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Cabaret Club performs, er... ‘Cabaret’
by our arts correspondent

CABARET meant ‘Cabaret’ this year as the 

Wilstone Showgirls performed numbers from 

the hit show ‘Cabaret’ to open the 2011 ver-

sion of Maggie’s (Christmas) Cabaret Club 

staged by Wilstone village hall committee. 

The Showgirls - always a big hit with club 

members - excelled themselves with a bril-

liant display in breathtaking costumes (Yes, I 

heard the intake of breath. Ed.) and a flam-

boyant multi-lingual introduction acted flam-

boyantly by the genu-

inely multi-lingual 

Yusuf Hassan. All 

those rehearsals with 

lightly clad ladies; 

there must have been 

a queue for his part. 

A packed house saw 

a terrific cabaret eve-

ning produced by 

Maggie Buchi and compared by Peter 

Walker. The 

mini-play 

(written by 

the same 

Peter 

Walker) -

this year 

“The Vicar 

of Didley” -

transformed 

the village 

hall stage into, well, a village hall stage, and 

teased some good comic performances from 

the cast. New signing Rev’d Jo Wetherall 

proved to be a valuable addition with her 

uncannily 

realistic por-

trayal of 

verger Alice. 

Musical acts 

included 

three mem-

bers of the 

‘Rat Pack,’ a 

lilting Hawai-

ian trio and a 

moving performance from special guest 

Bono which won cheers from the audience. 

By popular demand The Wilstonettes ap-

peared again this year and enjoyed another 

hit with their colourful Christmas number. 

The Showgirls closing scene, again from 

‘Cabaret’, was an artistic tableau indeed and 

a classy end to an impressive evening’s en-

tertainment. I’m not sure about that Santa 

Claus though. He sounded a bit like an agri-

cultural corre-

spondent of our 

acquaintance. 

(Pictures by John 

Painter) 

Wow! An impressive line-up of Wilstone 

Showgirls for ‘Cabaret’.

A multi-lingual and 

brightly waistcoated 

‘wilkommen’ pre-

ceded the Showgirls.

Super cool Rat Pack trio: 

Frank, Dean and Sammy.

Colourful Christmas musical style from 

The Wilstonettes.

Delightful Hawaiian scene 

from Katy Evers.

Yes, its Bono. First time at Wilstone village 

hall.
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Friday February 24th

Based on the book by David Nichols
Starring Anne Hathaway and Jim Sturgess

Emma is a working-class girl of principle and ambition who dreams of making the world a 
better place. Dexter is a wealthy charmer who dreams that the world will be his play-
ground. For the next two decades, key moments of their relationship are experienced 
over several July 15ths in their lives. Together and apart, we see Dex and Em through 
their friendship and fights, hopes and missed opportunities, laughter and tears. Some-
where along their journey, these two people realise that what they are searching and hop-
ing for has been there for them all along. As the true meaning of that one day back in 
1988 is revealed, they come to terms with the nature of love and life itself.  

The King’s Speech 

Friday, February 24th, 2012
TICKETS £6

Available now from Wilstone Village Store & Meads Farm Shop
       Film starts at 8pm.  Licenced bar opens at 7.15pm
Please note our last film night of the season: Friday March 23rd

One DayOne Day 
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St Mary’s Puttenham

St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston

You are most welcome to join us at any of the services.

5 February

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

4.00pm St Cross Messy Church

6.00pm St Cross Evening Prayer

6 February (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

12 February
8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

19 February

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion

20 February (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

22 February Ash Wednesday
10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

26 February

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

and Sunday Club

3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong

Village News Church services

Deadline for items for our next issue 

(December) is Thursday 17 November 2011.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local, 

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.  

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.

Editor this month: Colin  Davenport

Advertising Manager

Graham Thorpe: 01442 822923

Email: villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Editorial Team 

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, Fran Flowerdew, 

John McCall, Colin Moore, Harriet Rogers.

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Post:       3 Ravens Court, Long Marston, HP23 4AN.  

Phone:    Phil Buchi: 01296 661339

Distribution Manager & Secretary

Carole Harrison 01296 668526

Finance Manager & Treasurer

John Harrison 01296 668526

 WELCOME to the first edition for 2012 of the Village 

News and a very full edition it is too, so much so that sev-

eral articles have had to be left over to the next edition 

including the Village View.

The Wilstone allotments seem to be progressing well with 

much hard work being put in by the supporters and most of 

the plots spoken for, (See page 9) They will soon be chal-

lenging the Meads!

The Tring Rural Parish Council meetings for both Decem-

ber and January are reported in this issue as well as spon-

soring a full page advertisement for Neighbourhood 

Watch. It is in all our interests to be party to this.

Keep those items coming in, it is encouraging for the edi-

tors to be able to produce a full edition every time.

Colin Davenport
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What’s on... 
Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 15th February-Cecelia Hall, Puttenham 

Wednesday 21st March - Wilstone village hall.

Times for mobile library Route 72

Thursdays, fortnightly:  February 9th, 23rd, March 1st.

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.00 to 11.20

Wilstone  (The Half Moon) 11.25 to 11.55

Astrope  (Astrope Lane) 12.50 to 13.15

Puttenham (Church Lane) 13.20 to 13.45

Long Marston (Queen’s Head)                 14.00 to 15.15

Wilstone village shop opening hours are:
Monday to Saturday: 7.30am to 1.00pm

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon.

.

Saturday 4 February

Tambourine Jerk at Wilstone Village Hall - 7.45pm to 11pm

Saturday 4 February

Tring Rural Big Tidy up - 10am to 12noon

Thursday 16 - Saturday 18 February
Pantomime LM Victory Hall   see page 31

Saturday  18 February

LMCC  Race Nite . 7.30 Marlins

Tuesday 28 February

2 – 3pm All Saints Social Afternoon

Saturday 3 March
Pie and Jazz Lunch—Cecilia Hall 12.30pm

Tuesday 27 March

2 – 3pm All Saints Social Afternoon

Friday 30 March

LMCC Quiz Nite . 7.30 Marlins

Tuesday 24 April

2 – 3pm All Saints Social Afternoon

Saturday 28April

Jumble Sale-Cecilia Hall 2pm

Sunday 10 June

Wilstone village fete

Saturday 4 August

Horti show Long Marston

Sunday 12 August

St.Mary’s Patronal Festival

Saturday 29 September

Jumble Sale-Cecilia Hall 2pm

Saturday 13 October

October Supper with John Bly

Your local event details can be included here for free. Just 

email details to the editor. See page 3.

Tring Rural’s Big 

Tidy up – Saturday 

4th February 2012

OUR annual Parish litter pick will take place on 

Saturday 4th February 2012, from 10am-12, 

weather permitting.  Please dress warmly and come 

along to Wilstone or Long Marston village hall and 

pick up your tabards, bags and litter pickers and 

help us beat last year’s total of 36 bags!

Once again, our event has been registered with 

‘The Big Tidy Up’ national campaign, so the num-

ber of bags we manage to collect can be added to 

the ‘tidy up-ometer’ on their website: 

www.thebigtidyup.org

Please put this date in your diary and contact Abby 

Fermont on 01442 825352 if you would like fur-

ther details.
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Read Village News on line at:   
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Keep up with Long Marston Cricket Club progress and 

events by visiting   www.lmcc.org.uk 

DIARY FOR JANUARY, FEBRUARY AND MARCH

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

ST.CROSS will be holding several celebrations during the 

next few months and, as usual, most of them will be accompa-

nied by refreshments.

Tuesday 31st January at 10am.  Light up the doom and 

gloom of winter at our service of celebration for Candlemas, 

with candles to light the church, and also for personal use on 

the Votive Candle stand.

Tuesday 21st February at 10.30.   At the coffee morning we 

will be constructing a ‘boat’, using a large box from Tescos, 

which we hope to fill during Lent with 40 items suitable for 

the Dens project. Dens stands for Dacorum Emergency Night 

Shelter, and the church of St. Peter and St. Paul in Tring is 

now the local collecting point for this charity, which sadly is 

seeing an increasing demand for it’s services.

Tuesday 28th February at 10am.  The monthly Tuesday ser-

vice will include ‘launching’ the boat, and starting to fill it 

with items for Dens. Rather than the traditional approach of 

‘giving something up’ for Lent, St. Cross is ‘giving something 

to someone else’, a more positive and beneficial interpretation 

of Lent. Maintaining the Tring Team tradition, sausages and 

pancakes will be served after the service as part of the weekly 

coffee morning.

Wednesday 7th March at 12noon-2pm.  The annual Lent 

Lunch will be held in Wilstone Village Hall; a frugal lunch of 

soup, bread and cheese, plus tea/coffee to remember all those 

people across the world who have very little, if anything, to 

eat. There is no charge for the lunch, but donations for Chris-

tian Aid would be very much appreciated.

