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Hi de Hi! Glam rock stars at Wilstone fete

Phew! What a scorcher. The souvenir seaside rock makes its debut with Wilstone Show-

girls Dawn Hughes (left) and Jill Walker. Yours for 99p. Showgirl not included in offer.
(Picture: Phil Buchi/John Painter. Atlantic Ocean kindly loaned by HM Coastguard.)

IF you were wondering what the Wilstone

fete committee would come up with next,

here it is: specially made seaside rock candy

to complement the 1950’s Hi de Hi holiday

camp atmosphere at this year’s fete on Sun-

day 6th June. Wilstone Showgirls Dawn

Hughes and Jill Walker made time for a

chilly photo shoot to show off the souvenir

rock, which has “Wilstone Rocks!” written

all the way through it and will be on sale at

the fete at 99p a stick. Jill, who is also chair-

man of the fete committee, said the idea

came from a discussion about how to bring

the seaside to land-locked Wilstone. Well

known local artist Phil Madley came up with

the slogan “Wilstone Rocks!” which has

been painstakingly written right through 750

sticks by traditional rock maker Sweet

Thoughts, and a picture of Morris dancers at

the Half Moon was chosen for the label.

This seaside candy rock is still made by hand

as it has always been. The individual letters

are made up from strips of toffee laid out on

a bench and wrapped around a big lump of

warm sugar dough which is then rolled and

rolled down to the right thickness and cut

into lengths. One batch makes about 100

sticks and then they have to begin again. So

don’t go home without your 99p Wilstone

rock - a great souvenir to send to friends and

relatives, says Jill.

The Hi de Hi 1950’s holiday camp theme of

this year’s fete also includes a seaside spec-

tacular from the Wilstone Showgirls, a pa-

rade through the village led by a vintage bus,

children’s fancy dress competition and Mr

Wilstone contest. (The latter must surely

involve knobbly knees.) All this and the

popular Fun Dog Show too.

The organisers have asked us to point out

that no actual sea will be available that after-

noon, but those of us that have been to But-

lins and Pontins will no doubt recall that

most of the jolly capers that we enjoyed took

place well away from the beach anyway.

Hand-made souvenir rock is part of 1950’s holiday camp caper
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St Mary’s Puttenham
St Cross Wilstone and

All Saints Long Marston
You are most welcome to join us at any

of these services.

2 May

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

4.00pm St Cross Messy Church

6.00pm St Cross Evening Prayer

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

9 May

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

16 May

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

17 May (Monday)

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship

23 May Whit Sunday

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion

and Sunday Club

3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

30 May Trinity Sunday

10.00am St Mary's Team Service

Walk and Picnic

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer

Village News
Editor this month: Phil Buchi

Email: editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Post: Editor, 27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE.

Phone: 01442 890599

Editorial Team

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport,

Fran Flowerdew, John McCall, Colin Moore.

Advertising Managers

Alison & Matthew White 01296 660402

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Distribution Manager & Secretary

Carole Harrison 01296 668526

Finance Manager & Treasurer

John Harrison 01296 668526

Phew! What a scorcher

I must admit to be feeling a little smug at having such a

cracking picture to put on the front page (and to be able to

trot out a famous headline from the Evening Standard).

The volunteer models almost froze to the spot when asked

to take off their clothes in the biting cold wind on an April

morning - but they did it anyway. I hear great things are

planned for the Wilstone fete on 6th June, and the Show-

girls have begun rehearsals already. Can’t wait.

Pyjama honour for LMCC

It reflects considerable credit on the Long Marston Cricket

Club and their groundsman, Mr Don Winfield, that they

have been awarded a Minor Counties National Side game

on 2nd June. This 50-over game in full colour ‘pyjama’ kit

will be played against Northamptonshire and will no doubt

be a very entertaining day’s cricket. In addition to their

club games, Long Marston will also be hosts for the Herts

v. Staffs Minor Counties Championship game in August.

Cricket fans will not want to miss these opportunities to

see quality matches in delightful surroundings at our local

club.

Phil Buchi

Church services

Deadline for items for our next issue

(June) is Thursday 20th May 2010.

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed

entirely by local volunteers. Only the final printing is

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.

Let us know if we are not!

Printed by Express Printing
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855.

Read Village News on line at:
www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)
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What’s on... 
Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)

The public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Wednesday 19th May, Long Marston village hall.

Wednesday 16th June, Wilstone village hall.

Times for mobile library
Thursdays, fortnightly: May 6th and 20th.

