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by our man at the bar,  
Luke B. Hynde-Yew 
 

THIS old classic (?) is not often performed, so 

scriptwriter and director Neil Gurney had a 

blank canvas on which to draw a hilarious tale 

of confusion and dark deception. As he re-

marked himself after the opening night - 

there’s not much of a plot. Large egg falls off 

wall, and that’s about it. So it required all his 

musical mastery to build for us two hours of 
entertainment around this sketchy frame.  

 

This is what we saw (I think). In an act of 

questionable strategic value, the king puts a 

large egg in charge of Nursery Rhyme Land. 

Predictably things do not go well. The fabu-

lously wicked Spyderella (Sally Smith) seizes 

her opportunity to grab the symbols of state 

and install herself as queen. This does not go 

down well with the citizens, who manage - 

after twelve scenes in two acts - to wrest back 

control. Somehow all the king’s men (Zoe 

Gray, Ellie Jackman, Dan Smith) do manage 

to put the egg back together again, which con-

founds history and shows what can be 

achieved with modern adhesives. 

 

The colourful scenes (eleven scene changes) 

good lighting and beautiful costumes created a 

stunning visual spectacular of which any pro-

fessional company would be proud. Gerald 

the Herald (’Tis  I) and his Scroll with the 

Hole, robustly played by Toby Davidson, tried 
hard to keep the audience informed with a fine 

set of rhyming couplets, while Fairy Dum-

palina (Vanessa Iley) elegantly cast lots of 

jolly useful spells. The affable but misguided 

King Cole (Martin Winship) had a touch of 

Brucie about him and (for older readers) Mr. 

Pastry too. This first night audience was kept 

laughing with an endless stream of egg yolks - 

sorry, I mean jokes - and singing too. The 

children of the chorus were charming as the 

king’s men and Chris Hodges deserves a men-

tion for putting up with having to play a large 

egg while trying to maintain his dignity. Over-

all an excellent evening’s entertainment, and a 

fine production by any standards. How Mr 

Gurney and his enthusiastic team do it in only 

a few weeks remains a mystery. (Humpty 
Dumpty is a production of the Long Marston 
and Puttenham Horticultural Society. Pictures 
by Village News.) 

Nation put in peril by cracked 
custodian Review: Humpty Dumpty by Neil Gurney (LM&PHS) 

The king’s men ponder a delicate problem  

The cast in fine voice  

Beautiful scene painting at the fair  32 packed 

pages! 
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at 

St Mary’s Puttenham 

St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 
 

 
You are most welcome to join us at any of the services. 

 

3 April Mothering Sunday 

10.00am All Saints Family Service 

Joint Villages Service 

4.00pm St Cross Messy Church 

6.00pm St Cross Evening Prayer 

 
4 April (Monday) 

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 

 

10 April 

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer 

 

17 April Palm Sunday 

10.00am St Cross Family Service 

Joint Villages Service 

 

18 April (Monday) 

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 

 

21 April  Maundy Thursday 

8.00pm St Mary’s Holy Communion 

22 April Good Friday 

10.00am All Saints Family Service 

1.30pm St Mary’s Cross Raising 

2.00pm St Mary’s Hour at the Cross 

2.00pm St Cross Stations of the Cross and 

Private Prayer 

 

24 April Easter Day 

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

Village News 
Editor this month: Emily Woodbridge 

 

Advertising Manager 

Graham Thorpe, 01442 822923 

Email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 
 

Editorial Team  

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew,  

John McCall, Colin Moore, Emily Woodbridge. 
 

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.   

Phone:    Phil Buchi: 01296 661339 
 

Distribution Manager & Secretary 

Carole Harrison 01296 668526 

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

John Harrison 01296 668526 
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Church services 

Deadline for items for our next issue  
(May) is Wednesday 20 April 2011. 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,  

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.   

Let us know if we are not! 

Printed by Express Printing  
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855. 

Read Village News on line at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

Spoken communion 10a.m at 

St Cross,  Wilstone. 

4th Tuesday  

every month 
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 What’s on...�
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Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)  
The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 
Wednesday 20 April Puttenham Cecilia Hall 

Wednesday 19 May Long Marston village hall. 

Friday 25 March 

7.30pm Long Marston CC Quiz Night - Marlins. 

Friday 25 March 
Wilstone film night. See ad. Last showing of the season. 

Sunday 3 April 

Messy Church - Mum’s day off, 4-5.30, St Cross, Wilstone. 

Monday 4 April 
7pm: Friends of St. Mary’s Church AGM. 
8pm: AGM of St. Mary’s Church DCC and election of 
Churchwardens. 
Tuesday 5 April   
WI: Chenies Manor by Valerie Edwards, 8pm Victory  Hall. 

Saturday 9 April 
Jumble Sale, Cecelia Hall, 2.30pm. (Friends of St Mary’s.)  
Tuesday 12 April  
WI: Chenies Manor by Valerie Edwards, 8pm Victory  Hall. 
Easter Sunday 17 April 
Palm Sunday procession to St. Cross, 10am village hall. 
Friday 15 April 
Friends of Tring Reservoir AGM, 7.30pm Wilstone VH 
Tring Anglers on Fish and Fishing at Reservoirs by Dick 
Pilkington, 8pm. 
Easter Monday 25 April 
Easter egg hunt and hot cross buns, 10am St. Cross. 
Tuesday 26 April 
All Saints Social afternoon. 
Friday 6 May 
LMCC 50th Anniversary Bingo, 7.30pm at Marlins. 
Sunday 8 May 
Long Marston Tennis Club Open Afternoon, From 2pm. 
Sunday 8 May 
Ashridge spring plant fair, 11am - 4pm by the visitor centre. 
Tuesday 24 May 
All Saints social afternoon. 
Saturday 28 to Monday 30 May 
Mentmore Arts Festival, St. Mary’s Mentmore. 
Sunday 5 June 
‘Viva Las Wilstone’ village fete. 
Sunday 19 June 
Strawberry tea, 3pm - 5pm. Friends of St.Cross fundraiser. 
Saturday 25th June 
Fun Day, Wilstone church, 2pm-4pm.  
Tuesday 28 June 
All Saints social afternoon. 
Tuesday 28 June  
At LMCC:1.30pm Herts over 60s v. Leicestershire over 60s. 
Wednesday 29 June 
At LMCC:12 noon; Minor Counties national side v Notting-
hamshire 2nd XI (50 overs.) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Mentmore Arts Festival 
Exhibitor or visitor: Put a note in your diary 
for the 2011 Mentmore Arts Festival - 28th - 

30th May Bank Holiday 

full details will be available on: 

 http://www.mentmore-arts-festival.co.uk  
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Times for mobile library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly: April 7th and 21st. 
 

Tringford (Piggeries Pine)  11.10 to 11.30 

Wilstone  (The Half Moon)  11.35 to 12.35 

Astrope  (Astrope Lane)  13.15 to 13.35 

Puttenham (Church Lane )  13.40 to 14.40 

Long Marston (Queen’s Head)               14.50 to 16.20 

Wilstone village shop opening hours are: 
Monday to Saturday: 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon. 

Keep up with Long Marston Cricket Club progress and 

events by visiting   www.lmcc.org.uk  

Letters... 

Thursday 30 June  
At LMCC:12 noon;  Minor Counties national side v 
Worcestershire 2nd XI. (50 overs.)  
Saturday 2 July 
Puttenham Fete. Fun Day. 
Saturday 2 July 
Mad Summer Ball for Help for Heroes. 
Saturday 16 July 
St. Cross Fun Day, 2pm in the church garden. 
Saturday 3 September  
Jumble Sale Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. (Friends of St Mary’s). 

Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 September 
Tring Chamber Music Concerts at All Saints, Long Mar-
ston.  
Saturday 1 October 
October Supper and Auction, Cecilia Hall.  
 

Your local event details can be included here for free. Just 

FOR SALE 
 

Compass Rallye GTE 2-berth caravan. 
In very good condition. Hardly used. 

Comes with extras. 
 

£2,750 
 

Please contact 01296 662449. 

From Sylvia Chater, 8 Tewkesbury Drive, Netherton, Dud-
ley, West Midlands, DY2 9RS. 
 

The late John Owen 
 

MY name is Sylvia Chater and I am trying to find out informa-

tion regarding my late father John Owen. His date of birth was 

18th May 1922. I was told that he was an orphan. However, in 

a small notebook that came back from India after he died there 
are two addresses written in there. They are as follows: 

Mrs A Hopgood, 2 Council Cottages, Wilstone, Tring, and 

Miss Vessey, New Cottages, Wilstone, Tring. 

 
He married my mother in August 1944 and was sent to India in 

January 1945. He was serving with the Oxford and Bucks 

Light Infantry and was based in Bombay. I was born in August 

1945, and my father died on 25th January 1946. I was told that 
he was brought up  by two aunts but have no further knowl-

edge on that. Apparently when he was called up for the army 

in 1941 he was actually living in Bath, Somerset. His address 

in India was: 4 Bay, 6 Wing, G.H.Q. (1) BBRC India Com-
mand, and in his small notebook he wrote down the dates he 

sent letters to the two people named above in Wilstone. If any-

one has any information at all, I would be most grateful. 

