
February 2016 Village News
Your independent village 
magazine - produced and 
delivered free to every 
home in the Tring Rural 
villages entirely by local 
volunteers.

Inside this issue:

For the people in Astrope, Gubblecote, Little Tring, Long Marston, Puttenham & Wilstone

Special features

• Broadband update   7

• Community shop    10                   

• Water woes            20

• Longub Puttastone 22

• Puttenham page    23

• Andy’s tales           25

We depend on readers’ 
articles and pictures. 
So let’s have them!

What's on 4

Parish Council 8

Letters 17

Local Contacts 29

Vicarage news 31

Church services 3

MP meets with
local action group 
A recently formed local action group calling themselves “Tring Rural water 

woes” met yesterday (Friday 22 January) with local MP David Gauke.

The group aims to tackle “Inadequate infrastructure leading to health and 
safety issues, sewage and water overflow, highway hazards and  flooding: 
caused by inaction over decades” according to their Facebook page. They do 
not want see a repeat of previous years flooding as depicted below. 

David Gauke who is a government minister as Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury “has been championing the issues we have had over the past 
couple of years” according to a group member. Members of the group met  
with Mr Gauke on Friday evening at Berkhamsted Civic Centre.

Following the meeting a group spokesman told Village News, “Residents 
attended a meeting with David Gauke on Friday night which included 
representatives from Thames Water.  Thames Water agreed to carry out 
further investigations into the area and will look at making proposals that will 
improve the 
sewage and 
surface water 
drainage.”

Surprisingly the 
group wish to 
remain 
anonymous for 
the time 
being.They 
explain their 
position in 
detail on page 
20. Tring Rural water woes want to avoid a repeat of scenes like 

this in the centre of Long Marston.

Bridge closure may cause disruption  
After many years of problems and temporary fixes, Network Rail have decided finally 
to  repair the road bridge at Cheddington Station. The work is scheduled to start on 
Monday 15 February and will last for 9 weeks during which time the bridge will be 
closed to road traffic.  
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8pm Friday February 19th.  Doors open 7.15pm 
Wilstone Village Hall.  Licensed bar.

Tickets £7 available at Wilstone Community Shop

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 19th

Starring Daniel Craig, Ben Wishaw, Ralph Fiennes & Lea Seydoux

A cryptic message from the past sends James Bond on a rogue mission to Mexico 
City and eventually Rome, where he meets the beautiful and forbidden widow of an 
infamous criminal. Bond infiltrates a secret meeting and uncovers the existence of 
the sinister organization known as SPECTRE. 

COMING SOON

March 18th

The Lady in the 

Van

April 8th

Sunshine over 

Leith
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I wish all our readers a Happy New Year on behalf of 
the Village News team.

It’s all happening in our Villages with the Panto in 
Long Marston, a new production of Treasure 
Island.In Wilstone they are about to start discussing 
this year’s fete and it’s still Winter. At least our new 
action group are well aware of this and are working 
hard to prevent future floods.

This month there is plenty to read in this issue just 
right for a wet and cold day and you can always try 
the Sudoku. It’s good to see Andy Ashwell back with 
a new story after a short break and Martin Winship 
with another story of Longub Puttastone.

We have a letter (page 17) from David Lewin asking 
about the Bateman family, in particular a Frederick  
Bateman born in Wilstone in 1892. Last night looking 
through the photographs in the Half Moon I found an 
F Bateman. I guess from his age it would have been 
a son or nephew. I am sure one of our readers will be 
able to throw some light on this question. Please let 
us know for the March edition.

The next edition will be for March 2016 

and the deadline for items is: 

Wednesday 17 February 2016

Village News Church services
St Mary’s Puttenham

St Cross Wilstone and
All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us 

at any of the services.

7 February

10am St. Cross Worship for All

10am All Saints Sunday Worship

10 February – Ash Wednesday

10am St. Cross Holy Communion (with imposition of 

ashes)

14 February
8.15am St. Mary’s Holy Communion

10am St Cross Sunday Worship

10am All Saints Holy Communion

6pm All Saints Evening Prayer

21 February
10am St. Cross Holy Communion

10am All Saints Sunday Worship

23 February

10am St. Cross Holy Communion

28 February

10am St. Cross Sunday Worship

10am All Saints Holy Communion

3.30pm St. Mary’s Evensong 

Read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

All Saints  Long Marston 
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What’s on... 

Diary dates... 
Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 3 February  Puttenham village hall

Wednesday 2March Long Marston Village Hall 

Saturday 5th March

Tennis Club Quiz Night

 7pm, Long Marston Village Hall.

Friday 18 March 2016

Wilstone film night: last show of the season.

Wednesday 10 Feb

Long Marston & Puttenham Horti AGM

Victory Hall , Long Marston.

Sunday 7February

Candlemas at St Cross 10am

8th-20th February

Panto - 'Treasure Island' 

Victory Hall , Long Marston

Sunday 1 May
 Cricket 1st round national village cup  2pm start.

Long Marstone at home to Eaton Bray. 

Sunday 5 May 

Mothers Day servive St Cross 10am

Fiday 27 May

Annual Village Football Match 

LM Recreation Ground

Sunday 19 June

Marsworth Steam Rally, Startops Farm 

 Saturday 6 August

Long Marston & Puttenham Annual Village Show

Victory Hall , Long Marston.

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm  

Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon

Read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Reader offer: Champagne 
bargains for Valentine’s Day

Turn to page 15 to see this month's special 
offers for readers from Village Wines.

Come to the Cabaret, 

old chums! 

Last call for tickets for Maggie’s 

Wilstone Cabaret on  
Saturday 6 February   £12.50 

 
The Wilstone Cabaret, produced by Maggie Buchi, has been 

running on and off for seven years, and this one might well 

be the last.

It is an opportunity to dress up a bit (not fancy dress unless 

you really want to), and come and see our wonderful array of 

local talent, especially the brilliant Toby Roberts and 

songbird Katy Evers. The Wilstonettes will be making a 

cameo appearance, and the illusionist, the Great Flydini, will 

bring a touch of magic to the show (those who have seen him 

before said, it was ‘immemorable’ and ‘saw more than I need 

to see’). Enjoy the fun of our comedy sketch, and of course 

the show would not be complete without the Wilstone 

showgirls.

Included in the price is a supper provided by courtesy of John 

Seaton Catering, which will be served at your table by the 

Showgirls at around 9pm. 

There will be all sorts of prizes, so come and have some fun 

with your chums.

Tickets are £12.50 and are limited. Available at Wilstone 

Community Shop, at the time of writing.
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Annual General Meeting 
Long Marston and Puttenham 

Horticultural Society
at the Long Marston Victory Hall

on Wednesday 10 February at 8:00pm

The Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society 
are principally associated with the annual village show 
that takes place every year on the first Saturday in 
August. 

However, we also put on a number of events in the 
village throughout the year and support others like the 
Wilstone show and the Marsworth Steam Rally. These 
things can not take place without the help and valuable 
assistance of a happy band of volunteers. 

From our traditional pantomime in February (see 
separate article) to Carols round the Christmas Tree, 
we are always on the look out for new members who 
can help us achieve this and would welcome anyone 
interested in joining us.

Why not come to our AGM on the Wednesday 10 
February and meet the team. We will be serving 
refreshments that night and would be only too happy to 
talk to you about what we do.

Winter fun 
Cheddington Bowls Club

Join us for Winter fun  at Cheddington Bowls Club
– you and any friends you bring will receive a warm 

welcome. 

Arrive at 7pm for a 7.30 start

Bingo Saturday 20 February 

Race night Saturday 8 April

OUR  bowlers and their partners have just returned 
from a 4 day treat at Potters Leisure Resort (Hopton on 
Sea), tired, but full of the joys of ‘winter’. Potters is the 
home of the World Bowls Championships; shown each 
January on BBC.

