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Wilstone Wheelers ride out 
THE Wilstone Wheelers are a newly formed group of local cyclists who want to wheel out an 
invitation to everyone and anyone, to join the weekly Sunday cycle rides around the local area. 
 

There is no cost, no membership, just turn up to Wilstone village hall at around 8.45 on Sun-
days for a 9am start, weather permitting.  
 

The first ride out in January covered twenty miles through local villages, ending up at Meads 
Farm shop for well-earned refreshments. So gear yourself up, oil the bike, and get yourself 
down to Wilstone Village Hall on Sundays.  

 

Council Dilemmas 
TRPC has shrunk down to 5 member and they  are looking for volunteers who would be 
prepared to give up some time  to participate in this layer of local democracy. See page 11 for 
more information. Please respond quickly before they send out the press gang . 
 

This year your council  has decided to reduce the number of meetings to eight so please check 

before you set out  to distant parts of the parish. You can always find the meeting dates and 
locations at the top of page 4 of Village News. 
 

The council are at a loss of what to do with £15000 of CIL money and they need your help to 
spend it . If you do not  know what CIL is see page 7 to read all about it .You may be able to 
help them and your organization may be able to benefit from some free cash!  Act quickly  
before the queue becomes like a Puttenham Jumble Sale. 
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ON BEHALF of Village New I would like to wish a Happy New 
year to all our readers. 
 

This week has proved to be a bit frustrating for your editor. 
When modern technology  fails we are left up a gum tree 

without a paddle or my case a couple of blank pages. Emails 
not recognising what is an apparent  a correct address  and 
being returned from that ‘demon’, or otherwise unreliable . 
No doubt it can be blamed on the rain and its not even 
February yet. 
 

This month we have plethora of things you can do to keep fit 
from cycling , walking ,running, and  even sky diving.  If you 
prefer to exercise the grey matter you could join the Council 
or help them to spend some money or even become a 
reporter for Village News. it  is all in your magazine. 
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Church services 

 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 

You are most welcome to join us at 
any of the services 

The next edition will be for March 2020 and 
the deadline for items for inclusion is: 

Wednesday 19 February2020. 
 

All Saints  Long Marston  

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 
entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is done 
by a commercial company.  We aim to be local, interesting, 

informative, fun and a good read. 
Let us know if we are not! 

2nd Feb 2020 – The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

10.00am – Sunday Worship cw at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am – Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone  
3.30pm – Holy Communion bcp at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

9th Feb 2020 –Third Sunday before Lent 
10.00am – Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston 

10.00am –Sunday Worship cw at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Service of Light at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

6.00pm – Evening Prayer at All Saints, Long Marston 

 

16th Feb 2020 – Second Sunday before Lent 
10.00am – Worship for All at All Saints, Long Marston  
10.00am – Holy Communion cw at St Cross, Wilstone  
3.30pm –Taize Service at St Mary’s,  Puttenham 

3.00pm – Stick Walk starting at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

23rd Feb 2020 – Sunday before Lent 
10.00am – Holy Communion cw at All Saints, Long Marston  
10.00am – Worship for All at St Cross, Wilstone 

3.30pm – Evensong bcp at St Mary’s, Puttenham 

 

25th Feb 2020  
10.00am – Holy communion at St Cross, Wilstone 

 

26th Feb 2020 – Ash Wednesday 

10.00am – Holy communion at St Cross, Wilstone 
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What’s on  
Tring Rural Parish Council Meetings   

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 
Wednesday 5th February  8pm Wilstone village hall 

Wednesday 1st April 8pm Parish Meeting  
 8.15pm Council Meeting  Puttenham hall 

Diary Dates.. 
Fridays 21 Feb, 20 March, 17 April 
Wilstone Film Nights 

Tuesday 11 February  
WI Talk ‘What Happens to our Rubbish’ 
8pm Long Marston Victory Hall 
Saturday 15 Sunday 16 February 

Snowdrop day  Charity event 11.30am to 3pm 

Old Church Cottage, Chapel Lane, Long Marston  
Tuesday 10 March 

WI Talk ‘A romp through my life’ 
8pm Long Marston Victory Hall 
Saturday 14 March 

Tennis Club Quiz Night, Long Marston Victory Hall 
Showtime  8pm Wilstone village hall 
Sunday 5 April  
10K Fun Run starts /ends at Long Marston Cricket Club 

Saturday 18 April 
Dance to Live Music  8-11pm Wilstone Village Hall 
Sunday 26 April  
2pm Long Marston Tennis Club Open Afternoon 

Friday 8 May  
VE day celebrations  
Saturday 28March 

Jumble Sale   (Friends of Puttenham Church) 
Friday,  3rd April    Tea Rooms (St.Mary’s) 

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours: 
         Monday to Friday: 7:30am to 2:00pm   
         Saturday 7:30am to 1:00pm   
         Sunday: 9:00am to 12:00 noon. 
 

Snowdrop Day at Old Church Cottage,        
Chapel Lane, Long Marston                     

On 15th and 16th 
February 2020 
between 11.30am and 
3pm John and 
Margaret Noakes will 
be opening their 
garden again as part 
of the National 
Gardens Scheme, 
Gardens Open for Charity.  
Parking is difficult in Chapel Lane so please park in 
the Village.  Limited disabled parking is available 
near the house. 
 

The season is proving to be early but there should be 
snowdrops many cyclamen and irises in flower. All 
of this is of course weather dependent.  
Mulled wine and shortbread will be served as 
antifreeze and calories, these are included in the 
entry price of £5.00.   

Last year we raised over £2000! All takings went to 
Nursing Charites within the UK as it will do this 
year. In addition we will be donating a percentage to 
our local Village Hall Fund, Do hope you will join 
us. Wrap up well! 
Any queries contact John or Margaret.  
01296660072 

Charlotte’s World Challenge Fundraiser 
 

Dance to ‘Live Music’                            
 

From the 50’s & 60’s 
 

Performed by THE BLUE MOONS 
 

Saturday 18th April 2020                               
8pm - 11pm 

 

Wilstone Village Hall 
Tickets £10 - available from  

 Wilstone Shop & Beechwoods Tring 
 

Or contact Charlotte on 07503 172009 

Real Ale from Tring Brewery plus raffle 
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Sing Wilstone  
Tuesday evenings at 7pm at Wilstone, Nr Tring 

Contact Jo  01442 891444 

What’s on ... continued 
 

 

 

V.E. 
DAY CELEBRATIONS  
Friday May 8th 2020 

At 3.00 pm on May 8th 1945 the World War II conflict in 
Europe officially ended, and VE (Victory in Europe) Day 
was celebrated. 
Years of carnage and destruction were over and mil-
lions of people took to the streets and pubs to celebrate 
the peace and mourn their loved ones. Unfortunately 
the conflict in Asia continued until the unconditional sur-
render of the Japanese to the Allies on 15th August 
later that year, when at last people were able to really 
start to build the future that we enjoy today. 
On 8th May 2020 it will be 75 years exactly since that 
first VE day. The 75th anniversary will provide our na-
tion with an opportunity to reflect on the enormous sac-
rifice, courage and determination of people from all 
walks of life who saw us through this dark and terrifying 
period. To commemorate this important time, this 
year, between May 8th to the 10th there are many com-
memorative events around the UK  2020, with  May 8th 
now an official  bank holiday to allow for these com-
memorations 

Wilstone Village Hall is organising its own commemora-
tive event on the afternoon of Friday May 8th, between 
2pm and 6pm. Details are not yet finalised but we are 
thinking of a party with afternoon tea and cakes, fol-
lowed possibly by a tea dance. At 3pm we will remem-
ber the exact time when the war finished in Europe. All 
age groups, young and old will be welcome, 
Any other suggestions as to what we can do to make 
the occasion even more special would be most wel-
come. The event will be free of charge, but we would 
ask that you get request tickets from the Wilstone Shop 
so that we know what numbers we are catering for. 
There will be a raffle & proceeds will go to charity. 
Event organised by Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

Also see page 8 
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Ride-On strikes the 
right chords for SoCS 
                                                                      By Peter Walker 

WILSTONE’S Live n’Local event held in December at 
the newly redecorated village hall was a great success.  
Wilstone villager, Ivor Spencer, and the Ride-On band, 
played from eight ‘till late creating a great evening, 
getting people dancing from the very start. 
 