Please contact me at address above or telephone 01384 
565775, or email george.chater@btinternet.com. WW2 memorial event 

 
Notice of road closure 

Saturday 7th May, Long Marston 
 
In the interests of public safety Station Road, Long 
Marston, between the crossroads and All Saints 
church, will be closed to traffic for the duration of the 
ceremony, approximately 11am to 2pm. 
 

Enquiries to: 01296 668276 or 01296 661311 

Palm Sunday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Join our Palm Sunday procession - led by a donkey from 

 Wilstone village hall to  

St Cross church  

 at 10 a.m. 

On Sunday 17th April   

Suitable for all the Family 

 

Good Friday 

Cross Raising 12.00 

A short reflective service followed by  

hot cross buns and hot drinks in church. 

 

Further information 

Please ring Jo on 01442 851200 
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Spring in the Wilstone shop 
by Diane Crapnell 
It’s going to be a busy Spring in the Wilstone Shop.  First on 

the agenda is Mother’s Day on the 3rd April.  Do pop in to see 

our range of cards and small gifts ranging from cuddly pets, of 

the soft toy variety, to perfumed candles.  They offer the per-

fect way to say thank you to that special someone. 

 

Next we head towards the succession of Bank Holidays in 

April and May.  Easter, of course, comes first and the shop 

opening hours over the holiday will be: 

 

Good Friday:  9am - midday 

Saturday:  7.30am – 1pm 

Easter Sunday:  9am – midday 

Easter Monday:  Closed 

 

The Shop will be offering a range of seasonal goodies includ-

ing Easter Eggs and greeting cards.  But you may also want to 

place orders for hot cross buns, bread, fresh free range chick-

ens or our famous farmhouse ham.  If you do, or if there’s 

anything else you would like Liz and Ron to get for you, just 

come into the shop and let them or one of the volunteers know 

your requirements. 

 

Indeed, if there’s anything at any time that you would like to 

order, please come in and Liz and Ron will be pleased to as-

sist. 

 

The next holiday is the Royal Wedding Day, when The Shop 

will be open from 7.30am – 1pm..  Then it’s the May Day 

Bank Holiday when it will be closed. 

 

The Shop is also pleased to host a box – it’s up near the 

counter – for any items you may wish to donate for the  

Wilstone Fete tombola stall.  If you’ve nothing currently to 

spare you may wish to make a small purchase from the shop 

to pop in the box.  Anything you can donate will be most 

gratefully received by the Fete Committee. 

 

Finally, Liz and Ron are always delighted to welcome new 

members to their enthusiastic team of volunteers.  Their in-

valuable assistance helps to ensure The Shop can continue to 
offer our Parish a great place to meet, chat and buy.  

Spring is in the air  
The Hospice of St Francis annual Ashridge Garden Party 

Sunday 22nd May 

  

The Hospice of St Francis is delighted to announce the date of 

its annual Ashridge Garden Party on Sunday 22nd May be-

tween 2pm-5pm at Ashridge Business School in the beautiful 

Ashridge estate.  It's a rare opportunity to browse in the gar-

dens which are rarely opened to the public.  Tickets are priced 

from just £4 if purchased in advance or £5 on the day. 

  

The Garden Party is a great day out for all the family and 

raises much needed funds for the Hospice of St Francis.  This 

year the Kids Zone will include a circus skills workshop by 

Alight Fingers, Punch & Judy show, face painting area, 

Bouncy Castle and many other kiddie friendly entertain-

ments!  

  

Refreshments are being provided by the ever popular Pimms 

Bar and local company Jolly Huckster's Bar will be selling 

locally brewed beer.  New stands this year include hot food 
from Ashridge Delicious, providing freshly cooked paella and 

tartiflette, sausages and French baguettes, as well as a selec-

tion of French olives for nibblers.  And something that will 

bring a smile to everyone's faces - Berkhamsted's very own 

Scoops ice cream parlour will be selling a selection of their 

delicious Italian ice creams. 

  

For some retail therapy, there will be a large range of stalls 

selling gifts and goodies such as Phoenix Cards; Rocking 

Pony will be selling outdoor accessories, and Finishing 

Touches are providing fairtrade jewellery.  Plus many, many 

more to be announced!!!  The Jolly Jazzers jazz band will add 

to the party atmosphere throughout the afternoon, so do come 

and join us; it a great way to help raise vital funds for the Hos-

pice of St Francis. 

  

The Hospice of St Francis cares for people from Dacorum, St 

Albans , Harpenden, Markyate, Chesham, Amersham and the 

surrounding villages. It is the only inpatient unit with special 

facilities that allow patients to be cared for 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week. It also helps patients who are seriously ill 

at home and in day hospice but needs to raise more than £3.3 

MILLION every year. See www.stfrancis.org.uk for more 

information. 

  

Tickets can be purchased in advance at £4 per adult from any 

of the Hospice of St Francis shops or from the Hospice main 

reception located off Shooters Way . Entrance on the day is £5 

per adult. Children under 16 are free.  

 

If you would like any more information about the Garden 

Party please email fundraising@stfrancis.org.uk  or call 01442 

869555 For directions to and information about Ashridge 

Business School visit http://www.ashridge.org.uk 
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It’s a Mad Summer 

Ball for Help for  

Heroes and The Rifles 

Regiment by Jane Murrell  
   

 WE represent a small group of local people who two 

years ago lost a dear friend to cancer, and decided to have a 
ball to raise money for the centre that cared for him.  Some of 

the residents of Long Marston will remember him - Derek 

Mills - who had a larger-than-life fun and colourful personal-

ity.  He also did a lot of community work around the village. 

The ball was a great success and raised over £50,000 for Stoke 

Mandeville Haematology Unit. After the event everyone who 

attended asked if it was to be an annual event as they had had 

an amazing time that they would not forget.  

 So two years on we have decided to do it all again! 

We are well in the planning stages of another Mad Summer 

Ball, to be held on Saturday 2nd July at Upper Wingbury 

Farm business village, Wingrave. We have decided that this 

year it will be in aid of Help for Heroes and the Care for Casu-

alties servicemen’s charities.  Help for Heroes you will all 

have heard a great deal about as they are very well supported 

nationally, but Care for Casualties is less well known. Care for 

Casualties is The Rifles Regiment charity, and it has an endur-

ing responsibility to safeguard the welfare of the regiment's 

serving soldiers, its 35,000 veterans and their families, with 

financial and practical support.  The Rifles is the largest infan-

try regiment in the British Army, consisting of five regular 

and two territorial battalions.  One of the TA battalions is 

based in Milton Keynes they have a large record of fatalities 

and injuries, leaving young men as young as 21years old as 

triple amputees.  A few of us have been to the base, after 

which we very quickly decided that they did need our help 

which is why we chose them. There is more information about 

the charity on their website: www.careforcasualties.org.uk.  

 The evening is to start off with a Pimms reception 

while listening to The Rifles military band and will continue 

on to a three course dinner with wine, then dancing to the in-

ternationally known group ‘Bjorn Again’, playing all of 

Abba’s greatest music.  The entertainment will go on into the 

night. It will be a great evening and an opportunity to help our 

heroes who have become the casualties of war. 

 You can support these charities by coming to the ball 
on Saturday 2nd July, or by sponsoring the event in some way. 

You can go to the Mad Summer Ball website for ticket details: 

www.madsummerball.co.uk.  
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Open 7 days 
Lower Icknield Way, Wilstone Green, Tring, HP23 4NT 

Tel: 01442 828478 
www.pemeadandsons.co.uk 

�Home produced cold pressed extra virgin rapeseed oil  

� our own beef and lamb� local sausages and cured  
bacon � local pickles � preserves � quality fresh fruit  

and vegetables � pet food � Heygates animal feeds. 

Tea Room and Gift Shop where you can enjoy tea, 
coffee, cakes, sandwiches or a light lunch.  

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Spring special! 
 

J. Arthur Bower’s  
multipurpose composts 

 

3 for only £11 
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Locksmith 

www.bhpropertyservices.co.uk 

BOOKKEEPING & ADMINISTRATION 
 

Local experienced bookkeeper offering a specialist book-
keeping service, using Quickbooks™ Accounting that will 
keep all your accounts in order.  Also offering a Business 
Sitting Service.  With a little planning and today’s technol-
ogy, you can walk away from your business.  A long week-
end or an extended holiday, I can take care of the day to day 
running of your business while you are away. All work is 
individually and competitively priced. 
 

Contact Helen Vaughan (01442) 826643  
Mob 07966 149254 

helen.vaughan @highlifeservices.co.uk 
www.highlifeservices.co.uk 

SAFARI  
SOUTH AFRICA 

SELF CATERING ACCOMMODATION 

 

3 bed roomed house, sleeps up to 6 

people. House borders the Kruger  

National Park. Excellent for Bird 

Watching and Game Viewing. 

 

Only £350 per week. 

