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We depend on readers’ 

articles and pictures.  

So let’s have them! 

 

Inside this issue: 
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Super Vegas Las Wilstone 

by our outside broadcast staff 
A  red Cadillac 

gleamed in the sun-

shine as the Queen 

of Wilstonia led the 

parade in her car-

riage on her way to 

open Vegas Las 

Wilstone and get 

married. (?) Outside 

the Half Moon the 

procession through 

the village halted 

under the Stars and 

Stripes for a per-

formance from Alvin Printwhistle as Elvis, the other star of this year’s village fete and dog 

show. Alvin is a big name these days, and a crowd had gathered to see his Vegas show. The 

Wilstone Showgirls and the Majorettes added to the colourful spectacle as the assembly con-

tinued down to the recreation ground with a slightly nervous Pog the Donkey in the lead. All 

arrived without mishap though in time for a ceremony of dubious legality in the ‘chapel of 

love’.  
 

A big crowd filled the field and packed the saloon, casino and diner. There were plenty of en-

tries for the competitions of the afternoon: Miss Nevada, Mr Universe and Elvis look-a-like. 

The fun dog show, run by the Long Marston Dog Training Club, reported a record number of 

entries this year, and more time was needed for the judging. The Wilstone Showgirls per-

formed a spectacular Can Can (twice) and more numbers from Elvis had people dancing in the 

arena. OK, so it rained at 4pm, but by then no one seemed to mind. Jill Walker, chairman of 

the fete committee, said: “I have been overwhelmed by the hard work put in by dozens of peo-

ple to make this afternoon a success. It’s been bags of fun, and I would like to thank everyone 

who has contributed.” A big success for the organisers, and a fun afternoon for the rest of us. 

We look forward to next year. 
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Welcome William! 
 

Welcome to new reader William Frederick Fairhurst from Wil-

stone, and congratulations to Mum and Dad - Jayne and Andy. 

Three weeks and one day old when our picture was taken and 

already growing fast from the 7lb 7oz he weighed at birth on 

24th May. (Picture: Village News) 

Pets blessed at St. Cross  by Margaret Buchi 
 

I’VE just had the most marvellous morning! Two friends with two dogs each 

asked me to help out as they were taking their little darlings (Archie, Lilly, 

Lani and Phoebe) to the animal blessing at St. Cross, Wilstone.  The service 

was conducted by the warm and friendly Rev’d Joanne Wetherall.  I’ve never 

seen so many dogs (about a dozen) all so well behaved.  After the beautiful 

service, where Rev’d Joanne blessed each dog individually (and Harley the 

horse), we all sang: ‘All things bright and beautiful’. Next, all piled into the 

church - dogs an’ all - for tea and scrummy cakes.  In addition to all that, there 

was a plaque for each dog confirming their blessing. It truly was a joyous and 

fun experience. 

The Rev’d Joanne Wetherall with Harley 

Editor wanted  
to join the Village News team 

 

We are looking for an additional editor to join the team 
of volunteers who produce your village magazine.   

Each of our editors handles two or three editions each 
year. It is not difficult to learn how to do it - we give full 
training and provide the software. If you can produce a 
Word document - you can do this, and make a worth-

while contribution to our community. 
 

If you would like to know more, please call Phil Buchi 
for a chat. 01296 661339 

Strawberry Tea       by Olga Martin 

 

A very big thank you to all of those who supported the Straw-

berry tea organised by the church of St Cross, Wilstone in aid 

of TRPS (TrichoRhinoPhalangeal Syndrome) 

 

With an attendance of over 100 and together with a number 

of donations a magnificent sum in excess of £500 was raised 

for this worthy cause. 
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St Mary’s Puttenham 

St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services. 
 

3 July 
4.00pm St Cross Messy Church 
 

4 July (Monday) 
2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 
 

10 July 
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer 
 

17 July 

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 
 

18 July  (Monday) 

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 
 

24 July 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion and 

Sunday Club 

3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer 
 

31 July 
10.00am All Saints All Age Worship  

Team Service 
 

1 August (Monday) 

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 
 

7 August 

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 

4.00pm St Cross Messy Church 

6.00pm St Cross Evening Prayer 
 

14 August 

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer 
 

15 August (Monday) 

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 
 

21 August 

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 
 

28 August 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

3.30pm St Mary’s Evening Prayer 

 

Village News 
Editor this month: Colin Moore  

 

Advertising Manager 

Graham Thorpe: 01442 822923 

Email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 
 

Editorial Team  

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew,  

John McCall, Colin Moore, Emily Woodbridge. 
 

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.   

Phone:    Phil Buchi: 01296 661339 
 

Distribution Manager & Secretary 

Carole Harrison 01296 668526 

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

John Harrison 01296 668526 
 

 

Church services 

Deadline for items for our next issue  

(September) is Thursday 18th August. 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,  

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.   

Let us know if we are not! 

Printed by Express Printing  
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855. 

Read Village News on line at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

THIS my second editing session nearly completed except 

for these few lines and of course correcting all the errors 

our proof reader will find. We are currently looking for a 

new editor to join the team. Typically we each edit two 

editions a year. If you are prepared to devote time twice a 

year then why not give a ring and find out what it is all 

about. There is little advert on page 2  which gives a few 

more details. 

 

I think this has been a very strange year for weather. It 

seems only a few weeks ago that we were in the middle of 

unusually dry spell. In spite of the dry spell  I have had 

very good crops and a bumper crop of weeds. I think it was 

down to  that wet start to the year and there was sufficient 

moisture in the soil to get things going. This year the dry 

spell came just that little bit later and we have not had the 

long clear hot days to dry everything out.  

 

We are in the middle of the fete season again and you will 

find plenty to do in our ‘What’s on’ section. 
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 What’s on... 
Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)  

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wednesday 20 July Puttenham Cecilia Hall. 

Wednesday 17 August Wilstone village hall. 

Saturday 2 July 
‘Royal’ Banquet, Puttenham. 12.30. 

Saturday 16 July 
Fun Day. St Cross Church, Wilstone. 2pm to 4pm. 

Tuesday 26 July 

All Saints Social Afternoon. 2pm to 3pm. 

Sunday 7 August  

Hertfordshire v Cumberland at LMCC (3 day match) 

Tuesday 23 August 

All Saints Social Afternoon. 2pm to 3pm. 

Saturday 27 August 
Jumble sale Cecilia Hall, Puttenham 2pm.(Friends of St Mary’s). 

Monday 29 August 
Long Marston 6-a-side day. Phone Toby, 01296 660754. 
Saturday 3 September 
Lace and craft day, Bishop Wood School, Tring. 10am-4pm. 

Saturday 10 September 
Sponsored Bike ‘n Hike. (Historic Churches Trust.) 
Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 September 
Tring Chamber Music Concerts, All Saints, Long Marston.  
Tuesday 27 September 

All Saints Social Afternoon 2pm to 3pm. 

Saturday 1 October 
October supper and auction, Cecilia Hall.  

 Tuesday 25 October 

All Saints social afternoon. 2pm - 3pm. 

 Tuesday 22 November 

All Saints social afternoon. 2pm - 3pm. 

 
 

Your local event details can be included here for free. Just 

email details to the editor. See page 3. 

Times for mobile library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly:  July 14, 28. August 11, 25. 
 