The event was held to aid funding for SoCS, Save our 
Community Shop, and the ticket money and bar sales 
raised an astonishing £700. 
 

So thank you to all those who contributed their 
musicianship, their time, and for generally supporting 
the event and being so generous. 

Tring Rural 
Parish Council  
Volunteers for a 
Project 
 

The Parish Council every so often receive some 
monies from Dacorum Borough Council. The source of 
these funds is the Community Infrastructure Levy [CIL] 
which is paid to Dacorum by developers as part of their 
statutory fees.  
 

Currently we have approximately £15000 of CIL. These 
funds are to be used for projects which will help the 
local area and infrastructure and not used for 
maintenance or ongoing items. 
 

We would like to engage with the local community via a 
survey, focus group, news articles and village hall 
committees to establish what type of projects would be 
welcome. From there the Council can set out a formal 
plan and objectives.  
 

So we are asking if are there any residents who would 
like to get involved in getting these actions underway 
and completed. It could be residents who want to shape 
the future or who would just like to be involved or 
possibly students who could use it as part of their 
studies.Council Contact details are in Village News 
(page 11) 
 

If you are interested let us know. 
 

Thank you  
Doug Chalmers 
Chairman 

 

 

V.E. DAY 
COMMEMORATIONS 
MAY 2020 

AS PART of the VE Day celebrations, we 
would like to get more information of those who lived in the 
Wilstone area and are commemorated on the war memorial, 
such as where they lived in the area and their peacetime work. 
Whilst the VE Day commemorations marked the end of 
World War 11, it would seem wrong to leave out those who 
died in the first World War.  
Do YOU have any information about these brave men?  
Badrick, Pr ivate Char les, 13th Essex Regiment. Son of 

Arthur and Jane. Husband of Elizabeth.  
Cartwright, Driver  Walter , Army 
Service Corps, of Startopsend.  Son of 
William and Sarah. Husband of 
Lavina.  
Coker, Pr ivate Alfred, 1st 
Bedfordshire Regiment, of Wilstone. 
Formerly with the Royal Engineers.  

Dover, Pr ivate William Henry, 37th 
Royal Fusiliers  Husband of Matilda.  

Foskett, Pr ivate Walter  James 
Reeve, 1st Northants Regiment, of 
White House, Miswell. Son of RE 
Tomlin. Boulogne Eastern Cemetery. 
(TR) 

Goodson, Sapper  Ernest James, 
Inland Water Transport, Royal 
Engineers. 

Payne, Pr ivate Frank John, 2nd 
Bedfordshire Regiment, of Wilstone.  

Proctor, Pr ivate Ar thur , 69th Machine Gun Corps., of 
Wilstone.  

Rodwell, Pr ivate Jesse, Queen’s Royal West Surrey 
Regiment, of Wilstone.  
Please email information you may have to 
walkersandbrook@gmail.com 

The Wilstone Village Hall Committee would like to find a 
way of remembering those that gave their lives during the 
VE Day celebrations. Your information could help us. 

Tring Rural Parish Council 
www.tringrural-pc.co.uk 

The Ride On Band with band members Nicky, 
Larry, Tony, Ivor, Sam and Steve 

http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk


Village News Supported by The Wilstone Village Hall Committee 

Wilstone Community Shop 
Run by the community, for the community 

 

We aim to serve the Community by: 
 

● Keeping prices fair 
● Offering a wide range of goods and services 

● Stocking home-made and local produce 

● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to work  

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop 

One year in... 

The initial amount Feb 2019 

This time last year, we 
launched our fundraising drive 
for the new shop.  What a lot 
has happened in a year.  From 
£30 in February last year, our 
jar is now approaching the 
£900 mark.  Not only that, but 
the very successful and fun 
‘Live n Local event’ at the 
beginning of December raised 
£700.  We hope that event can 
be repeated this year.  Thank 
you for all your support with 
the fundraising in 2019 and 
may this year be just as 
successful. 

Shareholders’ Meeting 

A reminder that our Annual Shareholders Meeting 
takes place on Friday 14 February at 7.00 pm.  A 
glass of wine and nibbles will be provided and we 
shall do our best to make the meeting as 
informative and quick as possible so you will still 
have time to enjoy the rest of your evening.  We 
have two members of the Committee up for re-

election, the Annual Accounts to approve and of 
course up-to-date information from the shop 
development committee. 

Volunteering = Happiness 

We are always in need of new volunteers—and now is no 
exception.  Did you know though, that as well as helping 
others, volunteering is good for you.  Here are the 7 benefits 
of volunteering (from the website happiness.com) 
1. Volunteering connects you with others.  If you’re 

feeling lonely, isolated or simply want to widen your 
social circle, volunteering in your local community is an 
important—and often fun—way to meeting new people. 

2. Volunteering builds self-confidence and self-esteem.  
Doing good for others and the community helps to create a 
natural sense of accomplishment. 

3. Volunteering is important for physical health.  A 
growing body of evidence suggests that people who give 
their time to others might benefit from lower blood 
pressure and a longer lifespan. 

4. ...and mental health.  Volunteer ing can help counteract 
the effects of stress, depression and anxiety. 

5. Volunteering is important for a sense of purpose.  
Volunteering for something you feel is important in turn 
helps to build a sense of purpose which furthermore boosts 
your own happiness. 

6. Volunteering helps you forget your own problems.  
Focusing on others can give us a deeper sense of 
perspective and help distract us from negative thoughts. 

7. Volunteering is important for your career.  It shows 
potential employers that you can take initiative and that 
you’re willing to give your own time to improve things for 
others. 

So come along, and sign up for a trial shift! 

Cuteness Alert (picture opposite)! The Wilstone 
Woolies have been creating some lovely animals, 
which can also be ordered in specific colours if re-
quired.  Prices are a very reasonable £8 for larger 

animals and £3 for smaller ones.  Keyrings also available.  
Come and have a browse around the shop and treat a loved 
one—perhaps for Valentine’s ? 
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The Queens Head 
Long Marston 

Food served 

Thursday, Friday 5-9pm   
 

Saturday 12-3; 6-9pm  
 

Sunday Lunch served  
12 noon to 4pm 

 

Live music 
 

01296 668368 

www.queensheadlongmarston.com 

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd 
 

All ovens hob and extractors 
 

 Professional service 

 Excellent value and fully insured 

 Free consultation and quote 

 

01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ 

www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk 
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  
Out with the old and in with the new 

DECEMBER and January’s meetings were both held at 
Victory Hall in Long Marston. This report covers the 
highlights of both meetings. 

They were chaired by Cllr Chalmers who, in January, 
announced the resignation of Cllr Weston. There are 
now three vacancies on the TRPC to be filled. Would 
anyone like to volunteer before the press gangs are 
sent out? An item explaining the role will be appearing 
in Village News. 