Game viewing trips available. 

 

Contact Carolyn 07707922750 / fshr_crlyn@yahoo.co.uk 

News from All Saints 
 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 3rd April. We shall be having a 

FAMILY SERVICE at 10am and it would be lovely to see 

lots of children with their mums and grannies (Dads and 

Grandads are welcome too!). Jane Bannister will be leading 

the service. There will be posies for all those who ‘mother’ 
and we shall have the usual refreshments after the service. 

GOOD FRIDAY 10am. This will be a Family Service too. 

EASTER SUNDAY at 10am is a Holy Communion service. 

We do hope that you will be able to join us some time over 

the season of Easter. 

 

Help wanted 

Our church is used every Sunday and also during the week. 

We do try to have a Cleaning Rota, but sadly there are only 

two or three of us on the list. Any offers of help would be 

welcome, also help with flower arranging would be appreci-

ated. Do phone Carole Harrison. 

 

Fund raising 

2nd May at Aldbury May Fair, 12 to 5pm. We have booked a 

stall but would like some helpers please. 

19th June Marsworth Steam Rally – we supply refreshments 

all day. Please put the date in your diary – we need helpers 

again! 

 

Thank you Carole Harrison 01296 668526� 

What are OAPs 

worth? 
We are worth a fortune!     
 

REMEMBER, old folks are worth a fortune. With silver in 

their hair, gold in their teeth, stones in their kidneys, lead in 

their feet and gas in their stomachs. 

 

I have become older since I last saw you and a few changes 

have come into my life. Frankly, I have become a frivolous 

Old Gal... I am seeing six gentlemen every day. As soon as I 

wake up, Will Power gets me out of bed; then I go to see 

Johnny Loo. Next, Charlie Cramp comes along and when 

here he takes up a lot of my time and attention. When he 
leaves, Arthur Ritis shows up and stays the rest of the day.  

He doesn’t like to stay in one place very long so he takes me 

from joint to joint. After such a busy day I am tired and glad 

to go to bed with Johnny Walker. What a life! Oh yes, I’m 

also flirting with Al Tzymer.  

 

P.S. The vicar came to call the other day. He said I should be 

thinking of the Hereafter. I’ve told him I do, all the time. No 

matter where I am; in the lounge, upstairs, in the kitchen or 

down in the cellar - I ask myself: “Now, what am I here af-

ter?”    (Sent in by Liz Faulkner) 

Sudoku solution No57 
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The fabulous Wilstone Showgirls (left) are booked to appear at Las Ve-

gas Wilstone on Sunday 5th June and are already in rehearsal. Here, 
two of the twelve Showgirls - Jill and Sheena - try out possible costumes. 

Final decisions on the show have yet to be made, we hear.  

Showgirls at Las Vegas Wilstone 
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 � Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 � Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

 can't? 

 � Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 � All misted up inside the unit? 

 � Handles & Hinges repaired 

 � Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 
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01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 
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Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Just call 07875 534780 for more details. 

No 57 Moderate 

Sudoku Corner     by Colin Moore 

Water Tax for Long Marston?  
 by Avril Fewell 

 

Water companies are about to levy a charge on low-lying 

properties, especially in areas with a high water-table; Long 

Marston with its history of flooding is unlikely to escape. The 

proposed fees will be inversely proportional to the property’s 

height above the water table. In other words: the higher you 

are, the less you pay. 

 

The reasons given by the water companies for the new charge 

are twofold. Firstly, they say, because rain water flows down-

hill, the ground around the higher properties is significantly 

drier than that around the lower properties. Owners of the 

higher properties consequently have to water their gardens 
more during the summer – an added cost to the consumer. 

Secondly, the lower properties will have higher water pressure 

and hence a lower cost of pumping the water into their homes 

– a reduced cost to the consumer. 

 

In order to even things out a little, higher residents will pay 

less than lower ones according to the formula: 

 

Charge (£) =  ½ ( Hhouse – HWT ) x 120п x √δa 
 

This means that people who live at height HWT, i.e. level with 

the Queens Head – that’s the majority of Long Marston – will 

be charged the maximum rate of around £120 p.a. Those living 

higher up in Church View or Bromley, for example, where 

Hhouse is about 10m, will pay a reduced rate of around £70 p.a. 

The charges are to be implemented on the 1st of April this 

year. If you have any queries regarding the charges or what on 

earth the formula above is all about your water provider might 

know. Please quote reference APR-IST-F001. 

This is not so easy. The 7’s in the top boxes are your start. You 
should get one more by the usual inspection routine . I think the 
key is to tackle this by line, in this order 3rd, 4th, 5th, 2nd, 1st and 
6th. You will resolve most of these lines apart from some doubles. 
Then work on the 6th, 5th and 4th rows. You will be left with two 
sets of triples. You should now be able to resolve the right hand 
boxes before sorting out the bottom left hand corner. Good luck.  
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May 7th - VE Day - will be a particularly special day in Long 

Marston this year. A memorial will be unveiled to the crew of 

an American bomber which crashed just outside the village in 
1945 after taking off in fog from Cheddington airfield, then a 

wartime American airforce base. Three crew 

members died. Local resident Chas Jellis has 

helped Stephen Hutton of the US 8th Airforce 

Historical Society to organise the memorial 

with assistance from Tring Rural Parish Coun-

cil. The dedication of the memorial at 1pm on 

Saturday 7th May is expected to be a big 

event, with survivors of the crash and families 

of those who died attending from the USA. 

This article tells the story behind the memorial; 

the ill-fated last flight of the Liberator bomber 

named ‘Beast of Bourbon’. 

 

On the 19th February 1945, a B-24 Liberator 

bomber of 36th Bomb Squadron, ‘Beast of 

Bourbon’ (see picture), took off from USAAF 

base Cheddington at 09.16. Just half a mile 

west of the runway, instrument failure on the 

plane combined with poor weather conditions 

led to the Liberator coming down in Long 

Marston, just missing a row of cottages. Ac-

cording to the accident report, visibility was 
down to 30 yards, and ground fog was up to 400 feet. Immedi-

ately after take off, at 45 feet and at a speed of 135 mph, the 

Liberator was flying on instruments. Realising that they were in 

trouble, the pilot, 1st Lt. Louis McCarthy, cut the throttles and 

the co-pilot cut the switches, which delayed fire and possible 

explosion. That action probably saved the lives of most of the 

crew.  The B-24 just made it over Tring Road and missed the 

village, ploughing through hedges and crossing Astrope Lane 

before smashing into two trees and coming to rest in the centre 

of a cattle field. 

 

There were ten crew members and an additional navigator from 

36th Bomb Squadron. After the crash navigator 1st Lt. John D 
Howarth managed to crawl out of the wrecked aircraft and get 

away from the immediate vicinity of the plane, but he then re-

turned to get crew members out. It was a highly risky attempt 

with a fully armed aircraft; in fact four cows were killed by 

exploding shells from the 50-calibre machine guns.  But the 

lieutenant felt compelled to try. Seven minutes later the B-24 

caught fire with three of the crew still trapped inside, and it is 

sad to report that they perished in the plane. The three who 

died, Staff Sergeant Carl E. Lindquist, Private Fred K. Becker 

and Private Howard F. Haley - all in their very early 20’s - 

were gunners. 

The last flight of the ‘Beast of Bourbon’ 
The story behind the memorial to remember the crew             by Peter Walker 

The B-24 Liberator which crashed in 1945 killing three crew members. 

The crew of the Beast of Bourbon.  
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36th Bomb Squadron flew specially equipped B-17s and B-24s 

to jam enemy early warning radars and telecommunications, 

screen assembly and inbound flights of allied bombers, and to 

spoof the enemy into thinking that other (non-existent) bomber 

formations were assembling. This early form of electronic war-

fare was very successful in disrupting German forces. 

 

Funds needed - can you help? 

 

The memorial to the crew will 

be placed alongside the War 
Memorial in the centre of Long 

Marston. The dedication service 

on 7th May will be held at 1pm, 

and villagers are very welcome 

to attend. Two of the families of 

the lost crewmen have been 

tracked down and have indicated 

that they would like to come to 

the UK to attend the service. In 

addition, four other Liberator 

veterans intend to make the long 

journey from the US to Long 

Marston for the event.  

 

The local organiser, Chas Jellis, 

needs some help to finance the 

event, mainly for hospitality for 

our American visitors. All fund-

ing is being raised privately and Chas would be most grateful if 

you are able to help by making a donation towards the costs of 

the event.  Please send a cheque to Chas Jellis at: 3 The Green, 

Pitstone, Beds LU7 9QS. Or call Chas on 01296 668276; email 

chas_jellis@yahoo.com .  
 

This feature written by Peter Walker is based on accident re-
ports and relevant websites. With acknowledgement to Chas 
Jellis, Stephen Hutton and the 8th Airforce Historical Society. 
Every effort has been made to ensure historical accuracy.  
 

