history. 

 We are hoping to strengthen our junior section once again, 

any interested youngsters please contact Lee Beesley on 

develop@longmarstoncc.co.uk . We would also welcome 

new players of all ages and if you are interested in scoring or 

umpiring, vital roles at any club, please get in touch.  

Finally, one date for the diary is that our Quiz Night is 23rd 

march. 

I look forward to seeing you at Long Marston CC in the new 

season. 

 

Christopher Bowles, 

chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Cracking Flags February 2018 

 
2nd Denmark (Battle of Mysunde 1864) 

4th Sri Lanka 

6th Union Jack 

 (Accession of Queen Elizabeth II) 

7th Grenada 

11th Japan 

13th Cumbria 

14th St Valentine’s 

15th Serbia 

16th Lithuania 

17th Kosova 

18th Gambia 

19th Union Jack  

 (Birthday of Prince Andrew) 

22nd Scouts 

23rd Brunei 

24th Estonia 

25th Kuwait 

27th Dominican Republic 

Open Mic Night 
At the Queens Head every month 

Sunday  18th February 

Sunday 18th March 

Trustee Required 
 

Tring Rural Parish Council are looking for a volunteer to rep-

resent the Tring Rural Parish on the board of Tring Charities.   

 Tring Charities can trace its history as far back as the Eliza-

bethan Poor Laws, but today is focused on administering the 

Alms Houses, Allotments (Tring & Long Marston) and the 

Millennium Educational Fund.  Doug Chalmers, one of our 

Councilors will be taking up one of the Trustee posts. 

Meetings are held three times per year, and there is also a 

requirement for one of the Trustees to visit the allotments 

annually.  Meetings normally take place on a weekday eve-

ning.  Trustees are also asked to take on the role of visiting 

and being a point of contact for three of the Alms house 

households. 

 

If you are interested in representing Tring Rural, please con-

firm this interest in writing to Lucy Bancroft, Clerk to the 

Council, 8 Station Road, Long Marston or email her at trin-

gruralclerk@gmail.com 
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

F.R Jeffery & Son 
 Coal Merchant 

Coal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Kiln Dried Logs,  

 & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances  
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact us on: 01296 661258 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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The Fish Get Their Chips                                     by Martin Winship 
A Story of Longub Puttastone 

WITH a clanging of its bell, like a belated Santa’s sleigh, the 

Fish and Chips van pulled up outside the Half Head pub, 

where a queue had already formed, their breath smoking in 

the chill of the evening. Rodney Shoemaker finished his pint 

at the bar, and went outside to join the others, waiting to 

order their suppers. He found himself standing in line behind 

Ben Winchester, who had decided to treat his much younger 

wife to a romantic candle-lit fish and chip supper. The 

excitement was causing Ben some discomfort however; his 

attempts to adjust his surgical strapping inconspicuously were 

not entirely successful. Rodney became quite alarmed, but 

diplomatically refrained from offering to help. 

 

He and Ben were distracted from their immediate concerns 

by the sound of raised voices coming from the front of the 

queue; Old Siegfried’s was instantly recognisable as he 

bellowed “Ow much?” in a very Arkwright, from Open All 

Hours sort of tone. The van operator, Ferdinand the Fish, 

looked hot and flustered. 

“It’s not my fault” he insisted, wiping his forehead on his 

striped apron. “It’s the Fish Stocks – they’re depleted. And 

there’s the Quotas.” 

 

Old Siegfried did not look impressed. “It’s an outrage! Half 

as much more than last week for a scrap of fish! If your fish 

was depleted any more than it is it would disappear! I had a 

goldfish when I was a lad – had more meat on it!” 

“Look, Siggy, do you want your fish and chips or not?” 

demanded an exasperated Ferdinand. 

 

“I’ll have to have them – I’ve nothing else in the house.” 

Siegfried took his wrapped up supper and paid his money, 

still grumbling, and stomped off without saying goodnight. 

He was not the only unhappy customer. Most of them had a 

moan or two about how expensive their portions were 

becoming. 

“Used to be a poor man’s meal. You need a flipping 

mortgage nowadays!” was a typical remark. 

Eventually, Ben Winchester having received his order – and 

paid for it without complaint (his mind being on other things) 

- Rodney found himself alone with Ferdinand. 