Potters is perhaps better known for its leisure facilities, 
its theatre school and West End quality shows, good 
food and dance and big band weekends. Potters is a 
favourite with many Club members, so Potters all 
inclusive holidays come highly recommend. We have 
already booked again for next year!

Free Parking at the Recreation Ground, High St, 
Cheddington.

During Winter weeks we have Short Mat bowls (2), 
Bridge and Cribbage sessions at the Club 

More info? Club Sec. Tony Duke 01525 220644/ Web. 
cheddingtonbowls.org.uk

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm  Saturday 7.30am to 

1.00pm  Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon.
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Fireworks planned at pantomime                         by Toby Davidson

NOT quite what you think! Instead of pyrotechnics on stage, 

this year’s pantomime will involve a lot of ‘Pirate 

Techniques’! This is because the Long Marston Horticultural 

Society are this year putting on a brand new pantomime 

version of Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic tale, Treasure 

Island.

This is the first new pantomime that our esteemed director/

creator, Neil Gurney, has written for a number of years and 

he has also altered the cast around a bit, so we have a brand 

new dame and baddies who have never been ‘evil’ on stage 

before. This combination means that this year’s performance 

should be a new experience for even the seasoned LM Panto 

fans.

For those people who haven’t been before, we stage a 

traditional pantomime with heroes, a fabulous dame and some 

really nasty baddies for you to boo and hiss at. It includes all 

the things you would associate with a good night out, 

including a bar offering tea and coffee as well as wine and 

beer, free sweets for the kids during the performance (both 

big and small!), and plenty of laughter. 

Tickets a (£7 adult, £5 concession, £3 children) are now 

available to buy from the Queen’s Head in Long Marston, 

Wilstone Community Shop and Meads Farm Shop. If you 

would prefer, tickets can be bought if you come to the Long 

Marston Victory Hall on Sunday afternoons between 2 & 

5pm. 

The performances are all during the February half-term 

holiday. Thursday 18, Friday 19 and Saturday 20 starting at 

7:30pm. We also do a Children’s Matinee on the Saturday 

afternoon (20th) starting at 2pm. This performance is 

especially popular, so don’t forget to buy your tickets early 

before they run out!

Like everything else that is done by amateurs, this production 

would not be possible without the able assistance of a number 

of volunteers. We paint our own sets, make all the props and 

costumes ourselves in between our regular rehearsals. 

However, we are always on the lookout for new members 

who would like to come and help. Perhaps you fancy doing a 

bit of painting, or can help out by doing a bit of sewing of an 

evening. We are looking for anyone who can spare us a bit of 

their time to help put the whole production together. Anyone 

interested in offering some help or maybe come and see the 

pantomime for free by serving behind the bar or selling raffle 

tickets and ice creams, please contact Vicky Hayes on 07855 

369515. See you there.

Supported by The Long Marston ‘Horti’
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WI News            by Magaret Kaye

Long Marston and Puttenham  WI

HELLO ladies. I hope you all enjoyed our social evening last 

month.As our speaker had to pull out at the last minute we 

held a Quiz and Beetle Drive instead.  Our speaker this month 

is Tracey Elizabeth Blaney who will demonstrate the art of 

making fascinators. We will also have the opportunity to 

make our own fascinator. Visitors are very welcome to attend 

this meeting. Refreshments this month will be provided by 

Wendy Ginger and Lynn Foster.  The walking group have 

changed one of their days and these will now take place on 

the first Tuesday of the month and the third Monday. The 

craft group meet on a Wednesday afternoon and the next 

meeting will be on Tuesday 9 February. If you need any more 

information please ring Margaret Kaye 01296 662975.

Village wireless broadband – progress update

THE  public meeting on December 10th to discuss the proposal to bring wireless broadband to the 

village was well attended with over 60 Tring Rural residents. The proposed provider, Village Networks, 

presented details of how their network operates using wireless technology.

One of the key issues discussed was concerning the funding the infrastructure, for which it was hoped 

that the Parish Council would be able to help. In the process of the meeting, the Chairperson agreed to 

look again at the proposals which had reduced in cost. In the meanwhile, given the speed at which 

everyone wanted to acquire broadband, it was discussed how the community might support the 

infrastructure investment required to fund the initial network installation.  This included the suggestion 

that Village Networks might charge a higher rate for an initial fixed period to cover the investment costs 

to install the main infrastructure, reducing to their standard tariff once the investment was paid for. It was argued that as Village 

Networks would be the financial beneficiary of this scheme, 

that they should fund it. However, there is the threat that BT 

would at some point install faster broadband, perhaps resulting 

in a loss of potential trade to Village Networks. 

Over 70 people have now confirmed interest in receiving a 

superfast broadband solution and Village Networks has 

confirmed that these numbers make the development of the 

network a viable proposition.  They are conducting ‘line of 

sight’ tests to identify possible network links to bring the 

service to everyone who has registered. It is essential that the 

initial design of the network considers all factors which might 

affect signal quality, particularly tree growth, which of course 

at this time of year is less evident. Following these surveys, 

they will develop a detailed programme for network 

installation of the main transmission nodes, with installation of 

the customer connections following once the main network is 

installed and commissioned. 

Village Networks has installed some customers in the north of 

the parish with line of sight of their existing nodes and they 

are enjoying 20+Mb/s speeds. An installation in Puttenham 

has been a great success, according to the user, and at the time 

of writing, the first installation in Wilstone was in progress.  

The anticipation is that more customer connections to the new 

network will be happening in February with the majority of 

the connections made by Easter. We seem to be on track 

towards being able to enjoy the superfast broadband highway!   

Information provided by Paul Firth and edited by Peter 

Walker.

Roy Belchamber of Puttenham said: ‘We had our Village 

Networks connection installed two months ago. The final 

impetus for us to change was waiting for BT to diagnose & 

fix a persistent intermittent line fault. The VN installation 

took  two hours. We were able to re-use our existing router 

and internal wifi infra-structure. Our antenna is about 2/3 

the size of a Sky dish and was spray painted black to blend-

in. See picture above.

The service has been impeccable, with no loss of 

connection since installation. We routinely see in the range 

of 16-24Mbps on downloads and 5-6Mbps on uploads. 

Pings are typically in the 15-30ms range. This is 

approximately 10x faster than we were able to achieve via 

our previous BT Broadband service. The consistent level of 

service is as important to us as a family for decent quality 

video calls, HD video streaming and high-resolution audio 

streaming. All for a mere £3 extra a month compared to 

BT. I really cannot fault it.

We terminated our BT contract, and ported our existing 

landline number over to the Vonage VOIP service for £15 

a month, including free 24/7 UK landline & mobile calls as 

well as free calls to 6 additional countries worldwide. This 

service has been good. It has some neat additional 

capabilities included in the monthly price, such as 

concurrent mobile ringing when you are away from the 

house and speech-to-text voicemail messages delivered via 

email.’

Greenhouse –Free!
FREE if you dismantle and take it away, about 12 by 8 feet, 

glass and metal, owner casting me off for a younger model. 

Phone 01296 668314

Reader offer: Champagne 
bargains for Valentines Day

Turn to page 15 to see this month's special 
offers for readers from Village Wines.
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Friendly village pub

Open all day

Food served 12 to 3pm and 6 to 9pm
(except Sunday and Monday evenings)

Real Ales ● Great Food ● Children’s Menu & 

Play Area ●Large Garden● Open Fire ● Heated 

Patio ●Car Park ●Dog Friendly ●Mobile Top up

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!

halfmoonwilstone@hotmail.co.uk 

Broadband
The latest news was that the company had agreed that 

if the council would stump up £5500 they could go 

ahead. They had confirmed that they could reach all of 

Wilstone and Long Marston, and that they would 

negotiate on an individual basis with any outlying 

property owners. It was suggested that an outside 

‘expert’ should be consulted (someone suitable lives in 

the villages) to make sure this is the best way forward, 

and if so the next move would be to obtain three 

competitive quotes.

