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More children needed to keep 
toddler group having great fun! 

FOR the New Year, Wilstone baby & tod-
dler group has changed from Thursday 
mornings to Thursday afternoons.  We are 
hoping that the new time will encourage a 
few others to come along and join us as 
some of our children are soon to move on to 
pre-school and school and we will need 
some new faces if the playgroup is to keep 
going.   
 
Wilstone village hall is very clean and spa-
cious and there is plenty on offer to keep the 
little ones happy including a playhouse, li-
brary corner, ride-ons and an activity table 
with something different each week.  We 
have recently invested in a wide variety of 
new toys and equipment.  There is also a 
baby area with a play gym for young babies 
and baby walkers and a variety of stimulat-

ing toys for the older babies.  Fresh fruit and 
squash are provided for the children and a 
welcome cup of tea/coffee for the grown 
ups.  And all for only £1.50 per family! 
 
We are only a small group of mums but we 
are very friendly and would welcome new 
mums/dads/grandparents/childminders to 
join us from any of the villages in the area. 
 
From 4th January 2007 we will be meeting 
on Thursday afternoons, from 1.45 – 3.15 
pm during term time (and also during the 
holidays if there are enough of us to make it 
worthwhile).  No need to book but for fur-
ther information please call Kerie on 01442 
822117 or alternatively just pop in one 
Thursday afternoon.  We hope to see you 
there!                              (Pictures: Kerie Ivory) 

The Thursday baby and toddler group which meets at Wilstone village hall needs more 
mums, dads, babies and toddlers to join this year if it is to keep going.   
Organiser Kerie Ivory has written this article for Village News to encourage new members. 

Above: Youngest member Elise. 

Looks like great fun!  L to R; Ben, Alec and Ethan.  Come and join them on Thursdays. 
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Art exhibition reveals impressive local talents 
A VAST array of artistic talent was 
on show at the recent 'Heart of Wil-
stone' exhibition at Wilstone village 
hall. The 11 artists pictured (right) 
with Katherine Jolly's magnificent 
horse sculpture were as many as we 
could persuade onto the stage at the 
same time - but several exhibitors are 
absent from the picture.  The exhibits 
ranged from painting and sculpture to 
photography, textiles and dolls house 
modelling. 
 
The village hall was so full of art that 
there was only just enough space for 
the many viewers.  It is quite remark-
able that there is so much artistic tal-
ent within a small community. Well 
known local artist Phil Madley organ-
ised the free show and was pleased 
with the result.  Having seen the local 
support for the exhibition he is keen 
to do another. 

Penny Goddard's "Angel", a work of 
breathtaking quality which is to be 
submitted for the Royal Academy 
summer exhibition.  Just some of the artists and viewers 

(Pictures:Village News) 

ON December 9th All Saints Church, Long Marston, was 
once again filled to the newly renovated rafters with throngs 
of eager participants in our village Christmas Craft Morning. 
Thank you to all the wonderful helpers who turned up at 
9.30 a.m. to be allocated a table full of painstakingly cut 
materials which, with their help, would be carried out of 
church several hours later as lovingly crafted Christmas 
creations! Thank you also to the equally wonderful helpers 
who did all that painstaking cutting and preparation in the 
weeks preceding the event! 
 As usual, there was a wide range of activities for the chil-
dren to do from baking Christmas tree biscuits to having 
their faces painted in a Christmas theme. There were the 
very popular candle table arrangements to be made from 
fresh winter foliage, peg angels and shepherds to construct, 
paper plate Santa faces to be made and calendars to be deco-
rated with stained glass type windows. Beautiful German 
hanging decorations gave the feeling and scent of a Christ-
mas Market to the back room despite competing with a 
whiffy pot of Copydex which was opened at one point (to 
much speculation about the source of the smell!). 
 The children were able to put together a layered Christian 
card to take home to their parents and a pretty dove to adorn 
their Christmas trees, along with hanging cones and honey-
comb decorations in a range of Christmas designs.  
One particularly favourite craft with the children was to 
make a pop-up snowman in a large cone and, of course, the 
presence of a sweet inside the Christmas crackers guaranteed 
that table to be well attended too! 

 
The skill and enthusiasm of the children of all ages who 

carefully sewed felt stocking decorations was evident and 
shows that traditional style skills and crafts still hold their 
appeal, even with 21st century children! 
 Refreshments half way through the morning were hugely 
appreciated as always and special thanks to our lovely ladies 
behind the scenes who also kept hot drinks coming to  those 
who were busy helping at tables and even  treated each child 
to a Christmas chocolate to take home in their craft trays.  
 

Christmas crafts morning 2006 by Maria Adams 

Fierce faces at Christmas crafts  (Picture: Jill Finlan) 
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St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 

You are most welcome to join us at any 
of these services. 

28 January 
10.00am  St Cross All Age Worship 
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 
3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong 
 
4 February 
10.00am All Saints All Age Worship 
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer 
 
11 February 

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 
6.30pm St Cross Holy Communion 
 
18 February 

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion 
10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 
6.30pm St Cross Evening Prayer 
 
21 February – Ash Wednesday 

10.00am St Mary’s 
 
25 February 

10.00am  St Cross All Age Worship and 
 11.30am Talk “The Hebrew Bible  

in its Cultural Context” 
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 
 and Sunday Club 

Guest Editor this month: Phil Buchi 
Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
Post:       27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE 
Phone:    (01442) 890 599 
 

Editorial Team  
Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew,  

Colin Moore, Jill Walker 
Advertising Manager 

Colette Bernard (01296) 661 172 
Distribution Manager & Secretary 
Carole Harrison (01296) 668 526 
Finance Manager & Treasurer 
John Harrison (01296) 668 526 

 

More colour in 2007! 

AS we begin our fourth year as a free-to-every-home 
village magazine, I am pleased to say that we will be 
increasing the number of editions with a full-colour 
cover.  The addition of colour has proved popular with 
readers, so in 2007 no less than 5 editions out of 10 will 
have the colour treatment - February, April, July, Sep-
tember and December.  Thanks for the feedback - we 
hope you will like the result. 
 

Any more budding editors? 
 
Our policy of having a team of editors has worked well 
over the last two years.  It brings variety and shares the 
load, which keeps it fun for us rather than being a bur-
den.  We would like to recruit an additional trainee editor 
to work with us this year.  Full training is given and we 
supply the software, but you do need your own com-
puter.  Please call me if we might persuade you to join 
our team! 
 Phil Buchi 

Page 3  February 2007  

Village News 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 
entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 
done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 
interesting, informative, fun and a good read.   

Let us know if we are not! 

Printed by Express Printing 
3 Milnyard Square, Peterborough, PE2 6GX.  01733 230800. 

Deadline for items for our next edition  
(March) is Thursday 15 February 2007. 

Your friends and relations all over the world can read 
Village News on-line.  Find us at:  

 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk and click ‘Local News’ 
www.wilstone.me.uk and click on ‘Village News’ 

Church services 
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What’s on... 

Friday 9 February 
Cinema at Wilstone: "The Queen" (Cert: 12). 8pm 
15,16,17 February 
Pantomime at Long Marston - Mother Goose 
Tuesday 20 February 
WI: 'Sarah, a runaway slave'. 8pm, LM village hall 
Friday 2 March 
Elvis at Wilstone village hall, 8pm 
10 March to 22 April 
Butterfly exhibition: 'Bright wings of summer'.  
Natural History Museum, Akeman Street, Tring. 
Tuesday 13 March 
WI: Caribbean cookery demo. 8pm, LM village hall 
Saturday 24 March 
Tennis Club quiz 
Tuesday 10 April 
WI: Victorian jewellery & 19th century social history. 
8pm Long Marston village hall. 
Saturday 14 April 
Jumble sale - Cecilia Hall 
Friday 27 April 
Elvis at Tring School, 8pm 
Saturday 28 April 
Quiz night and supper - Cecilia Hall 
Tuesday 1 May 
May Day, 6am, in St Mary's churchyard + breakfast 
Sunday 3 June 
Midsummer ramble 
Saturday 9 June 
Wilstone Village Fete & Dog Show 
Sunday 24 June 
Wilstone Open Gardens 
Sunday 24 June 
Children's bike ride 

Times for mobile library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly, 1st & 15th February. 
 

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.10 to 11.30 
Wilstone  (The Half Moon) 11.35 to 12.35 
Astrope  (Astrope Lane)  13.15 to 13.35 
Puttenham (Church Lane ) 13.40 to 14.40 
Long Marston (Queen’s Head) 14.50 to 16.20 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm) 
The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wednesday 21 February, Puttenham Cecilia hall 
Wednesday 21 March, Wilstone village hall 

Diary dates... Don’t forget to buy your Don’t forget to buy your Don’t forget to buy your Don’t forget to buy your   
tickets for tickets for tickets for tickets for   

THETHETHETHE LONG MARSTON 

PANTOMIME: 
 

MOTHER GOOSEMOTHER GOOSEMOTHER GOOSEMOTHER GOOSE  
by Neil Gurneyby Neil Gurneyby Neil Gurneyby Neil Gurney  

Tickets are now available from:Tickets are now available from:Tickets are now available from:Tickets are now available from:  

Long Marston and Wilstone Village ShopsLong Marston and Wilstone Village ShopsLong Marston and Wilstone Village ShopsLong Marston and Wilstone Village Shops  

Adults: £6, Senior Citizens: £4, Children: £3. 
 