Your parish needs you! 
Is there anyone in the parish doing Business Studies, 
who would like to get some practical experience on their 
CV? The TRPC are keen – very keen indeed – to spend 
some money and need a “champion” to coordinate 
things.  

Specifically, the money burning a hole in the coffers is 
from the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL); this is 
money that developers have to pay to communities 
when they build stuff. The TRPC will be asking us for 
ideas on what we want this money to be spent on: look 
out for an item in April’s Village News, a questionnaire 
in May, residents’ focus groups, a junior group in the 
school, and canvassing of the village hall committees. 

 I told you they were keen! 

They also want to find out what other parish councils 
are doing. No doubt the new interim clerk will be useful 
there: she will be covering the current clerk’s maternity 
leave and has experience in the role in both 
Chipperfield and Northchurch. 

The role of the “champion” is foreseen as coordinating 
all this fact finding, questionnaire writing etc, and 
reporting back to the council. You don’t need to be a 
councillor to do this and they will provide you with any 
help you need. 

New developments 

In Gubblecote, a resident has written to Dacorum to 
point out that at Lendon Grove the developer’s storage 
area is still being used as a storage area, a year after 
the development was completed, and asking them to 
get the containers moved from the field. 

At the same development, the TRPC have received a 
planning application to change two office units into two 
4-bedroom houses. Cllr Chalmers intends to suggest 
that four 2-bedroom houses would better meet the 
needs of the parish. 

The development at Cheddington was cause for 
complaint by a resident: the lorries coming off the site 
are coming through Long Marston. Cllr Chalmers 
advised the resident to complain to Bucks County 
Council, because it is outside our parish. 

The proposed Glebe Meadow development in Long 

Marston was discussed at length at December’s 
meeting. Cllr Weston didn’t think there would be any 
benefit to the local community, beyond the provision of 
housing: it provides no economic benefit (for example, 
shops) or employment opportunities. It was thought that 
the proposed inclusion of parking for the church would 
end up becoming overspill parking for visitors to the 
development, and there is the question of whether any 
money provided for traffic calming measures would 
actually be spent within Long Marston. Cllr Davis 
agreed that it would not affect the “vitality and viability” 
of the local community in Long Marston, and thought 
there was no requirement for 3-bedroomed housing in 
the village. 

Cllr Thirkettle asked what constituted “vitality and 
viability”? Cllr Fox agreed to ask the developer what 
they meant by it. Cllr Chalmers was reluctant to object 
to the development at the risk of losing the goodwill of 
Herts CC and possibly funds for traffic calming 
measures and safety improvements for pedestrians at 
Bromley and Church View. 

Cllr Davis expressed concern about speeding vehicles 
and the effect of the development on flooding; Cllr 
Chalmers stated that the speed and volume cameras in 
the parish do not show that most people are speeding 
excessively!  And that the proposed swales would divert 
water west, away from the village. 

A vote was taken and it was agreed to object to the 
development whilst answers were sought to the many 
questions raised. 

Weighty topics 

The TRPC will be reminding Herts County Council of 
the Dixon’s Gap bridge weight limit. Herts CC was taken 
to court by the Canal & Riverside Trust, who own the 
bridge, and a weight limit was specified. However, Herts 
CC are responsible for the road over it and for erecting 
signage advising of the weight restriction, but have 
done nothing about it.  

Bucks CC’s planning approval for the waste 
management business at the old airfield, which 
stipulated that the waste and skip lorries leaving the 
airfield “should” turn right towards Cheddington, is also 
a cause of nuisance for residents of Long Marston 
because they don’t! Station Road becomes blocked in 
the morning and afternoon. A question was asked about 
the provision of a turning place in Astrope Lane. The 
TRPC would support this idea, but Dacorum do not and 
it was considered that the school did not need it. Cllr 
Thirkettle said that the effect on Astrope Lane would 
need to be considered. 

Cllr Chalmers reported that Wilstone residents are 
getting fed up with cars parking on the grass verges, 
which is making a mess of them. 

Flighty topics 

In December Cllr Chalmers stated that the TRPC will be 
objecting to the proposed developments at Luton 
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts 

 

Your Parish Councillors are: 
Doug Chalmers (Chairman) 07885 962818 

doug.chalmers@tringrural-pc.co.uk  
 

Mary Davis   07516344248  
Steven Godwin 
 

Nigel Fox    01296 662922 

nigel.fox@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

 

John Thirkettle  01296 661825 

john.thirkettle@tringrural-pc.co.uk  
 

The Clerk to the Council is : 
Chloe Collins    07516 344248  
clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

Address:-  Tring Rural Parish Council, PO Box 6444, 
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 6FX  
 

The Villages Warden is: 
Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031 

Parish Council Website:  
http://www.tringrural-pc.co.uk/  

Airport, on the grounds of noise, climate change, 
sustainability and health issues. Cllr Davis reported that 
aviation is outside the current government carbon limits 
and that the airport is exceeding night noise levels due 
to DHL planes. Cllr Godwin said that the Dacorum 
Sustainability Group would be objecting. Cllr Davis says 
that at the moment the villages are mainly affected by 
arrivals, but that aviation airspace would be changing, 
and both plane movements and passenger numbers 
were due to increase. 

Fireworks, anyone? 

Although Bonfire night is still months away, thoughts 
have already turned to where to hold Long Marston’s 
event this year, after its cancellation two years ago. The 
TRPC has received a letter from a resident offering use 
of their land on which to hold the event. Previously the 
Long Marston HORTI supplied the fireworks. After a 
short discussion it was agreed that this event is not a 
parish council issue and would be best dealt with by the 
HORTI, as they had traditionally run the event. 

 

Parish Council meeting cont’d  

Tring Rural 
Parish 
Council  
To all residents: 
Your Parish Council 
needs Your Help!  
The Parish Council is allowed up to eight councillors.  At 
the present time we only have five so we would like 
another three volunteers please! 
The only fixed time for you be around is the Council 
meeting on the first Wednesday of most months [8 
meetings a year]. 
How much you get involved is a personal             
decision base on what time you have free and wish to 
give. So as little or as much time as you can give.  We 
have a clerk to the council who does most of the 
administrative work between Meetings. 
 In return you can help make a difference to our villages 
and Parish. We get involved in a variety of things within 
the Parish e.g. highways, footpaths, planning applications, 
recreation grounds etc.   
If you are interested, please apply via the Clerk 
(clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk or phone 07516 344248). 
or if you would like to find out more before you commit, the 
contact details of all of us are in the Village News. 
 Thank you  
Doug Chalmers Chairman 

 

Long Marston School  
URGENT Appeal   
 Do you shop online? 