Play Equipment

The project has gone over budget; the cost (including 

repair work) now stands at £46,000. Some of the repair 

work could be performed ‘in-house’.

Highways

Several problems are now ready for assessment. 

Apparently a 30mph sign which has been lying on the 

grass verge for some time is to be assessed. Is it 

Flooding

Members of the community were invited to have their say 

on this thorny issue, and they did! Various residents of 

Chapel Lane – one of the worst affected parts of Long 

Marston – made clear their frustration that two years after 

the last serious flooding event very little of consequence 

had happened. Reports, surveys, letters, photographs –

had all been performed, posted, perused and commented 

on; but no action had been taken. Other members of the 

public pointed out that the problem was not restricted to 

Chapel Lane; Cheddington Lane and Gubblecote were 

also badly affected.

The council expressed their empathy, and explained that 

they had and would continue to exert as much pressure 

as they could to get action taken. The main difficulty was 

the various agencies and individuals agreeing that 

‘something should be done’ and passing responsibility to 

someone else.

A member of the public suggested that a new social 

media page should be set up to publicise the ongoing 

issue nationally, and this idea was supported by 

everyone.

From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting  
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Tring Rural Parish Council contacts

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Richard Briant  01442 825674

Mr Robert Briant  01442 825674

Ms Andrea Garnham 01296 660767

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668257

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668190

Mr John Thirkettle 01296 661825

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell (Chairman) 01296 662207

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668977

The Clerk to the Council is :

Mrs Lucy Bancroft  07590 989202 

email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822031

Parish Council Website:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk

Community Shop Wilstone opening hours:

Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 2.00pm  

Saturday 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon

horizontal enough? And there is also a chevron missing 

from a sharp corner. Just how missing is it? 

Disappointingly, it seems our potholes are not deep or 

big enough to count.

Budget

The spending for the year is approximately £10,000 

over. This is mostly because of about £6000 extra for 

grass cutting, and £4000 in new interest charges. The 

members of the council struggled to find any savings, 

and were obliged to increase the precept to cover the 

shortfall. The average per house will therefore increase 

from about £21 to about £38.

Note

I have been informed that after the meeting, the 

councillors decided to look again at the budget and try 

to reduce the shortfall; in which case the figures quoted 

in the previous paragraph may not be final. The final 

budget including any increases to the precept will be 

agreed at the February meeting.

Council news –continued  

Welcome to our new 

Advertising Manager

THE editors would like to welcome our new Advertising 

Manager, Heather White, to the Village News team. Heather 

lives in Wilstone and took over from Graham Thorpe at the 

beginning of January, presiding over the advertising content 

of this edition.  There was an excellent response to our appeal 

for a replacement for Graham at the end of last year, and it 

was very gratifying to receive no less than six offers from 

readers to carry out this important work for the magazine. 

Thank you all! Advertising revenue is crucial to our 

operation, and pays for 80% of the cost of the free magazine. 

Looking after our 50 or so advertisers is therefore very 

important to us. During Graham Thorpe's years in the post he 

not only considerably improved the administration, but 

managed to preside over an increase in revenue at a time of 

recession and stagnation. He and Sally have now successfully 

relocated to the North East, and we wish them good fortune 

in their new adventure together.
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Supported by Wilstone Community Shop

Pancake Day — Tuesday 9th February

Promotional feature sponsored by Wilstone Community Shop

Wilstone Community Shop
Run by the community, for the community

We aim to serve the Community by:
● Keeping prices fair
● Offering a wide range of goods and services
● Stocking home-made and local produce
● Being a place where people like to shop and volunteers like to
    work 

That the Community Shop wouldn’t exist without 
volunteers, is not news.  But have you ever thought 
about the benefits volunteering could bring to your life?  
Here are just a few thoughts on the subject (courtesy 
of the World Volunteer Web)

* Learn or develop a new skill.  There are lots of 
opportunities at the shop to learn new skills, be it using 
the till, ordering stock, grappling with the meat-slicer or 
liaising with our newspaper delivery service — every 
shift brings new learning opportunities.
* Be part of your community.  It’s easy for people to 
feel isolated in today’s car and technology-focused 
world.  Volunteering is ultimately about helping others 

and having an impact on people’s well-being.  What 
better way is there to connect with your community 
and give a little back than volunteering?

Volunteering—The Benefits

Don’t forget that all the supplies you need to make 

the perfect pancakes are right here at the 

Community Shop — we even have fresh lemons 

and maple syrup.

If you fancy breakfast pancakes for a change, why 

not try adding cooled mashed potato to your 

pancake mix and serve with scrambled eggs and 

streaky bacon.  For details of the recipe, go to 

www.bbcgoodfood.com and search for potato 

pancakes.

Our bacon and eggs, along with many other 

products, are sourced locally, so why not reduce 

your global footprint and come in and try some?

New volunteer Steve, learning the ropes

* Motivation and a sense of achievement. No one 
person can solve the world’s problems, but by volun-
teering you can rightly feel that that you have made the 
little corner of the world where you live just that little bit 
better.
* Boost your career options. 94% of UK employers 
feel that volunteering can add to skills—it’s a great 
thing to have on your CV and can increase confidence.
* Gain new experiences. Volunteering is a great way 
to gain life experiences and problem-solve in a suppor-
tive and appreciative environment.

If, after reading this, you feel inspired to join our happy 
band of volunteers, please ring Ali on 01442 891167.  
We are always in need of new helpers and any time 
you can spare will certainly be appreciated!
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Tring Rural Parish Council: official notice

Vandalism is a criminal offence

Members of the Parish Council are very disappointed 
that the new door to the meeting room at the Long 
Marston recreation ground has been damaged by van-
dals. The graffiti scratched into the metal door cannot 
easily be erased. Members of the public are asked to 
be vigilant and report suspicious activity to the police. 
Vandalism is a criminal offence, and we should not 
have to tolerate it in our community.

Published on behalf of Tring Rural Parish Council, November 2015.

LONG MARSTON VICTORY HALL

LARGE HALL WITH STAGE and 
LIGHTING RIG AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

AFTERNOONS (2-6pm) and
 MOST EVENINGS (6-11pm)

IDEAL VENUE FOR SOCIETIES, CLUBS 
and LIVE MUSIC GIGS.

For more details and to book, ring Liz Ayling on 
07973 786389.

Can you help protect older people from fire?

THIS winter Hertfordshire County Council’s Fire 

and Rescue Service is asking people to keep an 

eye out for older people by helping to spot fire 

risks in their home.

Although many over 65s are active and healthy, 

older people are at higher risk of death or injury in 

a fire, mostly due to age-related problems with 

mobility and absent mindedness.

It’s important to us that we do everything we can to 

keep older people safe in their own homes, and 

the friends and families of older people have a key 

role to play in helping to keep them safe. 

Here are simple things to look out for

• Not having smoke alarms, or smoke 

alarms that don’t beep when tested

• Overflowing ashtrays, or burn marks on 

clothing, furniture or carpets

• Smoking in bed

• Hoarding and clutter

• Unsafe use of fire sources, open/portable 

fires

• Frequently leaving cooking unattended

• Unsafe use of candles and other flames

• Overloaded plug sockets

If you see these signs, please let us know. We 

carry out free Home Fire Safety Visits where we 

check for potential fire risks, help residents 

develop an escape plan and can provide expert 

advice and discuss specialist equipment to help 

keep vulnerable older people safe. You can 

request a visit for yourself or someone you know at 

www.hertsdirect.org/firesafety

or by calling 0300 1234046.
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theThree Bears to learn about relative size, 

the number 3 and of course have fun 

plunging little hands into cold porridge!