 

He was there By Peter Walker 
Memories of a local boy on February 19th, 
1945   
 

IN February 1945 Mike Tomlinson was just seven years old, 

and lived with his mother (his father was away serving in the 

RAF) in Astrope Lane, which leads down from the Queens 

Head pub at the crossroads in Long Marston. On the morning 

of the 19th of February Mike recalls that it was very foggy, as it 

so often was with houses belching smoke from their chimneys 

into the air from fires and cooking ranges. 

 

Living at the end of the main Cheddington runway he was used 

to low flying aircraft, but this morning was different. He re-

members the strained noise of a Liberator as it struggled to gain 

height and the sickening thud as the aircraft crashed yards away 

from the back of his house. He didn’t see the crash. Like every-
one else in those war torn years, he was trained to quickly take 

cover from potentially threatening aircraft. (In 1944 Chedding-

ton had half a dozen flying bombs drop within a five mile ra-

dius of the airfield.) So Mike 
was under the kitchen table 

when the house shook as the 

Liberator skidded across 

Astrope Lane and smashed 

into trees, finally thudding 

into the ground. He recalls 

debris being thrown up and 

then a period of silence, bro-

ken by klaxons going off at 

the airfield, leading to huge 

activity as rescuers arrived 

from the base to try and save 

the crew. 

We now know of course that 

three crew members did not 

survive, and their names will 

be remembered on the new 

memorial.  

 

Mike has always lived in Long Marston and is now Chairman 

of Tring Rural Parish Council. In that capacity, he has been 

able to help Chas Jellis in his efforts to bring about the me-

morial on May 7th. This now promises to be a big event, and 
the police have agreed to close the road for the period of the 

memorial service to ensure the safety of the many expected 

visitors. Everybody has provided their time and effort free of 

charge. If you can help to pay for the hospitalityfor the veter-

ans attending the memorial service, contributions would be 

gratefully received. Contact Chas Jellis on 01296 668276. 

Mike Tomlinson was there 
(Picture: Peter Walker) 

Insignia of 36th Bomb 

Squadron. It was de-

signed by S/Sgt. Stanley 

Walsh, previously em-

ployed by Walt Disney. 

RAFU stands for “Radar 

All Fouled Up”.  
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Wartime map of Cheddington airfield, marked “Secret”.  
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Need an evening out?  Come to 

the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers. 

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu 
Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park 
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Tel: 01442 826410 
A warm welcome guaranteed! 

 
PAINTING & DECORATING 
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ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED  

LOCALLY FOR OVER 18 YEARS 
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Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717 

martinj.keable@virgin.net 

 

Local family business with over 25 years experience! Our main 

priority is our customer satisfaction and ensuring we provide the 
best service possible, specialising in: 

- Coving 
- Covering artex ceilings 
- Skimming ceilings & walls 

- Rendering 

- Pebble dashing 
- Dry lining 
- Basic plumbing 

For a free quote call Tracey on 01442 768998 or 07521 971688  
Email: petertraceyblake@googlemail.com 

Visit us online at: tpbplasterers.co.uk 
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We need to make every effort to maintain the vibrant and bal-

anced community that we already have; it can be easily be 

lost.  But, in my view, the land at Dixon’s Wharf won’t prove 

suitable for a development of affordable or open market hous-
ing.  Councillor Fermont is quite right; in a nutshell, it doesn’t 

accord with current planning policies.  Frankly, even if it did, 

I wouldn’t want any of my fellow parishioners who needed an 

affordable home to be forced to live in housing located quite a 

distance from any main settlement. 

 

I work across Buck-

inghamshire as the 

Rural Housing En-

abler for Commu-

nity Impact Bucks 

and since 2004 have 

helped to facilitate 

the provision of 

affordable rural 

housing as an expert independent broker.  I work with parish 

councils and communities to assist them through the process 

of building rural affordable housing by way of the ‘rural ex-

ception’ policy.  Partridge Way, off Barkham Close, Ched-

dington - officially opened in 2007 - is the closest such 

scheme to our parish and worth having a look at if you’re 

passing.  The scheme is a mixture of shared ownership and 

rented homes, built to a very high specification and to Sustain-

ability Code level 4 (which is a lot higher than open market 

housing).  The homes were all allocated to parishioners (as 

they are intended to be), and in order to gain planning permis-

sion, conditions are imposed to ensure that the homes will 

remain available in perpetuity for people who belong to the 

parish.  They will never be available on the open market and 

will not be used for general housing needs by the local author-

ity.  A strong local connection and the inability to afford open 

market rent or purchase will always take precedence. 

 

Generally Rural Exception schemes must relate well to the 

existing settlement and they usually abut or adjoin the village 

development envelope.  People who live in rural schemes are 

people that belong to the village and from my experience; 

around 98% of people allocated to the properties that I’ve 

helped to provide were born and raised in, or have long term 

connections to the relevant parishes. 

It is likely that a new survey to update the need will be needed 

but we shouldn’t give up.  As a relative newcomer and like 
many others, I love this village and want to do my best to en-

sure that the people who belong here and who helped to shape 

the desirable, spirited and loving community that it is, are of-

fered the opportunity to stay if they are struggling to do so. 

There may well be other more suitable land available for a 

development and I would be happy to offer my assistance to 

the Parish Council and the community if required.  
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Vegas Las Wilstone – Can 

you help make it our best 

fete yet?           by Diana Crapnell  

            
You can see that there’s a lot that goes into making our fete 

the best for miles around.  Last year was absolutely fantastic; 

now we have to rise to the challenge of making this year even 

better.  Like to help?  Here’s how: 

 

Could you help us set up, particularly on Saturday 4th or Sun-

day morning 5th June?  Or could you lend a hand on one of our 

many stalls either for an hour – or longer if you can manage!  

Finally, helping us with the clearing up at the end of the day is 

also particularly appreciated.  If you can assist in any way 

please call Jill Walker on 01442 827891. 
 

We need lots of tents and gazebos, naturally for shade but also 

just in case of slightly less clement weather!   If you have 

something you think might be suitable, again please call Jill 

and give her the details. 

 

Our Tombola Stall always proves a great attraction but we 

need loads of items to keep it running throughout the after-

noon.  This year we are trying to make it easier to collect your 

donations by placing a box in The Wilstone Shop.  If you’ve 

nothing suitable to spare at home then perhaps you would con-

sider helping by purchasing an item from the Shop and pop-

ping it in the box.  But if you have any unused Christmas and 

birthday gifts which need a new home, just drop them off, we 

are very happy to recycle them for you. 

 

Also of great use is any bric-a-brac, books and soft toys.  With 

Spring now upon us I’m sure we’re all feeling the urge for a 

seasonal clear out, and we can help out by taking any recycla-

ble items off your hands.  Just call Irene on 

01442 825529 and she will let you know 

where and when to drop them off. 

 

Thanks in anticipation for all your help; it 

really is appreciated and will help ensure 

our Fete goes from strength to strength.      

 

He Just Can’t Help Falling 

in Love with Her 
 
True love is indeed hard to find, but it’s also true that it can be 

found in the most unlikely of places. 

 

Picture this!  Poor Elvis has succeeded in hiding himself away 

from the world but it’s proving to be a sad and lonely life.  He 

is longing to meet his soulmate, someone who will share all 

his hopes and dreams – well aren’t we all!   

 

One day whilst surfing the net in his efforts to find The One, 

he comes across tales of the fabled Queen of Wilstone as she 

strives to defend her small – but perfect - kingdom.  He is im-

mediately smitten with the wonder of her; he must seek her 

out and make her his own, but how to set about it? 

 

Aha!  Wonder of wonders, the 5th June has been set aside as a 

day of celebrations for Wilstone. Here is his big chance to 

woo the lovely lady and make her his own.  His plans are set 

in motion.  Will he succeed in winning her hand?  Will his life 

take on a new direction?  Will it be the greatest day ever?  To 

find out the answers to these and many other questions you 

will need to be in Wilstone on the 5th June and experience 

‘Vegas Las Wilstone’!        
 

London Marathon:  

McCall sisters run for “Pace”  
Charity Appeal 

 
On 17th April 2011  Derah and Claire McCall, whose parents live in 

Wilstone, will be running in the London Marathon in aid of PACE  

which is a local childrens’ charity providing intensive programmes 

for children with severe physical disabilities.  PACE’s integrated ap-

proach to the “whole child” is inspired by Conductive Education 

(CE). Children with a neurological disability such as cerebal palsy 

have damage to the central nervous system which affects their ability 

to control their walking, dressing, eating, drinking and social and 

communication skills that are automatic  for most people. These have 
to be learnt, and at PACE one-to-one care is offered.  The fundamen-

tal principles of CE include a belief that everyone can learn.  Please 

support this wonderful charity which changes the lives of so many 

children from babies to teenagers.  Just log onto: 

 www.virginmoneygiving.com/team/mccallsisters Here you will be 

able to access PACE’s website and discover for yourself the inspira-

tional success achieved by PACE and keep up to date with the girls’ 

training. 