AS YOU are probably aware school budgets are continually 
being cut making it ever more important for schools to find 
ways of boosting their funds to enable them to provide the 
best for their pupils. 
 

easyfundraising is one of the ways Long Marston School 
is doing this and the great thing about it is that it is at no cost 
to the person giving.  Sound like this isn't possible?  Well 
read on...…………….. 
 

easyfundraising turns your  everyday online shopping into 
free donations for your favourite cause.  Simply follow the 
link below, then select the box saying "Support this Cause" 
and complete the online form (you can opt out of receiving 
emails).  The app then gives you the option of adding a 
reminder button to your browser or device; select that before 
you go shopping online as normal, then every time you shop 
the retailer will make a donation (percentage of your 
purchase) to the school.  For example if you do a weekly 
grocery shop online and go via the easyfundraising link for 
your shop you will be making a weekly donation to the 
school.  Remember every little bit adds up - so far we have 
raised £1420 by parents logging in, registering and 
remembering to go via easyfundraising each time they shop 
online.  PLEASE help us to boost school funds by going to 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
longmarstonschool/ 
We really appreciate your support. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/longmarstonschool/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/longmarstonschool/
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd  
        

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery 
 

• High quality professional service 

• Residential and commercial 
• Excellent value and fully insured 

• Free consultation and quote 

• References available 

 

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795 
 

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 

  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFIED 

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

 For all your Plumbing, Gas , Oil & Heating requirements 

 Boiler & appliance installations, system upgrades, servicing, 
fault finding & repair 

 Oil – boiler and tank installations, service & repair 

 Complete bathroom installations & design 

 No job too small / Free no obligation quote/ No call out 
charge 

Tel : 01296-688968 / 07527900028   
 

E mail : info@damianstewartplumbing.co.uk    
www.damianstewartplumbing.co.uk 

 

7 Chiltern Road, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 4QQ 

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL 
 

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and  
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

 

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and 

 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm) 
 

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS. 

 

For more details and to book, ring  
Gillie Mann on 01296 668548 

 

Looking for a Window Cleaner? 

 

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 

Or go to my website at                            
www.nigelbrowne.co.uk 
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JOBS FOR JO No time, energy or inclination? Ask Jo to do the job for you Garden tidying – regular and one offs Plant pots replanted and herbs for sale Fence painting  Small internal decorating  General help and assistance-Clutter clearing Administration assistance 

Small jobs a speciality 

Jo Woodbridge 

07719 434620   or  01442 891444 

Long Marston Village 
Hall 

Fundraiser 

  

CRAFT STALL 

 

We’re going to run a craft 
stall at some local events 
with proceeds going to the 
Victory Hall improvement 
fund.  If you are a crafter 
with items that you would 
be willing to donate, or 
would like to share our 
table with a contribution to 
the fund, please contact 
kim.dixon@hotmail.co.uk 
01296 662922. 

Could you be a 
News Reporter 
Village News is in great need 
of  additional reporters to 
cover not only the ever 
growing number of local 
events in our area but also to 
give, for example, a personal 
slant on village life. 
 

No previous experience is 
required and the amount of 
time given would depend 
purely on individual  
circumstances. 
 

If you feel you can help please 
contact Colin Moore on 01442 
826976 

mailto:kim.dixon@hotmail.co.uk
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THE Working Party recommendations submitted in March last 
year reflected the concerns and priorities identified at the time 
(accessible on the TRPC website at http://tringrural-pc.co.uk/
wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Highway-Report.pdf ) but events 
move on and new emphases emerge adding to or amending 
the original proposals. The March 2019 document, therefore, 
should not be seen as a static end-point but more as the first 
step on what will be a long journey. 

Housing developments 

A formal Planning Application has now been submitted by 
Laxton Properties for the Glebe land adjoining Long Marston 
Church. A meeting between Herts Highways and the County 
Council to discuss road and footpath improvements as noted 
in Bulletin 2 awaits the response from Dacorum BC on the 
application. 

The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for 
Herts  

The Community Drive Safe Scheme whereby residents 
receive training to operate a portable speed indicator device is 
available for consideration. A minimum of 10 applicants is 
required and, as the first step, anybody interested can read 
about the scheme at www.hertscommissioner.org/community-

drivesafe-scheme-hertfordshire and if still wanting to get 
involved should let me know on the 
tringruraltraffic@gmail.com email address, and I’ll add your 
name to the list.  

Herts County Council Highways 

Even though not strictly part of the Working Party 
recommendations, the recent and scheduled attention to 
some of the poor road surfaces in the Parish is much 
appreciated. 

Concerns have been received on 
tringruraltraffic@gmail.com and are reproduced anonymously 
and pretty much in full, as  follows: 

 17 December: “I have just pulled up in my drive to see a lorry 
manoeuvring back and forth blocking the road. Another far too 
big for the village roads and again another trying to go up 
Cheddington Lane. These lorries are clearly far too big to be 
in the village (Long Marston), I really hope at some point soon 
this and the speed of which people approach and leave the 
village on Tring Road is sorted soon. In this case this 
particular lorry was there 
doing this for over ten 
minutes! 

It's just frustrating to see 
our quiet lovely village 
turning into a busy, 
polluted place - both 
lorries and cars drive 
through at speed, if not 
stuck in a traffic jam and 
both mount the curbs 
whilst I walk my children 
to and from school.  

In Tring they have replaced the speed bumps on Grove Road 
and on Christchurch Road they have created speed bumps. I 
am assuming this is because there are schools in both areas, 
yet as a rural village with a school we seem to be forgotten or 
pushed down this list of priorities.  

Hopefully they will do something soon, thank you for all that 

you guys are doing to make things happen”.  

29 December: “Puttenham race track”. 

Returning now after we let our house for 8 years, I’m 
staggered at the kind of traffic that now races through 
Puttenham. Sometimes huge lorries now thunder past 
and the house shakes. God know how they get over 
the little bridge.  

Our house is next to the road and we park our cars on 
a small hard standing next to the road. I’m terrified 
getting children out of the cars and animals exiting our 
car. And have to be very careful that they don’t stray 
onto the road as the cars shoot by sometimes up to 70 
miles per hour by the time they’ve reached our house.  

There is a speed light (Speed Indication Device) just 
beyond our house, that records peoples’ speeds, which 
seems very ineffective.  Sometimes I’ve seen them 
speed up to it, to see how fast they can go. It’s a bit of 
a joke really having it there.  

Walking along this road is almost impossible from 6 - 
10.30am and from 3.30 - 7pm at night. We have no 
path, so cycling or walking is out of the question.  

Even when we lived here 8 years ago I did ask if 
something could be done about putting in some sort of 
chicane or bumps. I was told until there is a fatal car 
crash nothing would be done. Which seems rather a 
short-sighted plan and against our human rights.  

The fast traffic, size of lorries is affecting the quality of 
our lives, shaking our house to it’s foundations, I have 
noticed there are many cracks in the plaster.  

This kind of heavy traffic is also degrading for the small 
country road, that is so susceptible to pot holes 
anyway, due to its low lying and flooding capacity after 
it rains.  

It seems white vans and other people have the 
Puttenham cut through road on their sat nav from 
Milton Keynes through to High Wycombe and huge 
lorries that are causing havoc in Long Marston are 
coming through Puttenham.  

I and all the neighbours in Puttenham believe these country 
roads are not suitable for this kind of heavy traffic load. It’s 
dangerous and is impacting all of us. I would really appreciate 
it if you could look at this matter”.  

Please stay tuned, and committed to the ambition of making 
our villages safer and more enjoyable places! 