Sunday 18th March at 10am.   A special service, with bap-

tism, on Mothering Sunday.

We look forward to welcoming you to St. Cross.

Long Marston and Puttenham WI 
THE first WI meeting to be held this year will be on Tuesday 

21 February (a week later than usual this month because of the 

pantomime).  Our speaker is Rusty Goffe, a dwarf actor, who 

will be entertaining us with stories of his very interesting life.  

Rusty has appeared in many films, from ‘Charlie and The 

Chocolate Factory’ to ‘Harry Potter’.  He has been on stage, 

television and has performed at two ‘Royal Command Per-

formances’.  It looks like being a very interesting evening!

This is an ‘Open Meeting’ which means that visitors are wel-

come; the cost is £3 which includes refreshments.  Please join 

us at 8pm in Long Marston Village Hall.

The WI meets each month.  In addition we have a walking 

group who meet twice a month and we also hold craft eve-

nings.  

Coming up later this year we have a demonstration of hand-

made bobbin lace, a visit to Waterperry Gardens and a talk on 

fabrics, fashion and furniture through the ages.  Something for 

everyone!  If you are interested, please come along and see 

what happens at The WI.

Tuesday 21 February - WI - a talk from Rusty Goffe a dwarf 

actor

8pm at Long Marston Village Hall - £3 to include refresh-

ments.

Tuesday 13 March - WI - a talk 'Country Superstitions'

8pm at Long Marston Village Hall - £3 to include refresh-

ments.

Tuesday 10 April - WI - A demonstration of handmade bobbin 

lace

8pm at Long Marston Village Hall - £3 to include refresh-

ments.

Tuesday 12th June 2012 1330hrs

Minor Counties Over 60's championship.

Herts over 60's v Berkshire over 60's

Marlins

Sun 8th, Mon 9th, Tues 10th July 2012 1100hrs

Minor Counties Championship

Herts v Suffolk

Marlins

Thurs 26th July 2012 12.00 hrs

ECB Trophy

MCC Unicorns A v Derbyshire 2nd XI

Marlins

Friday 27th July 2012 12.00 hrs

ECB Trophy

MCC Unicorns A v Warwickshire 2nd XI

Marlins

ST. CROSS WILSTONE



Village News

Page 6 Februar y 2012

Mad Summer Ball: 
astonishing final result
£130,000 handed over to two ser-
vice charities by Jane Murrell

IT is with great pleasure we can now tell you how much the 

Mad Summer Ball 2011 raised and handed over to the service 

men and women who put their life on the line for us all.  After 

all the accounts were completed we were able to hand over 2 

cheques to the charities.  We gave a lot of thought as to how 

we were to divide the money raised, and it was put to a vote at 

the committee.  The committee took into account the knowl-

edge that the ‘Help for Heroes’ charity had 64 fund-raising 

events on the same day as the Mad Summer Ball while the 

‘Care for Casualties’ charity had only our event.  So we de-

cided to give ‘Care for Casualties’ a greater share of the total 

raised.  

It was with great pride and satisfaction we visited the John 

Howard Barracks to hand over a cheque for £90,000 to the 

Regimental Casualty Officer, Lt Col Mike Smith.  It was ex-

plained to us all on that evening that as soon as any Rifleman 

is injured Lt Col Mike Smith is informed and is ready to meet 

them and their family on arrival at the hospital in Birmingham. 

There he explains what the ‘Care for Casualties’ charity can 

offer them. That could be anything from medical care after 

hospital discharge, counselling helping family of bereaved, to 

hand bikes so they can help to raise more money for the char-

ity.  Another two Riflemen were killed in action in the week 

before the cheque hand-over. We know that for everyone 

killed, another five could have life-changing injuries. 

So now to hand over a cheque for £40,000 to ‘Help for He-

roes’.  On 22nd December, in the Rose and Crown pub, Win-

grave, the cheque was handed over to Squadron Leader Steve 

Smith.  Steve is in charge of Buckinghamshire area for ‘Help 

for Heroes’.  At one of our earliest committee meetings he had 

told us of their work, and we were all in no doubt that we were 

right to raise money for them.  Steve was very pleased to tell 

us that the cheque for £40,000 brought the Buckinghamshire 

total to one million pounds raised. This is something that we 

can all be proud of. 

Never in our wildest dreams during the two years of planning, 

letter writing, ticket selling, and even table planning, did we 

dream we would raise so much!  Thank you for your tremen-

dous support! Both the charities will continue to need our sup-

port for a very long time to come and for long after the current 

conflicts end. Whether or not there will be a Mad 3 in 2013 

remains to be seen, but you may be sure that we will give it a 

great deal of thought and will keep the parishes up to date with 

developments.  One of our committee members is climbing 

Kilimanjaro in March and would be grateful for any sponsor-

ship, large or small, as it all is going to ‘Help for Heroes’. Just 

go to www.bmycharity.com/helenbarton.   

No 64 Easy

Sudoku Corner     by Colin Moore

This is  very easy to start the new year with so I don't really 
need to give any hints. Good Luckl      Solution on page21

Not only windows doors and conservatories, but 
block paved driveways, flat roofs, maintenance 
free roofline products and much much more……

Your local consultant - Jon Campbell-Walker
Tel: 07770 43 10 43

Russian, German & Serbian spoken
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AWJW SERVICES
All Garden Work Carried Out

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses

Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing 

All Types of Fencing and 

Gates Supplied and Erected

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping 

& Harrowing 

Grass cutting - domestic, public, 

commercial areas

Alan Winfield 
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane, 

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP.

Tel: 01296 668977  

Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333

Fully Insured. 

Established Over 20 Years.

New inquiries welcome.

PAINTING & DECORATING
SUPERIOR STANDARD  

 
ESTABLISHED & TRUSTED 

LOCALLY FOR OVER 18 YEARS

MARTIN J KEABLE 

 
Call 01296 660354 or 07855 154717

martinj.keable@virgin.net

Parish council promote new 

Neighbourhood Watch

A CAMPAIGN to revitalise Neighbourhood Watch schemes 

in the villages has been launched by Tring Rural Parish Coun-

cil in partnership with Herts Police. A full page has been taken 

in Village News to encourage villagers to sign up for the new 

version of this long established community safety programme 

which is now available on line. Previously Neighbourhood 

Watch had relied on street by street schemes, each with an 

organiser who put leaflets through letterboxes. Coverage in 

this area was very patchy which limited its effectiveness. Now 

email and the internet make access to information almost in-

stant, so Herts Police have provided on-line access to all indi-

viduals who sign up. There will still be local co-ordinators to 

promote and organise local Watches and more volunteers are 

needed for these roles too. Cllr. Mike Tomlinson, Chairman of 

the parish council, said that the intention was to spread 

Neighbourhood Watch across the parish so that it could be an 

effective community safety scheme. For more information see 

the announcement from TRPC and Herts Police in this edition 

of Village News on page 22.

Village spirit at Christmas

A NEW event in the village calendar this year provided a 

pleasant pre-Christmas diversion on a damp December after-

noon.  The “Village Spirit” traditional afternoon tea and craft 

fair at Long Marston village hall on Monday 19th December 

attracted a good selection of craft stalls selling jewellery, toys, 

needlework, art, cards and gifts, as well as games and a raffle. 

A special visitor was Mrs Tina Puwar, previously of Long 

Marston post office, who has now completed a course in flo-

ristry and had some beautiful Christmas wreaths on sale. A 

first class afternoon tea was included in the admission charge, 

sandwich, home-made cake and tea! Excellent value. One of 

the organisers, Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell, said that the inten-

tion was to provide a pre-Christmas event for the village at 

which people could meet and stay and chat. It seems to have 

succeeded, so let’s hope the idea is repeated.

Scenes from the Village Spirit afternoon tea at Long Mar-

ston.  Pictures: Village News.
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The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 

A variety of eye treatments 
Calgel Nail System 

 

*Scented candles     *Bath oils and handmade soaps  
*Silver and dress jewellery    *Cards and gift wrapping 

 

Vouchers and “Gift hampers” available 
 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

250 High Street North
Dunstable
Beds
LU6 1BE

Phone : 01582 472526

Mobile : 07958 377463
Email : D.Kane1@sky.com

All Work Fully Guaranteed

PLASTERING SERVICES
30 Years Experience In All Aspects Of Plastering

Render Specialist
No Job Too Big Or Small!

Berkhamsted Oven Cleaning Ltd

all ovens hobs and extractors

• Professional service
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote

01442 876622 • 0788 4058795

PO Box 903   Berkhamsted   Herts   HP4 3ZQ
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk

Spring Term 2012

Happy New Year from Long Marston VA 

C of E Primary School.