This is not just an ordinary Panto-This is not just an ordinary Panto-This is not just an ordinary Panto-This is not just an ordinary Panto-
mime. This is a Neil Gurney, funmime. This is a Neil Gurney, funmime. This is a Neil Gurney, funmime. This is a Neil Gurney, fun----filled filled filled filled 
Pantomime Spectacular with LOTS of Pantomime Spectacular with LOTS of Pantomime Spectacular with LOTS of Pantomime Spectacular with LOTS of 
audience participation, a wonderful audience participation, a wonderful audience participation, a wonderful audience participation, a wonderful 
comedy script, amazing scenery and comedy script, amazing scenery and comedy script, amazing scenery and comedy script, amazing scenery and 
costumes and a friendly, enthusiastic costumes and a friendly, enthusiastic costumes and a friendly, enthusiastic costumes and a friendly, enthusiastic 

and talented cast.and talented cast.and talented cast.and talented cast.  

Suitable for adults and children alike.Suitable for adults and children alike.Suitable for adults and children alike.Suitable for adults and children alike.  

DON’T MISS IT!DON’T MISS IT!DON’T MISS IT!DON’T MISS IT!  

Pantomime performances will take placePantomime performances will take placePantomime performances will take placePantomime performances will take place  
in Long Marston Village Hall on:in Long Marston Village Hall on:in Long Marston Village Hall on:in Long Marston Village Hall on:  

Thursday, 15Thursday, 15Thursday, 15Thursday, 15thththth February at 8pm February at 8pm February at 8pm February at 8pm  
Friday, 16Friday, 16Friday, 16Friday, 16thththth February at 8pm February at 8pm February at 8pm February at 8pm  

Saturday, 17Saturday, 17Saturday, 17Saturday, 17thththth February at 2.30pm & 8pm February at 2.30pm & 8pm February at 2.30pm & 8pm February at 2.30pm & 8pm  

There will be a bar selling alcohol and other re-
freshments at every performance. 

 
Enquiries & offers of help to Margaret: 01296 662975  
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Open 7 days 
Lower Ickneild Way, Wilstone Green 

(01442) 828478 

Always a big selection of Always a big selection of Always a big selection of Always a big selection of   
quality fresh vegetables. quality fresh vegetables. quality fresh vegetables. quality fresh vegetables.   

Extensive freezer selection too.Extensive freezer selection too.Extensive freezer selection too.Extensive freezer selection too.  
Our own lamb and beef, and local venison. Our own lamb and beef, and local venison. Our own lamb and beef, and local venison. Our own lamb and beef, and local venison.   

Top brand pet foods and animal feeds.Top brand pet foods and animal feeds.Top brand pet foods and animal feeds.Top brand pet foods and animal feeds.  
Garden bird tables and bird food.Garden bird tables and bird food.Garden bird tables and bird food.Garden bird tables and bird food.  

And have a break with a great cappuccino in And have a break with a great cappuccino in And have a break with a great cappuccino in And have a break with a great cappuccino in 
the Café and Gift Shop, set in the the Café and Gift Shop, set in the the Café and Gift Shop, set in the the Café and Gift Shop, set in the   

comfortable surroundings of our restored comfortable surroundings of our restored comfortable surroundings of our restored comfortable surroundings of our restored 
18th century barn. 18th century barn. 18th century barn. 18th century barn.   

Toasted sandwiches, salads Toasted sandwiches, salads Toasted sandwiches, salads Toasted sandwiches, salads   
and ploughman's lunches.and ploughman's lunches.and ploughman's lunches.and ploughman's lunches. 

Sunday 1 July 
Family Games - Astrope 
Saturday 4 August 
Long Marston Village Show 
Sunday 12 August 
St. Mary's Patronal "Picnic" 
Saturday 1 September 
Jumble sale - Puttenham 
Saturday 6 October 
Supper and Auction - Puttenham 
Tuesday 18 December 
Carols around the tree 

The  The  The  The  

Queens Queens Queens Queens 
HeadHeadHeadHead 

IF you're sitting around and have nothing to do why not pop 
out to the Queen's Head? There is a packed month of enter-
tainment lined up for February, surely something for every 
one. 

The Rugby Six Nations starts on Saturday the 3rd February with 
England v Scotland, why not pop in and feast yourself on £1-a- 
round bacon sandwiches. The bacon sandwiches will be avail-
able for all the England games, Saturday 10th England v Italy, 
Saturday 24th Ireland v England, the competition continues into 
March. 

A new talent from Berkhamsted, Holly Petrie will be performing 
on Friday 2nd February. Check out her website at 
www.myspace.com/hollypetrie so you know what to expect. 

"Support your local", is the slogan from the Campaign for Real 
Ale, and this is why between 17th and 24th February it has been 
declared Community Pub Week. To celebrate the event we are 
holding some events.  Firstly a quiz night on Wednesday the 
21st February: all are welcome so get a team together. And on 
Saturday 24th February, karaoke for all you budding singing 
talents. Alternatively you could always pop in for a bite to eat 
we have some fabulous new additions on our menu. 

Whatever you are doing on Friday April 27th, can-
cel it! We have booked The King (Alvin Printwhistle) 
to come and entertain us at Tring School.  Get your 
drainpipes pressed and your dancing shoes pol-
ished.  Join us for an evening which will bring tears 
of laughter to your eyes. This Comedy/Elvis Trib-
ute Night is one not to be missed. Tickets are just 
£10. Bring your own picnic and drinks.  Book early – 
this is bound to be a sell-out. 
Tickets available from Tring School Reception (send requests 
and cheques (payable to Friends of Tring School) to “The Friends 
of Tring School”, Mortimer Hill, Tring, Herts HP23 5JD) or from 
Dennis’s of Tring. Telephone enquiries 014420 822303. 

This is an ADULT show for over 18s.

Elvis 
Planned visit to Tring School 

Confirmed 
Friday April 27th 2007 

8.00 p.m. 
Desborough Hall, Tring School 

Garage wanted 
 

Dry, lockable garage required for classic car.

Please contact Debbie Roberts on  
01296 668892 if you have an empty garage  

you would be willing to rent out. 
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In brief... 

Rick (Christopher) Williams 
 - tragic death in the Italian Alps 
 
MANY of you will have already heard the terribly sad and 
shocking news of the death of our very dear friend Rick in 
Italy on 10th January. (Also reported by the Gazette, 17 Janu-
ary, page 1.) 
 
Rick always lived life to the full and so was almost certainly 

relishing the exhilaration of his midnight sledge ride before 
his tragic collision with a snowmobile. He died instantly. 
Rick will be greatly missed (more than words could ever 
say) by his family and his many friends.  He was one in a 
million. The date of his funeral, which will be in February, 
will be posted in Long Marston and Wilstone shops. (CB) 
 
The Editor adds: 
Tributes were paid to Rick Williams at the Parish Council 
meeting on 17th January.  Chairman Cllr Mike Tomlinson 
said that Rick had always been a big contributor to the local 
community, had served for a number of years on the Parish 
Council, and will be sadly missed by all. 
 

Marsworth airfield appeal: 
public inquiry announced - 11/12 April 

Bucks County Council have announced a public inquiry into 
the appeal by Skim Milk Supplies Ltd against the enforce-
ment notice relating to the concrete crushing operation they 
had been carrying out on Marsworth Airfield.  An Inspector 
will hear the appeal on 11th & 12th April.  The Parish Coun-
cil and local residents have been asked to submit evidence to 
determine whether concrete crushing has been carried out on 
the site for more than 10 years.  Skim Milk Supplies Ltd 
have stated that it has, and is therefore exempt from the en-
forcement notice.  Many local residents believe that this is 
not so, and will be submitting evidence to the inquiry. 
 
In our December edition we reported that Skim Milk Sup-
plies Ltd had withdrawn one of their planning applications 
to AVDC.  While this was correct, the article did not add 
that the 'concrete crushing' application and appeal was con-
tinuing with Bucks CC and in consequence our report was 
incomplete.  We apologise if this was misleading. Ed. 
 

Art exhibition charity result 

The exhibition by local artists at Wilstone village hall (see 
page 2) raised £190 for the Iain Rennie Hospice at Home, 
and £54 for Youth in Need, Tanzania.  The organisers are 
hoping to stage another exhibition around Nov/Dec 2007. 

Santa says: "Thanks!" 
 
WHEN Father Christmas vis-
ited Wilstone on his annual 
pre-Christmas recce with just 
a few of his working Elves, he 
collected a total of £296.30 
which this year is being do-
nated to the Youth in Need 
Project, Tanzania. 
Thank you Wilstone (and a 
few drivers who were stopped 
by a relative of Dick Turpin!) 
for your generosity. (CD) 
 

Which charity to support? 
 
The Parish Mission Committee will meet on Monday 12th 
March to discuss which charities the Parish might like to 
support during 2007-8.  In the past the Parish has supported 
6 charities each year - usually 3 overseas and 3 UK based 
charities, one of which is a local charity. 
 
If there is a particular charity which you feel the Parish 
should support please send a note to any member of the Mis-
sion Committee outlining the reasons for your wishing to 
support this charity.  Please submit your suggestions by Sun-
day 11th March to: Huw Bellis, Sue Champion, Vanda Em-
ery, Moira Hargreaves, Andrew Minter, Helen Reynolds, 
Jenny Scholes or Stephen Tricks. 
 