(Copies have been emailed to the bodies responsible for 
enforcement, namely HCC Highways, HCC and Dacorum BC 
Councillors, and the Police and Crime Commissioner for 
Herts) 

Editors note As a rule we do not publish anonymous 
letters or comments  but since the above  are available to 
TRPC we have  made an exception on this occasion 
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Fun Run with 
Plogging at  
Long Marston 
THE Leighton Fun Runners will be 
descending on the villages in early 
April to put on their sell-out race. the 
Leighton 10K.  This new location 
makes for a glorious undulating run 
around the Hertfordshire countryside.  Starting and finishing at the Long Marston Cricket Club, the route heads uphill reaching 
Cheddington, before going downhill and turning onto the Grand Union Canal at Cooks Wharf. From there the route follows the 
canal through Marsworth, before heading back on to the road and downhill through Gubblecote back to the finish on the cricket 
green where glory and cake awaits. At LFR we love a plot twist and the race will again pass through pub garden of The Queen’s 
Head, Long Marston! 
The race HQ at the cricket club provides parking, toilets, changing, bag drop and refreshments (for a small donation) which 
includes LFR’s famous cakes! Cakes are not the only goodies finishers will receive - you also get a technical t-shirt. 
 Prizes will be awarded for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd placed men and women plus 1st place prizes for the following age categories: 
MV40, MV50, MV60, MV70 and FV35, FV45, FV55 and FV65.  There is also a team prize available for the first team of 10 
back to the finish. 
All proceeds from the race and cake donations go to LFR's chosen charity for the year (to be chosen in February 2020).  In the 
past we have supported Reclaim Life, Brain Tumour Research, Willen Hospice and Jamie’s Rhythm of Life - all local charities. 
To thank the local area for putting up with 300 runners running around the place, LFR will be putting on a “Plogging” 
Run.  Plogging! What is plogging? 'Plogging' is a Swedish fitness trend that combines running with picking up litter.  LFR will 
take to the roads to pick up as much litter as we can to give back to the community which is hosting us. 
Thanks to Malcolm Miles for the loan of his field and also to Long Marston Cricket Club for the loan of their facilities.  
Why not head to the roads to support the runners as they go by or head to the Race HG for some fun and cake.   If you fancy 
joining us for a run, full entry details are below: 
Location:    Long Marston Cricket Club, Cheddington Lane, Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP 

Date:          5th April 2020 

Cost:          £18 Unaffiliated; £16 Affiliated 

For  further information or to ask any questions you can email me, Daniel Green on daniel74green@gmail.com or go the web 
site www.leightonfunrunners.org.uk/club-activities/ 
 

Long Marston Cricket Club                                        
by Matt Storey 
 

IT MIGHT seem like summer is a long way away, but preparations for 
the 2020 season are ramping up at Long Marston CC. 
 

Although the first friendlies are not scheduled until mid-April, winter 
nets begin for players on Sunday 9th February at Chesham Prep 
School. 
 

If anyone fancies taking up the sport of cricket, whether they have 
played before or never picked up a cricket bat in their life, please do 
contact the club for more details (number below). We have three 
Saturday teams and one Sunday, so can cater for all standards, plus a 
thriving social side.  
 

Got a young boy or girl who watched the World Cup final in July and saw Ben Stokes’ heroics as England lifted that trophy for 
the first time? Why not let them come down to LMCC and try out the sport.  
 

Our junior section continues to grow and we want as many local children as possible playing the best sport in the world.  
 

If you are interested in getting your child involved in the cricket club, please get in touch with Lee Beesley (07923462037). 
Winter training begins on the same day as the adults and carries on throughout the summer.  
 

And finally, our pavilion remains available for hire. It has a fully stocked bar and a kitchen to use. Email Matt Storey at 
storeymatt@hotmail.com for more details. 
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Join in the millionaire 
challenge 
ON APRIL 20th, The Wilstone Ridgeway Walkers are 
doing just that  - walking the 87 mile Ridgeway path to 
Ivinghoe before returning to Wilstone.  
Following a route used since prehistoric times by travellers, 
herdsmen and soldiers, the Ridgeway passes through ancient 
landscapes through downland, secluded valleys and 
woodland.     
Wilstone villagers Jill Walker, Keith Fox, Mark Simmonds 
and John Taylor are undertaking the six day adventure. Any 
similarity to the Last of the Summer Wine (see below) is 
entirely intentional and highly apt. Guess who is who! 
They are doing it simply for the challenge, but in the process 

they will be raising 
money for charity.  
This is how you can join 
the millionaire 
challenge. The four of 
them will walk, in total 
and including 
diversions, getting lost 
etc., somewhere 
between 800,000 and 
1,000,000 steps, 
measured using a fit-bit. 
For the payment of £1 a 
go, and you can have as 
many goes as you like, 
you can guess how 
many steps they will 
actually achieve over the 

87 miles. The closest guess will win half the pot, and the rest 
will go to SoCs. 
There will be a list in Wilstone Community Shop so pop in 
soon and put your name down.   
Thank you. 

Meet new young local joiner 

Charlie Woodbridge 
 

CHARLIE has lived in Wilstone all his life.  He completed a 
joinery apprenticeship at a renowned bespoke joinery compa-
ny and decided to set up his own business, CSW Joinery in 
2017. 
Charlie has always been interested in how things work and 
spent hours dismantling defunct electrical equipment when he 
was a child, of course now he enjoys putting things together, 
like a jigsaw puzzle. 
Charlie makes all manner of bespoke items.   Previous jobs 
have included new kitchen doors, bespoke freestanding and 
fitted furniture which has included wardrobes, kitchen cabi-
nets and storage solutions as well as furniture from recycled 
pallet wood. 
Charlie feels proud of the end product. An extract from his 
website states: “We seek quality in all that we do, the passion 
we have for Joinery is shown through our work from the pro-
cesses we use to the materials we select, each detail of the 
task is carefully considered and expertly crafted”.  He enjoys 
the design aspect of the work producing CAD drawings for 
client approval prior to manufacture. 
Charlie has a workshop in Wilstone where he prepares his 
projects.  In his down time Charlie enjoys travelling and has 
recently visited Oslo, Hawaii and toured the USA. 
Phone number: 07718088212 

Email: c.s.w.joinery@gmail.com  
Website: www.cswjoinery.com 

mailto:c.s.w.joinery@gmail.com
http://www.cswjoinery.com
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Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

 

Problem with your windows? 

  
- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 
01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

F.R Jeffery & Son 
   Coal Merchant 

 

 Coal, Smokeless Fuel, 
Kiln Dried Logs,  

            & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances  
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact us on: 01296 661258 

 

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen appli-

ances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 

www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  
please call for further information. 

T&S TREECARE 
 

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED. 
HEDGES SHAPED, PRUNED OR REMOVED. 

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING, 
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING. 

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED. 
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE. 

 

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

Telephone: 01296 662167 
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  From the Vicarage   

The true you               by Rev’d  Michelle Grace  
ACCORDING to a 2018 poll, the top five most common New 
Year’s resolutions in the UK are - eat better; exercise more; 
spend less money; get more sleep; read more books. If you 
made any resolutions back in January, how are they going, a 
month on? We often think about making big changes to our 
lives as a new year begins. However, often those good 
intentions don’t last long.  According to a story in U.S. News in 
2015, 80% of people fail in their resolutions by February. In 
fact, the second Friday of January has been coined ‘Quitters’ 
Day’ because that’s when people are most likely to give up! 
So, why do we persist with making New Year’s resolutions 
when most of us will break them within three weeks? 
 

Perhaps it’s because our culture often sells us the dream of a 
‘new you’: becoming a version of ourselves that is stronger, 
wealthier, brainier, more physically attractive, more popular 
and so on. We’re told that when we find this ‘new us’, we will 
feel better, happier and more fulfilled. Clearly, there’s nothing 
wrong with deciding to eat more healthily or having a go at a 
hobby that we’ve always fancied trying. But what if we are 
looking for the best version of ourselves in the wrong place? 
What if the person we really want to be is not out there 
somewhere, waiting to get in? What if that person is already 
within us, waiting to get out? 

 

We can often end up focusing on all the things about 
ourselves that we feel dissatisfied with and wish we could 
change. And yet, paying attention to those things that make us 
feel alive and make our hearts sing, can have an extraordinary 
impact, for us, and others. 
 