WE ended the year with two fantastic Christmas Concerts per-

formed in the Village Hall. Classes 1, 2 and 3 put on ‘Gentle 

Beasts’. The Christmas story was told through the animals in 

the stable. There were some great performances and all the 

children put their heart and soul into the singing. The older 

children staged ‘Captain Christmas’ which was a Christmas 

story aboard a pirate ship called Boris in search of a tree and 

decorations to make Christmas special . All the children per-

formed beautifully and the shows were a great success. There 

are some photographs on our website.

The final day saw our Christingle Service at all Saints Church, 

delivered by Class 5 and Rev’d Jane Banister. The children 

spent part of the morning making their Christingles as a whole 

school and learning about the significance. The service was in 

aid of the Children’s Society, for which we raised £60.00.

Now for 2012...all 5 classes are working hard on their new 

topics of Space, Florence Nightingale, Light and Dark, Lon-

don and ‘Wicked’ the musical. We are planning a World book 

Day event, Sports Relief activities and an Art project that links 

with the Olympics. Our after school clubs have taken off with 

success and we have introduced a new fencing Club this term.

Another busy term!

We wish you all a successful 2012.

Kind regards,

Clare South                   Acting  Head teacher



Village News

Page 9 Februar y 2012Page 9

WILSTONE ALLOTMENT DIARIES

JANUARY 2012              by Jane Waterhouse
IT HAS been a busy Autumn and Winter for those involved in 

resurrecting the old allotment site in Rosebarn Lane. The lease 

was finally signed off by Tring Charities and WAA in Novem-

ber allowing us to develop about a quarter of the field.

In December work parties were held every weekend to clear 

the access to the field. Many helpers braved cold, wet condi-

tions to regain vehicular access to the site clearing scrub and 

brambles from the lane. The resulting heap of debris was then 

burned on the field. Simon Mead made the first trip in a vehi-

cle up the lane for many, 

many years to ensure enough 

space had been left around the 

allotments for him to be able 

to get machinery into the 

field.

In the week between Christ-

mas and New Year the mark-

ing out of the plots began. A 

plan had been produced and it was now time to see if the bor-

rowed measuring wheel which had slipped and slid across the 

mud of the field had produced anything like an accurate fig-

ure. 100 home made stakes , 2 giant reels of string , a bor-

rowed tape and three cold, wet, mud splattered volunteers 

worked their way around the field marking out the plots, haul-

age and footpaths.

In early January the marking out was completed and Richard 

and Rob Briant laboured hard to put a gate at the end of the 

lane into the field to allow deliveries of necessary materials 

onto the allotments.

On 16th January a meeting was held in the warmth of the Half 

Moon and the 11 full allotments and 6 half allotments were 

snapped up by the keen allotmenteers of Wilstone.

Is the job done?  Not by a long way. This is only the beginning 

of a long hard road to building a healthy, happy allotment 

community. There is still the perimeter fence to find funding 

for, the well to reinstate, if it’s possible, the many paths to be 

levelled and seeded, and much, much more.

All this is before turning our forks to our individual plots, get-

ting them into a fertile condition for the start of the season. 

Although the project at times feels daunting, it is all made 

possible by the wonderful Wilstone villagers all pulling to-

gether to make it work. When I think of the time, energy, 

kindness and enthusiasm so many have given to this project, 

whether they are having an allotment or not, I know that we 

are going to have many years of fun, food, and healthy exer-

cise from the allotments. I can’t wait for the first knobbly car-

rots and biggest pumpkin competitions to start.

IN THE last week of term before Christmas, the children per-

formed their Christmas concert in front of parents and friends 

who were all full of praise for the confidence shown by such 

young children.  The production was written by Maria and 

Elaine and featured all the required elements of a perfect na-

tivity. On the last day of term the children enjoyed their 

Christmas party and were overjoyed when Father Christmas 

arrived with presents for each of them.  

A number of new children joined pre-school in January and 

we hope they will enjoy the coming months as they settle in 

and make lots of new friends.  Pre-school is a popular place to 

be at the moment and with our increased numbers many ses-

sions are virtually full! We therefore welcome back Emma 

Brough, our bank Nursery Assistant, who will be helping us 

throughout the Spring Term.

First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory Hall, Long Marston 

every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9.00am –

12.00pm during term time, with lunch clubs on Tuesday and 

Friday until 1.30pm.  We welcome all children aged between 

2½ and 5 and consequently many children stay with us until 

they ‘cross the road to big school’.

If you would like to find out more about Pre-School or put 

your child’s name on our waiting list, please contact either 

Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 or our Chair, Lindsay 

Armitage, on 01296 66101.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

On Wednesday mornings during term time, why not call in at 

Toddlers, held from 10.00am – 11.30 at Victory Hall.  All pre-

school children and their parents or carers are welcome to 

come for a play or a chat, depending on age, with juice and a 

biscuit just when you need it most!  Contact Ali Driver on 

01296 662482 for further information.

Pre-School News 
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Winter reflections 

I WAS lucky to meet Father Christmas at the cabaret show at 

the beginning of December and had a brief word. He won-

dered how so many celebrity singers were persuaded to per-

form in Wilstone and there were the dancers and the Wilston-

ettes. I will summarise briefly what he said - “Cor!” The cos-

tumes were excellent, the dances well rehearsed and they also 

made very good waitresses and helpers. I think tickets should 

allow people to see the dress rehearsal. There were two com-

pletely different shows. Well done to the stage manager,  

sound man and the man on the spotlights , its difficult to find 

someone with such a steady hand. Now I told Maggie that 

Teresa, Kate and Deborah are forming a Dance troupe and will 

perform next time, Maggie turned the colour of the palest 

Scottish snow. 

Back to the real world, it is really the driest autumn and winter 

and no ditches are running and the reservoirs are so low. It 

also has been until the last few days, so warm. I’m hoping that 

by making these statements someone up there will prove me 

wrong.

The barley that went for malting failed the germination test by 

2%, Simon had an independent test with the same result. There 

is plenty of barley about so there will be a lower price to 

choose from. They had better luck with some milling wheat 

that went to Heygates. The heap is all swept up and gone.  

The rapeseed oil sales team, mainly Jessica, spent a tiring day 

at the Blue Water centre with good results, these sales pitches 

are exhausting. In February this sales girl is off to Madagascar 

for some marine biology. Perhaps we can persuade her to 

write a short bit on what was found. I have volunteered to 

carry her flippers! I can’t get the idea that if Jessica aims her 

telephone at one of the sea monsters an image can appear on a 

screen back here. I should add ‘not with me at the controls’. It 

is possible for some people of a certain age to cope; a video of 

the wonderful Freddie Star appeared on the doormat - all the 

way from America.

I was hand delivered a letter from Mrs Ross of Drayton 

Beauchamp, the history of the village was her chosen subject 

and a book has been compiled to be shown off next month. A 

village with a name like that should have a bit of history. I 

know Dick Gomm had problems, it is so easy to get side 

tracked, anyone who has tackled a family tree knows what I 

am talking about.

Back to my chosen subject, the weather has meant the winter 

wheat looks well and like the grass hasn’t stopped growing. 

The ewes, when they have lambed, will be surprised to see a 

lovely fresh mouthful of grass to boost milk production. 

Daughter Sarah has seen a couple of hares boxing and running 

around in circles so they think spring is springing, we shall 

see.

Whatever the weather does we as a family had a wonderful 

Christmas at daughter Katherine’s new home at Thornbor-

ough, after a beautiful turkey course the majority stretched the 

legs by the river Ouse, you’ve guessed it, most ended up in the 

river and survived to tell the tale.

I can’t believe anyone reads this, anyhow happy New Year to 

perhaps the one or two who do.

News from All Saints

A Happy New Year to all our readers.

WE would like to remind you of our regular activities at All 

Saints. See the service schedule at the beginning of the maga-

zine for details of our Sunday worship. We now have a chil-

dren’s area with wonderful storage, so do bring young ones –

they are always welcome.

Toddler Worship takes place on the first and third Monday 

of each month – singing, prayers and always a craft followed 

by juice and a biscuit. Dates for February are 6th and 20th

from 2 to 3pm. Jane will be pleased to welcome you.

On the fourth Tuesday each month we hold our Social after-

noon from 2 to 3pm. Anyone of any age is welcome for a 

cup of tea or coffee and biscuit and a good chat too! The next 

one will be on Tuesday 28th February.

Ash Wednesday, 22nd February. There will be a Holy Com-

munion service at 10 o’clock. Do join us.