Tringford (Piggeries Pine)  11.10 to 11.30 

Wilstone  (The Half Moon)  11.35 to 12.35 

Astrope  (Astrope Lane)  13.15 to 13.35 

Puttenham (Church Lane )  13.40 to 14.40 

Long Marston (Queen’s Head)               14.50 to 16.20 

Wilstone village shop opening hours are: 
Monday to Saturday: 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon. 

Keep up with Long Marston Cricket Club progress and 

events by visiting   www.lmcc.org.uk  

Editor wanted  
to join the Village News team 

 

If you would like to know more, please call Phil Buchi for a 
chat. 01296 661339 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Royal Britain at Long Marston 
 

TO all my loyal readers, this is the big one! The Long Mar-
ston Village Show is upon us! The theme of this year’s show 
is Royal Britain .There are a large variety of differing classes 
that anyone can enter in the Village Hall. A lot of them are 
horticultural-based as you would expect, like five onions, six 
radishes or maybe the obligatory odd-shaped vegetable!  For 
budding florists, why not enter the single rose or a pot plant 
I’m sure each household has a keen amateur chef and the 
show gives you the opportunity to show off your skills. How 
about cooking 3 sausages, a 7inch  pizza or even simpler, 2 
rounds of sandwiches! There are classes for jams, cakes, and 
home-made wine. Finally, we move onto the arts and crafts 
section, full of classes catering for all styles and ability.  
 

We have all the usual stands, like the book stall, coconut shy 
and skittles. As always the tent will house the bar and after-
noon teas, with the barbeque and the Pimms stall just outside. 
We will have a live band during the afternoon. However the 
highlight could well be the kids races for which I have been 
sworn to secrecy, but we will be adding a surprise element, so 
why not come down and have a go! 
 

On a much more serious note, I unfortunately have to raise 
the subject of volunteering. These events cannot take place 
without the generous help of those people who give up their 
time to run stalls and help with stewarding,  to make your day 
as enjoyable as possible.  Could you please give up 1 HOUR 
of your time to help us on the day. Or join the 2 or 3  who 
clear up the field after the day. They could really do with 
your help  So why not volunteer to help for a bit - PLEASE.  
Whether you are participating, watching or helping we hope 
to see you for this timeless village event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY 

16TH JULY  
 

WILSTONE CHURCH GARDEN 

2PM – 4PM 
BRING YOUR DOG AND ENTER 

THE FREE DOG RAFFLE 
 

SIDESHOWS, RAFFLE, 
 CAKE STALL, BRIC A BRAC 

AND MORE ! 

 

Found at the Wilstone Fete  
A child's purse containing cash. 

 Enquiries to Colin Reedman, Tel: 01442-822031. 

“Rose Cottage” Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL 

Discounts for early booking 
 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are  

enjoying theirs. 

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise  

paddocks. Personal attention at all times.  

Inspection welcome. 

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on 

(01296) 681306 
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 Letters… 

US memorial thanks 
(This letter was originally sent to The Gazette and is published here with acknowledgement.) 
 

ON behalf of the 36th USAAF, my fellow squadron members, my 

wife, my son and myself, I should like to thank you and your staff 

for the coverage given us before and on the occasion of the Long 

Marston Memorial event, May 7, honoring the sacrifice given by 

three fellow crewmen of "The Beast of Bourbon" in the crash of 

their B-24 bomber at Cheddington air force base, February 

19, 1945.  It was most generous of you and heart-warming to us to 

know that after 65 years the press and indeed the citizens of the 

area had not forgotten us.  We were overwhelmed by emotion.  

 

There is no way in which we Americans who were present at the 

Memorial event can adequately express our gratitude and humble-

ness for the reception and welcome, kindness and appreciation we 

received from those present that Saturday morning, whether those 

involved in the presentation or those attending.  It was done with 

dignity and honor typical of the way "Brits" do things. Success of 

the event can especially be attributed to the indefatigable efforts 

of local residents Chas Jellis, Heda Kootz and Tring Rural Parish 

Council Chair, Mike Tomlinson. Because it is impossible to per-

sonally convey our feelings to the scores of residents of Long 

Marston and the area whom we met, may we presume on your 

paper's generosity to publicly thank them from us.  We'd be de-

lighted to hear from any who might wish to correspond to con-

tinue our friendship. 
  

Lt. John "Des" Howarth, Navigator, "Beast of Bourbon".  
Email: johndhowarth@centurytel.net 

John “Des” Howarth pictured at Long Marston in May.  

US memorial: video wanted 
 

A huge thank you to everyone from Long Marston and the surrounding villages for their messages of support and donations in 

connection with the memorial to the three American airmen, dedicated on 7th May. The response has been overwhelming, be-

fore, during and after the event. It was great to see so many people attend on the day, and this was also very much appreciated 

by our visitors. 
 

Does anyone have any video footage of the parade and ceremony on 7th May? I would like to send a video record of the day to 

the Veterans who visited us from the USA. If you can help with this, please give me a call on 01296 668276.  

Thank you. Chas Jellis.  

 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

SUPERIOR STANDARD  

 
ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED  

LOCALLY FOR OVER 18 YEARS 
 

MARTIN J KEABLE 

 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinj.keable@virgin.net 

 

Home from home dog sitting  
Give  your dog a lovely holiday in 

10 acres of beautiful countryside 

for a day or longer. They will be 

walked regularly and cared for 

like one of the family! 

A pre-visit is a must as I have 2 

friendly dogs who need to give 

their approval, sorry  we are unable to take small dogs. 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit please call 

Ruth on 01296 660445 
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The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 

A variety of eye treatments 
Calgel Nail System 

 

 *Scented candles     *Bath oils and handmade soaps  
*Silver and dress jewellery    *Cards and gift wrapping 

 

Vouchers and “Gift hampers” available 
 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

 

 

 

 

Open 7 days 
Lower Icknield Way, Wilstone Green, Tring, HP23 4NT 

Tel: 01442 828478 
www.pemeadandsons.co.uk 

•Home produced cold pressed extra virgin rapeseed oil  

• our own beef and lamb• local sausages and cured  

bacon • local pickles • preserves • quality fresh fruit  
and vegetables • pet food • Heygates animal feeds. 

Tea Room and Gift Shop where you can enjoy tea, 
coffee, cakes, sandwiches or a light lunch.  

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Spring special ! 
 

J. Arthur Bower’s  
multipurpose composts 

 

3 for only £11 

JON and Beckie Reeves the licensees, of The Queens Head in 
Long Marston believe that the pub is the focal point of any 
thriving village, and they also believe a good village deserves 
a great pub. So on Monday 6 June they closed the doors and 
let the builders and decorators in. After ten days some very 
thirsty locals and several visits from the curtain makers, pic-
ture hangers and the furniture men they reopened the pub at 
7pm on Thursday 16th June. 
 

The new look certainly gives the 500 year old building a real 
warm and homely feel, not only have they made improve-
ments to the bar area but the toilets have also been given a 
well deserved makeover. 
 

With the new look comes many more changes with the ap-
pointment of a new chef Mark, food is now available from 12 
noon to 9pm Monday to Saturday and 12 Noon to 6pm on 
Sundays, with the focus being on freshly prepared food that is 
both local and seasonal.  
 

This is not the only change, The Queens Head will now be 
opening from 10am on weekday mornings for coffee and 
homemade cakes ideal for anyone who wants to meet up with 
friends, or maybe just wants to bring their laptop along and 
plug into the free wifi. 
 

And the changes don’t stop there as Jon & Beckie have also 
introduced a fish & chips take away service, you can either 
pop in and order or just phone up and your order will be 
ready for you on your arrival. 
 