 

“I suppose you’re going to have a pop at me too, are you 

Rodney?” asked Ferdinand in a voice of resigned suffering. 

“Of course not my old fryer,” Rodney reassured him. He took 

a step closer, and became rather confidential. “As a matter of 

fact, I was just thinking I might be able to help you. I might 

be able to supply you with fish at a much better price – no 

questions asked, of course.” He winked at Ferdinand. 

Ferdinand pursed his lips. “Always open to a good deal, 

Rodney; always.” 

 

When Rodney arrived back at his cottage later that evening, 

he put his fish and chips in the oven to keep warm, and went 

out to his shed with a torch. The door squealed its protest as 

he wrenched it open, and countless spider eyes sparkled in 

the beam of his torch. He started to pull the jumbled 

assortment of stuff this way and that, moving boxes and odd 

piles, and penetrating deeper into the mysteries of his shed 

like an archaeologist revealing the secrets of a Viking tomb. 

He was temporarily side-tracked when he came across a very 

battered carton which contained his Hornby Double-O train 

set; but it was not what he was after. At last, he pulled aside a 

rough square of plywood, and there was the dull brown metal 

box, with a waterproof hinged lid, and large “W.D.” letters 

stamped prominently on one side. It was one of many odd 

items which he had inherited from his Uncle Claud, one-time 

Quarter Master Sergeant Major in the local Territorial Army. 

During his distinguished service, Uncle Claud had “liberated” 

many interesting and potentially useful items, and they had 

mostly ended up in Rodney’s shed. 

 

Rodney prized the stiff lid up, and shone his torch down at the 

contents. Inside were several small green Easter egg-shaped 

objects, with a sort of ring-and-pin arrangement at one end. 

“Bingo” said Rodney. 

In the wee-small hours, much of the population of Longub 

Puttastone was woken up by a series of muffled, yet still very 

loud, detonations. Those who were sufficiently disturbed to 

get up and, pausing only to slip on a dressing gown or coat, 

venture outside, met up, and in the confused discussion which 

followed, could agree only on one thing. The explosions had 

definitely come from the direction of the nearby Grand Onion 

Canal. 

 

Next morning, when the various dog-walkers and early 

morning joggers took their accustomed route along the 

towpath, they were all surprised and dismayed to discover 

that one of the locks on the canal had, inexplicably, partly 

collapsed. There were several limp silvery bodies floating in 

the turbid water. 

 

When, as arranged, Rodney turned up to his clandestine 

meeting with Ferdinand, he had half-a-dozen cold boxes in 

the back of his pickup truck. Ferdinand took one of the lids 

off, and looked suspiciously at the rather grey fillets of fish 

revealed. 

“Smells alright,” he admitted. “What sort of fish did you say 

this was?” 

Rodney hesitated. “Er, it’s, er, Navigation Haddock” he 

announced at length. 

“Never heard of it. Still, beggars can’t be choosers – and no 

one can beat your price. Here’s your money.” 

 

The next time Rodney saw Ferdinand in his van, he asked, 

confidentially, if he would be taking another “shipment”. 

Ferdinand glowered down at Rodney. “You must be joking! I 

got more complaints than ever. Customers said the fish was 

disgusting – like something out of the canal!” 

Rodney frowned, then his face brightened. “How about spuds 

then? I know where I can get my hands on a load of potatoes, 

dead cheap…..” 

 

He was interrupted by a flying frozen fish cake which shot 

past his head like an ice hockey puck. He took this to mean 

that Ferdinand was not interested, and decided to make 

himself scarce. 
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For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk 

Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 
(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

B&B available 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 
www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ”

♦ Furniture & Accessories 

♦ Mirrors & Pictures 

♦ St. Eval Candles & Diffusers 

♦ Gifts & Textiles 
 

We also stock items by local artists,  

including Love Heart horseshoes.

We are your local stockists of Frenchic®  

furniture paint & stencils. We also stock 

vintage & new handles and knobs, every-

thing you need to transform that tired piece 

of furniture. 