So, here’s a simple challenge for 2020: forget the new you; 
find the true you instead! As someone once said, ‘Don’t ask 
what the world needs.  Ask what makes you come alive and 
go and do it, because what the world needs is people who 
have come alive.’ (Howard Thurman, theologian) 
 

It is possible that making a few lifestyle changes will make us 
happier for a time. But perhaps true fulfilment is only found 
when we discover what makes us come alive – whether that’s 
creating, running, gardening, inventing, being hospitable or 
standing up for the needs of others – and we do it to the best 
of our ability.  What is it that makes your heart sing? 

 

Every blessing, Michelle  
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 
 no extra charge. 

 

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 
Welding -  
Tyres -  
Wheels balanced -  
Batteries -  
Exhausts -  
Diagnostic Tuning -  
Air Conditioning servic-
ing  
and repairs  

 

 

Phone: 01296 662280 

New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

 

 

ROOFING 

 

FIRST STEPS PRESCHOOL   
 

HELPING OUR CHILDREN BECOME WORLD READY 

 

Monday   9-3pm   Term time    Tuesday    9-3pm  Term time 
Thursday  9-3pm   Term time    Friday      9-3pm  Term time 

  
 

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk 

firststepspreschool@gmail.com 

 
 

Victory hall, Station Road, Long Marston 
HP23 4QS 

 

Tel: 07925185311       

 

Ofsted rated 
Good’                                                                    
December 2016. 

*Tax-free vouchers,  
 

*30Hours and 
County funding 
registered. 
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The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 

Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 
 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 

 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 
In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 

 

Tel: 01442 824856 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  
Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 
fence painting etc. 

 

Odd Job Man. 
Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 

PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 

PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

sbhgm001@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

PET SITTERS Since 2000 
 

WE CARE WHEN YOU’RE NOT THERE! 
 

    We walk feed clean out &  Cuddle. 
    Dogs, Cats, Chickens, Goats, & All small animals 

 

    Registered with NARP 

 Call Beverley Cornthwaite 

   Tel.no 01442822191   Mob 07967019031 

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk 

    

 
 

 

Friendly village pub - open all day 

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm 

(except Sunday evening and Monday evening) 

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 
Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ● Car Park ● Dog Friendly 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk  

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions: 
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order or discuss your menu. 
 

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375 

www.seatonscatering.co.uk 

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
 

“A five star hygiene rating ” 
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.                                                       Solution on page 24 

No 136 Moderate 

Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore Poets corner 
From a small collection of poems from 30’s thro 60’s by local 
poet John H Mullins. We will be reproducing more from the 
collection most with a local theme. 
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THE Village Hall in Longub Puttastone had stood four-square 
on its site opposite the church as long as anyone could 
remember. It had been built by public subscription and fund 
raising by the residents to commemorate the end of the First 
World War – “The War to End All Wars”. The hall had 
witnessed many changes over the ensuing years and 
decades; the slow recovery from the tragic losses of the late 
conflict; the birth of a new generation of villagers (and the 
expansion of the school needed to meet the growing number 
of eager pupils – and its subsequent tragic destruction during 
the dark days of the second terrible global conflict which took 
yet another tithe of the male residents). The hall had been the 
home of many clubs and organisations, the venue for village 
events, parties and shows, and when the occasion arose it 
had been called on to act as a polling station for the election 
of councillors and MPs. But time and use had taken their toll, 
and though ad hoc repairs and patchings had kept the hall in 
service and available for all and any who required the facilities 
it provided, the cracks were beginning to appear – literally, as 
a recent survey had revealed. Even the most optimistic 
estimates indicated that a very large sum of money would be 
demanded to make sure that the venerable old building 
continued to fill its central role in the life of the village for 
another hundred years and more. 
Happily the response to this revelation was immediate and 
positive, for while some began detailed planning and 
“Investigation of Options” most of the rest rolled up their 
sleeves, metaphorically spat on their hands (apart from Old 
Siegfried, who really did spit on his hands) and got cracking. 
Groups and individuals alike organised events, raffles, 
auctions and countless other imaginative fund-raising 
initiatives. One villager ran a popular Bingo evening, another 
organised a marvellous talent contest. People undertook all 
manner of ridiculous (and not infrequently dangerous) 
challenges so that they could wrangle and extort sponsorship 
from as many as were willing to contribute. And little by little, 
the money began to trickle in. 
Now the Women’s Association were eager and determined to 
make a significant contribution, and after some debate (and 
often quite heated argument) they decided on the ambitious 
project of a Supper Theatre Evening. The “Supper” part was 
easily arranged and on very generous terms too, thanks to the 
cooperation of Ferdinand, who ran the mobile fish and chip 
van. However, the ”Theatre” part was not so straight forward. 
What sort of show should the ladies put on? A standard play? 
A farce? A musical? Eventually, after much soul-searching 
and “Frank Exchange of Views” the ambitious decision was 
taken to stage a full blown production of Kismet. Very quickly 
jobs, roles and responsibilities were allotted. No one was 
exactly sure how it happened, but neither was anyone terribly 
surprised when Prunella landed herself the starring role – 
whereas Alice was restricted to a non-singing non-appearing 
backstage job. She was secretly disappointed. She would not 
dream of putting herself forward (unlike some of them), even 
though she had a remarkable singing voice that would have 
astonished many. Nevertheless, she, and all the ladies, threw 
themselves whole-heartedly into their various tasks, and after 
a quite inadequate number of chaotic rehearsals the big night 
arrived, and the Supper and the Show went on. 
The evening was certainly unusual. While the fish and chips 
were as good as ever, the performance left many in the 
audience stunned and at something of a loss. A kindly critic 
might have been generous and charitable, and merely 
described it as “awful”, and left it (in other words, walked out) 
at that. But the audience was captive (and besides; they’d 
paid good money) and felt that they had to endure the entirety 
of Kismet. Most of them were suitably resigned to their Fate 

anyway – and were bolstered in their stoicism by the 
consumption of copious amounts of the inexpensive (and it 
must be admitted, quite strange) house red wine. This was 
born out at the end of the evening by the myriad stains and 
blotches which decorated the previously pristine white table 
cloths. When the show ended, and the shell-shocked 
audience made their dazed way out of the hall, one gentleman 
was heard to comment that it had given a whole new meaning 
to the word “amateur” as applied to theatricals. 
In the aftermath and clear-up, Alice courageously volunteered 
to launder the devastated table cloths. Actually, she was 
confident that by soaking them in a solution of some pink stuff 
she had recently got hold of (called Banish) the task would not 
be too difficult or daunting. Additionally, the weather 
forecasters had revealed that the tail-end of Storm Donald 
(something nasty and full of wind from across the Atlantic) 
would be blowing locally in the next few days. Thus 
reassured, Alice took the stained cloths home, and filled her 
bath with the pink solution and half the cloths. She found she 
had to borrow a tin bath (from Jake Sparhawk – it showed 
little sign of use) to soak the rest in. And then disaster struck. 
When “Donald” arrived, far from being just a washing-drying 
zephyr, it (or he) proved to be a veritable hurricane. It (or he) 
hit the village like a screaming banshee. A huge amount of 
damage was caused – roof tiles and chimneys were torn off 
and smashed, thatch was ripped asunder, trees were cast 
down blocking roads – and hundreds of loose items were 
snatched up and ended up in novel locations. One of the 
cricket club screens was found floating in the Grand Onion 
Canal, and was instantly seized and used by an adventurous 
gang of boys playing at Kontiki. The golden weather cock took 
flight from the top of the church tower and was never seen 
again. Washing – and washing lines – were torn away and 
scattered far and wide; one item of delicate ladies lingerie 
(owner not identified) of an extraordinarily frilly nature 
somehow found its way through an open window in one of 
Thomas’ sheds and into an open fermenting tub of bitter. 
(Siegfried later admitted he had not realised that this was an 
ingredient involved in the production of Small Beer). 
Luckily for Alice, she had not had time to hang out the table 
cloths before her posts and lines in her garden completely 
vanished, whipped away by the evil Donald, but she had no 
idea what she could possibly do, with two bath tubs of soaking 
wet cloths, urgently needing to be dried. She found herself 
standing on her doorstep, wringing her hands in dismay and 
uncertainty, when Old Siegfried happened along, his best 
allotment fork on his shoulder. 
“What’s up, Aniseed?” he asked her as he paused by her 
gate. 
Alice quickly explained about her wet laundry, and the 
disaster with her washing line, and how she was sure she did 
not know what she was going to do. Siegfried scratched 
himself thoughtfully, and then said 