If you haven’t popped your head around the door yet to take a 
look make sure you do soon  A warm welcome certainly 
awaits you. 
 

Competition  
 

Win a two course meal for two at The Queens Head , Long 
Marston by answering the following question. 
 

What is the name of the Queens Head Chef? 
 

all answers by email to qhlm@live.co.uk or post to 
Queens Head 38 Tring Road Long Marston HP23 4QL by 
31st July 2011. 
 
The winner will be drawn from a hat of all correct entries. 

How important is the village pub?  
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BOOKKEEPING & ADMINISTRATION 
 

Local experienced bookkeeper offering a specialist book-
keeping service, using Quickbooks™ Accounting that will 
keep all your accounts in order.  Also offering a Business 
Sitting Service.  With a little planning and today’s technol-
ogy, you can walk away from your business.  A long week-
end or an extended holiday, I can take care of the day to day 
running of your business while you are away. All work is 
individually and competitively priced. 
 

Contact Helen Vaughan (01442) 826643  
Mob 07966 149254 

helen.vaughan@highlifeservices.co.uk 
www.highlifeservices.co.uk 

SAFARI  

SOUTH AFRICA 
SELF CATERING ACCOMMODATION 

 

3 bed roomed house, sleeps up to 6 

people. House borders the Kruger  

National Park. Excellent for Bird 

Watching and Game Viewing. 

 

Only £350 per week. 

Game viewing trips available. 

 

Contact Carolyn 07707922750 / fshr_crlyn@yahoo.co.uk 

Locksmith 

www.bhpropertyservices.co.uk 

380287 

A place in the GB Triathlon 

team for local girl.  
 

by Mags Severs.     
 

EMMA-LEA Davis (21), 

a young Long Marston 

resident will be wearing 

the GB logo in Beijing in 

September at the World 

age group sprint triathlon 

championships. The com-

petition will take place on 

the same course used for 

the Olympic Games in 

2008. The former Tring 

school student who com-

peted in her first triathlon 

aged 18 using her mum’s 

bike has come far.  
 

Emma is one of those crazy souls who enjoy extreme physi-

cal pastimes. Last winter she ran from Wisbech, Cambridge-

shire to Long Marston about 100 miles in 2 snowy days. Dur-

ing the summer she will be part of a team of 6 Barclay‘s bank 

employees, running, swimming and cycling from London to 

Paris.  
 

We wish you the very best of luck in all the crazy things you 

do.  

Wilstone Dog Show Results 
 

Class 1 Junior Handler 
1st  Timmy with Jazz 
2nd Thomas Burgess with Alfie 
3rd  Annie with Bentley 
4th   Elen Roberts with Truly 
5th  Sera Roberts with Roxy 
 

Class 2 The Dog The Judge 
would most like to take Home 
1st  Donna Jones with Alfie 
2nd Daisy Fermont with Phoebe 
3rd Jess with Elsa 
4th  Rosemary Shakespeare with Portia 
5th  Helen Finn with Jack 
 

Class 3 Best Trick 
1st  John with Rijin 
2nd Jane Le Blond with Chester 
3rd  Laurence with Star 
4th  Eleanor with Millie 
5th  Timmy with Jazz 
 

Class 4 Best 6 Legs 
1st  Simon Hocking with Theo 
2nd Donna Jones with Alfie 
3rd  Dave Rance with Millie 
4th  Alice with Ebony 
5th  Morgan with Noodles 
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site  

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 

 

Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

 can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Just call 07875 534780 for more details. 

Top of the table after 7games                
by Paul Dumpleton 
 

SEVEN matches into the League season and Long Marston 

Cricket Club’s 1st XI sit proudly on top of the Cherwell 

League Division 2 table. The blend of youth and experience, 

ably captained by Peter Toovey are enjoying a tremendous 

season. Most pleasing of all are the performances of the 

younger players introduced to first team cricket this year. 

Progress indeed for the club but many matches left. 
 

Lee Beesley’s second XI are in fifth place in Division 6 of the 

League and the Development side, marshalled and coaxed by 

the evergreen Geoff Graveson are giving a good account of 

themselves. 
 

Saturday 18th June saw all three sides win in rain affected low 

scoring matches. 
 

Major cricket at Marlins during the last week in June with 

Herts over 60’s taking on Leicestershire over 60’s in the na-

tional league on Tuesday 28th followed by consecutive games 

on 29th and 30th with MCC Unicorns ‘A’ taking on first Not-

tinghamshire 2nd XI and then Worcestershire 2nd XI in the 

ECB Trophy. 
 

Our Annual fixture in the national Minor Counties Champi-

onship takes place on 7th, 8th and 9th August when Hertford-

shire entertain Cumberland  

No 60 Easy 

Sudoku Corner     by Colin Moore 

This one should be straight forward with many squares 
solved simply by inspection . Good luck.  
Answers on page 18 
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St.  Cross Church, Wilstone           

July to November ‘Specials’            
Please come and join us for:- 
 

FRIENDS of ST. CROSS SERVICE Tuesday 12th July at 

10am—a service of thanksgiving to celebrate friendship.  

Inviting friends from other local churches, as well as all the 

‘Friends’ of St. Cross, to join together in fellowship and 

praise. Bring yourself, bring a friend, and join us afterwards 

for coffee and refreshments. 
 

FUN DAY Saturday 16th July at 2pm in the church garden. 

Fun and games for all ages, book stall, bric-a-brac, lots of tea 

and cakes, and Wilstones’ unique dogs-only raffle. Warm 

sunshine and a warm welcome guaranteed.( F.of St. C. fund-

raiser) 
 

HARVEST FESTIVAL Sunday Sept. 4th at 11am. An outdoor 

service starting from Wilstone Green, and progressing to the 

village shop, celebrating the harvest from the local farms and 

the harvest of human endeavour - wheat to bread, cattle to 

meat, rape seed to oil. A traditional Harvest service, led by a 

Harvest loaf (and the vicar)! 

 

BIKE AND HIKE Saturday Sept.10th. The church will be 

open all day (10am to 6pm), and everyone is welcome to call 

in for refreshments. Spend some time in Wilstone - pop in to 

the church for coffee, have a walk around the village, along 

the canal, across the fields. It is all very lovely and all within 

ten minutes of Tring! 
 

HOLY CROSS DAY Tuesday 13th Sept. at 10am. Everyone 

is welcome to this special service to celebrate the patronal 

festival of St. Cross, followed by a celebratory Coffee morn-

ing. 
 

ROSEMARY FOR REMEMBRANCE Tuesday 1st Novem-

ber at 10am. An uplifting service for All Souls Day, to com-

memorate those who have passed away, where sprigs of 

Rosemary, Shakespeare’s flower of remembrance, will be 

available in church to place on the altar or take home after the 

service. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to St. Cross. 

 

AWJW SERVICES 
All Garden Work Carried Out 

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses 

Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing  

All Types of Fencing and  

Gates Supplied and Erected 

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping  

& Harrowing  

Grass cutting - domestic, public,  

commercial areas 
 

Alan Winfield  
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,  

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP. 

 

Tel: 01296 668977   

Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333 

 

 
Fully Insured.  

Established Over 20 Years. 

New inquiries welcome. 

WI News By Lynn Foster                
EACH year as part of the programme of 

activities the Long Marston & Puttenham 

WI visit a horticultural site. This year for 

a change we decided to visit the newly 

opened and much hyped Butterfly World 

near St Albans. 
 