 
50 Western Road, Tring. www.nickysharpinteriors.co.uk 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinjkeable@gmail.com
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Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 
 

Member of the British Chiropody  

and Podiatry Association 
 

For a home visit, telephone  

07969 741792 or 01296 630189  

Looking for a window cleaner? 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 or go to my  
website at www.tcswindowcleaning.co.uk  

Contact Isalie on 07879 068104 
Email: Claire@isalie.co.uk  
Website: www.isalie.co.uk 

All events can be tailored to your personal taste  
by Claire and her team. 

Parties   -   Funeral Hospitality   -   Weddings   -   Cakes  
Christenings   -   Barbecues.  

Local family  
caterers based in 
Tring and  
Berkhamsted. 
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of Morocco when he takes on Trek Sahara for the 

Hospice later this year. Mark has signed up for this 

year’s challenge that will see him trekking 50km 

across dried up river beds, sand dunes and sun-

baked plains before setting up camp. 

The week-long trek, which takes place from 10th-

17th November, will end with a two-day community 

project in Marrakech helping to improve conditions 

at a local centre for street children, a medical day 

clinic or a home for the elderly. 

If you’d like to join Mark and his fellow trekkers on 

this trip of a lifetime, contact 

Claire.jones@stfrancis.org.uk  

Cycle or Run for us! 

We’re looking for people to saddle up for us in two 

of London’s most iconic cycling events this year – 

Nightrider on 9th-10th June – which offers the 

chance to explore the capital at night – and Pruden-

tial Ride London-Surrey 100 on 29th July.

However, if you prefer to keep both feet on the 

ground and running is more your thing, we have 

places available for the Brighton Marathon on Sun-

day 15th April. Please email 

Claire.jones@stfrancis.org.uk  

Make a Will Month 

March sees the return of our annual Make a Will 

Month, where solicitors supporting the Hospice will 

be offering to make your Will and waive their fee in 

lieu of a donation to the Hospice.  

For more information visit 

www.stfrancis.org.uk/makeawillmonth  

Dates for the Diary 

Saturday 12th May - Join us for the glittering bian-

nual Spring Ball, at Heatherden Hall, Pinewood 

Studios. For tickets, visit our website or email 

thespringball@mail.com  

Sunday 3rd June – Our ever-popular Garden Party 

returns to the beautiful setting of Ashridge House. 

LAST year saw record numbers of people turn out to 

support the Hospice by taking part in our fantastic 

fundraising events. 

More than 8,000 of you ran, walked, cycled or 

jumped out of a plane to support us in 2017 raising 

vital funds to help us continue to provide care and 

support to more than 2,000 people affected by life-

limiting illness across West Herts and South Bucks. 

A staggering 900 people braved mud and obstacles 

at our legendary Mud Pack Challenge, making the 

event a sell-out for the first time in its four-year his-

tory, while more than 3,500 people ran, walked or 

danced their way through colourful, frothy foam at 

our two Bubble Rush events in Bucks and Herts. Our 

ever-popular Garden Party in the stunning grounds 

of Ashridge House saw a record crowd of nearly 

4,000 people flood through the gates to soak up the 

atmosphere at the biggest community event in our 

fundraising calendar. 

Bubble Rush 

For the third year running and by popular demand – 

the bubbles are back! Join us on Saturday 29th April 

for Bubble Rush Herts at Gadebridge Park, Hemel 

Hempstead for another chance to run, walk or dance 

through safe, frothy foam at different coloured bubble 

stations.  

With four bubble stations, and two laps to complete, 

this means you get to enjoy double the bubbles with 

EIGHT chances to get showered in colourful foam!  

Everybody from tots to teens and grown-ups to 

grandparents can enjoy this 5km bubble-filled fun 

run.  

For the chance to be one of our early-bird bubblers – 

and a reduced registration fee – sign up to the prior-

ity list at   www.stfrancis.org.uk/bubblerush 

2018 Challenges 

With places filling up fast on our next fundraising 

trek, we’re calling on any intrepid adventurers looking 

to step out of their comfort zone and challenge them-

selves for charity to sign up now for a trip of a lifetime 

and the chance to trek across the Sahara Desert.  

Well-known local cabbie Mark Twyman will be swap-

ping the streets of Berkhamsted for the sand dunes 

The Hospice of St Francis – Hospice News   
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

• Professional service 
• Excellent value and fully insured 
• Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL 

 
Holiday? Weekend away? Day out? 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs! 
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs. 
 