News from the WI  

by Lynn Foster 
Scrapbooking was the subject of this month’s WI meet-

ing.  Linda Gransby gave a very interesting talk and 

demonstration on how to best display photographs and 

other precious mementos.   She explained why some 

photos changed colour when they had been incorrectly 

stored (you should only use acid free paper, glue and 

pens) and gave us many more useful hints on storage 

and archiving.  In fact we were so keen to learn more 

that we have decided to invite her to give a workshop at 

a craft meeting in the autumn. 

Our next meeting on 12 April is a talk by Valerie Ed-

wards on Chenies Manor.  If you are interested in learn-

ing more about this historic house do please come 

along.  The talk will begin at 8pm and we always round 

off our evenings with tea/coffee and cakes.  
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BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals. 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 
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BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 
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Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

WILSTONE STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 
www.wilstonesticks.com     

 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com 

 

ROOFING 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 
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Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions 

working lunches - buffets - parties—weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order discuss your menu 
 

tel 01296 630279/720459 

seatonscatering.co.uk 
email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 

 

“A five star hygiene rating ” 
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We are a local company offering 

 landscaping services to villages in and 

around Long Marston. 
 

Garden Design 
Construction  
Maintainance. 

 

Tel 01525 222227 

 Mob 07773723236 
 

Call now for a free 
 no obligation quotation 

 

www.charleshillgardenservices.co.uk   
Charles@charleshillgardenservices.co.uk 

The pub quiz 

 

So you think you are good at quizzes... 

 

Well here is your opportunity to have a go from the comfort 
of your favorite chair and win yourself not only a a meal for 

two at the Queens Head Long Marston but also a free team 

entry to the Tuesday night quiz which stats at 8pm. 

 

Q: Donald Duck’s middle name is Fauntelroy  

TRUE or FALSE 

 

Email your answer to qhlm@live.co.uk before 30th April 

2011. All correct answers will be entered into a draw and the 

winner will be notified shortly afterwards.  

Jon & Beckie Reeves 

  

The Queens Head 

38 Tring Road 

Long Marston 

Tring 

Hertfordshire 

HP23 4QL 

  

01296 668368 
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Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 
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LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING 

CLUB 
Victory Hall, Long Marston. 

 

Long established friendly club, catering for all 

dogs. Any age—puppy through to pensioner. 
 

Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme 

offered.    
Qualified instructors. 

01296 668752  or 01908 502272 
 

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk  

Home from home dog sit-

ting  
Give  your dog a lovely holiday in 10 

acres of beautiful countryside for a 

day or longer. They will be walked 

regularly and cared for like one of 

the family! 

A pre-visit is a must as I have 2 friendly dogs whom need to 

give their approval, sorry  we are unable to take small dogs. 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit please call 

Ruth on 01296 660445 

The World’s simplest 

mango sauce, ever. 
 
This sauce really is incredibly easy. There is even no diffi-

cult peeling of mangos involved. You can use it for all sorts 

of things. Why not try adding a dollop to porridge or pour it 

over ice cream or fruit? 

 

Ingredients  
 
1 tin of mangoes (Marks and Spencers in Tring sell them) 

1 lime 

 

Method 
 

Zest and juice the lime.  

Put the drained mangoes into a small blender. 

Add the lime zest and juice (to taste). 

Blend everything together for 30 seconds or so.  

Charities chosen for 2011 
Would you like to help? 
 

THE Mission Committee of the Tring Team Parish have met 

to consider the charities put forward by parish residents such 

as yourselves to fund raise for this year.  The Committee 

chose three charities, supporting people in the local area. 
 

Tricho-Rhino-Phalangeal Syndrome (TRPS) - a genetic 

disorder - will be supported in May and June 2011.  The 

small support group for TRPS needs our help for this very 

rare syndrome. 

 

Cure Parkinson’s Trust – will be supported in September 

and October 2011.  A Lace and Craft day has been booked 

for Saturday September 3rd at Bishopwood School.  For more 

information please contact Maggie Tigg  07989 570934. 

 

Ryder/Cheshire Volunteers (RCV) - a local branch arrang-

ing for volunteers to help disabled people get more out of life 

through learning and leisure activities. In January and Febru-

ary 2012 we will hold fund raising activities for this charity. 

 

If anybody wishes to be involved in this fund raising, please 

contact Pam Russell 01442 826533.  
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Supported by the  Puttenham Trust  

 

 

 
 

 

St. M ary’s ChurchSt. M ary’s ChurchSt. M ary’s ChurchSt. M ary’s Church     
    

EASTER SERVICES: 
Maundy Thursday: 21st April,   8.00 p.m. Holy Communion with hand/foot washing 
Good Friday:  22nd April. 1.30 p.m.  Raising of the Cross 
               2.00 p.m.  Service “Last hour at the  
        Cross”. 
Easter Day:  24th April 8.15 a.m.  Holy Communion 

Please Note:  We will NOT be having an Evensong Service on the 24th. 
      

THE FRIENDS OF ST.MARY’S CHURCH 

 

JUMBLE SALE 
 

SATURDAY, 9TH APRIL  -  2 p.m. 
CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM 

 
Jumble may be left at any time in the Hall porch, or by arrangement (Christine: 01296 
668337) preferably in the two weeks leading up to the “Jumble”.  As always, any offers 
of help for sorting during the week prior, or on the day, or clearing up afterwards, will be 
very much appreciated. 

REMINDER ! 
 

AGM – “Friends of Puttenham Church”            7 p.m. Mon. 4th April 

Vestry Meeting & AGM -  St.Mary’s Church     8 p.m. Mon. 4th April 

MAY – DAY  (Sunday, 1st May) 

 

St. Mary’s Churchyard – 6 a.m. !! 
 

That annual occasion when alarm clocks are set extra early for the 6 A.M start – singing-in the 1st 

May with madrigals from the top of St Mary’s tower, followed (at approx. 6.20 a.m.) by a full 

breakfast in Cecilia Hall.  As always, we welcome the Ridgeway Chorale who will take the early 

morning air on the top of the tower.  If you have never been before, get the experience. It is a 
Bank Holiday week-end – give it a try! 
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You know that feeling you get when you  are leaving the cin-

ema having just watched a truly inspiring film, that slightly 

disturbing impression of having experienced something which 

could influence and alter your life. 

 

As you leave, picking your way through the spilt popcorn and 

avoiding the drink cups, you mull over the story line, thinking 

how it so vividly portrayed the human condition, and you vow 

that you will live differently. The credits roll, the orchestra 

keeps the same rhythm as your stirring heart beat and you si-

lently start to compile a list of the changes you will make. 
 

By the time you have located your car in the multi-storey, ne-

gotiated the one way system, realised there's no milk for break-

fast and the games kit the children need for tomorrow is still in 

the washing machine  – well, by then the stuff of life takes over 

and the feeling has sadly faded. 

 

But something lives on. In thoughtful moments you continue to 

recall lines, picture scenes, you discover ways in which, al-

though it was set in a different place and time, that story im-

pacts on your life. The rational part of your brain tells you it 

wasn't real, just a story, a piece of art intended to stir emotion, 

but still, in quiet ways it does change you.  

 

Every year for me Easter is like experiencing a re-run of that 

inspirational film:  the same story, same characters, the same 

sound track, and it still has the same effect.  

 

Easter is a wonderful opportunity for thoughtful moments, a 

chance to remember that the Easter story is my story because I 

am part of the human race. I am part of what it means to live in 

a world where people oppress one another for power and greed, 

where goodness is viewed as weakness, where religion is dis-

torted for political gain, where friends betray one another and 

deny their friendship. I inhabit a body which can be tortured 

and ultimately killed. I live in a world of great sadness and de-
spair. 

 

I live too in a world of incredible beauty, of human courage, 

trust and honour. Where goodness is strength and religion 

brings wholeness and healing. I  enjoy friendships built on love 

and support, and I inhabit a body which can experience tender-

ness and delight. I live in world of great joy and hope. 

 

There are parts to the story which my rational brain struggles to 

accept without question, but as I picture the scenes and hear the 

lines, I see how that whole story of hope and promise impacts 

on my life and changes me. 

 

In that way I believe Jesus really is alive – Alleluia!  

May Ball! By Horticultural Correspondent  
 
What’s to do now the Panto is over? Our next big event 
is the much-anticipated May Ball, being staged at Ched-

dington Village Hall. Tickets, to include a champagne 
reception, full four course dinner and dancing to the 

John Jackson Band are generously priced at £40, but if 
you’re quick (unlike me round a dance floor!) there is a 
£5 discount available during March. In addition, tables 

of 8 or more get two free bottles of wine thrown into the 
bargain! 
 

You may well ask why a Long Marston & Puttenham 
event is taking place at Cheddington. The reason is that 
neither the Victory Hall in Long Marston nor the Cecilia 

Hall in Puttenham is big enough to cope with the Ball 
and the dinner, whilst the hall at Cheddington has a big 
ante-room, bar area and full size commercial kitchen, as 

well as a superb hall and stage, making it an ideal loca-
tion for the event.��
 

Whilst the evening provides a chance to dress up in 
black tie and posh frocks in a lovely setting, we do not 
take ourselves too seriously. In fact some of us make 

Anne Widdecome look good! If you do want to brush up 
on your Latin and ballroom though, there are dance 

classes at Wilstone on Sunday afternoons from 4-6 in the 

lead up to the Ball Ring Jenny on 01442 890655 
(evenings) for more details. 