This £27 million project was conceived by Clive Farell, a 

butterfly fanatic and lepidopterist whose dream was to create 

a tribute to the butterfly and a dedicated centre of learning for 

the preservation of this fragile and beautiful species. Their 

patrons (who include Sir David Attenborough, Professor Dr 

David Bellamy and Alan Titchmarsh,) launched the attraction 

in March 2008 and once fully completed it will be the biggest 

butterfly experience in the world.  
 

The overall visitor experience was fantastic; we saw an amaz-

ing number of butterflies in the tropical hothouse.  Native 

butterflies are attracted to the main grounds by the planting of 

wildflower meadows.  

The garden centre spe-

cialises in plants which 

will encourage butterflies 

to visit your garden and 

the cafe serves a wonder-

ful cream tea of which we 

all partook!  

 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage) 

‘MAN WITH A VAN’ 
 

• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT 

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE 

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS 

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME 

• ESTABLISHED 2000 

FAST,  RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK 
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE 

Tel:  01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745 
Email: boult586@btinternet.com 
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Annual egg hunt - St Cross                                                       by Jo Woodbridge 

 

THE day dawned bright and sunny on Easter Monday in the garden of 

Wilstone Church.  595 brightly coloured paper eggs were hidden and 

subsequently hunted by the children whilst the adults enjoyed coffee and 

Hot Cross buns in the church.  Each child was rewarded with a small 

chocolate egg.  The winners of the hunt were Charlotte Shufflebotham, 

James Ford and Sam Rabagliati who collected a whopping 138 eggs be-

tween them!  Make it a diary date for next year!  Thank you to everyone 

who helped on the morning hiding, counting and buttering. 

Jo Woodbridge with the winners  Sam Raba-

gliati, James Ford and Charlotte Shufflebotham. 

 

Do you want a local reliable  
 

PLUMBER 
 

that you can trust? 
 

Installation of bathrooms 

kitchens, washing machines 

taps, radiators, towels rails etc. 

 

Call John Byrom  

in Pitstone 

07860 340 130 

 
www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 



 

  Village News 

Page 13   July/Augus t  2011  

BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals. 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

WILSTONE STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 

www.wilstonesticks.com     
 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com 

 

ROOFING 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

LEARN TO DRIVE WITH ROUND THE BEND 

DRIVING SCHOOL 

Are you interested in learning to drive?   

As a fully qualified ADI I will help you to pass your  

driving test and to drive safely for life. 

Special offer - £15 per hour for the first 3 hours  

then just £23 per hour! 
Also able to offer lessons in motorway tuition,  

night driving, Passplus and Advanced Driving. 
 

Patience and sense of humour guaranteed!! 

If you are interested please visit my website 

www.roundthebend-driving school.co.uk  

or call Brian on 01442 381549 or 07988 742385  

 

Seaton’s Catering 
E s t a b lis h e d  1 9 9 0  

 

W e  c a t e r  f o r  a ll o c c a s io n s  

w o r k i n g  l u n c h e s  -  b u f f e t s  -  p a r t i e s — w e d d in g s   

a n d  o t h e r  f a m ily  e v e n t s .  
 

P le a s e  c a ll  t o  o r d e r  d is c u s s  y o u r  m e n u  
 

t e l 0 1 2 9 6  6 3 0 2 7 9 /72 0 45 9  

s e a t o n s c a t e r in g .c o .u k  

e m a il: s e a t o n s c a t e r in g @ h o t m a il.c o .u k  

“A  fiv e  s t a r  h y g i e n e  r a t in g  ”  
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Need an evening out?  Come to 

the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers. 

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu 

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

 Parish Council news                      by Phil Buchi 

   It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3… 
 

 1  Select and pick your fruit and veg fresh 
     from the field; 
 2  Weigh and pay for it at the PYO kiosk; 
 3  Take it home and enjoy eating the fruits of 
      your labour! 

 

       Grove Farm PYO, Great Gap,  
Ivinghoe, LU7 9DZ 

 
For info go to:   

grovefarmpyo.co.uk  
or ring  01296 668175. 

Open everyday from approx.  
mid-June to October. 

Affordable housing 
 

The Diocese of St Albans has indicated to the Parish Council 

that it is willing to talk about the possibility of an affordable 

housing development for local people on the Glebe Field at 

Long Marston. The Parish Council has been prospecting for 

new sites since the ill fated project at Wilstone was ended by 

the developer in 2009. The Diocese Glebe Committee has 

offered a discussion on a “without prejudice” basis so the 

Council will take them up on this, and will enlist the help of 

the Dacorum housing manager too. 
 

Allotment progress 
 

Cllr. Mike Tomlinson reported that Tring Charities - who 

own the allotment field in Wilstone - are supporting the return 

of some of the land to allotments, provided they don’t lose 

revenue. There are numerous other provisos to discuss, not 

least of which is the allotment holders’ well known need for a 

shed. Cllr. Tomlinson attended an inaugural meeting to set up 

an allotment association in Wilstone, which he said was at-

tended by twenty enthusiastic and committed would-be allot-

ment holders, who should be encouraged. The association has 

now been formed and Steve Iley was elected chairman. The 

new group will now take over discussions on the detail with 

Tring Charities. 

Arla milk marketing 
 

The consultation period on plans for a 70-acre development at 

Aston Clinton closed on 16th June. Multinational dairy pro-

ducer Arla Foods are proposing to build a £150M milk proc-

essing plant by the recycling centre. The plans - hundreds of 

documents - are available on the Aylesbury Vale District 

Council website (see right), and have been well publicised in 

the local press. All the numbers involved are big. 700 jobs, 

and 900 commercial vehicle movements spread over a 24-

hour operating day. Dacorum Borough Council has objected 

to the plans on the grounds of traffic impact, visual impact 

and the effect on a rural area. Tring Rural Parish Council has 

also registered their objections. 
 

Devolved verges 
 

The Parish Council are to seek to take over the cutting of 

grass verges in the parish from the County Council. For many 

years the Parish Council has paid their own contractor to pro-

vide three additional cuts each year, as they considered that 

the service provided by the County was quite inadequate. Co-

ordinating the timing has always proved a problem, as the 

County give no notice of when their work is to be carried out. 

So now the Parish Council thinks they can do a better job and 
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Your Parish Councillors are: 

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311 

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257 

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977 

Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352 

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190 

Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282 

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716 

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662 207 

 

The Clerk to the Council is: 

Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138 

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

 

The Village Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031 

 

Parish Council Website: 

 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk 

You can view and comment on planning applications at 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

get better value for villagers. They are to ask the County to 

hand over our share of the verge cutting budget. Before it is 

cut. 
 

BMX track has to go 
 

After much debate, Parish Councillors have decided that the 

BMX track at Long Marston recreation ground has to go. The 

track ‘failed’ its recent safety inspection, and would need 

money spending on it to seal off the open pipes that support 

it. Usage by BMX bikers seems to have tailed off to zero, 

they said, and they were reluctant to commit scarce funds to 

something that was no longer being used.  Instead the area 

might be more usefully turned into a ‘free play area’, and this 

will be considered. The concrete pipes will be removed 

shortly. 
 