Also, please come and support the Cake Stall  on Friday 9th 
March in St. Peter and St Paul Church from 10am - 12 noon 
in aid of the Mother's Union Literacy Project.  This is the 
Mission committee designated charity for March and April. 
Donations of cakes etc. gratefully accepted!  Jenny Scholes. 
 

Eco Cabs 2 go 
 

is currently looking for full/part time  
evening and weekend driver to work  
in and around the Marsworth area. 

 
You must have a full driving licence  

and be at least 25 years old. 
 Starting salary from £6.00 per hour. 

 
For more information please call  
Kate Whiteley on 01296 661999 

Local jobs ... 
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FLICKS 
IN THE 

STICKS 
&

p r e s e n t  

An entertaining and often humorous film showing an insight into the Queen’s life; her actions 
and reaction in the wake of the death of the Princess of Wales; the relationships with those 
around her, especially the Duke of Edinburgh, and the newly-elected Prime Minister struggling 
with his first major crisis.

Join the Film Night mailing list and 
get advance notice of future events.  
Email Peter Walker at  
halfmoon120@hotmail.com 

Friday, February 9th
 

Bar open from 7.15pm.  
Film starts at 8pm.  

Tickets £5 from the village store. 
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Cinema review by John Painter        

ANOTHER triumph for the Wilstone Odeon (or 
is it the Empire?)  The second production, in 
December, brought to you by Flicks in the Sticks 
and directed and produced by Peter and Jill 
Walker with a strong supporting cast, once 
again provided a most enjoyable evening’s en-
tertainment. 
 
The film was ‘Calendar Girls’, based on the 

true story of how the ladies of a local Women’s 
Institute, wanting to ensure good sales for their 
annual calendar to raise money to buy a new 
sofa for the local cancer unit, decided that they 
needed something rather more marketable  than 
the usual selection of country views.  And so 
they devised a calendar picturing traditional WI 
activities, photographed in a rather less tradi-
tional way.  The calendar, of course, was a great 
success, raising enough to buy a new cancer 
unit!  The story is now legendary, and was cer-
tainly known by most, if not all, of the audience.  
However, the secret of a good film is not just in 
the story, but rather in how the story is told; and 
this film tells the story wonderfully well.  The 
fact that many of the audience had already seen 
the film and had come to see it again is testament to that. 
 
As you would expect with a film in which the art of photog-

raphy is a central theme the camera-work is brilliant.  I par-
ticularly liked the scenes in the WI meetings that were shot 
with a low camera angle, making you feel as though you 
were actually present in the hall.  I also loved the scenes in 
Los Angeles, many of which would have stood alone as still 
images, they were so well composed.  But these are only a 
couple of examples. 
 
The casting is superb.  It starred Julie Walters, always so 

natural whatever the role, and Helen Mirren, whose talent as 
an actress is winning awards; but all the performances per-
fectly complemented each other and none can be faulted. 
 
Whilst I would not describe this film as a comedy – there 

are too many moments that are too close to the real world, 
and the underlying story is really quite sad – there are so 
many moments of genuine humour that it is one of the most 
truly entertaining films of recent years, and despite knowing 
the story, can be watched many times. 
 
The third film shown at the Village Hall, in January, was 
‘Billy Elliot’.  Now I will confess that this was a film that I 
had no inclination to see.  The story about a young boy who 

likes ballet rather than boxing somehow did not appeal to my 
natural instincts.  Boy, was I mistaken!  What a great film.  
This is no sissy film, but rather a story of grit and determina-
tion in the hard environment of a northern mining town – it 
is a film that follows the tradition of the best of British film-
making, 
 
This too could not be described as a comedy, but there are 

so many moments of humour, that you cannot help but be 
entertained, although the ending is perhaps rather predict-
able.  
 
And how is the village cinema being received?  The experi-
ence is more than just a visit to the movies (or flicks depend-
ing on your age).  The opportunity to enjoy a drink before-
hand and the interval snacks together help to make it truly an 
evening out. And just to repeat my previous comments, the 
quality of the equipment ensures that we do experience a 
genuine cinematic production. 
 
The next film, to be shown on Friday February 9th is  
‘The Queen’, a real coup as it is not being released on DVD 
until March.  It again stars Helen Mirren, already the winner 
of the Golden Globe, and favourite for Oscar nominations. A 
film not to be missed. 
 

Calendar Girls and Billy Elliot at Wilstone 

The 'real' Calendar Girls!  Members of our local WI turn out in force 
- properly dressed with their hats - to see the recent film presentation. 

(Picture: Village News)    
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Seen the film?  Now join the girls! 
 

Your local WI serving all three villages 
A warm welcome to all 

 
Tuesday 20th February at 8pm  

LONG MARSTON AND PUTTENHAM WI welcomes new 
members and visitors, why not come and see what we do?   
 
This month we will hear about ‘Sarah, A Runaway Slave’ an 

historical presentation by our speaker Susannah Marshall.  
Visitors most welcome, Tuesday 20th February 8pm, Victory 
Hall, Long Marston.  Your £2 entrance includes refreshments.  
 
Affiliation to the Buckinghamshire Federation of WIs gives 

our members access to coach trips, theatre visits, craft work-
shops, discussion groups, sports and the magnificent WI resi-
dential college in Oxfordshire. 
 
Do please come along and see what we do. If you would like 

one of our members to accompany you on the first evening, 
or you would like more information, please telephone Pam 
Edmonds on 01296 661370.  Transport to meetings is always 
available from all three villages.   

A big 'thank you' from Berkley by Fran Flowerdew 

I AM writing this article on the 11th of January which is 
Berkley's 27th birthday. Until this week he has lived in Wil-
stone and enjoyed a full and happy life. It is normally a great 
achievement if shire horses get to 23 so you can imagine 
how well loved he has been to have made this ripe old age!  

Berkley fell over in his paddock just before Christmas, and 
although there were lots of wonderful people who came to 
his aid, we were unable to get him up. The vet, who was also 
there, warned us of the possibility that he would have to be 
put to sleep. Eventually Simon Mead and his partner Chris 
came along with a tractor and cow sling and after three and a 
half traumatic hours Berkley was on his feet again. 

So this is to extend a huge thank you to the following peo-
ple, without whose help Berkley would not have made it:- 

Jenny White who lives in The Mill and spotted him on the 
ground. She stayed with him throughout the whole ordeal 
even though she was supposed to be at work after her lunch 
hour ran out. 

Ken Martin, Jo Birkett, Pete and Barbara Roberts, who did a 
lot of pushing! He is a huge heavy horse!! 

Shanne Roberts who provided blankets to keep him warm, 
and her daughter Amelia who provided the apple to keep his 
spirits up. 

Douglas Nicholas 
who had the brain 
wave of contacting 
Simon Mead. 

Maureen Nicholas 
and Ros Birkett who 
provided me with the 
emotional support I 
needed. 

And of course, a huge 
huge thank you to 
Simon and Chris! 

Sadly Berkley had to 
remain on the stable 
yard for the next few 
weeks as the vet told 
me it was too risky to 
turn him out on the 
muddy paddock. Now, 
however, he has temporarily moved somewhere else where, 
hopefully, it will be safe to let him have an hour or two out 
in a paddock which is less muddy. 

Hopefully he will be returning to his home here in Wilstone 
in the Spring. 

Berkley - now back on his feet. 
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Parish Council news 

Mike & Diane Armson have now had the antiques 
shop in Wilstone for 14 years, and are always 

happy to advise or help anyone interested in buy-
ing or selling antiques. To get in touch phone 

01442 890990 or 07860 910034. 
armsonantiques@ic24.net

Our website is up and running and updated regularly. 
www.armsonantiques.com

We are frequently on the premises, but to view the 
stock a prior phone call is definitely  

recommended. 
 

The Old Post Office 
34 Tring Road 

Wilstone, Nr Tring, Herts 
HP23 4PB 

Registered Child Minder
Has VACANCIES for children under 8 years old. 

Loving and caring environment. 
Fully equipped playroom & enclosed Garden. 

Local school/playgroup pickup. 
References available. Fully insured. 

 
For more details please call Debbie on 

(01296) 662806 

Julie Nicholls 
Tel: 01296 660686 

Mobile: 07960 766418 
Julienicholls11@aol.com 

Handmade soft furnishings 
Supply & fitting service of tracks and poles  

Fabric advice & room design 

Housing chief attends 

Colin Farrar, Head of Housing at Dacorum Borough Coun-
cil attended the meeting to discuss the project to build af-
fordable houses on the plot of Dacorum-owned land behind 
Buckingham Cottage in Wilstone.  He explained that the 
Council were very aware of the fact that the affordable hous-
ing at The Mill had not met local needs and were keen to 
ensure that this new provision would be for local people.   
 
The Housing Survey commissioned by the Parish Council 
and the housing waiting list at Dacorum both confirmed that 
there is a need to provide low-cost accommodation for peo-
ple with a local connection.  Plans are at an early stage but 
based on local need, initial estimates are that the develop-
ment will comprise of 6-8 small dwellings, mainly for rent 
and aimed at young families and single people.  Mr Farrer 
expressed a wish that the Parish Council would support the 
project, as it would be of benefit to local people and be 
something that both Councils could be proud of. 
 