Carole Harrison 01296 668526

Pitstone Jazzercise open house charity 

event

ON Wednesday 11 January, 34 Jazzercisers took part in an 

event to raise money for Rett Syndrome Research Trust. Karen 

Peterson and Zoe Tiller taught the class to a packed hall at 

Pitstone Memorial Hall and there was a raffle and refresh-

ments after. A total of £120 was raised on the night towards 

this fantastic cause and everyone had a great time!
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From our reporter at the Parish Council meeting        by Phil Buchi 

More say for local people?

THE Localism Act 2011, given royal assent on 16th Novem-

ber, is intended to give more say to local communities and will 

also increase the influence of Parish Councils. There are to be 

sweeping changes to the planning process as a result, and local 

authorities will have a “duty to co-operate” with proposals 

from individuals and community bodies. Parish councils will 

be able to draw up and apply neighbourhood development 

plans and become decision making bodies on some planning 

matters. An interesting part of the Act is that citizens can bring 

forward local referendums on particular issues if signed by 5% 

of the local population (presumably registered voters?). The 

results will not be binding though, but they will have to be 

considered by the authorities who must respond. The Act may 

well change the way that borough and parish councils work, 

and it will be interesting to observe developments. More infor-

mation on the Localism Act is at: legislation.gov.uk.

£1,000 for the Jubilee!

Dacorum Borough Council announced that they are able to 

make a grant of up to £1,000 available to each parish council 

so that local communities can mark the Queen’s Diamond 

Jubilee. Wow! Quite big money as these things go. Parish 

Councils have to submit a proposal to get the money though, 

so drinks all round is probably not quite enough. No doubt 

your parish councillors would welcome your ideas!  While 

you are pondering, there is also some money on offer for com-

munity projects from the 2012 Olympics legacy fund. Might 

as well be spent here as anywhere else.

Arla in the mire over archae-

ology

Cllr. Abby Fermont attended the first community liaison meet-

ing hosted by Arla Foods, who are building Europe’s biggest 

dairy processing plant at Aston Clinton. The meeting was well 

attended, she said, particularly by hostile neighbours of the 

development at College Road. The required archaeological 

survey is underway, but has got stuck in the mud created by 

recent rains. Some Roman period finds have been recorded. 

The temporary access route to the site has become impassable, 

so permission is being sought for a new way in to speed thing 

up. Concerns were voiced about construction traffic, and Arla 

will publish a phone number for complaints. Construction 

work will start in earnest in February with a planned comple-

tion date of February 2013.

Salt stock pile

Taking no chances after last winter, in November Herts High-

ways issued Parish Councils with their own supply of road 

salt. 35 bags each of 25kg were delivered for this parish. Vil-

lagers have to supply their own wheelbarrows, shovels and 

operatives. Cllr. Mike Tomlinson explained that this was for 

use on common areas, paving etc. We are not expected to 

drive the gritting lorry as well though, as the Highways people 

will still do the roads. Pity.

New Councillor announced

Mr Richard Briant of Tring Road, Wilstone, is to be the new 

Parish Councillor, filling the vacancy left when Peter Foster 

stood down in November. Mr Briant responded to the notice in 

Village News

These items are from the January 2012 meeting

Local donations make new 

swings possible.
IT WAS reported in the last edition of Village News that the 

Parish Council did not have the funds to replace the worn-out 

swings at Long Marston playground.  However, thanks to the 

generosity of The Puttenham Trust and a private donator the 

Parish Council were very pleased to be in a position to be able 

to go-ahead and place the order for the new swings.

Cheddington airfield – HGV 

problems. 

The plot thickens with the granting of a licence to PT Demoli-

tion to operate out of Cheddington Airfield.  The Parish Coun-

cil (PC) were unsuccessful in their application to have the li-

cence blocked, however it now appears that the owners of 

Cheddington Airfield (Frasers) have never heard of PT Demo-

lition and it was suggested that possibly the application had 

been for the South site which is currently undergoing all sorts 

of enforcement issues.  Further enquiries will be made to 

Aylesbury Vale DC.  On the positive side, Frasers have con-

firmed that a camera is being installed at the entrance to Ched-

dington Airfield to ensure that drivers use the preferred route 

(i.e. turn right) out of the Airfield and do not travel through 

Long Marston.   Councillors were also informed that a large 

boat was seen trying to negotiate the turn up Cheddington 

Lane by the Queen’s Head – a manoeuvre which caused traffic 

chaos and more than a few turned heads!

Diamond Jubilee. 

The PC has been offered a grant from Dacorum to help com-

munities celebrate the Diamond Jubilee in June this year.  It 

was agreed that local groups would be contacted to see if they 

are planning any village events, but otherwise that the grant 

could possibly be used to purchase some commemorative 

benches.

Budget.

The PC has put together its budget for the forthcoming 

These items are from the December 2011 meeting.



Village News

Page 13 Februar y 2012

Your Parish Councillors are:
Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716

Mrs Olli Wheeler-Cornell 01296 662207

Mr Richard Briant  01442 825674

The Clerk to the Council is:

Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031

Parish Council Website:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at
www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Locksmith

www.bhpropertyservices.co.uk

380287

APPLIANCE REPAIR SERVICE 
Specialist in the repair of Bosch, Siemens and Neff kitchen 

appliances as well as many other leading manufacturers. 

Fully trained engineer with over 20 years experience. 

Contact Renato on 

01494 776554 or 

07771 706380 
www.appliancerepairservice.co.uk 

10% off call out charge with this advert -  

please call for further information. 

financial year.  In order to keep services at their current stan-

dard, it has been necessary to increase the precept by a small 

amount which will work out at £1.44 per household.  The PC 

has also decided to take over the grass and verge cutting from 

Hertfordshire Highways.   In the past the PC has paid for sup-

plementary cuts, but it was agreed that it would be more effi-

cient and cost effective if the PC took over the whole job.  

Litter pick.

The Parish Litter pick will take place on Saturday 4th Febru-

ary from 10.00 am to 12.00 pm.  It is hoped that we will have 

a good turnout and manage to beat last year’s collection of 37 

bags of rubbish.  All volunteers should report to either Long 

Marston or Wilstone Village Halls where they will be pro-

vided with litter pickers, bags and the inevitable risk assess-

ment literature.

Non-emergency police calls.

The Police are very keen to increase their communication 

with rural communities and are urging us all to use their new 

101 number to report anything that is of concern but not an 

emergency matter.  Calls cost 15p, even from a mobile.

Parish Council (contd.) 
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Need an evening out?  Come to 

the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!

CHILTERN CHIMNEYS
Local Professional Clean Efficient 

CHIMNEY SWEEP & STOVE INSTALLATION / SERVICE
Certificates Issued for House Insurance 

Chimney Pots and Cowls Fitted – Firebacks Replaced

Member of the Institute of Chimney Sweeps

WOODBURNERS

FITTED AND SERVICED

Call Steve Jackson on

Tring (01442) 890041

07947 757309

Logs
Mixed seasoned logs for sale

Toyota pick-up size load

Full load £80      Half load £45

Phone Richard 07831 120879
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Village News Extra

Village News Extra! 

Edited By Harriet Rogers 

HELLO! Welcome to the first 2012 edition of VNX! 

Yet again we’ve had some great contributions! You’ll be 

able to read about our local celebrity dog and female 

rugby star! 

If you are looking for something to do at half term why 

not support the Long Marston Panto, and if you see a 

good film don't forget to send in a review!  

In this 

Edition... 

Hello from the 

Editor 

 

Long Marston 

Panto 

information 

 

Cheerios 

wanted! 

 

Sports Star of 

the Month 

 

Furry Tails– 

Labradoodle 

special! 

 

VNX reviews: 

Top 5 Apps  

 

Allotment 

update 

15 

 

15 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

18 

 

Recognise this face?! 

Turn over to find out who this 

month’s Sports Star is!

?

Congratulations to the following children who successfully auditioned for a  

space in the Panto chorus! 

 Izzy Alywin 

 Claudia Blankertz 

 Maisy Driver 

 Taryn Hayes 

 Ruby Haynes 

We look forward to seeing you on stage in this extra spectacular 25th 

anniversary production of Cinderella!  

Performances are from 16th-18th February and tickets are now on sale, 

priced at £6 for adults, £4 for senior citizens and £3 for children, at Meads 

Farm Shop, Wilstone Village Stores and the Queen's Head Long Marston. 

They are also available from Long Marston Village Hall on Sunday afternoons 

from 2-5pm during rehearsals. 

Adam Jackman 

Ellie Jackman 

Eddie Sartin 

Dan Smith 

The Razzle Dazzle and the sparkle is near... 

Did you see the Wilstone Cheerios at last year’s fete? Do you love dance 

or gymnastics? Want to be a part of this year’s cheer crew? 

Please come along to Wilstone Village Hall on Wednesday 15th February at 

11am for a fun audition! Wear comfortable clothing and preferably trainers. 

No dance experience needed but you must be able to 

SMILE! We would love to see as many of you as possible! 