Switching the lights off 
It seems that everyone now wants to switch off the street-

lights to save cash and carbon emissions. We reported last 

month that the Parish Council (who pays for street lighting in 

the villages) had asked Hertfordshire Highways if the lights 

could be turned off at midnight to save money. Now it ap-

pears that the whole of Herts is to be switched off in the small 

hours. But ironically, these villages will be last - not until 

spring 2012 - as the towns are being done first. Well, they do 

have more lights. “But it was our idea!” a Councillor was 

heard to complain. The Parish Council will be consulted, and 

will have the final say. 
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LAST month I wrote about how a small group of us locally 
raised funds to restore the Old Church Tower in Chapel Lane 
Long Marston. One of the fund raising activities was Tea at 
the Tower. This proved to be one of the most successful and 
popular events of the summer and it continued to be held an-
nually long after funds were raised sufficient to secure the 
safety of the Tower. 
 

The event took place in the gardens of Old Church Cottage 
and Old Church Farm. It extended along the road between the 
two houses and also the churchyard within which the tower 
stood. Games and activities for children were set up at Old 
Church Farm. A helpful potter gave hands on demonstrations 
making all sorts of vases and pots. Children were encouraged 
to try their hand at it and were able to take away their per-
sonal creations. Other craft attractions included spinning and 
basket making. Alongside the road, beekeepers put up a large 
bee tent and gave demonstrations on how the hive functioned 
all dressed up in their white protection gear looking like space 
men. Naturally there was honey for tea. 
 

Butterfly Conservation always  attended promoting their ac-
tivities with lots of information on how to attract butterflies to 
gardens and highlighting our local butterfly reserve at Mill-
hoppers. 
 

An important feature of our local landscape is the Black Pop-
lar Tree. We have in this area one of the largest concentra-
tions of this rare tree and they are under threat. A lot of infor-
mation was available on work carried out to safeguard these 
trees and copies of the local Black Poplar Walk were distrib-
uted. 
 

Perhaps the most eye catching stall was the fruit and vegeta-
ble display and sale. We were very fortunate to get a substan-
tial discount from a local Pick Your Own farm as they were 
very sympathetic towards what we were trying to achieve. 
Tea at the Tower was held on a Saturday and on the day be-
fore a team of pickers set off early to dig potatoes, carrots and 
pick peas, broad beans, onions and many other vegetables. 
On the Saturday, the day of the event, another picking party 
set off to gather many types of soft fruit. This party had to set 
off even earlier in order to get the fruit as fresh as possible. 
On return all the fruit and vegetables had to weighed, packed 
and priced. The prices were adjusted to local supermarket 
prices in order to make a reasonable profit. Under the gazebos 
the stall looked like a mini Covent Garden and it was always 
a sell out. 
 

The most important feature of course was Tea; in fact tea, 
scones and cakes with fruit drinks for the children. All this 
was provided by local residents and many hours were spent 
making scones to be stored in home freezers up and down 
Chapel Lane. Tables were set up in the churchyard and gar-
den of Old Church Cottage and of course we always had good 
weather. 
 

This all took a lot of organising and hard work but it was a lot 
of fun. It produced a great sense of camaraderie and what is 
more it was highly popular and raised a lot of money. So 
popular did the event become that it continued for a number 
of years following completion of the Tower restoration. As 
the money was no longer required to fund the restoration we 
had to find other projects that could benefit from this lar-
gesse. It was decided to split the money three ways. A third 
was donated to Long Marston Church, another supported the 

Village News, then in its early days and the final third was 
retained to manage the trees in the churchyard and to carry 
out any further maintenance on the Tower. 
 
All such events require an enthusiastic and active team. Un-
fortunately many of the organising team were clocking up 
years and running out of energy. Furthermore there were no 
takers to replace us so the event fell off the village calendar. 
This is very sad as it was a well attended event, a highlight of 
the summer and it raised money for good causes. 
 
Could it be resurrected? Are there any takers? It’s hard work 
but a lot of fun. 

Tea at the Tower That Was                                        by John Noakes 
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  Recipe of the month                         by Anna Ashwell 

 

 
Marmalade 

Cake 

Try this delicious and simple recipe - everyone will want as slice! 

 

Ingredients: 

100g soft margarine  

100g caster sugar 

2 size-1 eggs 

175g self raising flour 

240g dried fruit (e.g. sultanas, raisins, currants, cherries) 

1 rounded tablespoon chunky marmalade 

 

Method: 

 
Pre-heat the oven to 1600C. Lightly grease and line a 900g loaf tin. 

 

Add all the ingredients into a bowl and mix thoroughly. Turn the mixture into the prepared tin 

and level the top. 

 

Bake for about 1½ hours. Cool on a wire rack. 

 

Once cool, the cake can be finished by spooning a small amount of warm marmalade over the 

top, or by sprinkling it with caster sugar  

News from All Saints 
 by Carole Harrison 
 

A big thank you to everyone who made cakes and helped us 

with the refreshments at the Marsworth Steam Rally. As always 

we had a good day with plenty of comments on the delicious 

cakes. 

 

Our next fund raising event will be our cake stall at the Horti-

cultural Show; again donations will be welcome. 

 

Saturday 10th September – sponsored Bike ‘n’ Hike. Can you 

cycle or walk for us? Carole has sponsor forms. 

 

Services Sunday Club led by Jeannie takes place on 24th July. 

Do join us; there will be a break in August. 

 

Dads ‘n Lads ‘n Daughters 2 – there will be another camping 

weekend on Saturday 30th July – interested? Please contact 

Huw Bellis. 

 

Sunday 31st July. We shall be serving Breakfast at 8.30am in 

Church. Everyone welcome to join us. All Age Worship service 

will follow at 10am after which we would like everyone to stay 

for coffee and biscuits. 

 

Children’s Area We now have a designated area for children at 

the back of the Church. With toys and books and a carpet to sit 

on it’s proving to be very popular with Jack, Olivia and Jessica 

and we would love to see other little ones enjoying it. Children 

are welcome at all our services. 
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 The agricultural story line…                                 by David Mead 

That unfriendly roulette 
wheel 
 

TERESA announced the other day that there were two par-

ticular pleasures in her life. The first, swimming with Beaver 

Club at Tring School - cost 50p.  The second was swatting 

flies, cost of swatter: £1.The other Sunday there were hun-

dreds of people clearly showing their desire to spend much 

more at the Wilstone fete, Vegas style.  I must admit my pref-

erence, and it is not fly swatting.  That roulette wheel and 

those showgirls, and Elvis lives forever. Congratulations to 

all the organisers who kept the dream alive with profits going 

to good causes, the village hall etc. 

 

The sheep shearers arrived at 4pm on June 1st. Two New 

Zealanders and one Australian, with a lady to roll the fleeces.  

Two hours later they were packing up to head up the M1 to 

their next appointment, probably a pub, well deserved.  Tim, 

our resident New Zealander, reorganised our penning with a 

race and I must admit it worked well.  The older ewes have 

good memories and are not helpful, but even they were taken 

in. We must get dog to walk on the backs and we will have 

more time for all those pleasures.  

 

I have found out how to make it rain. You rescue an old gar-

den seat from a bramble bush, restore it to its former glory - 

and down comes the rain. Or was it the sight of the mowing 

machine cutting grass for silage making.  Anyway, the grass 

is greener and the wheat - which is in ear - should benefit. A 

new silo is being constructed to hold the oil seed rape crop. 