First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory Hall, Long Marston 

every Monday (9-12), Tuesday (9-12, Lunch Club 12-1:30 

and afternoon session 1:30-3), Thursday (9-12, Lunch Club 

12-1:30) and Friday (9-12, Lunch Club 12-1:30) during term 

time.  We welcome all children aged between 2 and 5 years.

There are no Pre-School sessions on a Wednesday.The Baby 

and Toddler group runs from 10am-11:30am for children 

from birth to 5 years (great fun and a good introduction to the 

setting and peers for those planning to join pre-school to help 

settling in), for more details please contact Tara Thirkettle on 

07796 965 171.

If you would like to know more about Pre-School or add your 

child to the admissions list then please get in touch with 

either Maria Adams, our Pre-School Leader, on 07925 185 

311 (during Pre-School hours) or our Chairperson Emma 

Lynch on 01442 823 013 or email 

firststepslongmarston@gmail.com, see also 

www.firststepspreschool.org.uk.

AUTUMN term at pre-school ended with some magical 

Christmas activities including our Nativity Play that was 

attended by family and friends who sampled home-made 

cakes and took part in the raffle.  The children looked great in 

their costumes and gave a brilliant performance of the songs 

and dances that they had been practising and got everyone 

into the Christmas spirit.  Term culminated with a party for 

the children and a fond farewell to Teresa Giddings who has 

moved on to pastures new after many years at pre-school.  

Maria Adams has been our Deputy Leader for eight years and 

now takes over as our Pre-school Leader with Lindsay 

Armitage stepping up as our Deputy. Congratulations ladies.

This term we are pleased to welcome some new children to 

join us on our space-themed adventures to coincide with Tim 

Peake’s  arrival on the ISS.  The children have really enjoyed 

learning all about space, making star charts and planets and 

asteroids and moon rocks from black sparkly play doh.  Our 

little astronauts have also had lots of time outdoors in 

sunshine and showers for games and bike riding and have 

visited the school playground, the stream and have been to 

see the very early daffodils.  In these first few weeks of term 

the children have also been looking at weather, producing 

some fantastic pieces for our display wall and jumping in 

frozen puddles.  We have also expanded Goldilocks and 

First Steps Pre-School News                      by Emma Lynch
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Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd

All ovens hob and extractors

• Professional service
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 • 07884 058795

 Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk
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UNIQUE cricketing days for Marlins in 2016

Thursday 18 and Friday  19 May this year will give us all 

the opportunity to see top quality T20 cricket in 

abundance at Marlins. On these two days the national 

Unicorns team will play four (yes four) twenty/twenty 

matches in two days against Derbyshire Second XI and 

Leicestershire Second XI respectively.

On Thursday 19 May the Unicorns will play the first 

match against Derbyshire starting at 11.00am and the 

second game against the same opponents at 3.15pm. 

Each game takes two and a half hours with a ten minute 

turn-around between innings.

This will be repeated on Friday 20 May with two 

matches against Leicestershire following the same 

timings as on the previous day. A feast of top quality 

‘big hitting’ matches for the first time at our club in this 

type of competition. Make sure you are there to witness 

it all.

Later in the season on 31 July, 1 and 2 August we have 

been awarded the local derby match in the Minor 

Counties Championship when Hertfordshire host near 

neighbours Buckinghamshire in the three day match. 

Large crowds are expected for this game.

Our season starts in Mid April with friendly matches 

before the first round of Cherwell League games on 7th

May when our first XI start with a local derby away at 

Dinton, the second XI entertain East Oxford at Marlins 

and the third XI travel to Aston Rowant.

Locally our players have been involved in winter nets 

since the turn of the year. Any one interested in joining 

us can contact the club via the website below or email 

chairman@longmarstoncc.co.uk

Our developing youth cricket section pushes forward 

with winter indoor net availability at Chesham Prep 

school from February onwards and outdoor nets at Long 

Marston on Sunday mornings from May. 

If you are interested in joining us for any of these, 

please contact out youth development manager Lee 

Beesley on develop@longmarstoncc.co.uk or mobile 

07923 462037

Follow progress and keep updated on: 

www.longmarstoncc.co.uk

Long Marston Cricket Club.                       By Paul Dumpleton
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WILSTONE Village Fete has been an important contributor 
for funding for the village hall. More importantly is its role in 
the community, which has benefited hugely from the efforts 
of a small number of volunteers. The existence of our local 
amenities such as the community shop, staffed by volunteers, 
the farm shop, our church and popular pub are reasons why 
people get attracted to live in the area; the events in Wilstone 
that are created by volunteers, such as the choir, cabaret and 
gala nights, film nights, various quiz nights, and in particular 
the village fete, present an active community much valued by 
those who like to get involved in village life.

Over the past fourteen years, we have built a galleon, scared 
people with Daleks, had Elvis in a Cadillac, built a mediaeval 
encampment, created our own circus, our own version of hi-
di-hi, the alternative Olympics, and have had running fights 
in the village with cowboys, Romans and pirates. And of 
course there is the fun dog show, which has become hugely 
popular and attracts people from near and far. But nothing is 
forever, and the Fete Committee now finds itself seriously 
short of villagers who are prepared to take ownership of the 
various elements of the fete which make it such a well-
attended event. The fact is that some of those who form the 
committee or volunteer their time and skills, have moved 
away, not because of the fete, I should add! Inevitably, life 
has changed for others in all sorts of ways, and some of the 
skills we need are no longer available; some of us are just 
getting too old for all the lifting and moving that is required, 
and the lack of time seems to be an ever present threat to our 

Supported by Wilstone Village Hall Committee

ability to present this 
year’s fete.

So this is an appeal 
particularly addressed 
to people that have 
moved to this area in 
the past few years 
who can free up some 
time to get involved.  
Maybe the kids have 
grown up and moved 
away? We need 
creative input to the planning of the fete, and ideas for new, 
innovative attractions. We need people who say ‘here’s an 
idea, and I will make it happen’, not just ‘why don’t you do 
this?’. We need people who can make suggestions and are 
prepared to take ownership and make it happen. For instance, 
we need someone to take on the booking and admin of trade 
stalls, collecting the rent, and being present on the day to 
make sure they are happy. Someone else needs to handle the 
marketing. We need others to run our own stalls such as the 
coconut shy, golf, goalie, cake stall, and many others.

It is not hard work if we have enough people to share the 
tasks. Moreover, it is good fun if we all pull our weight. So 
get involved. Please let me, Jill Walker, know if you are 
prepared to help in some way. Do please call me on 07796 

804044 or email me on jillmarywalker@btinternet.com

Could you join the small team of volunteers and build on the 
success of Wilstone fete?
The fete chair, Jill Walker, is asking you for some practical support for your fete.

Village Wines 8 Miswell Lane, Tring.

An independent quality wine merchant

For your Valentine’s Day 
Champagne offers for Village News readers!

Laurent-Perrier Cuvée Rosé Champagne: something really 
special in a presentation pack - only £45. (Usually £56.99)

Bollinger Special Cuvée Champagne - £37.99. (Usually £44.99)
Pierre Darcy's Brut Champagne: IWSC medal winner - now £19.
Barefoot Californian Sauvignon Blanc - £5.99. (Usually £7.19)

While stocks last. Many other offers and discounts in the shop.