Mr Farrar then took questions from the floor.  He was asked 

about the questionnaire signed by many people in Wilstone 
against such a development.  Mr Farrar answered this by 
saying it seemed to contradict the findings of the Housing 

Needs survey which suggested that a large majority of resi-
dents were in favour of affordable housing.  The question of 
parking problems in Grange Road was also raised.  Mr 
Farrar stated that any new housing would of course require 
adequate parking and there was even a possibility that addi-
tional parking could be provided for people living in Grange 
Road to alleviate some of the problems there.   
 
It was also questioned whether such a development could be 
permitted within a conservation area.  Mr Farrar replied that 
there was no reason why it could not be developed; of course 
any development would have to be in keeping with the sur-
rounding houses.  It was mentioned that there were other 
areas of land in Wilstone which could possibly be investi-
gated as alternate sites.   Mr Farrar was willing to take a look 
at other plots of land, but it was clear that the preferred site 
obviously had the advantage of being already owned by 
Dacorum.  Any other areas of land would have to be pur-
chased and this would put them at a disadvantage.  Council-
lor Townsend asked what control Dacorum would have over 
development of the land.  Mr Farrar replied that as they own 
the land they would have a good deal of control over the 
development and repeated his assurances that the housing 
would be for local people and that Dacorum would maintain 
nomination rights.   Dacorum are now to prepare a develop-
ment brief for discussion with the Parish Council. 



Village News 

Page 11  February 2007  

Your Parish Councillors are: 
 

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311 
Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257 
Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977 
Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352 
Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190 
Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282 
Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716 
Mrs Kim Deathe  01296 662 623 
 

The Clerk to the Council is: 
Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138 
 

The Village Warden is:
Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031 
 

Parish Council website:  www.tringruralpc.org.uk 

You can view and comment on planning applications at 
 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

by Abby Fermont   

In a subsequent letter to the Parish Council, Colin Farrar 
said that Dacorum was keen to work with them to "do the 
job properly" and produce a scheme which was suitable.  
Dacorum's proposal was likely to be for 8 dwellings which 
would be predominantly or exclusively for rent.  The Parish 
Council would be involved at all stages. The Council has 
also been given access to documents which show that hun-
dreds of sites throughout the Borough are being evaluated 
for new housing.  (See also: Letter, next page.) 
 

Thistlebrook priorities 

The priority system at the Thistlebrook boundary bridge is 
now operational, but some regular travellers did not seem to 
have noticed the new traffic system.  It was therefore re-
quested that some temporary signs could be installed by 
Herts Highways to alert drivers of the new road layout. 
 

School bus congestion ideas 

A number of ideas were discussed as to how to alleviate the 
problems of traffic congestion caused by the school bus.  It 
was agreed that some congestion was positive in that it 
helped to slow down traffic, and the main problem was 
when the bus is collecting children at the end of the day and 
parks on the opposite side of the road, which increases con-
gestion and means that the children have to cross the road to 
get on it.  The Parish Council agreed to challenge the ge-
neric statement by Herts County Council that school buses 
cannot reverse with children on them.  It seemed much less 
dangerous to the Council, for the bus to collect children 
straight from school and then to turn round at the entrance 
to Church Lane, than the present arrangement. 
 

Our village Post Offices  

Concern was expressed about the announcement in the 
House of Commons last week that 2,500 post offices are to 
close.  It was agreed to write to the responsible Minister in 
order to find out what we can do to ensure our Post Offices 
are not closed.  The Countryside Alliance is running a cam-
paign to keep rural post offices, and leaflets explaining how 
you can help are available in both village shops.  The key to 
their campaign is to encourage a mass of protest letters to 
be sent to Jim Fitzpatrick MP. 
 

'Dacorum Digest' anyone? 

A straw poll at the meeting ascertained that only about 
50% of residents receive this publication through their door 
every 4 months.  The Clerk has been asked to give detailed 
feedback about who is not receiving it to the Borough 
Council as they are paying for it to be delivered to every 
household.  If you are one of the unlucky 50%, please tele-
phone the Clerk with your postcode. 
 

Crime drops - to zero 

Police Community Support Officer Lorraine Batson at-
tended the January council meeting to give the crime report 
and answer Councillors' questions.  Recorded crimes in the 
Tring Rural Parish dropped from 5 in October, to 2 in No-
vember and absolutely none at all in the month of Decem-
ber.  This must make us one of the least troublesome com-
munities in the country - at least in December.   
 

Youth officer in February 
 
At the request of the Council, Herman Williams, a profes-
sional youth officer from Dacorum, will attend the Parish 
Council meeting on 21st February to discuss the possibility 
of setting up a youth club or other youth activities in the 
villages.  This is in response to the action item in the Parish 
Plan.  If anyone would like to take part in this discussion, 
has ideas to contribute, or could help with youth activities 
they are asked to come along to the meeting, or to get in 
touch with the Clerk, Dawn Slade. 
 
(Some additions to this article were made by Phil Buchi following the 
January Parish Council meeting.) 
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Letters ... 
From Vic Spratt, Wilstone. 

Affordable housing plans 

"Affordable Housing" was again on the agenda at the last 
Tring Rural Parish Council meeting of 2006, held in Wil-
stone village hall on the 20th December. It was attended by 
the Dacorum Council, Head of Housing, Colin Farrar, who 
came along to make known the Council’s approach to Af-
fordable Housing in our Parish and in particular Wilstone. 
The meeting was also attended by Dacorum Councillors 
Derek Townsend and Stan Mills, together with several Wil-
stone villagers. 

Colin Farrar addressed the meeting when he made it clear 
that the Dacorum Council were aware of the Parish Councils 
recent efforts to assess the need for more housing in the Par-
ish.  In particular for those people who have connections 
with the villages in the Parish and wish to live within the 
Parish but find they cannot afford to. 

Colin Farrar made it clear that the site in the middle of Wil-
stone was the site that will be developed, with probably be-
tween six and eight houses being built. These houses would 
be mainly for rent, first of all to those with Parish Village 
connections. He pointed out that no detailed plans have yet 
been made. 

Questions were asked regarding the site that would be devel-
oped.  The site is in the Conservation Area, therefore would 
that not mean that development would not be allowed? Colin 
Farrar said that it would be considered a "Rural Exception 
Site" and development would probably be allowed taking 
this into account. 

Access was discussed and it was asked how would the diffi-
culty of access through Grange Road be overcome, consider-
ing the parking and present access problems? The reply was 
that parking would be provided. 

The question was asked, "Have other sites which would 
seem more suitable, such as the site on the outskirts of Wil-
stone and the site belonging to Long Marsden Church been 
considered?" The reply was that if the Council site was pos-
sibly outside the Wilstone Village boundary and the Church 
site had not been considered recently. 

Mr Farrar was asked if the Dacorum Council was aware that 
nearly two hundred Wilstone Villagers had opposed devel-
opment of this site in the centre of Wilstone? He replied that 
they are aware. 

If readers have any strong feelings, comments or suggestions 
on this issue they should make them known to Dacorum and 
Parish Councillors. 

Happy New Year to you all.  At last we can relax for a while 
before the rounds of car boots begin in March.   It has been a 
very busy time, especially in the Henshaw household as 
Janet fulfilled all her orders for crackers.  This year she 
made well over 100 and the quality was outstanding, as I'm 
sure those who bought them would appreciate.  Anyway a 
total of £159 was raised.    
 
Malcolm's quiz had us all reaching for our reference books, 
computers and in most household Paracetamol.  Anyway it 
was great fun and a high standard of quiz sheets were re-
turned.  Following an early and lengthy lead by Colin Reed-
man, the eventual winner was James Bailey who scored 132 
out of a possible 138.  Fantastic.  2nd prize went to Dr. Caro-
line Beevers with 128.   Many thanks to Malcolm for all his 
hard work and hopefully can be persuaded to repeat it later 
this year.  A total of £125 was raised.    

 
And what can we say about Santa's visit round Wilstone?  
This year, he and his little Elves collected on behalf of us 
and we received £300.  Thank you very muchVillage Hall 
Committee.   Also thank you to Sara Wickenden for raising 
£54 from organising a Christmas Card competition 
and collecting donations at the HeART of Wilstone Exhibi-
tion.   A Jumble Sale on Saturday 13th January raised £255.  
So many thanks to you all who have once again reached 
deep into your pockets and supported us.   
 

From Vanessa Iley 
 

Youth in Need  
Project, Tanzania 

Birthday greetings ... 
we could print them here! 

A village magazine not far from here publishes quite a list 
of birthday and anniversary greetings.  Maybe that's not a 
bad idea. 
Always keen to jump on a bandwagon, Village News is 
willing to give it a try.  For absolutely no charge at all, we 
will print your (short!) greetings if you would care to 
email them to the editor:  editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
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A.J.Waring
Carpentry Services

Fully Qualified Local Carpenter 
All aspects of commercial 

& domestic carpentry considered 
 

Get someone else to do all those jobs 
 you’ve been asking hubby to do for ages! 