The footing had to be three feet deep and reinforced.  What 

was noticeable was that there was no water in the bottom of 

the hole; just dry gravel.  The next worry: will it be ready for 

the harvest?  The sales persons behind their stalls will have to 

use all their charm and powers of persuasion to keep the sales 

going. Ah well, you have to speculate to keep Health and 

Safety happy. One thing is certain: sheep love dry weather, 

short grass and clean water.  I think this year’s lambs are the 

best ever.  On the other side, people that move to the country 

see the lambs and state they are never going to eat lamb 

again. One answer: plant some mint; some for the Pimms and 

some for the sauce. What did you say? I can only try.  

 

Seven of New Zealand Tim’s friends arrived last weekend 

and were met by a recently acquired minibus complete with 

ramp.  I believe the plan was to spend a fortnight discovering 

Great Britain and then venturing over the Channel going as 

far as funds will allow.  In reality, I doubt if they will get out 

of London, there is so much to see!! Anyway, Tim and I had 

a good day at Lords. The sun shone. Uninterrupted cricket. 

We even had time to go in to the museum.  A pint in the 

Shoulder of Mutton before a taxi home.  I didn’t really have a 

wet weather plan.  I remember going out once with Donald 

Keen and ending up in Winston Churchill’s War Rooms.  On 

another occasion son-in-law Michael thought we could have a 

meal in The Ivy.  A rather snooty but quite polite lady di-

rected us elsewhere.  The last train from Marylebone got us 

safely home but no final pint.  

Whoops, back to earth. I’ve looked out of the window and the 

grass on the lawn has grown a foot, the roulette wheel was 

very unfriendly. Where did Teresa put that fly swatter?  

Sudoku 

Solution 

No 60 
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We are a local company offering 

 landscaping services to villages in and 

around Long Marston. 
 

Garden Design 

Construction  

Maintenance. 
 

Tel 01525 222227 

 Mob 07773723236 
 

Call now for a free 

 no obligation quotation 
 

 www.charleshillgardenservices.co.uk  

Charles@charleshillgardenservices.co.uk 

WE are having a wonderful action packed 

term. You may have seen our article in 

the Gazette for the Science Fair run at 

school earlier this term. Organised and 

run by Science Club members and Helen 

Russell, the key stage 2 leader, the whole 

school were involved in providing science 

work, investigations and experiments for 

everyone to try. As the children moved 

around the exhibits they collected stickers to show they had 

taken part and were entered into a prize draw. The whole 

event was well supported by parents and governors and all in 

all was a great success! 
 

Class 5, our oldest children, are currently doing an enterprise 

topic. Recently they had to present their ideas and business 

plans to a team of ‘Dragons’ (just like Dragons Den!), for 

investment. It was a wonderful experience and the presenta-

tions were fantastic. 
 

This week we had an Ancient Greek day to support our class 

3 children in their current topic. All the children came dressed 

as an ancient Greek citizen and took part in a range of activi-

ties throughout the day.   
 

We are now preparing for sports day on June 29th. We are 

keeping our fingers crossed for good weather as the Larks, 

Martins and Swifts compete in true Long Marston fashion for 

the sports day trophy. Mr. Dickenson, our previous head 

teacher, will be presenting the awards this year with Revd. 

Jane Banister.  
 

And finally we are hosting the annual Inter-village sports day 

on July 15th from 5.00p.m to 8.00p.m. We are competing 

against Aldbury, Wiggington, Gaddesden Row, Little Gad-

desden and Great Gaddesden. There will be a BBQ and re-

freshments so please come along and support the school. 

Summer Term                                                              by Clare South 

 

Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial  
& Industrial 

 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 
No job too small 

 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 
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CHILTERN CHIMNEYS 
Local Professional Clean Efficient  

CHIMNEY SWEEP & STOVE INSTALLATION / SERVICE 
Certificates Issued for House Insurance 

Chimney Pots and Cowls Fitted – Firebacks Replaced 

Member of the Institute of Chimney Sweeps 

  

 WOODBURNERS 

FITTED AND SERVICED 

 

Call Steve Jackson on 

Tring (01442) 890041 

07947 757309 
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I have finally begun to accept that my ineptness at growing 

vegetables is almost certainly going to be replaced by an 

equally inept attempt to foster chickens. The final straw came 

as I was dismantling the shed to make way for the proposed 

chicken run. I had just knocked out the first support beam and 

was balancing the roof precariously on my head when I heard 

a strange munching sound behind me. I craned my neck 

round to see one of the 

sheep in the field at the 

end of our garden with 

its head through the 

fence, eagerly nibbling 

away at the tops of my 

tomato plants. 

 

I shouted at it to try to 

scare it away, but my 

efforts made the shed 

lurch a bit too much for 

comfort. The sheep 

paused briefly, looked 

down its long nose at me 

and with a contemptuous 

bleat continued to 

munch its way through 

the rest of my plants. By 

the time I eventually 

managed to lower the 

shed to the ground, the 

cheeky sheep had moved to the far side of the field to digest 

its ill-gotten gains. 

 

Although the shed was fairly rotten and riddled with wood-

worm it was surprisingly robust and difficult to dismantle. 

After a lot of sweat, scratches and splinters, I have now sawn 

up all the beams for firewood and chopped the panels into 

kindling – and not a moment too soon. With the return of 

proper British summer weather we’ve already had several 

fires to take the chill off us in the evening. But unfortunately, 

because the wood is so dry and rotten, it burns much too 

quickly and if the cold snap doesn’t end soon we’ll have run 

out of our free shed-fuel well before the autumn. 

So, with the shed out of the way I set about digging over the 

soil underneath. I’m not quite sure what had gone on there 

before but the amount of broken glass that I found could have 

kept the Murano glass-blowers going for months. But it was-

n’t just glass that filled the ground: there was also an inordi-

nate amount of broken pottery and an odd collection of bones. 

One of the bones had three teeth; when I showed it to Flor-

ence she said seri-

ously, “Let’s ask 

Mummy if it’s a man 

or a woman who’s 

lost their teeth be-

cause she’s a dentist 

and she will be able to 

tell us.” She then 

agreed that it would 

be a great idea to play 

a trick on Mummy by 

adding one of my 

own recently-

removed teeth to the 

jawbone. The look on 

Mummy’s face was a 

picture until our gig-

gles (and undoubtedly 

her own professional 

competence) exposed 

our hoax bone as be-

ing from a sheep – the 

sad remains of a previous tomato-rustler I shouldn’t wonder.   

 

Now all that I have left to do before the chickens arrive is to 

grass over where the shed used to be and finish building the 

run. My present plan is that the chickens will not appear until 

the new grass is well established and my tomatoes have been 

harvested. After all, the reason for sowing grass seed and 

growing tomatoes is not for the culinary delight of chickens – 

or sheep, for that matter. But I have this strange feeling that 

Mummy’s patience with my many stalling techniques is be-

ginning to wear rather thin and that come what may, those 

chickens are coming sooner than I like to think. 

Laying In Wait                                                          by Andy Ashwell 

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal  

Smokeless Fuels 
Logs 

Garden Compost 
 

Dean Jeffery- Lawnmower Service  
& Repair & Sharpening of garden tools 

 

Delivered to your door              Low prices 

Tel: 01296 661258 (Marsworth) 
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AS mentioned in the last edition of village news, there has 
been a change of administration at pre-school. The new mem-
bers of the committee are gradually finding their feet and 
would like to thank Vicky Hayes and Kathy Sartin for all 
their hard work over the last year. 
 