 
If you have attended the May Ball in the past, you will 
know just what a superb event this is. If you haven’t, 

then now’s your chance to take part in what is, by gen-
eral consensus, a really great night, especially in the 
company of a bunch of like-minded friends! You don’t 

even have to worry about getting there and back, as we 
have arranged transport from the villages at a fraction of 
the cost of a taxi! 

 
Full details of the May Ball are on the Horti website 
(www.longmarston.org), but if you need information, or 

would like to book tickets, contact Vicky Hayes on 
01296 661586. 
 

In these days of hi-tech, getting information across to the 
general public comes in a variety of different ways. I am 

slowly catching up as you may be able to detect, and use 
the Internet to view what’s on locally. Both Long Mar-
ston and Wilstone have websites dedicated to this pur-

pose that are well worth having a look at. If you dare, 
www.longmarston.org has evidence of us actors trying 
to look ‘acceptable’ on stage in the panto, plus photos of 

the village show as well as articles on the latest plans, 
whilst www.wilstone.me.uk even has a link to the vil-
lage magazine! 
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�Parish Council news                      by Phil Buchi�

You can view and comment on planning applications at 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 
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Nominations for Parish Council 
 

THE Clerk to the Parish Council, Dawn Slade, has announced 

that nomination papers for election to the Parish Council must 

be with the Returning Officer by noon on Monday 4th April. 

Forms can be obtained from the Returning Officer, Dacorum 

Borough Council, Civic Centre, Hemel Hempstead, HP1 1HH. 

If there are more nominations than council places available, an 

election will be held on Thursday 5th May. 

 

WW2 memorial: 7th May 
 

All is set for the dedication of a memorial in Long Marston to 

the crew of a US Liberator bomber which crashed outside the 

village in 1945. (See feature in this edition.) There will be an 

official road closure of Station Road for three hours on Satur-

day 7th May from 11am to 2pm so that the ceremony on the 

green by the War Memorial can go ahead safely. Local police 

may be able to produce 1940’s uniforms for the occasion, they 

say. This is expected to be a big event, with veterans and their 

families attending from the USA, including perhaps a surviving 

crew member. The memorial and event are funded by private 

donations, and have been organised by Pitstone resident Chas 
Jellis. Villagers are invited to attend the dedication at 1pm.  

 

5,000 cyclists not coming to Long 

Marston 
 

We are sorry (perhaps) to report that 5,000 cyclists will not be 

whizzing past the Queen’s Head in the autumn because the 

organisers of ‘Cycletta’, a national cycle ride to encourage par-

ticipation, have changed the route! No doubt after inspecting 

the severe 90-degree turn from Cheddington Lane into Station 

Road, they have decided to skip us, and route the phalanx direct 

from Cheddington to Mentmore instead. Pity, but perhaps wise 

- though local bicycle repairers would have done good busi-

ness. 

 

Allotments mired down 
 

Cllr. Mike Tomlinson reported that Tring Charities were not 

being over-energetic in pursuing the Parish Council’s request to 

provide space for allotments in the field they own in Rosebarn 

Lane, Wilstone. The land there was previously used for allot-

ments, but has for some years been leased by a local farmer. In 

the meantime, the Council agreed to explore other options and 

will contact Herts County Council who also own land by the 

village. 

 

Lollypop lady lapsed 
 

The post of afternoon school crossing attendant outside Long 

Marston School has been dropped by Herts County Council 

after the lollypop lady resigned. As an economy measure HCC 

are not filling any posts which become vacant, so the job auto-

matically lapses. There will still be a school crossing attendant 

in the mornings, as this is a different post apparently.  

Mentmore Arts Festival  

28 - 30 May 2011  
   
Why not try your hand this year at the Mentmore Arts Festival 

Art Classes?  

This year three classes are being offered with professional artist 

tutors:  

• Water colour flower painting  

• Life drawing   

• Landscape painting in acrylics 

Materials will be provided and classes will run over 4 hours 

each day of the Festival. 

 

11am-1pm and 2-4pm each day.  

 

For any enquiries about availability and prices please contact;  

Caroline Tel: 01525 852741 or Mob: 07761 199520  

Your Parish Councillors are: 
Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311 

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257 

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977 

Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352 

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190 

Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282 

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716 

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662207 

 

The Clerk to the Council is: 

Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138 

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

 

The Village Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031 

 

Parish Council Website 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk 
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LEARN TO DRIVE WITH ROUND THE BEND 

DRIVING SCHOOL 
 

Are you interested in learning to drive?  As a fully qualified ADI I 
will help you to pass your driving test and to drive safely for life. 

Special offer - £15 per hour for the first 3 hours then just £23 per 
hour! 

Also able to offer lessons in motorway tuition, night driving, Pass-

plus and Advanced Driving. 
 

Patience and sense of humour guaranteed!! 
 

If you are interested please visit my website 
www.roundthebend-driving school.co.uk  

or call Brian on 01442 381549 or 07988 742385  

Licensed Private Hire 
 

Established 1984 
 

Alpine Cars 
 

(Formerly Cheddington Cars) 
 

Door to Door Service 
 

To Airports, Seaports, London 
 

To Book or for a Quote Call 
 

07836 272122 

All in a day’s shirk  
 

By Andy Ashwell 

 

Having been a househusband for a while now I am finding it an 

increasing struggle to fit everything into the day. Quite how I 

managed to hold down a full-time job and be a reasonable par-

ent I haven’t yet fathomed, but I think that it may be something 

to do with Parkinson’s Law – that’s the one about work ex-

panding to fill the time available. 

 

My mother got around this problem quite simply by marrying a 

man in the Colonial Service who took her to live in Nigeria 

where she was entitled to a gardener, a cook and a houseboy. 

As a result of this shrewdness she had plenty of time to look 

after her three children – or did the maid do that? I can’t re-

member. 

 

Having to do the tasks of all three (or four) of my mother’s 

servants I have noticed one thing in particular: the amount of 

washing and ironing seems to have increased over and above 

anything that Mr Parkinson ever foresaw. There are only three 

of us in our household, but with Florence spilling food over 
virtually everything that she wears, the laundry basket is al-

ways overflowing. 

 

We moved back to England when I was five so my mother’s 

laundry pile must have been significantly larger than ours – or 

so you might think. But it wasn’t. In fact, it didn’t contain any 

children’s clothes at all. That’s because her ingenious, if rather 

expensive, solution to the problem was to ship her three kids 

straight off to boarding school. 

 

My school’s answer to the laundry issue was even simpler (and 

cheaper) than my mother’s: they just didn’t do any – or what 

they did do was the absolute bare minimum. For example, it 

was considered quite normal to wear the same underwear and 

shirt for a whole week and shorts and jumper for a fortnight – 

whether they were dirty or not!  

 

One term a friend and I had a competition to see who could 

wear the same pair of socks for the longest. If you don’t already 

know (and why would you?), socks, after a few days of wear-

ing, harden to the shape of your foot when they dry out. So 

each morning I would have to ‘break-in’ my socks. This in-

volved hobbling around for an hour or so whilst the new sweat 

softened the old into something relatively comfortable.  

 

My sports kit was even worse because it appeared to be off the 

laundry radar altogether. It was not unusual for rugby kit to 

remain unwashed for weeks, and breaking-in mud-encrusted 

rugby socks was even more painful than merely sweat-laden 

normal socks.  

 

But it wasn’t only our clothes that evaded regular washing; it 

was our bodies too. Instead of proper baths we had ‘knee-
baths’. The ‘knee-bath’ was an ingenious way of getting 120 

dirty boys ‘washed’ and ready for bed in under an hour using 

just six bathfuls of water. It involved sitting on the edge of the 

bath in underpants with five or six other boys and then washing 

your legs as far up as your knees – a pioneering eco-friendly 

school, perhaps? I doubt it! 

 

There were also about 20 sinks in the bathroom where we 

cleaned our teeth and washed our faces. The bits between our 

knees and faces had to wait until we played rugby before they 

got a wash. This was because after rugby we were all forced to 

take a bath. Not in a normal bath, but in a huge communal tub 

which was about three metres square by half a metre deep. Un-

fortunately, one tubful of water had to make do for the whole 

school. So if you were lucky enough to get in early, then the 

water was sometimes warm and relatively clean; if you were 

last then it was guaranteed to be cold and muddy – or worse. 

 

And it did get worse because during the school holidays the 

headmaster used to let a local farmer graze his cows on the 

sports field, so for the first few weeks of each new term the 

rugby pitches were strewn with cowpats.  Dodging them be-

came an art-form, but all too often an untimely tackle would 
send you sliding headfirst into one of the mouldering mounds 

of manure. In these instances, in a vain attempt to keep the 

bathwater clean, you were made to rinse off the bulk of the 

muck using freezing water from the outside tap. 