Open 7 days. Mon to Thur: 2pm - 10.30pm. Fri and Sat: 12.30 -
11pm. Sunday 12.30 - 10.30pm. Tel: 01442 827117. 

Bring this ad to get these prices. Offers end 31 March 2016.

And not forgetting the shoot out at the OK Coral 
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Chiropodist
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA

HPC Registered

Member of the British Chiropody 

and Podiatry Association

For a home visit, telephone 

07969 741792 or 01296 630189 

Rose Cottage Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL

Holiday? Weekend away? Day out?
Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are enjoying theirs!
Rose Cottage is a fully licensed and long established family owned 
boarding kennels in an idyllic setting with extra large kennel accom-
modation and spacious paddocks, where personal attention is given 

to your dogs.

NOW OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
Including Christmas Holidays!

Please contact Danny or Jane for further information. 
Tel. (01296) 681306

Website: rosecottagekennels.weebly.com
Email: rosecottagekennels@petlover.com

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

The Old Pastures

Dog Grooming

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, 
Hand-stripping, Nails and Ears.  

Weekend appointments available. 
Easy walk in, non-slip shower 

ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can 
cater for any size dog.  Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856.

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING
Bespoke dog training in your own home, 
particularly puppies from eight weeks to

 twelve weeks whilst they are going 
through the vaccination programme. So 
much can be taught during this period.

Your Instructor is Evelyn Chapman 
who is an Advance Member of the British

 Institute Of Professional Dog Trainers, is a member of 
the Association of Pet Dog Trainers and is a Master 

Trainer with the Guild of Dog Trainers.

Contact Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk
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Letters... 

Dear Readers 

Can you please help me? I am trying to assemble the family 

tree of a  Frederick Bateman born 1892 in Wilstone, the son 

of Thomas Bateman and Fanny Bailey Bateman who on 8 

Mar 1918 married Adeline Bertholet in Lausanne, Vaud, 

Switzerland 

Would there be anyone locally who can help - or can guide 

me to where I might find this family history? I am hoping to 

learn when and where they died, whether there were any 

children and grandchildren

Thank you for any guidance you may have.With the 

compliments of the season.

David  Lewin

156 Totteridge Lane, London N20 8JJ

davidlewin@btinternet.com 

Dear Editor 

I know it is already February, but I would like to wish 

everyone a very good and prosperous New Year.

As an ordinary member of the population of Long Marston, I 

do not hope or expect too much from the local council, but to 

have a reply to one of my letters in this publication I felt 

extremely honoured to receive one from a County Councillor 

no less, regarding clearing ditches in and around Long 

Marston. Unfortunately, all it has done for me is to strengthen 

my belief in how little or how much Councillors actually 

know about what is going on around them. 

The  Councillor said that the ditches between Gubblecote and 

Long Marston had been recently cleaned out. Now, unless my 

Granny was telling me stories, I was always under the 

impression that water will only run one way, down hill. 

Bearing this in mind, I have a sneaky suspicion that 

Gubblecote is upstream of Long Marston. Cleaning the 

ditches may give the Councillor a reason to believe the 

problem had been resolved, but it is misguided, as this only 

allows the water to run far more freely into Long Marston. 

Where the ditches really need attention is in and around Long 

Marston and beyond, so water can run through and away 

without flooding the hapless residents.  

A further example is to be found outside Potash Farm, 

Puttenham. Only this week (actually Monday11-01-16)  the 

residents of Puttenham and motorists were subjected yet 

again to flooding of a short stretch of road.Verge 

reconfiguration had been  undertaken barely a couple of years 

ago. How I see it is, as on most narrow roads, the verges get 

eroded by passing traffic. This was happening here and did 

cause some flooding at times of heavy rain. The verge work 

might have resolved the flooding if the they had cleared the 

ditch, which is less than half a metre away, to which the water 

should run. An utterly futile and a total waste of tax payers’ 

money. Money that seems to have been spent on enhancing a 

problem that only existed because the ditches were full and 

only needed cleaning out to alleviate the problem. 

One can only hope that the same experts and associates are 

not too involved with flood prevention at Astrope. Otherwise 

the residents of  Long Marston, Puttenham and Astrope may 

have to continue to live in hope that one day they will be able 

to  hang up their wellies and disperse with the sand bags.

David Jenkinson 

WE started our year in the usual way with Plough Sunday/

Monday and Tuesday feast on Saturday 9th January as again 

we were invited to Jockey Morris’s tour of Birmingham city 

centre with their plough.   The Stafford Ale and a feast on 

Sunday morning meant I didn’t need to eat for the rest of the 

weekend.  Tuesday night’s feast in the hall came from an 

extensive menu of either a traditional basic selection or things 

involving salmon and steak.  Not the usual Road Kill 

Casualty Casserole but Someone Turned The Freezer Off 

Casualty Casserole.  It all helps keep the costs down.

Spring isn’t so far away and the ales and practice nights 

continue right up until the start of the dancing out season and 

this year we’re hoping to start earlier.  Last year we met 

several of the local sides around Aylesbury at various events 

and many commented that we should formalise these 

meetings more.  The WMM’s programme of regular events is 

published and available on the website.  If you look at it 

you’ll see that we’re starting on St George’s Day.  The 23rd

April 2016 falls on a Saturday so it’s anticipated that all the 

local sides will gather in Aylesbury for a massed dance 

followed by a free barn dance in a village hall.  Everyone is 

invited so all you have to do is turn up.  I’ll publish more 

details next time.  Technically, there is no link with Morris 

and St George’s Day but it seems that everything falls into 

place this year so let’s have some fun.

I’ve also been invited to join Towersey Morris for a short 

week tour to the city of Kaunus in Lithuania to celebrate the 

annual celebrations of the founding of the city.  For me it’s an 

honour to be considered and invited and in time I guess I’ll 

become a Morris Tart – someone who belongs to more than 

one side.  I’m practising twice a week so I can dance the 

dances Towersey perform and in their own subtle style.  It 

also means I’ll get to see a bit more of the World but there is 

a price.  I’m under strict instructions to get some decorating 

done before I can go and there is a deadline.  She’s a hard 

task master.

 If you want to join in with the fun, our practice nights are on 

Tuesdays at 8:15pm in Wilstone village hall so all you men 

and boys have to do is come along and join us.  You can 

contact us through our web address:-

www.whitchurchmorris.org.uk , or you can just turn up and 

meet us.  

It’s all happening                                                        by John King 

The Whitchurch Morris Men
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Seaton’s Catering
Established 1990

We cater for all occasions:
working lunches - buffets - parties - weddings 

and other family events. 

Please call to order or discuss your menu.

Tel: 01296 630279 or 07812 818375
www.seatonscatering.co.uk

Email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk

“A five star hygiene rating ”

WILSTONE STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone  01442  822115

www.wilstonesticks.com    
 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com

Do you want a local reliable 

PLUMBER
that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms

kitchens, washing machines

taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byrom 

in Pitstone

07860 340130

www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk
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 Sudoku Corner  by Colin Moore

No 100 Moderate

                                                             Solution on page 27

Sing Wilstone    by Jo Woodbridge

CHRISTMAS was a busy time for Sing Wilstone. At the 

beginning of December we were invited to perform a Christmas 

Concert at Churchill Court in Aylesbury.  Ex Wilstone villager 

John Rose is now a resident at Churchill Court.  We all enjoyed 

the concert and particularly the mince pies and mulled wine 

supplied during the interval.  It gave us an opportunity to wear 

our new “uniform” of royal blue scarves and bow ties.

Following on from this, on Friday 11 December a band of 

intrepid carollers sang at Tring Station.  It was a chilly evening 

but great fun and we supported The Rennie Grove Hospice 

Care. Many commuters kindly made a donation as they 

departed the station.