Phone Andy 
(01525) 240691 

Your local and friendly private hire taxis 
 

Do you like good quality service with a difference? 
Door opening, escorted umbrella service and uniformed drivers 

Do you require a taxi for long and short journeys? 
We serve ALL airports/seaports and local villages 

Business/private accounts welcome 
For more information visit our web site:  www.ecocabs2go.co.uk 

To book or for a quote on a chauffer style taxi call: 
01296 661999 

WALKING & WORKING STICKSWALKING & WORKING STICKSWALKING & WORKING STICKSWALKING & WORKING STICKS  
Handcrafted by John Evans 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 
 

Telephone  01442  822115Telephone  01442  822115Telephone  01442  822115Telephone  01442  822115 
Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

www.wilstonesticks.comwww.wilstonesticks.comwww.wilstonesticks.comwww.wilstonesticks.com  

4D BUILDING 
SERVICES 

Extensions 
Conversions 
Refurbishments 
All aspects of building 

 Tel: 01442 826932            Mob: 07778 482970 
 

kevan.ford@btopenworld.com 

RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE,  
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,HEDGE 
CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING  

AND MUCH MORE. 
FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK DONE WELL 

CONTACT  
MARK LEE 0791 435 5180 

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 
Carpets - Oriental Rugs - Upholstery 

 

High quality professional service 
Domestic and commercial 

Excellent value    Fully insured 
Free consultation and quote 

References available 
 

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ 
Tel: 01442 876622  Mob: 0788 4058795 

SARAH BUTTARS & COMPANY 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALIST 

Friendly, competitive, local help and advice with:   
 Statutory Accounts 
 Management Accounts 
 Budgets and Cash flows 
 Bookkeeping, VAT, Payroll 
 CIS, Corporation Tax Returns 
 Personal Tax Returns 
 Tax Planning 

Brensham Cottage 
Malting Lane 
Aldbury 
HERTS 
HP23 5RH 
 
Phone:  
01442 851962 
Fax: 01442 851962 
E-mail: 
info@sarahbuttars.co.uk 

T & S TREECARE 
 
All trees lopped, pruned or felled.   
All hedges shaped, pruned or removed. 
We also do turfing, grass cutting  
and fencing. 
All garden rubbish removed. 

 
FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATE 

 
Tel 01296 662167 
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NOW that Christmas has been and gone (and I am sure you 
have disposed of your Christmas tree in a green way),  many 
people are thinking of the year ahead and have started 
spring-cleaning.  

There have been quite a few articles in the media about the 
size of landfills. More than half a million tonnes of house-
hold waste was produced last year and 60 per cent of that 
was sent to landfill. Disposing of our rubbish is becoming 
more and more difficult, so people are being encouraged to 
reduce, reuse and recycle as much of their waste as possible.  
There is a way of dealing with it and doing someone a good 
turn…Freecycle.  It started in America, an innovative recy-
cling online community promoting reuse who aimed to save 
the planet by allowing people to pass on things that they no 
longer wanted onto someone else who did, thus helping keep 
material out of landfill sites.  Freecycle has a global mem-
bership of over a million. 
 
The Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment directive 

(WEEE) will attempt to make manufacturers recycle later 
this year. Whereas charity shops can’t sell these electrical 
items – legally they would have to be tested and certified by 
a qualified electrician – they can be freecycled. 
 
Basically, stuff that might not be worth trying to sell can be 

kept out of landfill if someone local has a use for it. Espe-
cially items too big, heavy, unmanageable, unusual or too 
scruffy for the charity shop. 
 
If I’m disposing of something I do consider my favourite 

local charity shop first - and tend to freecycle stuff that 
wouldn't suit them. Some freecycle groups have a links page 
listing local charities and encouraging people to support 
them - pointing out that freecycle is mainly about keeping 
stuff out of landfill, not competing for stock.  
 
I am one of the converted, a serial freecycler. Much better to 

give to someone who can use it, rather than using up space 
in my home or even putting it in self-storage places (big 
business for people who can pay to keep all their hoarded 
items.) After all the television programs on 'life laundering' I 
am hopefully creating good feng shui! 

This is what our local freecycle group says on its home page:  

“The Aylesbury Freecycle™ group" is open to all who want 
to "recycle" that special something rather than throw it away. 
Whether it's a chair, a fax machine, piano or an old door, feel 
free to post it. Or maybe you're looking to acquire something 
yourself! Non-profit groups are also welcome to participate!  

One main rule: everything posted must be FREE! This group 
is part of The Freecycle Network, a non-profit organisation 
and a movement of people interested in keeping good stuff 
out of landfills. Check out freecycle.org for other cities and 
info on the movement!  

E-mail aylesbury_freecycle-owner@yahoogroups.com for 
questions or improvement ideas! 

To become a freecycler, people have to register with the 
online site and give a basic outline of what they have avail-
able or need. 

You choose who you give your stuff away to, the most 
needy, people who do events for charity or if you just want 
to get rid of it quickly - no problem. It’s handy for the larger 
items in your home that need to be picked up. 

I suppose it's just another option. If I have something I don't 
need. Shall I ebay it? Or car boot it? Gift it to a charity shop? 
Freecycle it? Tip it? It’s nice to have so many good options 
now. Is this the civilised end of consumerism?               
 
Contact me at hildymason@hotmail.com 

Happy Spring-cleaning! 

Don't just Spring-clean, Freecycle by Hildy Mason 

'Millbillies' leaf sweep 

TALKING of Spring-cleaning, here is a 
jolly picture sent in by Roger and Jenny 
White showing the residents of The 
Mill, Wilstone, taking direct action 
against the incursion of leaves which 
accompanies the season. 
 
What a community effort!  I hope they 
have read the wheely-bin directive from 
Dacorum which only permits "Leaves 
(small amount)," in each bin.  Well, it's 
only a small street so they can't have that 
many. 
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The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 
A variety of eye treatments 

Gift vouchers available 
 

Take advantage of a 20% discount  
off your first treatment 

 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

AWJW SERVICES 
 

All Garden Work Carried Out 
Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses 

Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing  
All Types of Fencing and  

Gates Supplied and Erected 
Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping  

& Harrowing 
 

Alan Winfield  
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,  

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP. 
 

Tel: 01296-668977   
Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333 

 
Email: ivy-cott@supanet.com 

 
Fully Insured.  

Established Over 20 Years. 
New Inquiries Welcome. 
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Canoes for rent 
BEING a full time Mum I am always looking for ways to 
make money from home and thanks to the council and 
Thames Water I think I have come up with the perfect solu-
tion. Canoes for rent in Gubblecote! 
 Having lived here for 12 years I have always enjoyed a 
nice walk by the canal, which was only a short stroll up the 
road, but now as I come out of our drive we have our own 
waterway, formerly known as Wingrave Road. The council 
have recently put up a Public Highway sign running past 
our barns (470 yds Lukes Lane) surely this sign should say 
'Coastal Path' and small lighthouses should be strategically 
placed in the road to warn sailors, I mean drivers, of coastal 
erosion caused by the high tides. 
 If renting the canoes does not prove to be profitable per-
haps I could set up a car wash just by the turning to Wil-
stone, for all those who have driven their amphibious vehi-
cles from Long Marston. Oh no, I can’t because we are on a 
hosepipe ban, we must all conserve water as we are still 
under restrictions!  
 I called about the water flooding out of the manhole cov-
ers the beginning of last summer to no avail - gallons of 
water are still flooding out day and night. Any takers for a 
canoe? 

Disgruntled, Emma Smith of Becks Barn, Gubblecote.

News from St. Mary's Church 

THE NEW CHURCH CLEANING/FLOWER ROTA FOR 
2007 is in the process of being compiled.   
 
The church is small and the task is not arduous – we supply 
the tools, we just need the “person-power”.  If anyone 
would like to join our regular cleaning/floral ladies, please 
contact Christine on 01296 668337.  You will be most wel-
come. 
 

Advance Warning …….. 
 

SPRING  JUMBLE  SALE 
SATURDAY, 14TH APRIL – 2 p.m. 
CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM 

 
If you would like to assist with sorting, or helping on the 

day or, most important, assisting with the clearing up and 
disposal of the left-overs, please contact Christine. 
 

by Christine Rutter 
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The agricultural story line... by David Mead 

Three tales and a health warning 
I DELIVERED logs to Tommy Chappin, a sen-
ior citizen waiting for a new date for a post-
poned operation - something that would make 
his life much more comfortable. Anyway, his 
memory is still crystal clear.  While going back 
he remembered when Tring supported two 
cinemas - the Regal along Western Road and 
the Gaiety up Akeman Street.  This latter cin-
ema had an organ played by Stumpy Cato.  I 
gather he was a bit lacking in the foot depart-
ment. The trouble was both projector and organ 
were always breaking down.  I can hear small 
Tommy Chappin and his mates booing and 
cheering while hasty repairs were done. 
 
Over 50 years ago we farmed council land 

where the tidy tip is now.  15 acres of the sew-
age farm was grass - well, mainly stinging net-
tles.  Tring sewage was allowed to filter 
through.  By the time it reached the brook at the 
bottom of the field it was “crystal clear”.  The 
other 40 acres was arable where we always had 
at least 5 acres of mangles.  These were grown 
on top of ridges.  Sewage was encouraged 
down alternate rows.  It always grew huge mangles which 
won many prizes at local farm shows.  There was a lot of 
grizzling from other competitors.  
 
Reg Sallery had his butcher’s shop where Almar Printing is 

now. Reg would buy his fattened animals in the Monday 
market.  So Tuesday was not the day to take the aunts visit-
ing.  A man from the council called in.  He was not happy 
about the blood getting out into the rainwater drains. 
“Nothing to do with me,” says Reg. “It must be coming from 
the surgery next door.” Anyway wherever, Tuesday was a 
good day for the mangles. 

 
I’m afraid Tubby Edmunds is not well and Ethel is not hav-

ing an easy time.  But Ethel did tell me about Tubby when 
still a lad.  He got the job of pumping the air for the church 
organ.  Tubby wanted his fee - 2 pennies - when he had fin-
ished the job. “No.” says Mr Bussey, the Churchwarden. 
“I’m giving it to you before the service starts, then you can 
put one penny in the plate.”  No wonder Tubby and his 
mates would put half-pennies on the railway line where they 
would be squashed to the size of a penny!! 
 