 

Hopefully I won’t have any cowpat-ridden clothes to worry 

about in the future, but even if I do I don’t think Florence’s 

sports kit will be allowed to fester for half a term in her kitbag. 

But in the unlikely event that it does, then I might just take it 

round to my mother to show her exactly what she missed. 
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26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL 

Discounts for early booking 
 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are  

enjoying theirs. 

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise  

paddocks. Personal attention at all times.  

Inspection welcome. 

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on 

(01296) 681306 
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ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage) 

‘MAN WITH A VAN’ 
 • TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT 

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE 

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS 

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME 

• ESTABLISHED 2000 

FAST,  RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK 
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE 

Telephone:  01296 427182 
Mobile: 07770 237745 
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Chris Griffiths 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
 

Domestic, Commercial  
& Industrial 

 

For ALL your Electrical Requirements 
No job too small 

 

Telephone 01296 668257 
Mobile 07768 222127 

 

 

Do you want a local reliable  
 

PLUMBER 
 

that you can trust? 
 

Installation of bathrooms 
kitchens, washing machines 

taps, radiators, towels rails etc. 
 

Call John Byrom  
in Pitstone 

07860 340 130 

 
www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk 
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 MONDAY 4th APRIL  
7p.m. AGM  

“The Friends of St.Mary’s Church”.  
  

Please support “The Friends”.  If you are a mem-
ber of St.Mary’s electoral roll, you are automati-
cally a member, but if not, £5 per year will secure 
your membership. “The Friends” raise funds for the 
repair and maintenance of the fabric of St.Mary’s 
Church and Cecilia Hall via donations and events 
throughout the year. 

 
8p.m.  AGM  

St.Mary’s Church DCC & Election of 

Churchwardens 
 

All members of St.Mary’s Electoral Roll. 

(Churchwarden election open to all)   

Summer of 1940 in Long Marston 
by Eunice Hall 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Long Marston cricket club on their 

half-century at Marlins. When I was a child, Marlins was one 

of several areas of allotments in Long Marston, but by the early 

1960s times had changed and people were no longer urged to 

“Dig for Victory” as they had been during WW2. 

 

In the Long Marston School’s “Scoop” magazine for the sum-

mer term 1940, the headmaster, Mr Gordon Savage, wrote: 

“Dig for Victory is an interesting and remunerating spare time 

occupation. Many of our London visitors are already keen gar-

deners and can dig a piece of ground that would not disgrace an 

adult allotment holder. With half an acre now planted, we feel 

we are pulling our weight in no uncertain measure in the pro-

ducing of Home Food Supplies.” I am told that the school gar-

den was behind Long Marston vicarage, which was demolished 

for the building of Church View. An advertisement on the back 
cover of Scoop magazine announces that the school garden of 

half an acre will have large quantities of produce for disposal 

(presumably for sale!) 

 

According to Freda Gower of Fleet Road School, writing news 

of the evacuees, in the summer of 1940 there were 30 evacuees 

left in Long Marston. Many had gone home. One girl was sup-

posed to have gone home, but her mother took her to Aylesbury 

instead! Gardening was not the only activity enjoyed be these 

wartime schoolchildren. One Friday in June 1940 Long Mar-

ston School played a cricket match against Wingrave, and won. 

 

Red Nose Day! 
We managed to raise £253.90 at our Red Nose Day coffee 

morning and would like to thank everyone that supported it. 

Our local cake ladies donated cakes and we (P.E. Mead and 

Sons) donated the tea and coffee. Thankyou.  Jenny Mead  
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GARDEN CLEARANCE, 

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING, HEDGE 

CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 
AND MUCH MORE. 

 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  
DONE WELL, CONTACT 

Mark Lee  
01296 668310 or 07914 355180 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with ���
��������	� Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping, 
Nails and Ears.  Weekend appointments  
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower  
ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  

cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 
 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856 

������	
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING � HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING � LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL � MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

 A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around: 

Long Marston � Berkhamsted � Felden � Tring � Chesham � Mentmore . 

Wendover � Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome. 

 

 Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 
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For Oil–Fired Boilers & Cast Iron Range Cookers 
OIL TANK INSTALLATION 

Tel/Fax: 01844 299200 

 

SERVICE & BREAKDOWN REPAIR 

Chiropodist 
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA 

HPC Registered 

Member of the British Chiropody 

and Podiatry Association 
For a home visit, telephone 07969 

741792  

or 01296 630189  
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Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222 

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’) 

PC Stephen Hunneysett          0845 33 00 222 

PCSO Thomas Montgomery  0845 33 00 222 

 

Fly-tipping reports 

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858 
Call the police if you see a crime being committed. 
 
Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 

Christine Rutter  01296 668337 

Beavers 

Jo Woodbridge  01442 891444 

Brownies 

Claire Fordham   01296 668088   

Cubs 

Tony Short  01442 823096 

Guides 

Sheila Hill  01442 823463 

Scouts 

David Colvin  01442 381544 

Horticultural Society 

John Kaye  01296 662975 

Wilstone St. Cross: 
Vicar 
Rev’d Joanne Wetherall             01442 851200 

Churchwarden 
Andrew Minter  01442 823605 

Puttenham St Mary’s: 

Rector  
Rev'd Huw Bellis                       01442 822170 

Churchwardens�
Christine Rutter  01296 668337 

John Barron  01296 631351 

Long Marston All Saints 

Clergy 
Rev’d Jane Banister              01442 822170 

Keyholder 
Carole Harrison                      01296 668526            
Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

Dawn Slade                             01442 824138 

Village Warden 

Colin Reedman                        01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 

Hall hire: Mags Severs            01296 661021  

Long Marston Cricket Club 

Paul Dumpleton   01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Vicky Hayes                         01296 661586 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Vicky Hayes                         01296 661586 

Long Marston Tennis Club 

Margaret Kelland  01296 668314 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman  01296 668054 

Long Marston School                 01296 668386 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke                                 020 7219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call:  01923 771781 

Pet Dog Training 

Claudia Cox 01296 668752 

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 
Whitchurch Morris Men 

Nigel Cox                                     01494 481478 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole  01442 828272  

Women’s Institute 

Lynn Foster  01296 662466 

 
 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: 
Carole Harrison,  01296 668526. 

Village News  

Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,  
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,  
Startops End. 
 

Your editor for April will be: 
Colin Davenport 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

 

Advertising enquiries: 

Graham Thorpe 

01442 822923 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

 

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is: 

Wednesday 20th April 2011.  
 

You can read Village News on line at:  

   

www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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THE FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S CHURCH 
 

JUMBLE SALE 
SATURDAY, 9TH APRIL  2.30 p.m. 

CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM 
 

Yes, that time has come round again! 
Jumble may be left at any time in the Hall porch, or by arrangement (Christine: 01296 668337) preferably 

in the two weeks leading up to the “Jumble”.  As always, any offers of help for sorting during the week 

prior, or on the day, or clearing up afterwards, will be very much appreciated. 

Formal opening of the Tring 

Local History Museum 
 

by Janet Painter, Tring Local History Museum Curator  

 

Sunday 13 March saw the official opening of the Tring Local 

History Museum, 17 years after the Tring & District Local 

History & Museum Society was set up by Tring Town Coun-

cil with the aim of getting a museum started. The event was 

attended by over 80 invited guests, including the mayors of 

both Tring and Dacorum, the Deputy Lieutenant of Hertford-

shire, our local MP, a representative of the Heritage Lottery 

Fund, and many individuals who had contributed in many 

different ways towards achieving this long-awaited and hard 

worked for goal. In particular, a very special welcome was 

made to Lord Rothschild, who kindly agreed to attend and 

take part in the opening ceremony. 

 

The ribbon across the outer doors was cut by Tring Mayor 

Roxanne Ransley, and Lord Rothschild ceremoniously un-
veiled an engraved brass plaque to commemorate the event. 

The special guests toured the Museum, then the formal event 

was followed by an 

excellent buffet 

lunch in the Tring 

Auction rooms. 

 

Since its inaugura-

tion in 1994, the 

Society grew stead-

ily in numbers, and 

covers the parishes 

of Tring, Aldbury, 

Tring Rural (including the villages of Long Marston, Wilstone 

and Puttenham) and Wiggington. It is entirely voluntary, and 

obtained charitable status in 1996. It began to collect historic 

items which were stored in the Dacorum Heritage Trust store 

in Berkhamsted until such time when they could be properly 

displayed in the town’s own museum. After several possible 

premises were rejected, in 2005 the former office of Tring’s 

cattle market became available. Built in 1893 by Tring Park 

Estate and designed by William Huckvale, it now belongs to 

the Town Council, which agreed to sign a 20-year lease with 
the Society. 

 

An application was made to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a 

modest scheme which depended on finance from a third party. 

This could not be obtained, so a new, more radical plan was 

drawn up to restore the building fully, and a further applica-

tion made for lottery funding with the Town Council as formal 

partners. This was successful and work was started in 2008 

when volunteers stripped out the old interior before the con-

tractors started work to refurbish the building and restore the 

frontage to its original appearance. 