 Continuing the Christmas theme we sang carols at The Half 

Moon hosted by Abby and Guy who kindly supplied 

refreshments and we continued to collect donations.  A 

magnificent £407.07 was raised during these two events.

 Finally we sang The Angel Carol during the Christmas Eve 

Carol Service at St Cross, Wilstone.

The new term has started and new singers are always 

welcome.  We have a good laugh and it really is a therapeutic 

evening.  Why not make it a New Year’s resolution to join us 

on Tuesday evenings at 7.30 pm at St Cross Wilstone.

Read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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MANYof you will remember, two years ago this month,

Tring Rural was subject to flooding that damaged many 

houses in the area. Flooding has again been at the forefront of 

the headlines in recent months. Fortunately we have so far 

avoided a repeat of two years ago, but for how long? 

Frustrations were raised at the January Parish Council 

meeting that little progress has been made over the last two 

years despite the determined efforts of individuals and the 

Parish Council themselves. Thames Water, The Highways 

Authority, The Environment Agency and Dacorum Council 

have all been lobbied to try to tackle outstanding issues. So 

how do we proceed from here? 

What are the main issues?

Inadequate  capacity of the sewage pumping station in 

Long Marston

This potentially affects the whole village with overflowing 

drains leading to smelling sinks and the un-hygienic flooding 

of homes. The further development of housing in the village 

such as that at Loxley Farm (still to be approved ) and the Old

Egg Factory in Lukes Lane will put increased pressure on 

what has proven to be an already over-committed system; 

pumping capacity should legally provide 150 gallons per 

person. When questioned, Thames Water have declined to 

reveal its actual capacity!

Please lobby to upgrade the pumping station so that it is able 

to cope with the large volumes of surface water that leak into 

the sewerage system when we have any significant rainfall.

Please contact: Thames Water - 0800 316 9800 every time 

it rains! The more calls they log, the better..

Please  contact David Gauke our MP in Parliament: 

david@davidgauke.com

Congestion of water in Sation Road and Chapel Lane

Surface water naturally flows along Station Road and down 

Chapel Lane at the far end of the Village. By lowering the 

road  surface in Chapel Lane, during times of heavy rainfall 

and pumping station incapacity, water from the village could

flow freely down Chapel Lane into the floodplain fields at the 

end. 

Please contact: Nick Hollinghurst - County Councillor for our 

area: nickholl1945@btinternet.com and 01442 866650 

Road safety issue in Gubblecote

Surface water run off from the fields onto the main road 

coming into Gubblecote has been ongoing at this time of the

year for many years and has previously been the cause of an 

accident; this water then flows into the already overloaded 

drainage system in Long Marston. 

Pleasecontact: Nick Hollinghurst - County Councillor for our 

area: nickholl1945@btinternet.com and 01442 866650 

We also have two borough councillors who sit on Dacorum 

Council who are linked to our parish. They can’t directly 

influence highways in the way the County Councillor can, but 

they are there to lobby on our behalf.

Please contact  Olive Conway  01442 828802 

olive.conway@dacorum.gov.uk  and 

Mike Hicks 01442 822280 

mike.hicks@dacorum.gov.uk and 

Remember this — The Queen’s Head in 2014 

Tring Rural Water Woes

You can follow them on Facebook (Search ‘Tring Rural 

Water Woes’). Around 60 people are following the group.  
Ed . 

DURING the afternoon of  Thursday  15 December, two cars  

had front windows smashed on Tring Road, Wilstone.

A burglary occurred on Potash Lane, Long Marston. Having 

cut through a padlock, power tools were stolen from a barn.

A theft has occurred from Startops Farm, Marsworth. where a 

leaf blower was taken from an out building. A suspect for the 

crime at Startops Farm has been linked to other farm 

incidents  in the area. This man has drives into the farm in 

white van, or blue or silver car. If challenged he may claim he 

is looking for eggs. 

Call Herts Police on 101.

If a crime is in progress call 999. 

Crime update 
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Supported by Wilstone Community Shop

Over 25 years of joinery 
and carpentry experience.

Home consultation and competitive rates.

Skells Joinery
Bespoke Joinery & Carpentry

6 Ravens Court
Long Marston
HP23 4AN

Paul Skells
Tel: 07740 997885

paul.skells@btinternet.com 

Specialist in 
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 

block and shingle  
drainage work  

exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 

or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

Local 
General Builder 

Do you need a
reliable general builder?

Bricklayer by trade, 
but can do many more jobs.

Please call

Darren Paul

 Home: 01296 662168
Mobile: 07581 624008

BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

ROOFING
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Be My Valentine                                                      by Martin Winship

A story of Longub Puttastone

ALICE BALL  woke up in the dark, and knew that there was 

something special about the day, although she could not at 

first recall what it was. Then, as she got up slowly, and pulled 

on her dressing gown, she remembered. It was Saint 

Valentine’s Day. Of course. She tutted, and shook her head. 

Such nonsense.

She washed and dressed, and prepared her breakfast and the 

first pot of tea of the day. She liked a good strong brew in the 

morning; it helped her to wake her ideas up and decide what 

she would do. It was still cold outdoors; a hard frost had put 

paid to any attempts at tidying up the garden. But the birds 

would need feeding, of course. She measured out a generous 

cup full of seed, and selected two nice round fat balls, and 

added them to the feeder by her back door. She was back 

inside in a jiffy, but even so, a robin was already investigating 

the new food as the door closed behind her.

She found herself wondering if this year would bring any of 

those silly Valentine cards to her.  Not that she wanted any. 

Far from it. After all, she was far too old for that kind of 

foolishness. Well, too mature, anyway. All the same, she had

felt a twinge of envy this time last year, when her friend 

Florence Huckleberry had shown her the half-dozen or so 

romantic cards she had received. Florence was very nice, it 

was true, and did have those ridiculously long legs, but she 

was not exactly what you would call “a looker.” More sort of 

“homely,” really.

Alice snapped herself out of her reverie, and decided to set to 

and make a batch of her Celebrated Brussel Sprout Relish. 

She had, as was almost always the case, cooked far too many 

sprouts for the festive season, and now had several bags in 

her freezer. She took them out, and put them aside to thaw, 

while she started to gather the many other ingredients for her 

closely-guarded secret recipe.

As she took down bottles and jars and packets from her 

cupboards and shelves, she heard the letter-flap snap. Well, 

Postie was certainly early this morning. Despite her 

resolution to have nothing to do with the Saint Valentine’s 

Day nonsense, she found herself hurrying to the front door, to 

see what Postie had brought. A house wear catalogue. A 

circular from the Donkey Sanctuary. Four identical leaflets 

about the Irish Lottery. And a bill. Alice sighed. Oh well. It 

was the usual exciting stuff.

She went back to her Brussel Sprout Relish, and tried to think 

of other things.

By and by she found she needed a particular pot, which she 

remembered she had left in the front parlour. She crossed the 

hall, and as she passed the front door, she saw an envelope 

lying on the mat. A pink envelope. With a slight flutter of 

excitement she picked it up. No stamp. No address. The 

envelope was blank. She pulled the front door open, letting in 

a blast of ice-cold air. She looked up and down the road. 

Other than the postman, who was now a long way off, no-one 

was in sight. She closed the door, and carefully tearing the 

envelope open, took out a very unusual card, decorated with a 

painting of various root vegetables displayed in an old 

wooden trug. She opened the card, and read the hand-written 

lines inside.

With your witchy beesom, you’ve cast a spell 

indeed; 

Please be my valentine, my lovely aniseed. 

The card was, she noticed, very slightly grubby, and carried 

the fragrance of compost. Alice found herself blushing.