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 
Including Christmas Holidays! 

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information.  
Tel. (01296) 681306 

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com 
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming,  
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.   

Weekend appointments available.  
Easy walk in, non-slip shower  

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 

 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856. 

The Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Food served 
 

Thursday, Friday 5-9pm   
 

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm  
 

Sunday Lunch served  

12 noon to 4pm 
 

Live music 

 
01296 668368 

www.queensheadlongmarston.com 
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From the Vicarage by Rev’d  Didier Jaquet 

Watching how we treat each other 

Just before Christmas, my wife and I visited a 
large department store in Milton Keynes 
Shopping Centre. We were on a mission to 
buy some presents for my 4 nephews and 3 
nieces. We headed for the store’s children’s 
section and firstly to the toy cars, as I had it on 
good authority that these were what one of 
them wanted. Right by the toy cars was the 
Lego and then the dinosaurs. Round the other 
side, I collected a doll and noticed that sitting 
by them were toy kitchenettes, dinner sets 
and cookers. In fairness to the store, there 
was no sign (aside from 
age ranges) indicating for whom these toys 
might be intended but I couldn’t help wonder-
ing what messages were being given by these 
displays? 

We can be proud that in England & Wales the 
top politician, judge and police officer are all 
women but the Time’s Up and Me Too cam-
paigns serve as an indictment on the way in 
which many women are treated in society to-
day. The gender pay gap continues and 
shows only glacially slow rates of improve-
ment.  Women are still poorly represented in 
the ranks of chief executives or board chairs. 

The Church of England cannot claim to have 
a fantastic record. While women can now oc-
cupy any office within the church, this is still a 
very recent change and there are many 
who still find their ministry difficult to accept. 
The Bible too has some deeply problematic 
passages on the role of women. Neverthe-
less, I recently listened to a Yale Professor 
pointing out that in the Genesis account of 
creation, Eve is created by God from Adam’s 
rib; not Adam’s head, where she might claim 
to have authority over him nor from Adam’s 
foot where he might claim dominion but his rib 
– suggesting that man and woman are equal. 

Lent will start this month. It’s six weeks, give 
or take a few days, when we in the Tring 

Team Parish explore a particular topic 
through films and discussion. Last year, it 
was ‘old age’ and before that ‘virtues’ and 
‘vices’ (and yes, ‘vices’ was more interest-
ing). This year we are going to watch some 
films which have something to say about 
gender so that we might start to explore the 
role of women and men in our society (we 
appreciate that issues of gender go beyond 
simply this limited ambit). What do we expect 
of each other, and should we expect any-
thing at all because of our gender? How do 
we, and ought we, deal with each other? And 
quite how far short do we fall from the ideal? 

These are just some of the questions that we 
shall be asking and, if this year is like the 
last, there will be many others. For sure, we 
won’t obtain all the answers; indeed, we will 
be lucky if we get any but, at least, we shall 
have started to reflect on this important de-
bate. There’s so much talk about gender at 
the moment, it is crucial we explore what we 
think and feel about it. I know we start from 
the perspective of our own personal experi-
ences, but you never know by watching films, 
listening to others and talking about this sub-
ject our understanding might be deepened. 
May be even in this small corner of the UK, 
we might have something valuable to contrib-
ute to the public debate.

Our Lent Films are shown on a Sunday eve-
ning in Aldbury Church (there are refresh-
ments, popcorn and comfortable chairs). It 
starts on Sunday, 18 February at 6.30pm 
and there’s a bit of discussion afterwards. If 
you would like to come and join us for some 
or all our films, we would love to see you.  

Read Village News online: 
 

Please note that Village News is only available at  
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 
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The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter

Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

As from Sunday, 4
th

February, there will be a service EVERY Sunday at 3.30 p.m. The 
planned programme is, as follows:  
 

1
st
 Sunday  -  Holy Communion BCP  

 
2

nd
 Sunday -  Said Evening Pray BCP  

 

3
rd

 Sunday  -  Taize  
 
4

th
 Sunday  -  Choral Evensong BCP + Tea  

 
St.Mary’s will be open for visitors on each of these Sundays from 10 a.m. until end of 
service time.  Welcome to a nice warm church!  
 