 

Volunteers, advised by consultants, prepared the content of 

the museum, and a museum designer gave his time to design 

the interior. Artefacts were brought out of the Store under the 

supervision of the DHT curators, and The Museum finally 

opened to the public on 24th September 2010. 

The museum is open on Fridays and Saturdays from 10 am to 

4 pm. It is stewarded by volunteers and there is no admission 

fee. School and other parties are welcome by appointment. 

Topics include archaeology, Domesday, the medieval Tring 

Tiles, straw plait, the Industrial Revolution, the Rothschild era 

and two world wars. For children, there is dressing up, an 

“archaeological dig” and large sized jigsaws. Do drop in if 

you have not yet done so - you will not be disappointed. 

 

 

Lord Rothchild and Mayor Roxanne Ransley 
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AWJW SERVICES 
All Garden Work Carried Out 

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses 
Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing  

All Types of Fencing and  
Gates Supplied and Erected 

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping  
& Harrowing  

Grass cutting - domestic, public,  
commercial areas 

 

Alan Winfield  
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,  

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP. 

 

Tel: 01296-668977   
Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333 

 

 
Fully Insured.  

Established Over 20 Years. 

New Inquiries Welcome. 

HELP FOR HEROES 
 

 

 
ON THURSDAY 14th APRIL 2011 

 

THERE WILL BE A BRING AND BUY SALE 

FOR THE ABOVE  CHARITY 

AT KINGFISHERS, SANDBROOK LANE, 
WILSTONE 

FROM 10.AM UNTIL 4 P.M. 
 

Please come along to have some tea/coffee cake and chat, 

at the same time supporting our brave soldiers. 

 

Also there will be the opportunity to admire and buy if 

you wish beautiful handmade jewellery, a percentage of 

sales will be donated to Help for Heroes. 

Please call Irene McCall on 01442 825529 if you have any 

enquiries. 

International relations 
The agricultural story line by David Mead 

 
I MUST start with an apology. We are halfway through lamb-

ing. It was nearly 2am last night before head hit pillow, so my 
writing might go off the end of the page. The ewes have made 

an encouraging start. There are ten living ‘threes’ in the first 36 

ewes. Only one set needed some topping up. I suppose two per 

ewe is ideal; with three lambs one tends to get short measure. 

 

Simon and Jenny attended an international food and catering 

equipment fair at Excel, in Docklands, East London. On the 

first of four days there was a lot interest in the rapeseed oil - 

from China, Thailand, Iran and others. Simon is looking for a 

rep. to cover Iran and others. That could be interesting. Super-

markets, Selfridges and Fortnum and Mason were among the 

home country enquiries. A delivery has already been made to a 

big store in High Wycombe. It is amazing the different interests 

there are in the food industry: clothing, cooking utensils, first 

aid (!) etc. There were also reps selling space for future exhibi-

tions.  Simon and Jenny came home with a lot of contacts to be 

followed up. 

 

Tim, our N.Z. man, scored tries to help Tring rugby club to an 

important victory at Bishop Stortford.  I believe that was the 

first time Tring has managed a victory there. I reckon he’s the 

right man to catch some of these ewes.  A determined mother 

takes some stopping.  Teresa remembers a sheep tale. The ram 
was scratching his back on the under side of a straw trailer; it 

was the perfect height to reach the right spot.  One day ram 

goes to trailer for his daily scratch, something wrong, trailer too 

high. The ram didn’t recognise the different, taller, trailer.  He 

took four paces back and gave the wheel several good dashes. 

 

The field on the corner of the Wilstone Tring Road and the 

Wingrave Road (near Dixon’s Gap bridge) was part of Gubble-

cote Farm.  I believe I can just remember a load of sheaves 

coming out on to the road to go back to the farm yard.  After 

the outbreak of the war the field was requisitioned, and as part 

of the Cheddington airfield a number of Nissan huts were 

erected with coal yard and water tower.  After the war the site 

returned to the farm.  For a short while Roy Waldock kept 

some pigs there.  Two Nissan huts were taken down and re-

erected as tractor sheds.  It seems extraordinary that the hut at 
Wilstone Great Farm held a workbench, three tractors and a 

combine harvester.  Wilstone football team considered level-

ling the site and forming a football pitch.  Francis Coales, corn 

merchants from Hastoe put a building up and traded there and 

then Dalgety put in an office block and continued as suppliers 

of animal feeds.  Scorpion, the bathroom fittings wholesale 

suppliers were the last trading folk as far as I know.  It’s amaz-

ing how quickly nature takes over.  It is amazing how quickly 

humans can form a level field whether for crops or houses or 

whatever.  

 

Cavity walls - are they worth the effort? Two men with ma-

chines pumped the insulation into this house and we both think 

it is warmer, particularly on the north side.  Rothschilds, who 

built this house in 1870s were one of the first to build houses 

with this insulating feature.  There are stores of bricklayers 

being very sceptical; some houses had the cavity partially filled 

with cement, causing rising damp.  Only the ground floor has a 

cavity in this house and because of my vast age I’m certainly 

not complaining of the arrangement.  

 

I’d better do the rounds of the ward; a bottle of milk here, a 

bucket of water there.  
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Wilstone film nights: Invictus  
(Director -  Clint Eastwood) 
 

The poem which gave 
the film its title 
 

by Peter Walker 
 

AS Invictus was the last film we have shown this season, I 

thought that those of you who saw the film might like to read 

the poem which gave the film its name. Written in 1875 by 

Ernest Henley, who according to his great friend Robert 

Louis Stevenson was: “...a great, glowing, massive-

shouldered fellow with a big red beard and a crutch (the result 

of an amputation from tuberculosis); jovial, astoundingly 

clever, and with a laugh that rolled like music. He had an 

unimaginable fire and vitality; he swept one off one's feet”. In 

a letter to Henley after the publication of Treasure Is-
land Stevenson wrote: “I will now make a confession. It was 

the sight of your maimed strength and masterfulness that be-

got Long John Silver... the idea of the maimed man, ruling 

and dreaded by the sound, was entirely taken from you”. 

 

While incarcerated on Robben Island prison, Nelson Mandela 

recited Invictus to other prisoners and was empowered by its 

message of self mastery. This is the poem. 
 

INVICTUS  by William Ernest Henley (1849 - 1903)  
 

Out of the night that covers me, 

Black as the pit from pole to pole, 

I thank whatever gods may be 

For my unconquerable soul. 

In the fell clutch of circumstance 

I have not winced nor cried aloud. 

Under the bludgeoning of chance 

My head is bloody, but unbowed. 

Beyond this place of wrath and tears 

Looms but the horror of the shade, 

And yet the menace of the years 

Finds, and shall find, me unafraid. 

It matters not how strait the gate, 

How charged with punishments the scroll, 

I am the master of my fate: 
I am the captain of my soul.  

 

CHILTERN CHIMNEYS 
Local Professional Clean Efficient  

CHIMNEY SWEEP & STOVE INSTALLATION / SERVICE 
��������	��
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����������
����
��	����

Chimney Pots and Cowls Fitted – Firebacks Replaced 
Member of the Institute of Chim-

ney Sweeps 

  

 WOODBURNERS 

FITTED AND SERVICED 

 

Call Steve Jackson on 

Tring (01442) 890041 

07947 757309 

What’s on at Mentmore  
 

NEW & NEARLY NEW DESIGNER  
FASHION AND ACCESSORIES SALE  

Thursday 7th April  6pm - 9pm 
To be held at Mentmore village hall. Tickets in advance £5 

(glass of wine included). For tickets or collection of dona-

tions please call Sue 01525 372757 or Diane 01296 661141.   
 

 
PLANT SALE MENTMORE GREEN  

Sunday 17 April 12- 4pm 
Mentmore Village Green and in the Mentmore Village hall   

There will be a local plant stall (all contributions gratefully 

accepted). Several specialist nurseries will be taking part. 

The event will include a barbeque, teas, cakes and refresh-

ments. Please call 07707 218719.  

William Ernest 

Henley  

(1849 - 1903) 

Stolen car   by Vic and Chris Spratt 

 

OUT for a nice quiet walk with the dog on a brilliant sunny 

Saturday we most unexpectedly came to a road block in Wa-

tery Lane, with police in attendance and a car recovery vehi-

cle with flashing lights picking up a Citroen car. We were 

informed the car had been stolen and then abandoned. Keys 

had been left in the stolen vehicle; this pleased the driver of 

the recovery vehicle because he was able to drive it onto his 

trailer.  

 

The car was loaded onto the recovery vehicle and taken away. 

The police vehicle also left after the form filling had been 

completed and Watery Lane was back to its quiet normal 
peacefulness. Our walk continued in the pleasant sunshine 

without further incident. 

 

 

Left:Does anyone recognise the car from the photograph?  
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Splash 
One of the geese on the pond at Great Farm, 

enjoying the water and the sunshine.  
 (Picture: John Painter.) 

Pancake day! Shrovetide at St Cross. 

Supported by the Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society 