You must be aged between 8 and 15 and be able to 

perform at the fete on Sunday 10th June. Be prepared to 

come to some short Sunday rehearsals in the weeks 

leading up to the fete. 

Harriet, Hope, Meali and Liv 
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Extra

Anything Boys Can Do... 

Local Wilstone girl Vicci Cogger is this month’s sports star! Vicci plays 

Women’s Rugby, one of the country’s fastest growing sports. Participation is 

currently at an all time high. The England Elite side continue to demonstrate 

their strength on a global scale and recent successes include winning the 

Nations Cup, six successive Six Nations triumphs and a runners up place at the 

2010 World Cup, played on English soil for the first time in the tournament’s 

19 year history. 

When did you start playing rugby? 

I started playing ruby for Tring in the under 7s boys’ team.  

How did you get into rugby? 

Because my dad was a coach at Tring and both my brothers were keen 

to play so I went along with them. 

Which clubs you have trained at and played for? 

I started playing for Tring with the boys. However, now I have moved 

clubs to play for Welwyn Warriors Girls’ under 18s team.  

How much training do you do? 

We train every Wednesday and most Sundays unless we have a match. 

Wednesday training is from 7-8.30 pm. In a normal training session we 

would start with a 10 minute run, followed by SAQ training – Speed 

Agility and Fitness - sprint training and then skill training and drills, 

ending the session with match practice.  

How far do you want to take your rugby? 

I hope to go to Hartpury college in Gloucester next year to do my A 

Levels and an AASE in Rugby. They have fantastic sports facilities 

there and girls who have gone to Hartpury to train have gone on to be 

successful in playing for England, which is why I hope to go there!  

What is your proudest moment in the sport? 

My proudest moment was either when I was in the under 8 team at 

Tring when I actually got the opportunity to play at Twickenham with 

my rugby team,  or getting selected for regional level rugby when I 

was 12!!  

What is your favourite part of playing rugby?  

I couldn't choose my favourite part of the game, there is too much I 

love about it!!  

Who’s your sporting hero? 

My sporting hero would be who I truly feel is the best rugby player in 

the world, Maggie Alphonsi, flanker for England ladies.  

Do you know a young local talent who you’d like to nominate for next month’s 

edition? Please email your nominations to editorwlmp@yahoo.com marked for 

Harriet at VNX. Thank You! 

With England’s  Phil Vickery 

Vicci in the Herts county squad against Kent 

Vicci in action! 
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Village News Extra

If your pet has access to a computer, then get them to send in their ’Furry Tail’ to editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

marked for the attention of Harriet at VNX.  Don’t forget to include a cute photo too! 

The name’s Smith, Hamish Smith. 
I like it shaken not stirred 

Hello I am Hamish the Labradoodle (that’s a Labrador and a Poodle). I 

live in Gubblecote with the Smith family. I have recently been the star 

of the latest B&Q advert! On the filming day I had to get in and out of a 

bath. I got lots of yummy treats and the bath was lovely and warm. My 

mum and the lady from ‘Birds and Animals’, the company who supply 

animals for film and television work, wanted me to shake. But I didn't 

want to, so they had to rub behind my ear and run away quickly so they 

weren't in the shot when I started to shake! The girl who had to shower 

me down was very nice but she got very wet from all my shaking! I loved 

being the centre of attention all day and I am eager to do many more 

adverts. I fancy myself as the next 007!!! Keep your eyes open for me on 

the B&Q advert on the television now! 

Hello, my name is Ebony Beeny. I am a Labradoodle living in 

Wilstone. I was born on 23rd April 2009 and I am nearly 

3!  I have been planning my birthday party for ages now, 

and hope to invite some of my doggy pals. Ferdie, my 

Labrador ‘friend', will be on the top of my list, thanks to 

his kind and romantic words last newsletter. Lola, my best 

friend, will also be invited. My party will be an extremely 

long walk with exciting party games like fetch the ball, and 

a stick treasure hunt! Owners will be invited too.    

Unfortunately for Ferdie, soon after my birthday party I 

will be setting off on a quest to find my soul mate. 'Prince 

Charming' needs to be a stunning F1 Labradoodle, with 

beautiful curly locks. If anyone can help me in my search, I 

would be extremely grateful - please let my owners know! 

Although I have fun chilling out with Ferdie from time to 

time, sadly he's only half of what I'm looking for! 

She’s way out of his league! 

LABRADOODLE SPECIAL! 
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Village News Extra

A big thank you to all this month’s contributors, and please don’t hesitate to send in a story for next month, 

whether it’s a film review, a review of the Long Marston Panto, a furry tail, sports star. Or if you’ve done any-

thing special recently, please get in touch, I would love to hear from you! The next deadline for VNX is 

Wednesday 15th February. 

 

Email the editor at editorwlmp@yahoo.com marked for the attention of Harriet at VNX! Harrie
t :)

VNX REVIEWS: Daisy’s Top 5 Apps  

1 Doodle Jump 

Full version  69p 

My top app this month is Doodle Jump! Tilt your screen left and right to help 

the doodle jump up the levels, avoiding monsters, holes, and spaceships that 

swipe you up and make you start again!  
2 Angry Birds 

Full version 69p 

My second top app is Angry Birds! Those greedy pigs have stolen all the birds’ eggs, 

and they're angry! Help them on their mission to get their beloved eggs back, by 

pinging them off a catapult and knocking the pigs off their stands.                                              
3 Fruit Ninja  

Full version 69p  

As fruit Ninja you must help Sensei to slice all the fruit required, but mind those 

bombs! If you hit one you're out the game! Great fun for the family to see who can 

slice the most fruit whilst dodging those nasty bombs!                          
4 Doodle Find 

Free!  

Quick, quick, quick! Find all of the doodles required before the time runs out! This game is great 

for travelling and a good family game to see who can find the most doodles.                                                     

5 Pimple Popping 

Free!  

Pimple Popping is a great game for all those teenagers who are 

practising popping spots. Working in a pimple salon, you must pop all the nastiest 

spots, scabs and pimples!  

ON YOUR MARKS, GET SET, GROW! 

 
The Wilstone Allotments are almost here and you can already see the plots 

marked out at the back of Grange Road, at the end of Rosebarn Lane. If you 

are interested in working a plot and keen to grow your own vegetables, then 

please ring Jane Waterhouse on 01442 826813 for further information. 
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Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 

 or is the seal damaged? 

 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 

 can't? 

 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 

 - All misted up inside the unit? 

 - Handles & Hinges repaired 

 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Just call 07875 534780 for more details.

We are a local company offering

 landscaping services to villages in and 

around Long Marston.

Garden Design

Construction 

Maintenance.

Tel 01525 222227

 Mob 07773723236

Call now for a free

 no obligation quotation
 www.charleshillgardenservices.co.uk  

Charles@charleshillgardenservices.co.uk

Chiropodist
Wendy Hilliard MSSCh MBChA

HPC Registered

Member of the British Chiropody 

and Podiatry Association

For a home visit, telephone 

07969 741792 or 01296 630189 

Marsworth Pre-School, held at Marsworth Millennium Hall, is a very 
popular & successful village pre-school with an outstanding reputa-
tion, which attracts children from the village & surrounding area.

A fun & educational place to play & learn. Open to children aged 21/2
to 5 years. A warm, caring environment with a high Ofsted rating

Opening Times: 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday

Morning Session:- 9.00am - 11.30am
Lunch Club:- 11.30am - 12.30pm

Afternoon Session:- 12.30pm - 3.00pm

For further information, details of funding, session availability or to 
arrange a visit, please call 07506 179658 or visit our website

www.marsworthpreschool.org.uk
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets and 

other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

WILSTONE STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans, Wilstone, Hertfordshire

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone  01442  822115

www.wilstonesticks.com    
 wilstonesticks44@btinternet.com

ROOFING

Specialist in 
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904

LEARN TO DRIVE WITH ROUND THE BEND 

DRIVING SCHOOL
Are you interested in learning to drive? 

As a fully qualified ADI I will help you to pass your 

driving test and to drive safely for life.

Special offer - £15 per hour for the first 3 hours 

then just £23 per hour!
Also able to offer lessons in motorway tuition, 

night driving, Passplus and Advanced Driving.

Patience and sense of humour guaranteed!!

If you are interested please visit my website

www.roundthebend-driving school.co.uk 

or call Brian on 01442 381549 or 07988 742385 

Seaton’s Catering 
Established 1990 

 

We cater for all occasions 
working lunches - buffets - parties—weddings  

and other family events.  
 

Please call to order discuss your menu 
 

tel 01296 630279/720459 
seatonscatering.co.uk 

email: seatonscatering@hotmail.co.uk 
“A five star hygiene rating ”

Paul Brown Re-upholstery
Specialists in modern, antique & deep buttoning.