MARY   RICHARDSON  (Dec’d)  
A Memorial Service will be held for Mary (long-time member of St.Mary’s and a bell-ringer), on 

Monday, 12th February at 1 p.m. at St.Mary’s Church. The service will also incorporate the 

burial of ashes for Mary and her late husband Jim in St.Mary’s Churchyard.  Afterwards there will 

be a reception in Cecilia Hall where our memories of Mary and Jim can be shared with her two 

daughters and family.   Please come and say “good-bye” to a much-loved member of our 

congregation.  

 
THE PUTTENHAM TRUST 

 

“SPRING LUNCH” 
 

CECILIA HALL, SUNDAY 4TH MARCH. 
12.00 p.m. for 12.30 p.m. lunch 

2-course meal + coffee/mints + free Charity Draw + Raffle 
Tickets: £7.50   -    Christine: 07514 548289  

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 
Sunday, 4

th
 March O Spring Lunch 

Friday, 6
th

 April O Cecilia Tea Rooms 

Saturday, 28
th

 April O Jumble Sale 

Tuesday, 1
st

 May O MayDay (6a.m. Churchyard + Breakfast) 

Thursday, 10
th

 May O Badapple Theatre Company (Advance bookings taken) 

Friday, 6
th

 July              O Cecilia Tea Rooms 

Saturday, 29
th

 Sept. O Jumble Sale 

Saturday, 6
th

 Oct O October Supper 

Friday, 12
th

 October     O Cecilia Tea Rooms 

St Mary’s  Church – New Service Times 
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Millhoppers Nature Reserve 
 

Your local nature reserve, owned by Butterfly Conservation, 

is undergoing a transformation. A new team of wardens has 

taken over the management of this beautiful, tranquil reserve 

and we would like local residents to join us in helping to 

promote and protect wildlife at this site. 

 

We hold regular Work Parties on the first Sunday of each 

month. All details can be found at the following link… 

http://www.hertsmiddxbutterflies.org.uk/reserves_millhopper

s-new.php 

 

As a charity we rely on the support of volunteers, so please 

donate your skills and time and help to protect your local 

wildlife. 

Your time can make a real difference. 

 

Chris Hilling 

Volunteer Warden 

What’s Going on at College Lake? 
 

The New Year quite often can seem dark and dreary, but 

these are always signs of the seasons changing and things to 

see here at College Lake. We have had a variety of winter 

wildfowl species on the reserve, These have included our 

regular species including pochard, shoveler, wigeon , teal, 

and gadwall. We have also seen red-crested pochard, pintail 

and shelduck. There are also plant species in flower on the 

reserve such as stinking hellebore and spurge laurel and leaf 

rosettes of bee orchid. 

 

Our work parties have been busy creating a new coppice scal-

lop near to the Tump Hide. Coppicing is a traditional man-

agement method which involves cutting back all of the trees 

to ground level which encourages them to produce new 

shoots thus creating a multi stemmed tree known as a stool. 

This also creates an open area and allows more light onto the 

woodland floor. Coppicing was traditionally used on a rota-

tional cycle to provide materials for furniture making, materi-

als for hedging and hurdle making as well as firewood and 

other timber products.  This rotational cutting creates struc-

tural diversity in our woodlands which benefits all sorts of 

wildlife from ground flora such as primrose, invertebrates 

such as butterflies and beetles, which in turn benefit bats, 

amphibians and mammals.  We have lost around a half of our 

coppiced woodland since the end of World War 2 which has 

seen an 80% decline in some of our woodland butterfly spe-

cies. Keep an eye on this newly coppiced area to see how it 

develops and hopefully get to see plenty of butterflies in this 

area in the summer. 

 

There was a good turnout for our first anniversary of the Sim-

ply Walks on Wednesday 10th January, with around 18 of us 

enjoying the 2 mile walk around the reserve. There was also a 

celebration cake to follow thanks to the wonderful Tracey in 

our café. If you would like to join one of our walks they take 

place every Wednesday morning at 10.30. There is no need to 

book; all we ask is that on your first walk you fill in a quick 

form before we start. 

 

For details of Simply Walk or any of our upcoming events 

either pop in to our Visitor Centre near Bulbourne or visit the 

website at http://www.bbowt.org.uk/college-lake/about-

college-lake. 