“My old washing line in the back garden is likely still alright – 
it’s a bit blooming overgrown and sheltered. You can use that 
if you want.” He suddenly leered, and a glint came in his eye, 
and his voice developed an unsettling tone. He took a step 
towards Alice. “I could help you peg your bits and pieces up, if 
you like”. 
Alice did not feel altogether comfortable about the 
suspiciously suggestive look on Siegfried’s face, but she tilted 
her head in acceptance of his offer. “That would be very kind 
Siggy. It’s all the table cloths from the hall; all very wet, all 
very heavy”. 

Somewhere to Hang Out                                by Martin Winship 

A Story of Longub Puttastone 
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Siegfried frowned and looked disappointed. “Oh. Er, well, 
actually, now I come to think of it. Yes. I’ve got to get to my 
blooming allotment. Er, my peas…..” And off he strode, 
without a backwards glance, muttering something as he went. 
He was replaced by Florence who arrived at that moment. 
She had just heard about Alice’s disaster.  
“Oh dear Alice! What on earth are we going to do?” 
Alice smiled confidently, took a breath, and in a sweet 
contralto voice, she warbled 

 

“I’M GOING TO HANG OUT THE WASHING ON OLD 
SIEGFRIED’S LINE – 

IF OLD SIEGFRIED’S LINE’S STILL THERE”. 
And it was, and that’s exactly what they did. 

A Story of Longub Puttastone cont’d 

 Do plenty in 2020!   
To mark the start of 2020, we're bringing you some inspiring ways to get involved with  

Rennie Grove throughout the year:  

Grab 2020 by the horns and 
sign up to our new 30 Day 
Virtual Challenge. Join our 
online community on 
GivePenny to set your target. 
You might decide to run 30 
miles, cycle 300 miles, or walk 
300,000 steps in 30 days.    

The choice truly is yours, you could even challenge 
yourself to give something up for 30 days, or set a 
reading target, cook new meals...whatever you choose 
will be in the name of raising money for local patients.  

Make 2020 the year you step outside your comfort zone for Rennie Grove! We 
have a number of sponsored challenge events you can get involved with. Push 
your limits and raise what you can for our services. Take the leap of faith at our 
Skydive at Hinton airfield on Saturday 2 May. Email our fundraising team for more 
information.  
 

See a full list of events on our website and make the first step to reach your goal. 
 

 The Herts 10K will be back on 
Sunday 4 October, and this year 
we're celebrating its 15th 
anniversary!  
 

To mark this milestone, we'll be 
offering a half marathon route as well 
as the 10K.  
 

Make the most of our early bird offer 
and sign up when we launch on Wednesday 15January.  It's a 
great way to get fit as a new year resolution, so sign up, get training 
and raise funds to support our patients and families. Get in touch 
with us to be the first to know when registration opens, 
(mailto:herts10k@renniegrove.org). 

 

Save the date   
We love seeing our supporters at our fundraisers throughout the year. Your support means we can continue to care for 
adults and children across Bucks and west Herts who live with a life limiting illness, (www.renniegrove.org/support/our-events). 

Challenge yourself in any way you 
choose for 30 days   

Take on the Herts 10K or the brand new 
Half Marathon   

Push yourself to try something new   

 

WI News             by Magggie Winship 

 

CHRISTMAS for our WI is always a very sociable time! As 
well as holding our own Christmas Party, our members are 
invited to join other groups for their celebrations. We had a 
wonderful evening with the Wing WI for their Carol Concert, 
where we not only sang all our favourite carols but listened to 
some very entertaining readings as well. Our Beacon Group 
Carol Service was held at Aston Clinton church, which was 
also hosting a Christmas Tree Festival. Thirty nine trees, all 
diversely decorated by local groups, were displayed around 
the church and made a wonderful backdrop to our Christmas 
service. 

 

Our February meeting is a talk by a representative of 
Dacorum Council who is coming to tell us about how our 
waste is recycled. This evening will be open to all, and there 
will be free admission. It follows on from our litter picks, and 
we hope it will be of interest to a lot of people. 
 

Finally, the WI would like to wish all our readers a belated 
Happy New Year, and look forward to seeing some of you at 
our meetings. 
 



Village News 

 The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter                  

Supported by The Puttenham Trust 

A very happy New Year to Everyone ! 

THE PUTTENHAM DIARY 
 

A list of all our up-coming events at Puttenham for 2020.  Please make a note of 
these in your diary  ……………. 

 

Saturday,  28th March    Jumble Sale   (Friends of Puttenham Church) 
Friday,  3rd   April    Tea Rooms (St.Mary’s) 
Friday,  1st   May    May Day – 6 a.m. !! 
Saturday,  9th   May    Spring Lunch (Puttenham Trust) 
Friday,  12th June   Tea Rooms (St.Mary’s) 
Saturday,   4th  July    A Puttenham Event TBC (Friends of Putt. Church) 
Friday,  31st July   Tea Rooms (St.Mary’s) 
Saturday,  1st   August   Our Stall at the Horti Show in Long Marston 

Saturday,   5th   September  Jumble Sale (Friends of Puttenham Church) 
Friday,   9th   October   Tea Rooms (St.Mary’s) 
Saturday,  31st  October   October Lunch (Puttenham Trust) 
Saturday,  28th November  A concert (to be confirmed.)  

 

JUMBLE SALE 

Saturday, 28th March – 2 p.m. 
 

Please hold off from delivering items for this until a week before the sale if at all possible. 
 

If you are able to help at the sale on the day, or with sorting during the week prior, please con-
tact Christine on 07514 548289 

Cecilia Tea Rooms
 

Friday, 3rd April     3p.m. – 5 p.m.     £5 per head. 

Please book your seats in advance to help with catering. 

Advance Notice: …..         

Solution No 136 
Going for a song  
A large framed copy of map of entitled ‘Long Marston 
Puttenham Astrope Gubblecote and District’ from 1995 
but based on a map of 1796 with water colour 
illustrations of various parish features is looking for a 
good home. Possibly drawn for the Horti and of historial 
interest. Please contact   
Joy Parker, 01296 688116 or joyriddell110642@gmail.com  



Village News 

 

HERE are the result of the draw for the February 100 Club draw. The 
draw was made by  John Taylor who is the distribution manager for 
Village News. A Wilstone resident John ,  coordinates the distribution 
of the magazine  through a team of 31 volunteer distributors who in 
turn make the final delivery to all  premises. Each distributor has a 
proscribed list of addresses on their delivery round, to which a copy of 
the magazine is hand delivered, notably all normally within 48 hours of 
our initial receipt of each months edition from the printers. 