Loose covers & curtains.
French polishing.

All types of repairs.
Wide choice of fabrics.

Remnants & DIY supplies.
Est. over 30 years.

01296 631510
got_it_covered@hotmail.com

2 New Road, Aston Clinton, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 5JD.

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS 
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS
All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site  

Welding -  

Tyres -  

Wheels balanced -  

Batteries -  

Exhausts -  

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347

Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate, 

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Recipe of the month 
 by Anna Ashwell

Berkhamsted Carpet Cleaning Ltd 

Carpets • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery

• High quality professional service
• Residential and commercial
• Excellent value and fully insured
• Free consultation and quote
• References available

 01442 876622 • 0788 4058795

  PO Box 903 Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3ZQ
  www.berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

Moroccan aubergine and chickpea salad
Ingredients 

2 aubergines

400g chickpeas (tinned are fine)

Large bunch coriander

1 red onion

Dressing 
1 teaspoon each cumin and paprika

1 teaspoon honey

Juice of 1 lemon

4 tablespoons olive oil

Method
Slice the aubergines, season them and brush them with olive 

oil

Grill on both sides until tender (approx 10 mins)

Chop the onion and coriander finely add them to a bowl

 containing the chickpeas. Chop the grilled aubergine slices 

into quarters and add them to the other ingredients.
Mix the dressing and add to the salad.

Sudoku solution No 64
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Sign up to a safer community and join 
the improved Neighbourhood Watch

Join today - here’s how to register online

LOCAL Neighbourhood Watch schemes have been 
helping to prevent crime and keep communities safe 
for many years. The benefits of a well established lo-
cal scheme can also include lower home insurance 
premiums for members. As well as looking out for 
each other, Neighbourhood Watch members receive 
incident reports, crime prevention information and ad-
vice from local police.  But within the Tring Rural vil-
lages coverage of the scheme has been patchy which 
reduces its effectiveness. 

Now Herts Police have brought the scheme up to date 
by offering members direct access to their Online 
Watch Link (‘OWL’) computer by registering to receive 
police bulletins by email. Tring Rural Parish Council is 
keen to promote the improved scheme and recruit 
new members to provide coverage of the whole com-
munity. So here is an opportunity for all villagers to 
benefit.

Herts Police say that this well tried idea of getting to-
gether with neighbours can cut local crime and con-
tributes to a safer community. Crime generally drops 
in a Neighbourhood Watch area, they say, and the 
schemes create a positive partnership with the local 
police.

A big difference with the new scheme (apart from the 
computer) is that individuals can join, even if there is 
no existing Neighbourhood Watch in their street. 

Registration is now online and the information is dis-
tributed by email, so obviously a computer linked to 
the internet is needed. (Villagers without a computer 
can still be members though, and should phone local 
co-ordinator Colin Reedman on 01442 822031 to en-
quire.)  If you are already a member Colin Reedman 
will be contacting you to check your preferences, and 
you do not need to register again.

Sign up online today and build an effective 
Neighbourhood Watch right here. Here’s how!

• Go to www.owl.co.uk

• Look for “Finding your Neighbourhood Watch”

• Click on “Watch finder”

• Enter your postcode

• Fill in the rest of the form that appears and 

‘submit’.

• Await an email from Herts Police with your 

‘OWL’ password.

• Log in to www.owl.co.uk using your password.

That’s it. Welcome to Neighbourhood Watch!  
You’ll now get all the latest immediately by email.

Local co-ordinators are needed in 
Long Marston, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Gubblecote 
and Little Tring

To complete the picture more local co-ordinators are 
needed to promote Neighbourhood Watch in the 
villages. To find out more call Colin Reedman on 
01442 822031.

Tring Rural Parish Council 
in partnership with Herts Police

This is a public information notice placed by
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Tring Parish Men’s 

Society  by Leslie Barker

THE ORKNEY AND SHETLAND ISLANDS IN 

PEACE AND WAR

WE HELD our December meeting at the end of November to 

avoid the Christmas rush, when Douglas Doughty gave an 

illustrated talk on the Orkneys and Shetlands.

Douglas began by introducing himself as “well into injury 

time” as he was born in 1924, when memories of the First 

World War were still vivid, and the world economy was in the 

middle of a recession. Both his parents had sisters who had 

married Germans, and in August 1939 he accompanied them 

to Germany. It was frightening crossing the German border, 

and more so when he returned early when war was inevitable. 

Hence he believes the European Union is marvellous for hav-

ing maintained peace and kept Europe accessible (for his cy-

cling holidays which he mentioned later?)

When he enlisted in 1943 Douglas was posted to Kirkwall and 

Stromness, and became very familiar with the Islands. He de-

scribed their wartime role, geography, and role as tourist at-

traction since the oil boom, which among other things brought 

indoor leisure centres to the Islands.

Particularly interesting was their wartime role, which is much 

more than tales from Scapa Flow and the famous Italian 

Chapel.

Douglas witnessed the building of the barriers between the 

islands to keep out German submarines, using Italian prisoners 

of war. At first this consisted of anchoring ships across the 

tideways, but later causeways were built of huge concrete 

blocks, dropped into position from a cableway as boulders 

simply got washed away. Not surprisingly it was not until May 

1945 that the work was completed.  However the roads on top 

are now an important part of the transport network, and have 

been joined by ro-ro ferries, which link the Islands with the 

Scottish mainland.

Being so far north the Shetlands played an important part in 

receiving refugees escaping from Nazi occupied Europe 

through Norway, and spies and explosives making the return 

journey on the ‘Shetland Bus’  - small Norwegian fishing 

boats.

There is no space to mention everything Douglas enthused on, 

like the colours of the land and seascapes.  But as an architect 

I will mention the historic buildings he showed us – from the 

Neolithic village at Scara Brae, stone circles, the 12th century 

cathedral in Kirkwall, medieval castles, lairds’ houses from 

the 17th century, even Martello towers from the Napoleonic 

period, the historic buildings in Scalloway which serviced the 

‘Shetland Bus’ and the oil pumping station for refuelling ships 

during the Second World War at Lyness, now part of the mu-

seum complex and interpretation centre.

We also learnt the origin of the term “shift work” and that in 

the Orkneys and Shetlands it is not trees that shelter buildings 

but buildings provide the only shelter where trees can grow. 

The Shetland Islands are mostly barren, but there are culti-

vated fields along the shores of the Orkneys, where the main 

crops are potatoes and barley.

Before and after this fascinating talk we were treated to Doug-

las’s home made cider.

Wiltshire Farm Foods
by Franzella Flowerdew

WILTSHIRE Farm Foods have been established throughout 

the local area for almost 20 years and during that time they 

have built an experienced and caring customer service team 

based in Stewkley, near Leighton Buzzard. So, if you ever 

need to contact them, you will get to speak to one of their 

small team and over time  many of their customers get to 

know “the girls” and enjoy a friendly chat when they call.

Similarly, their team of delivery drivers are very experienced 

at delivering orders with care, compassion and a friendly 

smile. They all have their own normal regular rounds and this 

ensures that they get to know their customers and customers 

get to know their regular delivery person. It also means that 

deliveries are generally made at the same time of day each 

time.

Many of their customers choose to shop regularly every week, 

or once a fortnight but there is no obligation. Customers are 

free to choose what they want and when they want it-the only 

proviso being that they ask for at least 2 days notice for deliv-

ery of an order and there is a minimum order value, currently 

£15.

They believe that their main objective is to help make life that 

little bit easier for their customers, whether that’s through their 

meals or the service they provide. They hope that helps take 

the hassle out of having to shop and prepare a healthy and 

nutritious meal every day and they aim to make their service 

as flexible and helpful as possible.

• They provide full and honest information about all their 

meals and cater for all sorts of special dietary needs.

• Ordering is simple by order form, telephone or internet. 

They can even help out by setting up regular repeat orders 

so that customers never forget!

• Delivery drivers will deliver on a regular day at a regular 

time and, if requested, will even put the meals away in the 

freezer for you!

All in all, they aim to deliver excellent quality meals with 

great, caring service.