“Silly Old Fool,” she muttered, though whether she was 

referring to herself, or the sender of the card, was unclear.



Village News

Page 23 February 2016

The Puttenham Page        compiled by Christine Rutter

Supported by The Puttenham Trust
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Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery

• High quality professional service
• Residential and commercial
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote
• References available

 01442 876622 • 07884 058795

  Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 
Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 
01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call-out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Problem with your windows? 

- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted. 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Call 07875 534780 for more details.

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal Merchant 

 
Coal & Smokeless Fuels 

Logs & Compost 
 

Also spare parts for solid fuel appliances 
 

Delivered to your door at low prices 
 

Contact Us on: 01296 661258 
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2016 brings another first for Florence: she is going to 

star in the village panto. She will be part of the chorus in 

this latest Neil Gurney epic which is all about the highly 

improbable, pun-ridden antics of some dubious pirates 

prancing around in Panto Land. As I sit writing this 

nonsense, Florence and the rest of the chorus are a few 

feet away from me rehearsing two more of the songs in 

the show. Amazingly, by the end of the rehearsal they 

will all, quite probably, be totally word-perfect. Not too 

difficult you might think until you consider that these 

songs aren’t just revamped, old Abba hits or vastly 

improved 1D numbers. No, these are brand new, never-

before-heard songs with music and lyrics written 

specifically for the show.

It never ceases to amaze me quite how quickly 

Florence manages to learn poems, scripts and the 

words to songs because I have always been so utterly 

hopeless at it. I’m fine with mathematical formulae and 

remembering uninteresting trivia, but ask me to learn 

the lyrics of a song and I will display the academic 

aptitude of a string of sausages.

My interhemispheric-communication problem, for that is 

what it is, has also made it virtually impossible for me to 

learn a foreign language. At school I managed to fail my 

French O-level spectacularly despite having extra 

lessons and giving up Latin as a lost-cause the year 

before. My comprehension of Latin was so hopeless 

that after 5 years all I could remember was the school 

motto – something along the lines of Illigitemo non 

tatum carborundum – and that was only because it was 

printed on my blazer pocket.

So it may seem a little odd that one of my New Year’s 

resolutions is to try to learn German. The main drive 

behind this somewhat ill-conceived idea is that the 

place where we go skiing in Austria is a little remote and 

has very few English-speakers. Each year, frustrated by 

my ineptness at communicating with the locals, I vow to 

try to learn to speak the local lingo by the time I return 

the following year. But each time, after only a few days 

back in Blighty, I soon forget how embarrassing my 

ignorance was and never do anything about it. This 

year, however, I have decided that enough is enough 

and I shall try my hardest to reduce my incompetence.

To improve my chances of succeeding I have borrowed 

an easy learning CD-set from the library – no point 

throwing money at a mission highly likely to be doomed 

to failure – and have so far managed to forget how to 

ask for red wine, white wine, water, hot chocolate, tea, 

coffee, milk and sugar. And that’s not a good sign at all, 

because these few words that I am struggling with are 

all the supposedly ‘easy to learn’ ones because they 

sound remarkably similar to their English equivalent.

My ineptness reminded me of the old story about a 

German man being tried in a British court of law. When 

the judge discovers that the man speaks no English, he 

asks if there are any German-speakers in the 

courtroom. One man in the gallery raises his hand and 

is invited down to translate for the judge. “Please ask 

him his name,” says the judge. The man looks seriously 

at the defendant and asks, “Vot iss your name?”.

I’m afraid that at the moment I am only marginally better 

than this man, but only because I know for sure that I 

can’t speak German. But the most embarrassing part of 

all this is not that I can’t learn German; no, it’s the fact 

that when I am trying desperately to remember a word 

or phrase that I have practised umpteen hundred times 

and still can’t get right, it is Florence – who isn’t even 

trying to learn the flipping language – who chips in and 

tells me the correct answer.

Anyway, I’m glad it’s not me having to learn the songs 

for the panto because, if it were, the show would never 

get off the ground. However, if you want to watch the 

skills of my word-perfect (she’d better not let me down) 

daughter and her equally competent friends, they will all 

be starring in Treasure Island on the 18th, 19th and 20th

of February.

In the meantime, Auf Wiedersehen und danke Ihnen für 

Ihre Aufmerksamkeit.

According to theVillage News translation service  this 

means “Goodbye and thank you for your attention”  Ed

Words escape me                                           by Andy Ashwell

Follow Long Marston Cricket Club at 
www.pitchero.com/clubs/longmarstoncricketclub/

FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open Monday 9 - 12, Tuesday 9 - 3,  
Thursday 9 - 1.30, Friday 9 - 1.30. 

We have a great team of enthusiastic staff. 
For more information or to arrange a visit, contact our 

playleader Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 or 
firststepslongmarston@gmail.com 

 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 

every Wednesday during term time 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston. Everyone welcome. 

Contact Tara Thirkettle 07796 965171.  
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Underhill Services 
For all your home maintenance needs. 

 

Gardening - Landscaping - Decorating -  

Groundwork. 

Garden clearance, pruning, hedge trimming, 

fence painting etc. 

No job too small. 

Call Gary (Pixie): 07779 497669 

M.D.SPRING AUTOS
All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site (class 4 & 7) 

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347

Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate, 

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

PAINTING & DECORATING 
SUPERIOR STANDARD 

 

ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717

martinjkeable@gmail.com

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS 
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 
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Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial 
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257

The Old Pastures
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856

www.spoilyourdog.co.uk

T&S TREECARE

TREES LOPPED, PRUNED OR FELLED.
HEDGES SHAPED , PRUNED OR REMOVED.

WE ALSO DO STUMP GRINDING,
TURFING, GRASS CUTTING & FENCING.

ALL GARDEN RUBBISH REMOVED.
MINI DIGGER FOR HIRE

FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE

Telephone: 01296 662167

No 100 solution 
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Community Library .

News from Beacon Villages Community Library in 
Ivinghoe.

Thanks to everyone who supported us with Waitrose 
tokens. We received £276 to boost our funds.

A date for your diary – Library Lunch, Cheddington 
Village Hall, 23rd March. Gail Stuart will speak about 
“My father, Eric Morecambe”. Tickets £15 each, to 
include two course lunch, available from the library or 
Janet 01296 668341/Linda 01296 668582.

Planned for 10th February, talk and book signing by 
local author Dr. Kat Arney to launch her popular science 
book on genetics “Herding Hemingway’s cats”. Watch 
our website or Facebook/Twitter for up-to-date 
information.

Coming soon – Chatterbooks reading groups for young 
people. Information on our website and social media 
soon.

New year, new hobby? Whatever your plans, call into 
the library to see what’s available.

Bird Watch             by Colin Moore 

Great crested grebe in full breeding plumage, several 

pairs breed on our local reservoirs every year.
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Our Heroes -Tring Parish Men’s Society 

ABOUT seven or eight of us met back in December to 

share thoughts on our heroes – a task given to us by 

John Hawkes, who has been leading the Men’s Society 

and keeping us going.

The meeting began with Graham reporting on the 

damage to his house, which was more extensive than 

first thought. Hopefully by the time you read this he and 

family will be back in it. But as well as repairing the 

house a crash barrier is needed on the roundabout to 

prevent another accident involving his house.

Heroes ranged from the nationally famous to personal 

ones, and family members. What they had in common 

was being good role models.

David’s hero is Sir William Smith, who founded the Boys 

Brigade in 1883. He left school at 14 to help in the 

family business of soft furnishings. He joined the Rifle 

Volunteers in 1877, and also taught in the Sunday 

School at his church. The Boys Brigade promotes true 

Christian manliness, and now has 50,000 members 

worldwide. They met three times a week, on Sundays 

and two week day evenings. On Remembrance Day 

they joined other bands for the Parade.David joined the 

Boys Brigade in Liverpool, which was a great influence 

for his subsequent life.