We are pleased to report that First Steps pre-school has been 
selected by Waitrose to be one of their charities of the month. 
So for those of you who shop at the Berkhamsted store please 
remember to collect your green tokens from the checkout and 
support our pre-school during the month of July. 
 

In June we held a successful fundraising event. Parents, staff 
and local villagers kindly donated old and unwanted clothes 
which were then collected by Bags2School, the textile recy-
cling scheme. In return we raised the sum of £122.50 which 
will be used to buy some new construction toys and mark 
making materials for the pre-school children. Thank you to 
everyone who made a donation and a big thank you to Debbie 
Dimond for arranging this fundraising event. 
 

We are always grateful for the small donations we receive 
when villagers borrow pre-school tables for personal use. 
However we would kindly ask that they are returned before 
the start of the pre-school session on Monday morning, other-
wise we are unable to set up our daily activities or prepare the 
snack table for the children.  
 

We have collected over 2000 Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouch-
ers and the pre-school staff have been enjoying looking 
through the catalogue to finalize what we will spend them all 
on. Thank you very much to everyone who has given us 
vouchers. Details of what we decide to order will be in the 

next village news. 
 

First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory 
Hall, Long Marston every Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday from 9.00am – 
12.00am during term time, with lunch clubs 
on Tuesday and Friday until 1.30pm. If you 
would like to know more about Pre-School, 
please contact either Teresa Giddings, pre-school leader, on 
07925 185311 (during pre-school hours) or our chairperson, 
Lindsay Armitage, on 01296 661017. 
 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group: 10-11.30am on 
Wednesday mornings (term time) at Victory Hall, Long Mar-
ston. £1.50 per child (50p per additional child over 1 year). 
Everyone welcome. For more information, ring Ali Driver on 
01296 662482. 

Pre-School News                                                    by Lindsay Armitage 

 

Local family business with over 25 years experience! Our main 

priority is our customer satisfaction and ensuring we provide the 

best service possible, specialising in: 

- Coving 

- Covering artex ceilings 

- Skimming ceilings & walls 

- Rendering 

- Pebble dashing 

- Dry lining 

- Basic plumbing 

For a free quote call Tracey on 01442 768998 or 07521 971688  

Email: petertraceyblake@googlemail.com 

Visit us online at: tpbplasterers.co.uk 
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 From the Vicarage            by Rev'd Jane Bannister 

St Cross Wilstone –  
The small church with a big heart 

 
10a.m. Tuesday 12th July  

 
A special service to thank all the people who  

make St Cross a place of welcome, prayer  
and tranquillity. 

I do not like change.  When the supermarket rearranges its 

shelves, I am the woman you see wandering round muttering 

because I cannot find the tinned tomatoes that I want.  When 

the newspaper changes its format and I cannot find the TV 

page again, the family know to avoid me.  And don’t get me 

started on why I don’t modernise and do my shopping online, 

or get a mobile that can tell what is on TV.  In fact, as my 

husband will tell you, my reaction to most change is to go 

backwards, so at the moment I have a real yearning for a Ba-

kelite telephone (no problems in a power cut, no need to re-

charge, and if there is no answer phone, no-one can leave me 

a message to which I have to respond!) 
 

I do know that this is not always a helpful attitude, let alone a 

reasonable one.  If the world around me changes, and I do not 

change at all, then I will be the one left out.  I also know that 

sometimes change is the best thing, and if not obviously for 

me, then certainly for those around me.  The one time I often 

think about this is when we are on holiday.  The New Year is 

never a good time for resolutions and change as there is too 

much going on, but put me in a tent in France after a day 

spent watching the kids exhaust themselves happily in a 

swimming pool, and I start re-evaluating my life and the 

things that need to change.  However the new resolutions 

barely make it through the first load of washing on our return.   
 

In a much smaller way, it is like those who serve time in 

prison – the run-up to change seems perfectly possible, but it 

is all to easy to slip back into old ways when you are back in 

familiar situations.  As with addictions, the professional an-

swer is to say that you need to remove yourself from those 

situations, disassociate yourself from the people who pull you 

back into the old ways.  But that is not always possible or 

reasonable, certainly when it comes to the comparatively 

small changes that I need to make in my life. 
 

So how do I make the changes?  One of the first things is to 

stop procrastinating and to do it now.  Why wait until after a 

summer holiday to sort out the chaos at home, to do those 

things I promised others that I would do, why not start now?  

The second thing is to do it little by little: clear out that 

drawer, write those letters, say that prayer, and remember that 

a lot can be achieved in five minutes.  The third thing to re-

member is that this needs to be a lifelong change:  there are 

always ups and downs but we need to keep trying.  No doubt 

this all makes me sound like one of those de-cluttering peo-

ple, or a healthy eating guru, when what I really wanted to 

sound like was a Christian.  I want to change my life and 

carry on changing it because it will make things better – not 

necessarily easier but better.  I want to appreciate and give 

thanks for what I have, and to take care of it, rather than just 

bemoan that state that everything is in, whether my home or 

the world in general.  And it is up to me to make the changes, 

and to do so, knowing that God is beside me. 
 

When visiting people, or meeting them, I often hear them say 

that they used to go to church, but life is just too busy now, or 

that they only pray on their own at home.  One of the big 

things about change is getting one’s priorities right, and I 

hope that some of you will consider where the church com-

munity fits into your life.  It would not be a major change to 

put in the diary church once a month, or every six weeks.  

And it can make a difference, it can change you, but you have 

to give it time.  Like any changes, we can fall back on occa-

sions, but it is worth making the effort. 
 

So whether you enjoy change or not, I hope this summer is a 

good and blessed one for you. 
 

“Come to me all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, 

and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my 

burden is light.” St Matthew 11. 29-30. 

WEDDING FEVER  
 

We pray for Naomi and Steve  

Sheila and Chris to be Married in St Cross in July  

and Tracy and Lee whose marriage was blessed on June 25th 
 

Welcome  
to Olivia and Jack Baptised on 15th May 

 

MESSY CHURCH ON TOUR! 

with The Orchard Children's Centre 

August Wednesday Afternoons  

2-4pm 

3rd August All Saints, Long Marston 

10th August St Peter and Paul, Tring 

17th August St Mary's, Puttenham 

24th August St Cross, Wilstone 

31st August St John the Baptist, Aldbury 
 

ALL WELCOME 

all the usual Messy Church activities  
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Supported by the Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 The Puttenham Page       compiled by Christine Rutter      

St. Mary’s Patronal Festival 
 

The Festival of our Patron Saint – St.Mary 
 

SUNDAY, 14TH AUGUST 
 

8.15 a.m. -  Holy Communion BCP 
 

2.30 p.m. onwards – Church Open, Floral Displays, “FlyingTeddies”, Churchyard  
Activities for all, Cream Teas and more. 

FRIENDS OF PUTTENHAM CHURCH 

JUMBLE SALE 
SATURDAY, 27TH AUGUST 

2 P.M. CECILIA HALL 
 

As always, your jumble, offers of help for sorting the week prior, helping on 
 THE DAY, and clearing the hall after the sale, will be very much appreciated. 

 
Items of jumble may be left at the hall any time, but preferably in the two weeks prior to the 

Sale.  Contact: Christine 01296 668337  

 

BEDS. & HERTS. HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST 

SPONSORED BIKE ‘N’ HIKE 
 

SATURDAY, 10TH SEPTEMBER – 10 a.m. ‘till 6 p.m. 
 