If you wish to get in touch their details are:-

Wiltshire Farm Foods

Direct Line: 01525 242220

Email: beds&bucks@wiltshirefarmfoods.com



Village News

The Puttenham Page         compiled by Christine Rutter

Page 24 Februar y 2012

Supported by the Puttenham Trust

THE PUTTENHAM TRUST

PIE & JAZZ LUNCH
With the “Jolly Jazzers”

12.30 p.m. – BYO Drink & Glass
CECILIA HALL, PUTTENHAM

SATURDAY, 3rd MARCH

RAFFLE & CHARITY DRAW

Tickets:  £8.50 each        Tel:  Christine – 01296 668337

PUTTENHAM EVENTS FOR 2012 

Dates for your Diary, so far:

3rd March Pie & Jazz Lunch (see details on this page)
28th April Jumble Sale – 2 p.m. (sorting week prior)
4th Aug. “Spinning Jenny” Stall at the Horti. Show
12th Aug St.Mary’s Patronal Festival
29th Sept. Jumble Sale – 2 p.m. (sorting week prior)
13th Oct. October Supper with John Bly

Watch this page for notice of further events

ST.MARY’S CHURCH CLEANING & FLOWERS

The cleaning and flower rota list for 2012 is being compiled.  If you would like to join 

us, please contact Christine 01296 668337.  The cleaning is simple and you don’t 

need to be a “Floral Lady” to arrange the flowers.  There are only usually two ser-

vices a month, so it is not a major task, but can be most enjoyable.

CECILIA HALL……..

……..is available for hire at £16 per hour for private functions 
and meetings. Ideal for wedding receptions and anniversary par-
ties, car parking and good kitchen facilities.  Tel: 01296 668337.
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If you shop at Amazon.co.uk

you could help

Wilstone Village Hall

raise money by going to Amazon via the Hall’s 

own website.

Go to www.wilstonevillagehall.org or Google ‘Wilstone Vil-

lage Hall’  then follow the link .

Click the ‘Amazon’ link at the right-hand end of the top 

menu. The normal Amazon website will open in a new 

browser window. Make your purchases as usual; you don’t 

have to do anything differently. It will only take you a couple 

of seconds extra, won’t cost you a penny and you won’t see 

any difference while you’re on  the Amazon website but

Amazon will give the Hall 5% commission 

on every item you buy

So please do this EVERY TIME you go to Amazon

Thanks in advance for your support !

Low water ( contd. from back page)

 the original common field. The layout can be seen 

even better from above, and the satellite view on Google 

maps show the lines of the old ridge and furrow clearly –

together with the outline of a quarry where, almost certainly, 

earth was taken to build the dam wall.

An examination of the other reservoirs showed fainter 

green parallel lines in Startops Reservoir looking from sharp 

corner of Wingrave Road towards the bird hide. They are 

shorter – and fade off in an area where there is no vegetation 

to highlight differences in soil texture.  

For more details see http://hertfordshire-

genealogy.blogspot.com/2011/10/wilstone-

medieval-field-system-exposed.html



Village News

Page 26 Februar y 2012

From the Vicarage            by Rev'd Jo Wetherall 

Local family business with over 25 years experience! Our main 

priority is our customer satisfaction and ensuring we provide the 

best service possible, specialising in:

- Coving

- Covering artex ceilings

- Skimming ceilings & walls

- Rendering

- Pebble dashing

- Dry lining

- Basic plumbing

For a free quote call Tracey on 01442 768998 or 07521 971688 

Email: petertraceyblake@googlemail.com

Visit us online at: tpbplasterers.co.uk

HI, my name is James Lovis and I live in Wilstone. I am a 
responsible 14 year old boy and I am trying to raise money 
for a world challenge trip to Ghana.  On this trip I will be 
mainly doing community work for the local people e.g. 
helping build a house or school. 
My prices are £5 per hour and £6 per hour after midnight.

If you are interested please 
call me on

01442 827193

Baby Sitting
I AM a trustworthy 15 year old girl who is trying to raise 

money to go to Peru for world challenge. On this trip I will be 

working for 2 weeks in a village of poverty. Community 

work will include helping to build schools, repair houses and 

construct water pumps as well as teaching and helping in 

conservation work for protecting the Amazon rain forest. All 

money will go to World Challenge. My prices are £5 per hour 

and £6 after midnight. For more info please call/txt me on 

07808704224 or 07873253601.

AGE!

In the morning after taking a cold shower

--- what a mistake---

I look in the mirror.

There, a funny guy,

Grey hair, white beard, wrinkled skin,

--- what a pity ---

Poor, dirty, old man!

He's not me, absolutely not.

Land and life

Fishing in the ocean

Sleeping in the desert with the stars

Building  shelter in the mountains

Farming the ancient way

Singing with coyotes

Singing against nuclear war -

I'll never be tired of life.

Now I am seventeen years old,

Very charming young man.

I sit down quietly in lotus position,

Meditating, meditating for nothing.

Suddenly a voice comes to me:

-To stay young,

To save the world,

Break the mirror.-

I RECENTLY discovered this poem by the Japanese poet 

Nanao Sakaki, it arrived in my life just as I was wriggling un-

comfortably into the existential angst that threatened to ac-

company me to my 50th birthday.

50 isn't old, I know this, and just this week the news tells me 

that; 'A woman in her 50s knows who she is, what her 

strengths and values are, as well as her weaknesses and fail-

ings. You become more accepting of the things that you are 

good at and the things that you are not.'

That's all right then  - and I do agree that a deeper sense of 

perspective on what is really valuable and important to me 

grows with the passing years and I learn more quickly from 

my failures, beat myself up a bit less, but like the poet I also 

want the younger me to live on, the one which had visions and 

dreams, music to dance to and causes to campaign for.

Fortunately for me I spend a good amount of time listening to 

the stories of older people and I know through the richness of 

their experiences - then and now - that it is possible to con-

tinue to be all those people and more.

Do I want to break the mirror - no not literally I just want to 

break its hold on how I feel about myself, to answer it back 

and tell it my story.

So let me ask you this; when you looked in the mirror this 

morning did you say to yourself “O my goodness, you are 

gorgeous”

No! Well perhaps you should try because its true, you are ex-

traordinary, unique, made and known and loved by God with 

visions and dreams, music to dance to and causes to campaign 

for. And don't let any reflection of yourself, whether you see it 

in glass or through other people's opinions, tell you otherwise.



Village News

Februar y 2012Page 27

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)

‘MAN WITH A VAN’

• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

• ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST,  RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Tel:  01296 427182 Mobile: 07770 237745
Email: boult586@btinternet.com

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal  

Smokeless Fuels 
Logs 

Garden Compost 
 

Dean Jeffery- Lawnmower Service  
& Repair & Sharpening of garden tools 

 

Delivered to your door              Low prices 

Tel: 01296 661258 (Marsworth) 

Chris Griffiths
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Domestic, Commercial 
& Industrial

For ALL your Electrical Requirements
No job too small

Telephone 01296 668257
Mobile 07768 222127

Do you want a local reliable 

PLUMBER
that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms

kitchens, washing machines

taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byrom 

in Pitstone

07860 340 130

www.johnbyromplumbing.co.uk



Village News

Page 28 Februar y 2012

Tis The Season To Re-Dolly
By Andy Ashwell

AFTER more than a decade of receiving practical gifts from 

me for Christmas, Anna (the wife) decided that this year she 

wanted a change; a change in presents, not in husband – I 

hope. So in order to get what she wanted she set me the 

‘simple’ task of buying her something different; something 

that was pretty, totally impractical and downright frivolous. 

And I had to do it all on my own, without any help from her.

I didn’t know what to do. I’d never actually ever gone out and 

bought something that was, for all intents and purposes, com-

pletely and utterly useless. After two weeks of fretting and 

doing nothing to sort out the problem I started to ask female 

friends and relatives about what I should do. The most com-

mon suggestion was to get her jewellery. “You can’t go wrong 

with a nice piece of jewellery,” said one, glibly. I was fairly 

sure that I could. 

The week before Christmas I still hadn’t found anything pretty 

or impractical or frivolous that I felt would suit my beloved. In 

desperation I decided to visit a quaint little gallery in 

Wendover whose existence Anna had ‘accidentally’ let slip a 

few days before. 

I found the place fairly easily and after browsing gormlessly 

for a while, the lady at the desk asked if I required any help. 

My initial blokey response was “No thanks, I’m fine”. Which, 

of course, I wasn’t. So I explained my wretched situation and, 

amazingly, five minutes later I left the shop clutching a little 

bag inside which was a small, but pretty, frivolity which the 

lady assured me my wife couldn’t fail to adore. Only time 

would tell if she was right, but for the time being I felt im-

mensely relieved. Successful or not, at least I had tried.

On Christmas morning Florence burst into our bedroom at 6 

o’clock (pretty late for an overexcited 5-year-old) and begged 

us to go downstairs to see what Father Christmas had brought. 

She seemed genuinely happy and excited by all her presents, 

especially a doll called Baby Annabel. Baby Annabel is an 

electronics-filled doll that’s supposed to do various things like 

make baby-noises (including a burp), turn its head when called 

and cry real tears when upset. Unfortunately, after about ten 

minutes of intermittent head-turning and the occasional ran-

dom burp, the only tears in evidence were those streaming 

down Florence’s face. Nurse Mummy grabbed the fitful doll 

and after fiddling about for a bit it burped loudly then stopped 

working completely. I wiped Florence’s new tears away and 

promised to have a word with Father Christmas to see if he 

could get us a replacement. 