It is John who takes initial delivery of the magazine from the printers, 
counts and sorts copies into bundles for each distributor and then either delivers, 
or coordinates delivery to the 31 individual distributors. 

 Village News is delivered to all homes within the boundary of Tring Rural par-
ish, plus a few other limited outlying premises. Across Astrope, Gubblecote, Lit-
tle Tring, Long Marston, Puttenham, Tringford, Startops End, Wilstone and Wil-
stone Green this currently amounts to almost 700 copies monthly. 

As we continue to see housing development within the Parish the list of delivery 
premises continues to grow, and consequently there is an ongoing need for poten-
tial additional volunteer distributors. If you feel you’d like to join our team, please 
contact John or any of the other Village News management team.” 

 

 

100 Club Draw                                                             by Keith Fox  



Village News 

Village News  

Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End. 
 

Send your editorial contributions, 
articles, event notices, news and pictures 
to: editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
(Please note this is EDITORWLMP in lower 
case) 
 

Deadline for items to go in the March is: 
Wednesday 19 February2020 

 

The editor will be  Caroline Clist 
 

Thank you … 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: John Taylor 07940 206056  

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101  
Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team 

Sergeant Ryan Hemmings supported by PC Mark Procter, 
PCSO Martin Leadbetter and  PCSO Tommy Walter
 01707 354192 

Fly-tipping reports 

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 
 

Reports of river flooding  
Environment Agency   0845 988 1188 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter   07514 548289 

   Cubs and Scouts   
   Jane Dawson                                  07759 888085 

LM&P Horticultural Society 

David Severs   01296 661021 

St Cross Wilstone 

Clergy  Rev’d  Jane Banister    

Churchwarden  Ken Martin  01442 822894 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

Rector  Rev'd Huw Bellis   01442 822170 

Churchwarden  Christine Rutter 07514 548289 

All Saints Long Marston 

Clergy  Rev’d Jane Banister  01442 822170 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Doug Chalmers   07885 962818 

Clerk to the Parish Council 
   Chloe Collins            email: clerk@tringrural-pc.co.uk 

   Villages Warden 

Colin Reedman   01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 
Hall hire: Gillie Mann   01296 668548 

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Chris Bowles            chair@longmarstoncc.co.uk 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 
Jo Zygiert / Maria Adams   07925 185311 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Jackie Anwyl   01296 663810 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman   01296 668054 

Long Marston School   01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 
Gagan Mohindra MP  02072 193000 

gagan.mohindra.mp@parliament.uk 

Sing-Wilstone 

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444 

Village News 

Colin Moore 01442 826976 

Whitchurch Morris Men 

John Bush 01296 641382 

Wilstone Allotment Assn. 
Mick McManus 01442 828748 

Wilstone Village Hall 
Bookings: Tony Short 01442 823096 

WI 

Pam Edmonds                             01296 661370 

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

  Local names and numbers 
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What are your main pastimes? 

As I have said before we do not have a lot of free time. 
However the care of our three dogs – Solar (an English 
springer) Honey (a Labrador cocker cross) and the 
newest addition Bella (a sprocker) – keeps us active as 
well as giving us a way to visit other pubs in the area. I 
also try to work the two elder dogs on shoots as this 
gives them real exercise. 
 

We try to take about 4 short break of 3 to 4 days  each 
every year  and, given a choice, prefer to jet away to the 
sun. However this year as Bella is still young we will 
probably stay in the UK for some of our holidays. 
 

Is there anything you would like to improve? 

I can safely say that we both have a terrible  
memory for dates. A very good example is that on our 
first wedding anniversary Abi and I got out of bed and 
carried on as any other day. It was only when we 
opened the post and got an anniversary card from my 
mother that we looked at each other in surprise – we 
had both forgotten!  
 

(Editors note; They were married on 11th July 2015 – if you 
are in the bar on the 10th do drop a hint) 
  

A snapshot into the life of Guy Campbell 
Landlord of the Half Moon Wilstone                      by John McCall 

Where were you before Wilstone? 

I WAS BORN in Beaconsfield but 
lived most of my life in Hemel 
Hempstead. I was educated in 
Berkhamsted and was a member of 
Berkhamsted golf club roughly from 
the age of 12 to 40 – a game I still 
enjoy and to which I will definitely 
return to when I have more time. My 
life changed when, as the bar manager 
of the White Lion at Marsworth, Abi 
(please note the spelling!) applied for a 
temporary job which, needless to say, 
she got. Our relationship developed 
and when the White Lion closed we 
were offered, through a friend, a one 
month rolling lease at a pub in St. 
Albans. Abi and I took this as a test as 
to whether we could live and work 
together – thankfully after one and a 
half years we both agreed we could. 
When this contract finished we were 
lucky enough to find that the Half  
Moon, a pub that we had visited before 
and really liked, was available and we 
jumped at the chance. 
 

What will the future bring? 

After 6 ½ years luckily the pub is flourishing.  
Although we don’t have a lot of space – we can seat and 
feed  28 people at the most – the lunchtime trade is busy 
and the evening trade steady. Sunday lunches are a 
particular highlight and we are proud of the consistent 
quality. We source our meat through the Peterborough 
Game Company, a wholesale butcher, who have always 
provided us with the quality we want. We are lucky that 
we not only have the support of the local community 
but that a lot of people love to visit Wilstone for a day’s 
walking or maybe just to come to the pub. 
 

We are currently in the process of finalising a 5 year 
extension to our contract which will see us through to 
July 2026. It is important to us that, although we are 
tenants, the pub is a free house. In publican’s terms we 
are “free of  tie” and can source our beer wherever we 
choose therefore enabling us to pass on good prices to 
our customers.  
 

What is your typical working day? 

Although not fully “on duty” the whole time we work 
pretty much a 14 hour day. Obviously the beer has to be 
nurtured, the pub kept clean as well of our own 
domestic duties. We also ensure we get fresh food 
everyday as part of the meal service as it is important 
that standards don’t slip. 
 

Guy and Abi Cambell                                                                 Picture Village News 
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HOW exciting!  As the latest volunteers at the Millhoppers 
nature reserve, we’ve been asked to write and share it with 
the parish; and there we were thinking that we were just on 
our Christmas holidays!  That’s us, in the photographs that 
we got one of the humans to take, although, I’m biased, I 
think we’re a lovely flock, the best! 
 Since we were here for our Christmas holidays last 
year, the humans have been doing a lot of work, sadly this 
includes making the fences ‘sheep proof’, oh well there’s 
nothing we like more than a bit of a challenge.  Call it fence 
testing.  That’s what we do.  Not escaping.  Definitely not. 
 Don’t you like a bit of ivy at Christmas?  Well it’s 
traditional, isn’t it?  We had some nice ivy for Christmas 
lunch, just like in the photograph below.  The humans have 

Latest volunteers     by ewe 

done some work to remove some of the blackthorn and make 
hedges from some of the rest, which made it easier to get to the 
tasty plants. 
 It was also nice to get to paddle in the water which was 
flowing through the meadows.  The humans have done some 
work to clear the waterways, they went on a training course that 
the EA ran.  It must be hard when you can’t just eat plants. 
 Apparently we’ve been helping with the traditional 
management of the meadows, that’s what the humans told us 
when they came to see us - it was the highlight of their 
Christmas.  Although we think that a few more sheep nuts would 
have been in order. 
Being a volunteer is so much fun, see you there next Christmas?. 

Photos by Chris Hilling 