Please get your sponsorship form, and cycle or walk for St.Mary’s Church and the Beds & Herts 
Historic churches Trust – Your sponsorship money is split 50 : 50 
Forms may be obtained by contacting Christine on 01296 668337 

Offers of help for providing/serving refreshments for the hungry and thirsty cyclists would be 
very much appreciated, as always.  

ST. MARY’S CHURCH 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
SUNDAY, 25TH SEPTEMBER 

 

3.30 p.m. Harvest Evensong, followed by Harvest Tea in Church 
 

All offers of flowers, fruit, vegetables and greenery will be greatly appreciated.  
 

Do please join us in decorating the Church on Saturday 24th Sept. from 10 a.m. 
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Supported by the  Puttenham Trust  

  Local names and numbers 
Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222 

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’) 

PC Stephen Hunneysett          0845 33 00 222 

PCSO Thomas Montgomery  0845 33 00 222 

 

Fly-tipping reports 

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858 

Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter  01296 668337 

Beavers 

Jo Woodbridge  01442 891444 

Brownies 

Claire Fordham   01296 668088   

Cubs 
Tony Short  01442 823096 

Guides 

Sheila Hill  01442 823463 

Scouts 

David Colvin  01442 381544 

Horticultural Society 

John Kaye  01296 662975 

Wilstone St. Cross: 

Vicar 

Rev’d Joanne Wetherall           01442 851200 

Churchwarden 

Andrew Minter   01442 823605 

Puttenham St Mary’s: 

Rector  

Rev'd Huw Bellis                     01442 822170 

Churchwardens 
Christine Rutter  01296 668337 

John Barron  01296 631351 

Long Marston All Saints 

Clergy 

Rev’d Jane Banister              01442 822170 

Keyholder 

Carole Harrison                      01296 668526            

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

Dawn Slade                             01442 824138 

Village Warden 
Colin Reedman                        01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 

Hall hire: Mags Severs            01296 661021  

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Paul Dumpleton   01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 
   Lindsay Armitage                 01296 661017 

   Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Vicky Hayes                         01296 661586 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Margaret Kelland  01296 668314 

Long Marston Football Club 
Daphne Bateman  01296 668054 

Long Marston School                 01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke                                 020 7219 4459 

or to make an appointment call:   01923 771781 

Pet Dog Training 

Claudia Cox 01296 668752 

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 

Village News 

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339 

Whitchurch Morris Men 
Nigel Cox                                     01494 481478 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole  01442 828272  

Women’s Institute 
Lynn Foster  01296 662466 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: 
Carole Harrison,  01296 668526. 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,  
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,  
Startops End. 
 

Your editor for September will be: 

John McCall 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 
 

Advertising enquiries: 

Graham Thorpe 

01442 822923 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is:  

Thursday 18th August 2011. 
 

You can read Village News on line at:  

   

www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING, HEDGE 

CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 

AND MUCH MORE. 
 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  

DONE WELL, CONTACT 
Mark Lee  

01296 668310 or 07914 355180 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping, 
Nails and Ears.  Weekend appointments  
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower  
ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  

cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 
 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856 

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

 A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around: 

Long Marston · Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . 

Wendover · Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome. 

 

 Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

VERITY AUTOS 
SERVICING REPAIRS MOT PREPARATION 

FAULT DIAGNOSTICS 

TYRES  BODYWORK 

ALL VEHICLES COLLECTED HOME OR WORK 

EST 1989 

 

FOR BOOKING OR ADVICE 

GRAHAM VERITY 

07850 499547 -- 01296 668176 

VERITYAUTOS@AOL.COM 

Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 

Member of the British Chiropody 

and Podiatry Association 

For a home visit, telephone 07969 

741792  

or 01296 630189  

 

L O N G  M A R STO N  D O G  TR A IN IN G  

C L U B  
V ic t o r y  H a ll, L o n g  M a r s t o n . 

L o n g  e s t a b lis h e d  f r ie n d ly  

c lu b , c a t e r in g  f o r  a ll 

d o g s . A n y  a g e — p u p p y  t h r o u g h  t o  p e n -

s io n e r . 
 

K e n n e l C lu b  G o o d  C it ize n  D o g  Sc h e m e  

o f f e r e d .    

Q u a lif ie d  in s t r u c t o r s . 

0 1 2 9 6  6 6 875 2   o r  0 1 9 0 8 5 0 2 2 72  
 

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk  
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‘Care for Casualties’ has a target to raise a million pounds. 

They are now on £953,811. As you may have seen, ‘Help for 

Heroes’ are well on their way to £100 million. So our objec-

tive is to get them passed this figure with a night of great en-
tertainment and fun that people will remember, and can be 

proud to have been part of.  Thank you all for your support 

and kind donations. The next article will have a full report on 

the Ball and how much was raised.  

WHEN you read this the 2nd July Mad Summer Ball will 

have already been and gone. You will have been able to judge 

for yourself if it was a success or not, and hopefully it was a 

night you will be able to remember for a very long time. On 

writing this article we had sold all the 600 tickets so we hope 

to achieve our target of raising £100,000 to split between 

‘Help for Heroes’ and ‘Care for Casualties’. 

 

We had a meeting in May with The Rifles at the John Howard 

Barracks in Milton Keynes.  This let us all know for sure that 

we are raising money for people who need it and deserve eve-
rything we can raise for them.  Two young T.A. Riflemen 

gave our group a presentation of what they have done since 

joining the T.A. This included four deployments to Afghani-

stan and one to Iraq, all on the front line. One had worked in 

Albania, Macedonia and Ukraine alongside their armies. 

These are young lads who have seen things that no one 

should have to see - their colleges/friends killed and injured 

in action. When asked if they would do it again the answer is 

“yes”.  They are prepared make the ultimate sacrifice to give 

us all the freedom we take for granted every day.  One of the 

riflemen had served on the same patrol as Staff Sergeant Olaf 

(Oz) Schmidt who you will have heard about on the news. He 

was killed in action on 31 October 2009.  His wife’s comfort 

in her words: “He was my best friend and soul mate. The pain 

of losing him is overwhelming. I take comfort knowing he 

saved countless lives with his hard work. I am so proud of 

him.” The Riflemen all say the same thing. “He saved lives in 

2 Rifles time after time and for that he will retain a very spe-

cial place in every heart of every Rifleman in our extraordi-

nary battle group.” At the meeting we saw some very graphic 

and harrowing real pictures of some of these injuries from the 

same explosion that so very sadly killed Staff Sergeant Olaf 
Schmidt. One of the frightening things is that some of the 

combat problems don’t emerge until a long time after the 

event.  It has been seen in the past with the Falkland’s war - 

as long as 20-25 years afterwards. So it is very important to 

have the funds there for these men who are risking their lives 

now.   

Rifleman Broom and local children - Sangin, Afghanistan. 

Captain Ryan (The Rifles) with Afghan National Army 

recce platoon, Sangin. 

Mad Summer Ball sold out!                                                         by Jane Murrell 
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Out and about with  Village People— 

Jane Waterhouse from Wilstone and Jed  Wilde from Long Marston enjoing a quiet afternoons fishing 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neil Williams took 

this  shot  along the 

Aylesbury arm of the 

Grand Union  canal at 

Wilstone.  

 

Perhaps this could be 

a start of a a new 

photo series? Ed.  

Class 2 at Tring Carnival 

 Class 2 from Long Marston School as Kings and Queens with their teacher Mrs Preston at the Tring Carnival. 
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Vegas Las 

Wilstone 

Photos by John Painter 