It was then Anna’s turn to open her present from me; I just 

hoped that this wouldn’t also end in tears. As she carefully 

removed the pretty wrapping paper I could hear my heart 

pounding loudly in my ears; then I realised that it wasn’t my 

heart that I could hear, but the sound of Florence bashing Baby 

Annabel on the floor. 

Anna removed the final piece of wrapping and took out the 

present. She smiled and I breathed a huge sigh of relief. Phew! 

– the lady in the shop had been right. Whether it was the gift 

or the fact that I had managed to get something frivolous all by 

myself, or even a bit of both, I don’t really know, but at least 

she was happy.

On the 27th Baby Annabel went back to the shop. They’d run 

out of Annabels so we got a Baby Chou Chou instead. Al-

though Baby Chou Chou wasn’t supposed to cry, she was sup-

posed to do other things. Two hours later Baby Chou Chou 

was back in the shop sitting forlornly next to Annabel and I 

was on my way home with a fistful of cash wondering how I 

was going to placate my now doll-less daughter.   

Apart from the doll fiasco, the rest of Christmas went swim-

mingly well. Florence used her refund to buy a different, 

lower-

functionality doll 

which is still 

working; Anna is 

still wearing her 

pretty necklace 

and I’m still en-

joying my new-

found status as a 

revered gift-buyer; 

although I do hope 

that next year I’ll 

be allowed to re-

vert back to buy-

ing more practical 

presents – it’s so 

much easier.

TUITION
I can help with:-
� Science KS3/GCSE 

� Biology A Level

� Maths KS 1,2.3      � 11 Plus tutoring

Individual or small groups.

Tailored to suit your needs.

For more information please contact:

Dr Karina Patel on 079222 47658

or email karinaptl@yahoo.co.uk

Liz Young - Bookbinder

Restores and rebinds

Old books and photograph albums

01296 662506

young.lm@btinternet.com
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RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 

GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING,  

HEDGE CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 

AND MUCH MORE. 
 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  
DONE WELL, CONTACT 

Mark Lee  

01296 668310 or 07914 355180 

The Old Pastures
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.

In association with Mrs. Doolittle's Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856

The Old Pastures

Dog Grooming

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears.  Weekend appointments 
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower 
ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can 

cater for any size dog.  Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around:

Long Marston · Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . 

Wendover · Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING 
CLUB 

Victory Hall, Long Marston.
Long established friendly 

club, catering for all 
dogs. Any age—puppy through to  

pensioner. 
 

Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme offered.    

Qualified instructors. 
01296 668752  or 01908 502272 

 

www.longmarstondogtraining.co.uk 

Home from home  

dog sitting  
Give  your dog a lovely holiday in 10 

acres of beautiful countryside for a 

day or longer. They will be walked 

regularly and cared for like one of 

the family! 

A pre-visit is a must as I have 2 friendly dogs who need to 

give their approval, sorry  we are unable to take small 

dogs. 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit please call 

Ruth on 01296 660445 

French GCSE’s? 

Do you need a boost for school exams? 

 Individual or small groups  

Tailored to suit your needs 

 

For more information contact: 

Linda Ellis on 01296 661128 or email:  

linda@lcf.nildram.co.uk

Rose Cottage Kennels 
 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are 

enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation

Huge exercise paddocks

Personal attention at all times

Inspection welcome
Please contact for further information or bookings.

Rose Cottage Kennels
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Bucks, HP22 4PL

Telephone: (01296) 681306
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Local names and numbers 
Herts Police non-emergency number: 101 

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Rachel Vaughan,               01707 354192 

PCSO Emma Lennox 01707 354192

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858

Call the police if you see a crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444

Brownies

Claire Fordham 01296 668088  

Cubs

Jane Dawson 01442 827410

Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463

Scouts

David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society
John Kaye 01296 662975

Wilstone St. Cross:
Vicar

Rev’d Joanne Wetherall                  01442 851200

Churchwarden

Andrew Minter 01442 823605

Puttenham St Mary’s:

Rector
Rev'd Huw Bellis                             01442 822170

Churchwardens

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

John Barron 01296 631351

Long Marston All Saints

Clergy

Rev’d Jane Banister              01442 822170

Keyholder

Carole Harrison                      01296 668526           

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311

Clerk to the Parish Council

Dawn Slade                             01442 824138

Village Warden

Colin Reedman                        01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Mags Severs            01296 661021 

Long Marston Cricket Club

Paul Dumpleton 01296 662849

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School

Lindsay Armitage                   01296 661017

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Ali Driver                               01296 662482

Long Marston Tennis Club

Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School                 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

David Gauke                                 0207 219 4459

Or to make an appointment call:  01923 771781

Pet Dog Training

Claudia Cox 01296 668752

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Village News

Phil Buchi                                     01296 661339

Whitchurch Morris Men
Nigel Cox                                     01494 481478

Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096

Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272 

Women’s Institute
Lynn Foster 01296 662466

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor.

Thank you …….
To all our volunteer distributors who have 
delivered your Village News to every home 

in Tring Rural parish.

Distribution enquiries to:
Carole Harrison,  01296 668526.

Village News 
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham, 
Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote, 
Startops End.

Advertising enquiries:

Graham Thorpe

01442 822923

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Editorial contributions, articles, event notices, news 

and pictures to:

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Your editor for March will be: Colin Moore

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is: 

Thursday 16th February 2012.

You can read Village News on line at: 

www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Supported by the Long Marston and Puttenham Horticultural Society
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Thursday 16th February 8pm; Friday 17th February 8pm 
Saturday 18th February 7.30pm and Children’s Matinee 

TICKETS FROM: THE QUEEN’S HEAD, LONG MARSTON; WILSTONE VILLAGE STORES OR MEAD FARM 
SHOP, WILSTONE, OR SUNDAYS 2 – 5pm AT THE VICTORY HALL.  

ENQUIRIES: 07855 369515 

Ticket Prices:  
£6.00  
Senior Citizens: 
£4.00  
Children:  
£3.00 

At The 

Long Marston  
Victory Hall 

Pantomime Spectacular 
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Low Water uncovers signs of 

our Medieval Past
By Chris Reynolds

THE water levels in the reservoirs are lower than they 

have been for many a long year, and in Wilstone Reservoir, 

and to a lesser extent Startops, this has revealed something of 

the area's past.

500 years or more ago crop growing around the villages 

would usually have been in three large communal fields. One 

would have been planted with wheat in winter. In spring the 

second would be sown with rye, barley or oats. The third field 

would be left fallow to recover its strength for the following 

year when it would be ploughed and become the wheat field. 

Within each field there were a number of long narrow plots, 

each one furlong (furrow length) long. The oxen-drawn 

ploughs turned the soil towards the centre of each plot leaving 

a central ridge with a furrow on each side. This could have  

advantages in flat areas such as the Vale of Aylesbury where 

drainage would have been a factor,

By the eighteenth century, or even earlier, the farming 

revolution meant that this method of cultivation was aban-

doned. Over the following years the evidence would quickly 

become ploughed out, although in the right light faint ridges of 

the right dimensions can sometimes still be seen in permanent 

pasture. If you look carefully some can be seen in the large 

meadow south of the old church tower at Long Marston, to the 

west of the footpath. Other very faint ridges can be seen if you 

stand at the western most part of Startops dam and look down 

at the field on the other side of the Lower Icknield Way adja-

cent to Wingrave Road.

However there are several places in the area where we 

can be sure that there has been no ploughing for some 200 

years – and that is the bottom of the reservoirs, large areas of 

which were exposed last year by the low water levels.

This view, taken from near the western corner of the 

Wilstone dam clearly shows an evenly spaced series of green 

bands. While there is little difference in height between the 

former ridges and furrows , the selective plant growth must be 

the result of differences in the soil structure. These ridges run 

right up to the wooded edge of the reservoir, which is the 

county boundary and almost certainly the boundary of 

(contd. on page 25)

A monster from the deep                                     
by Graham Thorpe

JUST what is lurking in the depths of Wilstone  reservoir? 

Angler Craig Angove  has 

been playing this fish for 

some considerable time and is 

about to net it .

Problem  -  it must be  at least 

15 foot down to the water. A  

bit of abseiling is needed.

With a bit help from his uncle they get this huge Pike onto the 

bank. Craig savours the moment before returning this superb 

pike weighing in at 30lb 8oz (13.9kg).to the water, Craig said  

that “he and his Uncle had the best day ever and days later are 

still amazed at how they did it.” Once back  in water we could 

see it swim off…..so it is once again lurking in the waters of 

the reservoir.!