This led to a discussion on the demise of such groups, 

like the Scouts, and the need for organisations which 

young people can join and benefit from. Today it is no 

longer that young people are against such activities, but 

a shortage of leaders, also found in Sunday schools. 

The result is young men joining gangs, and even girls 

running away to join IS.

The only comic Martin’s parents bought for him was The 

Eagle, founded in 1950 by Rev. Marcus Morris, and 

which had a strong Christian ethos. The back page 

featured the stories of real life heroes like

Dr Livingstone, Nelson and Churchill. Martin also 

selected one of his teachers, A N Willson, whom he 

now recognises as an influential Christian role model in 

his life. He remembers him teaching history in an 

exciting way.

Phillip’s visual aid this meeting was not photographs, 

but a Toby jug! – whom he says looks like his hero, 

Philip Gooding. As you may guess if you know Phillip, 

Gooding worked in the cement industry, and formed a 

(legal) cartel which regulated the price of cement from 

1936 until 1988.  It was really Nationalisation by another 

name. Gooding saw the transition from one man with a 

mixer and shovel to ready mix delivered to site ready for 

use. Through the CCA, built  with a levy from each bag 

of cement sold, but without planning 

permission, he provided training and 

technical assistance.Phillip joined him and as related in 

a previous Men’s Society report changed the nature of 

training.

Graham chose Leslie White, his father. He was self 

reliant, and self taught in many spheres, and studied 

engineering at Bath University. Leslie worked for Rolls 

Royce for his entire career, and helped develop the 

Olympus engines for Concorde, the first and only 

supersonic airliner. He also worked on the Jaguar 

fighter and Apache helicopter. Leslie was a quiet, 

unassuming man with a servant heart.

Mac also chose his father as a role model. He was 

disabled from polio, but had the courage and tenacity to 

build a career as an architect, and artist. He gave Mac a 

marvellous childhood with great holidays.

While on holiday in Scotland he met Sir Ian Bolton who 

had donated the Barrwood camp site to the scouting 

movement.  He took him and a friend under his wing, 

and showed them how to make nettle soup and took 

them to Gleneagles. Bolton had shares in British 

Railways, and when he had a meeting in London, 

invited the two boys to a top class meal. Like Mac’s 

father he was disabled. From him Mac learnt not to be 

worried about what people thought of him in different 

social settings.

One of my heroes is my uncle Leslie Hadder, after 

whom I am named. He was a rear gunner in a Flying 

Fortress during WW2. One task was to scatter 

aluminium to deceive the enemy radar. Leslie was killed 

when his plane was shot down in March 1945, while 

trying to land at RAF Oulton. His plane was ordered to 

circuit the airfield, giving priority to a damaged plane to 

land.

There are several eye-witness accounts, including the 

report of the German pilot who was thought to have 

shot him down. It was the first time that German fighters 

had pursued British planes back to England.

I have written up his biography with background 

material on 214 Squadron, Bomber Command, the 

Flying Fortress and the blitz in Norwich. My account has 

been used in a school project, I believe by one of 

Leslie’s niece’s grandchildren. 

John also mentioned his father as a role model, and the 

courage of people with disabilities and spoke about 

three individuals in Tring who had ‘touched’ him.
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Local names and numbers 

Herts Police non-emergency number: 101 

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Steve Hunneysett               01707 354192 

PCSO Lee Clements 01707 354192

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228000

Call the police if you see a crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Brownies

Rachel Friedli 01442 827577 

Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463

Beavers

Sarah Hodgson 01442 823787

Cubs

Jane Dawson 01442 827410

Scouts

Kate Blanchard 07971 404465

LM&P Horticultural Society
David Severs 01296 661021

St Cross Wilstone

Clergy  Rev’d Didier Jaquet          01296 660961

Churchwarden

Ken Martin                                    01442 822894

St Mary’s Puttenham
Rector Rev'd Huw Bellis                01442 822170

Churchwardens

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

John Barron 01296 631351

All Saints Long Marston

Clergy Rev’d Jane Banister           01442 822170

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Cllr. Olli Wheeler-Cornell            01296 662207

Clerk to the Parish Council

   Lucy Bancroft                               07590 989202 

Villages Warden

Colin Reedman                        01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Liz Ayling                      07973 786389

Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Dumpleton 01296 662849

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School

Emma Lynch 07870 729950

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Tara Thirkettle                         07796 965 171

Long Marston Tennis Club

Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School                 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

David Gauke                                  0207 219 4459

Or to make an appointment call:   01923 771781

Pet Dog Training

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Long Marston Victory Hall Dog Training

Claudine Cox                               01296 668752

Sing-Wilstone

Jo Woodbridge                             01442 891444

Village News

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339

Whitchurch Morris Men

John Bush                                     01296 641382

Wilstone Allotment Assn.

Jane Waterhouse                           01442 826813

Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096

Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272 

WI

Margaret Kaye 01296 662975

Wilstone Community Shop 01442 891167

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.

Thank you …
To all our volunteer distributors who have 
delivered your Village News to every home 

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Rob Briant 07802 384151.

Village News 
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End.

Advertising enquiries:

Heather White 

01442 827286 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Send your editorial contributions, articles, 

event notices, news and pictures to:

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Deadline for items to go in the next edition is: 

Wednesday 17 February 2016. 

You can read Village News online at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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From the Vicarage by Rev’d  Jane Banister 

I heard a glorious quote the other day that could only 
have come from the Church of England.  The 
Archbishop of Canterbury was talking about how he 
was hoping to have discussions with the other churches 
about fixing the date of Easter so we do not all have to 
follow the very difficult system of working it out, and it 
makes life much less awkward for fixing events.  He 
ended his statement with “of course, we have been 
talking about this since the tenth century”.

Change is not something we are always good at in 
church, whether it is learning new songs, or moving 
pews out or using screens rather than printed service 
sheets.  It is as if we fear losing something by the 
alterations, as if our faith will be affected.  Yet so often, 
a few months after the changes have occurred it is very 
hard to remember how things were before.  Fixing the 
date of Easter has much to commend it, not least that 
having a date that all the churches agree on shows a 
sense of unity and community between us that can only 
be a good thing.

Easter is early this year, and therefore so is Lent, and it 
is now that we are turning our minds towards how we 
are going to commemorate it.  Each year, I attempt 
something, with the key word being attempt, in the hope 
that some change will be affected in me.  Will it be that I 
am able to strengthen my will power by giving up 

chocolate or crisps or alcohol?  Will it be restricting my 
TV viewing and trying to do something that expands my 
mind rather than contracts it?  Will it be going to the 
Lent films or reading a Lent book?  I read an article in 
the New Year that pointed out the uselessness of 
setting ourselves resolutions.  If we are the ones who 
got ourselves into this bad pattern of behaviour, then we 
are not going to be the right ones to get us out of it, and 
making all these resolutions won’t help.

It is true with Lenten resolutions for me.  I know that I 
work best when doing something with others – it is 
much easier to have someone with whom I can moan 
about missing crisps; it spurs me to go to the Lent films 
if I am on a rota of lifts with others; and above all it is the 
knowledge that I am not going through Lent alone.   We 
have the image before us of Jesus in the wilderness 
facing up to all the worst parts of his human nature – his 
fears, his pride, his laziness – and if he suffered from 
those, then I feel less bad about feeling those things 
about myself.  He fought against them on his own, and I 
know that I have Him and the rest of the church on my 
side.

I hope that Lent this year brings some change for you 

that is enriching and hopeful.

Winter by the canal                                                                                                              Photo Colin Moore 
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