Snowdrop Day at Old Church Cottage 

Chapel Lane Long Marston 

 

On 244h and 25th February 2018 between 11.30am and 

3pm John and Margaret Noakes will be opening their 

garden again as part of the National Gardens Scheme, 

Gardens Open for Charity.  

 

Parking is difficult in Chapel Lane so please use the 

Village Hall Car Park.  Limited disabled parking is 

available near the house. 

 

The season is proving to be early but there should be 

snowdrops, many cyclamen and irises in flower. All of 

this is of course weather dependent.  

Mulled wine and shortbread will be served as antifreeze 

and calories, these are included in the entry price of 

£5.00. 

 

Last year we raised over £2000! All takings went to 

Nursing Charites within the UK as it will do this year. 

Do hope you will join us. Wrap up well! 

 

Any queries contact John or Margaret  01296 660072 



Village News 

Page 25 February 2018 

No 117 solution  
 

2 tsp cornflour 

1 clove of chopped garlic    

2 tbsp dark soy sauce 

1 red pepper, seeded and chopped   

handful of fresh basil leaves 

450g turkey OR pork mince    

salt and pepper 

 

· Cook the rice for about 15 minutes 

· Meanwhile, heat the oil in a pan and cook the 

onion until golden.   

· Stir in the garlic and red pepper and cook for 4 

minutes before adding the mince and chilli 

powder.  Cook until well browned. 

· Stir in the stock, bring to the boil and simmer 

for about 5 minutes. 

· Blend the cornflour with 1 tbsp of water and 

the soy sauce until smooth.  Then add it to the 

pan and stir through until slightly thickened. 

· Season and stir in the basil leaves. 

· Pile the rice onto plates and top with the Thai 

mince.  Scatter with basil leaves before serv-

ing. 

Ch-ch-ch-changes    by Sally Smith 
 
There’s something about the excesses of Christmas 

that make the winter months that follow a time when 

we all decide to make changes to our lives.   Whether 

it’s the fact that once the decorations come down we 

can see how bare the walls are, or look in the mirror 

and realise there’s a baby elephant looking back at us!   

 

Whatever it is, we all make resolutions to make 

changes and those changes (if followed through) can 

have a huge impact on our lives.  Some changes can be 

big – like the current determination by many to reduce 

the amount of  plastics in our lives.  There is plenty in 

the media at the moment reducing the amount of plas-

tic packaging, eliminating micro-beads from cosmet-

ics, and returning to the ‘old days’ of having a milk-

man deliver the milk in glass bottles rather than buying 

milk from the supermarket, and getting our fish and 

chips wrapped in yesterdays newspapers. 

 

We can all do ‘our bit’ to lower our use of plastic and 

recycle what we do use.  It really doesn’t take much 

effort – and many of us now do it without thinking, so 

there is hope. 

 

When it comes to food, and changing our diet, the 

mantra of ‘little changes can make a big difference’ is 

equally true.  Very few people could go from being a 

couch potato to running a marathon in 6 weeks, but 

getting off the sofa and going for a walk is a small step 

that opens a wider door.   Regularity and challenging 

yourself is the key, apparently.   The same applies to 

food and what we eat.  So many people ‘go on a diet’ 

and then lapse without realising it.  Like so many 

things, it has to be a lifelong change – which is why 

little changes are so much easier to keep up and are 

less noticeable to begin with.  A smaller plate auto-

matically reduces portion size, whilst drinking a glass 

of water before eating can help fill you up. 

 

I’m a fine one to preach (I can hear you saying), but 

every year I try again, and each year some of the 

changes stick.  One of these is a meal that is quick and 

easy and good for you at the same time.  It’s a staple in 

this house for both speed of preparation and taste.  

Why not give it a go. 