Reg Sallery's butcher's shop in Tring - now Almar Printing.  Reg also 
gets a mention on page 27.                                           (Photo: Village News) 

News from the Puttenham Trust 
 
Advance information! 
 

Saturday, 28th April 
Bangers and Mash Quiz Night 

 
Our Quiz-Master for the evening will be Toby 
 
Full details in the March edition of Village News. 

Butterfly exhibition 

THE Herts and Middx Branch of Butterfly Conservation are 
mounting a major exhibition at the Tring branch of the 
Natural History Museum in Akeman Street.   
 
"Bright Wings of Summer" will run from 10th March to 
22nd April and is the first ever butterfly exhibition to be 
held in Tring.  It will include special links with our own 
Millhoppers reserve in Watery Lane.  More details in the 
March edition of Village News. 
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS 
have moved to new business premises.have moved to new business premises.have moved to new business premises.have moved to new business premises.  

All mechanical repairs 
Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned - 
 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site - welding -  
breakdowns - wheels balanced - 

tyres - batteries - exhausts.  
 

Fuel injection  
service. 

 

Phone or fax: 01296 662280 
Mobile: 07860 847328 

 

Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  
Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.
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CARPET CLEANING 
Call 

ANTHONY LAWRENCE 
19 Tring Road 

Wilstone 
Tring,Herts 
HP23 4NU 

01442 824250 

MAN WITH A VAN!MAN WITH A VAN!MAN WITH A VAN!MAN WITH A VAN!  
Nationwide collection & delivery serviceNationwide collection & delivery serviceNationwide collection & delivery serviceNationwide collection & delivery service  

Anything considered e.g.Anything considered e.g.Anything considered e.g.Anything considered e.g.  
student moves, small house moves etc.student moves, small house moves etc.student moves, small house moves etc.student moves, small house moves etc.  

7 days a week7 days a week7 days a week7 days a week  
01296 42718201296 42718201296 42718201296 427182  
07770 23774507770 23774507770 23774507770 237745  
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Tales from Tringford Farm           by Gary and Minty  

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around:

Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · MentmoreWendover · Princes 
Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

 Happy New Year everyone from all us animals at Tring-
ford.  The winter months see us all trying to keep warm and 
dry in this windy spot at Tringford;  many are the mornings 
when we have a “sit in” making it quite obvious that we 
prefer our straw beds and pens to going out into the wet and 
windy weather.  If Bo-Peep tries to take us down to the big 
horse and donkey fields we show our displeasure by run-
ning off into the farm yard and barns to hide away because 
we just will not go all through that mud that the horses 
churn up around the gateways.  We prefer our top paddock 
every time especially as we now have a bunch of sheep 
neighbours to talk with.  Even so we have managed to 
gather a few stories for you during our end of year period. 
 
Firstly we have to report on the great mysterious missing 

cockerel saga.  Just before Christmas the three young cock-
erels were rounded up and put in their own ark away from 
all their lady friends.  Then suddenly one morning, they 
were gone and no one knows where they have gone, but we 
must report that Beaky, the bit white cockerel, is a changed 
character who keeps a very low profile without raising his 
head or his cock-a-doodle-do above the parapet so to speak.  
We wonder where they went – any ideas folks? 
 
Now we are all interested in Jenny the donkey’s condition 

these days so we have decided to issue a monthly bulletin 
on her waist measurement as visitors think she is getting 
rather rotund, a bit like Minty really but his condition is 
down entirely to food.  I wonder what he measures around 
the tummy?  This month Jenny’s tummy is 70”, or for you 
metric maniacs 177 cm, when she is standing relaxed eating 
her tea, and any Polos that might be hanging around in visi-
tors’ pockets. 
 
We must tell you about young Donk.  When it is very wet 

and soggy in their field, Bo-Peep puts them out into the 
ménage - you know that fenced off area of sand where Miss 
Nina does her training sessions.  In it there are poles laid 
out on the ground called trotting poles with a cross pole 
jump at the end of them.  Well we were in our little paddock 
at the farm entrance which is right alongside the ménage 
when the two donks were put in there because their field 
was too wet and muddy.  Well what do you think!! what 
that young Donk does but trots around the ménage, picks 
his feet up and trots through the poles and jumps the cross 
poles at the end with no trouble at all.  He then dashes 
around again for another go with Jenny following him 
around but not over the poles or the jump.  Bo-Peep says he 
really is a natural jumper, and did it each time with no train-
ing or encouragement.  Who would think it when he is so 
shy of anything and everything but he is improving with a 
little more confidence showing through.  Perhaps it is be-
cause of all the loving and petting we all get from Bo-Peep 
which makes him feel more secure.  Maybe one day the 
farrier will be able to trim his back feet without getting a 

good kicking – who knows, only time will tell.  In fact Bo-
Peep can lift his back feet up to clean them now without 
fear of him trying to kick her over the fence. 
 
With the disappearance of the cockerels, we have had a 

new arrival of some young chickens, pullets we think they 
are called.  They are all black and their family name as a 
breed is “Black Rock”.  They have taken up residence in the 
same ark as the cockerels but we have it on good advice that 
they will not vanish overnight.  At present they are there to 
get accepted by the rest of the flock before they start their 
egg laying job.  The hens get so many requests for their 
eggs, which of course are tasty treats for all you humans, 
that Bo-Peep is increasing the hen population with some 
more coming along when these young ones start to produce. 
 
A sad piece of news over the Christmas period – one of the 

girls, as Bo-Peep calls them, ie the white ducks, was found 
out in the paddock by the water trough.  She was dead and 
stiff as a board.  We can only presume that somehow she 
was entangled in the water trough and drowned because 
there was not a mark on her.  There is also another theory 
and that’s to do with the big old gander as he has been 
known to try and “duck” them on the pond.  I expect that 
means there will be a new duck intake soon because they 
are really comical characters and good to have about the 
place. 
 
Now special request from Scruffy Ed. He would like to 

thank the kind Father Christmas who left him a present on 
the doorstep of his minder.  He does like his presents and 
just cannot wait to unwrap them.  This one was kept under 
the Christmas tree until Christmas morning when he was 
given the go ahead to unwrap his four presents.  He is then 
all action with bits of paper flying off all over.  He does get 
a bit tangled with the Sellotape which tends to stick him up 

(Continued on page 21) 
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The Ultimate  
Elvis  
Tribute 

Wilstone Village Hall 
8pm   Friday March 2nd 

Tickets £10 from Wilstone Village Store 
Bring your own food and drinks 

 

An evening 
of fun and  
nostalgia 
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BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium         Secondary   Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

Established 200 years 

K.Y.GREEN 
Independent Funeral Directors 

Monumental Masons 
 

29 Cambridge Street, 
Aylesbury, Bucks.  

HP20 1RP 
 

For personal attention and advice phone 

01296 – 482041 

24 Hour Emergency Service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

Marsh Road, Little Kimble. 
Golden Charter 

Pre-payment Plans Available 
 

Please contact us, without obligation, 
 for your free brochure 

“Rose Cottage” Kennels and  
Cattery, Wingrave.

26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL 
 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are en-
joying theirs. 

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise  
paddocks. Personal attention at all times.  

Inspection welcome 
 

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on 
(01296) 681306 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 
We will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the national association of registered pet sitters. 

Fully insured. 
Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 

and other small animals. 
Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLEY 

No matter how small the job  
call for a free quote 

 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
 

SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

J B Services 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance  

rubbish clearance 
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 
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like sticky toffee and then it’s a bit painful pulling it off his 
hair, but all in all he enjoyed his unwrapping session after 
which he proceeded to go around the house hiding his chews 
in his bed, under cushions and in dark corners, tucked away 
for a rainy day you might say.. 
 
Time has moved on and the start of the month has seen the 

new pullets let out into the orchard:  oh how happy they are 
dashing all over the orchard and paddock just like boisterous 
teenagers.  Surprise! Surprise! who is looking after them?  
Mr Gander!  He keeps close and makes sure the older hens 
don’t peck them.  Mind you, in this weather it is not often 
that you see them out and about except when Rodney, the 
senior cockerel, takes them off to the muck heap for their 
daily intake of vitamins. 
 

Maybe next month there might be a birthday announce-
ment!  Mrs Black Call duck is sitting on a clutch of eggs, 
safely tucked away in a coop by the pond in the orchard.  
She is locked in at night-time to keep Mr Fox away, and 
comes out in the morning for breakfast before going back to 
her sitting duties.  Hooves crossed then we may have some 
new ducklings. 
 
Just heard that Scruffy Ed and Miss Nina have been on a 

joint visit to the vet but more on that next month as we have 
about used up our column space.  For new readers, Scruffy 
Ed is a dog and Miss Nina a horse!  Bye then everyone, let’s 
hope this rainy weather soon stops.   
 
With a  Bah  Bah from all us sheep.  Gary and Minty. 

(Continued from page 18) 

Tales from Tringford Farm... continued 

ON Friday 13th October the 1st Long Marston and Wilstone 
Brownies and their leaders left for the bright lights of Lon-
don on a special trip to the National Guide Heritage Centre 
in Victoria. The trip was planned to celebrate the 80th birth-
day of HM The Queen and was also the culmination of the 
work for the arts initiative badge, this year based around 
cinema and performing arts. 
 