 

Thai style mince with rice

Ingredients

250g long-grain rice     

½ tsp chilli powder 

1 tbsp vegetable oil    

175ml chicken stock 

1 onion, halved and sliced    
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Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  

Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Sergeant Adele Hopkin supported by PC Mark Procter 

and PCSO Martin Leadbetter  01707 354192 

 

Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Reports of river flooding  

Environment Agency   0845 988 1188 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

Brownies 

Rachel Friedli   01442 827577  

Guides 

Sheila Hill   01442 823463 

Cubs 

Jane Dawson   07759 888 085  

Scouts 

Kate Blanchard   07971 404465 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet  01296 660961 

Churchwarden 

Ken Martin   01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis   01442 822170 

Churchwardens 

Christine Rutter   01296 668337 

John Barron   01296 631351 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister  01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Malcolm Morgan   01296 661747 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

 Lucy Bancroft     email: tringruralclerk@gmail.com 

Villages Warden 
Colin Reedman   01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann   01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Chris Bowles            chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams   07925 185311 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Tara Thirkettle   07796 965171 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School 01296 668386 

 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke 0207 219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call: 01923 771781 

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training 

Mike Ward 01296 668361 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444 

Village News 

Colin Moore 01442 826976 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush 01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 

Jane Waterhouse 01442 826813 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole 01442 828272  

WI 

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you <
To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to: 
Rob Briant 07802 384151. 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Amanda Russell 

07885 891634 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Send your editorial contributions, articles,  

event notices, news and pictures to: 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline for items to go in the March 2018 

edition is: Wednesday 14 February. 

The editor will be Caroline Clist. 

You can read Village News online at:    
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

Local names and numbers 
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Obituary: John R Painter 1943 - 2017 

Engineer, academic, photographer and historian. 
 

John Painter, who died on 3rd December 2017 from the effects of cancer, 

had many aspects to his life. His book 'The Story of Wilstone' - published 

just before his death - was a recent endeavour, but this final project has 

rightly added his name into the story of these villages.  He became inter-

ested in local history through the earlier work of Dick Gomm, who for 60 

years had collected information about the history of the village in which he 

lived. When Dick died John took on custodianship of Dick's archive and 

began his own researches. Most of the work on the book was undertaken 

during the last few years, after being diagnosed with cancer. The evidence 

of his meticulous and extensive research is clear for all to see. His many 

visits to county archives and libraries unearthed much original material 

which has enabled this story to be told in considerable detail for the first 

time.  

 

Born in Luton, the first child of Rex and Margaret, John Rex Painter at-

tended Luton Boys Grammar School. As a teenager he developed a passion 

for photography which would last his lifetime. On leaving school he began 

an apprenticeship with the de Haviland Aircaft Company where he quali-

fied with a BSc in aeronautical engineering in 1966. Among the projects he 

worked on subsequently was the development of the Airbus wing at British 

Aerospace, which gave him the opportunity to be one of the first to use 

computer aided design (CAD). Demand for these skills led in 1979 to a move to an American company specialising in CAD. As 

a consultant for European countries he was able to travel widely and his camera went around the world with him resulting in a 

collection of thousands of slides. This job was also the reason for the family's move to Tring to be nearer to the UK office in 

High Wycombe. While working there he obtained an MSc which proved useful when he sought a move to academia. Taking the 

opportunity for a career change John was appointed senior lecturer first at Luton University and later at Kingston University 

where he finished his career, retiring in 2005. 

 

The Victor Sylvester School of Dancing can take the credit for introducing John to Janet King (though not for making him into a 

dancer), and they were married in 1968. But it was only when their children Susan and Kevin left home for university did John 

and Janet make the move to Wilstone. In 1997 they found a neglected bungalow and set about a complete renovation of house 

and garden doing most of the work themselves.  Nervous about moving into a small community they found themselves wel-

comed, and quickly became part of village life. Both were members of the Wilstone Village Hall Committee,  joined the Tring 

Local History and Museum Society and were already members of the Tring Camera Club. Both enjoyed walking too and com-

pleted The Ridgeway, Thames Path, South Downs Way and Offa's Dyke long distance paths. John is particularly well known for 

his beautiful landscape photographs. When Village News was relaunched in 2004 he agreed to contribute a series of 'Village 

Views' and these were featured prominently in the magazine until recently.  A series of Wilstone calendars were also a showcase 

for his work, but as well as 'serious' photography he enjoyed creat-

ing some fun images too. Among his many publicity pictures for 

the Wilstone Showgirls, this water-skiers shot for the 2010 village 

fete is a favourite. (It was taken on a chilly April afternoon behind 

the village hall, with the sea and sun added later.) 