They had an evening full of exciting activities at the centre; 

from dressing up and acting on a stage, inventing their own 
Punch and Judy shows, performing Karaoke and being 
pampered with face masks, to exploring a make-believe 
forest full of hands on activities to do with science and con-
servation. After a pizza supper they set up ‘camp’ in a huge 
indoor tent and pretended to sleep!! 
 
On Saturday they walked around London, taking in sights 

like Buckingham Palace, Nelson’s Column, Big Ben and 
the Houses of Parliament and of course No.10 Downing 
Street. In their smart uniforms the 24 brownies were an eye-
catching sight especially for scores of Japanese tourists who 
wanted a photo to show the folks back home! 
 
After a delicious lunch at the Rainforest Café, a restaurant 

decked out like a real rainforest with moving creatures, wa-
terfalls and all the authentic jungle sounds, the girls then 
went to the famous Imax cinema at Waterloo to see the new 
Disney film ‘open season’ in 3d. 
 
When the coach picked them up to make the return journey 

to Wilstone there were some very tired brownies who fell 
asleep instantly (no pretence this time!) 

Brownies weekend to  
remember by Julia Wass 

Evidently I’m the neighbour from hell, 
My washing machine’s noisy my dishwasher as well. 
The baby is yelling from morning to night, 
Then screams after midnight ’cos a nightmare gives fright. 
My dog barks at anything that’s an unusual sound. 
My cat has a fight and wakes everyone around. 
My car engine awakens everyone from their sleep, 
when early in the morning off to work I creep. 
 
At weekends I garden and cut the grass, if it's dry, 
the mower starts up with a gulp and a cry. 
My DIY makes noises that scream through the wall, 
as I like to save money by trying to do it all. 
Should I go out for an evening with my friends in a gang, 
on returning late home the gate shuts with a bang. 
As I creep up the stairs they creak and they groan 
and through the walls they echo and moan. 
 
My radio’s loud my TV as well. 
No wonder they call me 
THE NEIGHBOUR FROM HELL.  

The Neighbour 

Submitted by a reader whose name and address we had 
better not reveal!   Ed. 

A poem... 
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Need an evening out?  Come to 
the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers. 

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu 
Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 
A warm welcome guaranteed! 

A Restaurant that prides itself on the 
fabulous exotic taste of authentic Indian 

home style of cooking 

Banqueting Evening Every Tuesday Night 
A wonderful selection of dishes of your choice 

from the menu. 5.30pm to 11pm. 

Our Fabulous Sunday Buffet
A selection of different dishes every week 

12 noon - 3pm 

132 London Road, Aston Clinton,  
Buckinghamshire HP22 5HS 

Tel: 01296 630 399 - 01296 633 360 
www.shaadrestaurant.com 

Open 7 Days a Week for lunch & dinner,  
including Bank Holidays 

12 noon - 2.30pm & 5.30pm -11.30pm 

Excellent Takeaway Service 
20% Discount for a Limited Period 

As March and early April arrive another more delicate Cy-
clamen comes into flower; this is Cyclamen repandum. It 
has thin ivy shaped leaves which indicates it prefers posi-
tions away from strong sunlight. It is a woodlander coming 
from a scattered range in southern Europe; Sardinia, Cor-
sica and southern Greece and its islands. The flowers are 
very different from C.coum. While C.coum has dumpy 
squat flowers C.repandum has long elegant twisted petals. 
Furthermore the tubers are always small and they need to be 
planted deeper than C.coum.

These too spread quickly as a colony by seed if it likes you 
and they come into flower just as C.coum is finishing its 
display. Their flowers are invariably magenta in colour and 
brighten up dark areas of the garden. 
 

Other cyclamen can be risked outdoors at this time and as 
we are likely to have milder winters they may indeed  
flourish.  

(Continued from page 28) 

Late winter and spring 
Cyclamen... continued 

Veterans' winter indoor league 
THE cricket season now runs on from summer into the win-
ter, with the LMCC Veterans taking part in the winter 
league. The staunch individuals, some carrying several ex-
tra pounds as protection against the possibility of a severe 
winter, went off to Redbourn on a high after the success of 
the 1st X1 during the summer of 2006.  The team put to-
gether a 6 match winning sequence to finish winners of the 
league at only the second attempt.  This has been the most 
successful all-round season anyone can remember at the 
club and long may it continue. The 2006 Vets were: Mike 
Lyons, Simon Robinson, Bryen Rose, Trevor Green, Kevin 
Winfield, Paul Marsh, Dave Stevens, Geoff Graveson,  Lee 
Beasley and Captain Martin (Skinny) Keable.  
 

Under 13 indoor league 
This was a great learning curve for the Under 13s who 
played in this league for the first time.  Winning 3 league 
games out of 9, a great spirit ran through the whole team in 
all the matches they played.  The youngsters achieved a 
very creditable win against a very strong Harpenden side in 
the separate cup competition, only to lose in the next round 
to Shenley. 

LMCC by Paul Dumpleton 
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What’s the recipe today Jane?   What’s the recipe today Jane?   What’s the recipe today Jane?   What’s the recipe today Jane?    

Coffee Rum Coffee Rum Coffee Rum Coffee Rum 
Ice Cream Ice Cream Ice Cream Ice Cream 
GateauGateauGateauGateau 

Jane says: Jane says: Jane says: Jane says:   

THIS is the most delicious dessert and very impressive. Making the mini 
meringues is a bit nerve wracking but well worth it.  Don’t be tempted to 
make them too big. 
 

WHAT YOU NEEDWHAT YOU NEEDWHAT YOU NEEDWHAT YOU NEED 

16oz caster sugar 
6 egg whites 
1½ pints double cream 
2 tbls instant coffee 
4 tbls boiling water 
4 tbls dark Jamaican rum 
 
WHAT YOU DOWHAT YOU DOWHAT YOU DOWHAT YOU DO 

• Dissolve the coffee in the water and leave to cool. 
 
• Whisk the egg whites until stiff. 
• Whisk in 4 oz of the sugar until stiff again. 
• Fold in remaining sugar. 
 
• Pipe or spoon (teaspoon size) small meringues onto baking sheets. 
Yes you will have lots and lots of mini meringues. 
• Cook for 1 hour @ 150C, 300F or Gas 2. Rotating the sheets regularly 
for even cooking. 
• Turn off the heat and leave in the oven for 10-15 mins. They should 
be crisp on the outside and soft in the inside. 
• Allow to cool . 
 
• Reserve 6-8 of the most perfect meringues for decoration. 
• Lightly whip the cream and fold in the meringues, coffee and rum. 
Try not to totally crush the meringues. 
• Base line a round loose bottom cake tin. ( I usually use an 8/9 inch ) 
and spoon in the mixture smoothing as you go. Smooth the top. 
• Freeze. 
 
• To serve remove from the freezer approx 15 mins before serving. 
Push up the base to remove gateau. Turn onto a serving plate and remove 
base and paper. Decorate with reserved meringues and a dusting of grated 
chocolate if you want. 

by Jane Kellyby Jane Kellyby Jane Kellyby Jane Kelly  
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Problem with your windows?Problem with your windows?Problem with your windows?Problem with your windows?  
- Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
 can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 
01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.comWww.SmashingWindows.comWww.SmashingWindows.comWww.SmashingWindows.com  

Try our new window cleaning service

Just call 07875 534780 for more details

Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial  
& Industrial 

 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 
No job too small 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

AZURE POOLS  
& HOT TUBS 

Your local dealer for 
� SWIMMING POOLS 
� SAFETY COVERS 

� POOL ENCLOSURES 
� POOL & SPA CHEMICALS  

(we deliver to you-same day service available) 
� HOTTUBS  
� SAUNAS 

WHY NOT COME AND TRY A SPA OR 
SAUNA IN OUR LUXURY LOCAL  

SHOWROOM 
(private sessions by appointment) 

WHETHER YOU JUST NEED FRIENDLY 
ADVICE, SALES OR SERVICE  

CONTACT US! 

01525 223127 or 07957424106 
or visit us at 

UNIT 10 SPARROW HALL FARM BUSINESS PARK 
LEIGHTON HALL RD, EDLESBOROUGH, LU6 2ES 



Village News 

February 2007  Page 25  

Local names and numbers 
Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222 
 
Local Police Officers (In emergency dial ‘999’) 
PC Tom Evans       07736 225 293 
PCSO Emma Lennox             07876 390 969 
Fly-tipping reports 
Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 228 666 
Call the police if you see the crime being committed. 
 
Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter  01296 668337 
Beavers 
Jo Woodbridge  01442 891444 
Brownies 
Allyson Alford                        01442 890705 
Cubs 
Tony Short  01442 823096 
Guides 
Michelle Hall  01442 890149 
Scouts 
David Colvin  01442 381544 
 
Horticultural Society 
John Kaye  01296 662975 
 
Rector 
Rev’d Frank Mercurio               01442 822170 
Team Vicars 
Rev’d Huw Bellis                      01442 851200 
Rev’d Martin Macdonald          01442 384953 
Churchwardens 
Long Marston All Saints: 
Neil Brown       01442 825956 
Angus Munday                        01296 660303 
Wilstone St. Cross: 
Andrew Minter  01442 823605 
Puttenham St Marys: 
Christine Rutter  01296 668337 
John Barron  01296 631351 
 
Tring Crime Prevention Panel 
(Neighbourhood Watch)         01442 381793 & 824593 
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 
Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311 
Clerk to the Parish Council 
Dawn Slade                             01442 824138 
Village Warden 
Colin Reedman                        01442 822031 
 
Long Marston Victory Hall 
Colette Bernard  01296 661172 
Long Marston Cricket Club 
Paul Dumpleton   01296 668112 
Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 
Alison Munt                            01296 662282 
Long Marston Tennis Club 
Margaret Kelland  01296 668314 

Long Marston Football Club 
Daphne Bateman  01296 668054 
Long Marston School  01296 668386 
Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 
David Gauke                         020 7219 4459 
or to make an appointment call 01923 771781 
 
Pet Dog Training 
Ann Clarke      01296 624330 
Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 
Whitchurch Morris Men          
 Richard Moorhouse              01494 722259 
Wilstone Village Hall 
Colin Reedman     01442 822031 
Wilstone Toddlers 
Kerie Ivory                            01442 822117 
Women’s Institute 
Pam Edmonds                        01296 661370 
 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have 
delivered this Village News to every home in 
the parish. Distribution enquiries to: 

Carole Harrison,  01296 668 526 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, Astrope, 
Little Tring, Gubblecote, Startops End. 
 
Your editor for March will be 
Colin Moore 
01442 826976 
editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 
Our Advertising Manager is: 
Colette Bernard 
01296 661172 
 
Deadline for next month is  
Thursday 15 February 
for the March edition,  
published on 1st March 2007. 
 

We are on line at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on local news) 
www.wilstone.me.com (Click on Village News) 
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From the Vicarage…        by Rev’d  Martin Macdonald 

HAVE you ever struggled to answer those difficult questions 
such as:  
 
What is the difference between a Christian, a Jew and a 
Moslem?  
What do they believe? How did the differences arise? 
 
Over the next 6 months we are putting on a series of Sunday 
lunch time sessions under the heading ‘One God, Three 
Faiths'. The course is about the development of the idea of 
One God and is an introduction to the similarities and differ-
ences in the three religions of Christianity, Judaism and Is-
lam.  
 
The course is suitable for both regular and occasional 
churchgoers, and also for those seeking a better understand-
ing of Christianity and for the undecided. Previous knowl-
edge is not assumed and no great theology is needed beyond 

a basic understanding of the major figures and events in  
the Bible. 
 
A light lunch of soup, bread and cheese is provided at each 
session (no roast and 2 veg I’m afraid) and the sessions will 
last one and a half hours.  
 
Although the 6 sessions are designed as a complete course, 
you are welcome to attend any of them on their own. We are 
holding one of the sessions at St Cross Wilstone on 25 Feb-
ruary at 11.30am, and two at All Saints, Long Marston on 4 
March and 11 March also at 11.30am.  
 
So do come along and join us and equip your self to be able 

to answer those tricky questions. 
 

*Sessions in Wilstone and Long Marston are repeated in 
Tring. 

Date Time Location Title

21st January 12.00 Parish Hall Tring The origin of religion 

28th January 12.00 Parish Hall Tring An introduction to mythology 

25th February 11.30 St Cross Church 
Wilstone 

* The Hebrew Bible in its cultural context 

4th March 11.30 All Saints Church 
Long Marston 

* The roots of Islam in their cultural & religious context 

11th March 11.30 All Saints Church 
Long Marston 

* Jesus & the Gospels in their cultural contexts 

29th April 12.00 Parish Hall Tring * The Hebrew Bible in its cultural context 

20th May 12.00 Parish Hall Tring * The roots of Islam in their cultural & religious contexts 

3rd June 12.00 Parish Hall Tring * Jesus & the Gospels in their cultural contexts 

17th June 12.00 Parish Hall Tring The challenge of the Incarnation 

One God, Three Faiths 

ON Sunday 17th December, Long Marston Church saw the 
annual Sunday Club Nativity Play performed by a host of 
pretty angels, earnest shepherds and noble kings who 
brought the Christmas story alive in their search for Mary, 
Joseph and Jesus. 
 

With the aid of some well-rehearsed narrators, accommo-
dating inn-keepers and the accompaniment of recorders, 
clarinet and saxophone we were treated to some lovely sing-

ing and acting with the usual ‘ahhh’ factor of watching this 
very important story performed through the fresh eyes of the 
children . 
 

Well done to all the Sunday Club children who took part in 
the service and the mums who helped with the rehearsal.   
 

Maria Adams. 

Sunday Club Nativity Play                                    
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MY father was born in London, in Stoke Newington, but 
when he was 3 years old his family moved to a small village 
in Surrey, close by the canal.  His love of canals and the 
slower more rural way of life found in a village developed 
apace, and he was never tempted back to London. 
 
After wartime service John met and 

subsequently married Pam, whose 
grandparents Joe Edwards and his 
wife had lived in Wilstone all their 
lives, so family connections to the 
village were strong.  John embraced 
his new family with great affection, 
becoming especially close to Pam’s 
uncle Arthur. For many years one 
local resident was convinced they 
were brothers, and neither did much 
to dispel the myth. 
 
Dad’s profession was retail butch-

ery, working for some time for Reg 
Sallery in Tring, and later moving 
into wholesale meat marketing.  But 
the job he really enjoyed was with 
Perrys Agricultural Sales at Weston 
Turville, which took him out into 
the country, meeting local farmers.  
He became friends with Tom Chap-
man at Long Marston, and with Jim 
and Robert Hedges in Marsworth. 
 
John’s final job was in Graces Iron-

mongers in Tring and, as retirement 

approached, he had more time to devote to his adopted vil-
lage.  He used to help Arthur, serving behind the bar in the 
Half Moon occasionally, and became a member of the Vil-
lage Hall Committee, and later its Chairman.  He worked 
very hard in this role, and loved the comradeship of the other 
committee members, and the sense of achievement when 

hard fought campaigns resulted in 
improvements to the hall, ie a new 
kitchen.  John continued to help at 
the Village Fete right up to last year, 
as always on the bric-a-brac with his 
friend, John Rose. 
 
Dad was also a member of Wilstone 

Church, and was very enthusiastic in 
support of fund raising ventures.  In 
1991 a massive Festival of Travel 
really put Wilstone on the map, and 
later Flower Festivals helped raise 
money for the new windows.  A 
tireless organiser, he derived great 
pleasure from seeing the events 
come together and succeed. 
 
John was very easy going, always 

ready for a chat, and he made many 
friends in Wilstone.  He valued this 
easy companionship, and his family 
hope that Wilstone will enjoy the 
memories as much as John enjoyed 
Wilstone. 
 

John Cockerill - honorary Wilstonian   by Alison Cockerill 

John Cockerill with grandson Hugh. 

Obituary 

School draw results 
 
The December £50 Jackpot Prize was won by  
Melanie Beeny. 
 
The prize winners in January were: 
 
1st prize £15: ticket no. 40 - Phil Cogger 
2nd prize £10: ticket no. 44 - Clayton Noble. 
 
It's never too late to join the Friends of Long Marston 
School monthly draw!  Subscription is £10 per year (April 
to March), but a reduced subscription is available if you 
join during the year.  All proceeds help our village school-
children.  There are 2 prizes of £15 and £10 per month plus 
Jackpot prizes of £50 in July and December. 
 
Ring the school on 01296 668386 if you wish to join. 
 Belinda Brett 

BE A FILM 
‘EXTRA’ Register your 

email address, and you will be 
the first to know what new films 
are coming your way, and be 
able to comment and suggest 
other films.  Send your email 
address to Peter Walker at:      

halfmoon120@hotmail.com 
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Village View                                      by John Painter 

Another winter sunset, this time across Wilstone reservoir, taken from the east embankment.  The setting sun dropping behind the 
trees on the far side makes this the perfect position, though in summer you may have to walk further up the embankment for the 
best views!  © John Painter, 2007. 

Late winter and spring Cyclamen   by John Noakes 
LAST September I described 
some autumn flowering Cycla-
men that could be grown success-
fully in the open garden. Surpris-
ingly there are others that flourish 
and flower at a more inclement 
time of year. 
Cyclamen coum is one of these; 
normally starting to flower in 
February. However with this mild 
winter weather I already have this 
species flowering in my garden. 
C.coum comes from Turkey and 
is distributed mainly along the 
Black Sea area stretching across 
to the Caucasus. It’s as tough as 
old boots surviving in Turkish 
winters up to a height of 4,400 
feet. The main problem in this 

country is from excessive damp. It is best grown in well 
drained soil with plenty of grit and leaf mould. Under trees is 
a good site as the tree roots extract moisture from the soil 
and these cyclamen like to be dry in summer. 
 It is easily raised from seed and comes into flower within 
two to three years from sowing. If a good colony is estab-
lished they self seed prolifically; the seeds often being 
spread around by ants. The flower colour ranges from ma-
genta through to pink and white; many have attractive mar-
bled or pewter patterned leaves. 
 This Cyclamen associates well with snowdrops and winter 
aconites which flower at the same time. Currently I am try-
ing to establish a colony of C.coum in the old churchyard in 
Chapel Lane, Long Marston. It’s early days yet and they are 
under a yew tree, a site which is as dry and shady as you can 
get. Others grow well under an old damson tree in my back 
garden which you are willing to visit; but after mid  
February! 

(Continued on page 22) 

If you do it right - this 
should be what you get! 
 
(Picture: John Noakes) 