 

Many of the aspects of John's life are evident in his final project: 

the meticulous engineer, the expert with computer design, the skill 

with photographs, the scholarly approach and presentation skills of 

the academic, and of course the interest in his local community. 

They show through on every page of 'The Story of Wilstone'. John 

did not finish everything that he might have wanted to do in his life 

but he certainly made an impressive attempt. 

John was usually on the other side of the camera. 

A John Painter special for the 2010 village fete featuring 

Wilstone Showgirls Sam, Sheena, Jill and Sarah. 
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In 2011, BARDAID 
published their own 
anthology of new 
poetry (a copy of 
which is in The 
BARDAID Box) 
featuring poems by 
both professional 
and previously 
unpublished poets; 
1000 copies of 

which they sent to schools across the country.  
 
In 2012 The Antipoet presented a box of books to a 
school in Boxmoor, Herts. The head teacher thanked 
them kindly, but explained that the school didn't actually 
have a library! He told them not to fret and that they'd 
removed the buckets and mops from their broom 
cupboard; knocked up a few shelves and changed the 
sign on the door to 'LIBRARY'. BARDAID had created 
its first library! 
 
It was after this that they decided to expand their remit; 
moving on from supplying schools and to build a library 
for an entire community. It took a while to find the 
perfect spot, but the first BARDAID BOX was opened 
here in Long Marston in December 2017. 
 
Regular users will have noticed that on the 31st of 
December we did our first book reshuffle, replacing two 
thirds of the box's general stock. We will continue to 

change the books around like this on a monthly basis, 
so; if you can't find anything that takes your fancy, do 
please keep dropping in as you go past. If there are 
any books or particular authors that anyone would like 
to read, then please pin a note to our notice board and 
we will check our reserve stock for you. 
 
In the coming months we will be adding some new 
initiatives to the box. Firstly, we'd like to encourage 
local musicians to put a copy of their demo in the audio 
box on the centre shelf. As well as promoting local and 
independently published authors and poets, we are 
keen to help unsigned songwriters to find a wider 
audience too. We will also be adding a box for 
unpublished writers to 
put samples of their new 
works into (though 
please make sure that 
these are copies and not 
originals!). 
 
Later in the year we will 
begin promoting a series 
of literary events around 
the area, featuring 
performances and 
workshops by some of 
the poets and tale tellers 
whose works you will 
currently find on our 
'author donated' shelf.  

Carole and Donna with 2 friends 

The new Bardaid library 

Spotters' Corner No. 439 

Electric veteran abroad 
NOT spotted in the UK this time, but some readers may nevertheless rec-

ognise this 1928 vintage electric locomotive as it is popular with visitors 

to the island of Mallorca. A railway linking the isolated town of Sóller to 

the city of Palma de Mallorca was proposed in 1893 to solve the problem 

of getting oranges to market. An inconvenience was the Alfàbia mountain 

range in the way. Work began on a 3-foot (914mm) gauge railway in 

1907. It required a considerable amount of engineering work including a 

2,856 meter tunnel (and twelve others) through solid rock to link the 

plains of the south to the north coast of the island. The first train ran in 

1911 hauled by steam locomotive "María Lusia", a 0-2-0 tank engine built 

in 1891 in Loughborough, England, which had been used for the construc-

tion phase. The line was converted to electric traction in 1929 using an 

overhead conductor. Locomotive No.1 (pictured here at the Sóller termi-

nus) was built in Zaragoza, Spain, in 1929 and has been operating ever 

since. Strictly speaking this is perhaps an electric railcar, as the wooden 

body contains both first and second class compartments as well as a driv-

ing cab at each end. Nevertheless it also functions very well as a locomo-

tive, perfectly capable of pulling the four passenger cars full of tourists 

that have these days replaced the trucks for oranges. The one-hour journey 

from coast to coast is a delight, and the pleasure does not end on arrival at 

the pretty town of Sóller. From there an equally charming electric tram-

way will take you the last couple of miles to the beach at Puerto de Sóller.  Not to be missed if you are holidaying on the island. 

Departure station in Palma is at Plaza Espaňa, adjacent to the new metro intermodal station.                                                             

Picture: Phil. Buchi 