Tringford (Piggeries Pine) 11.10 to 11.30

Wilstone (The Half Moon) 11.35 to 12.35

Astrope (Astrope Lane) 13.15 to 13.35

Puttenham (Church Lane ) 13.40 to 14.40

Long Marston (Queen’s Head) 14.50 to 16.20

Wilstone village shop opening hours are:
Monday to Saturday: 7.30am to 1.00pm

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon.

On the May Bank Holidays, 3rd & 31st May, the shop will be

open from 7.30 am to 1pm. (Normal newspaper deliveries.)

1 - 15 May

Tring Spring Fair: 2-week programme of events.

Saturday 1 May

"May-Day" madrigals & breakfast 6:00am, Puttenham.

Sunday 2 May

Long Marston Tennis Club open afternoon, from 2pm.

‘Pirates of Penzance’. Vale G & S Society at the Court

Theatre, Pendley, 7.30pm. £8 to £12.

Monday 3 May

Aldbury May Fair. 12 noon to 5pm. Village green.

Thursday 6 May

General Election. Polling stations open 7am - 10pm.

Saturday 8 May

“Horti” May Ball, at Cheddington VH. Tickets £40.

Sunday 9 May

Spring plant fair at Ashridge, 11am - 4pm. National Trust.

Tuesday 11 May
Wilstone village hall AGM. 8pm at the village hall.

Sunday 23 May

Cheddington Bowls Club open afternoon. 2 - 5pm.

Tuesday 25 May

Flower arranging with the one and only Neil Gurney!

7.30 Wilstone village hall. Tickets £8 from Wilstone shop.

Saturday 29 May

Jumble Sale, 2.00pm. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham.

29, 30, 31 May

Mentrmore Arts Festival. See ad page 5. £2, kids free.

29 and 30 May

Hertfordshire County Show, Redbourn (J9, M1).

Sunday 30 May

‘Paganini and a little Britten’. Tring Chamber Music. At St.

John the Baptist, Aldbury, 7.30, £13. 01442 822732.

LONG MARSTON TENNIS CLUB

OPEN AFTERNOON

SUNDAY 2 MAY

YOU ARE WARMLY INVITED TO JOIN US!

TRY OUT YOUR LOCAL COURTS

FREE COACHING FOR JUNIORS AT 2 pm

TENNIS AND TEA FROM 3 pm

Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society

CHILDREN’S BIKE RIDE
Sunday 13th June 10.30am

Start & finish at the Queen’s Head
Entry Fee 50p

Sweets for all children who finish the course.
This event is for children & accompanying adults. 

Come along and enjoy a leisurely ride of about 

2 hours around the immediate area, following 

clues and answering questions along the route. 

THIS IS NOT A RACE. 
 

This event is designed for children aged 14 and under.

Competitors will be judged on the number of questions

answered correctly without adult help.

Competent children may cycle without an adult only with the
consent of their parent/guardian who will be required to sign

them in at the start.

Wilstone Village Hall

AGM

8pm Tuesday 11th May
At the Village Hall. All welcome.
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Wednesday 2 June

Minor Counties cricket: National side v. Northants 2nd XI

at Long Marston. 50 overs, coloured kit and black screens.

Sunday 6 June

Wilstone fete: Hi de Hi seaside holiday camp, from 12.30.

Saturday 12 June
‘Just Ballroom for Fun’ Wilstone village hall. 8pm. £8.

Sunday 13 June

Children’s Bike Ride, 10.30am from the Queen’s Head.

Tuesday 15 June

Herts v. Northants over-60s XIs at Long Marston CC.

Sunday 20 June
Marsworth Steam Rally.

Sunday 20 June

“Beethoven's Five” Tring Chamber Music. Church of St

Peter & St Paul, Tring, 7.30, £13. 01442 822732.

13, 14 July
Hertfordshire v. Oxfordshire development XIs at Long Mar-

ston Cricket Club. (Tom Orford trophy.)

Saturday 17 July

Fun Day. Wilstone church garden. 2-4pm.

1, 2, 3 August

Minor Counties cricket: Hertfordshire v. Staffordshire at

Long Marston Cricket Club.

Saturday 7 August

Long Marston village show.

Saturday 25 September

‘Mozart by Candlelight’. Tring Chamber Music. All Saints

Church, Long Marston, 7.30pm, £13. 01442 822732.

Saturday 2 October

Jumble Sale 2:00pm. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham.

Saturday 30 October

Supper & Auction 2:00pm. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham.

Wilstone Village Hall Committee Presents... 
 

Not only Ballroom for Fun! 

Another evening for 

everyone who loves dancing. 

By popular demand WVHC present an evening of  
dancing (and tuition) for everyone. Dance professionals 
Joanne and Gordon will be on hand (or foot) to help you 

really enjoy the evening. Ballroom, Latin, Salsa, and Jive. 
Terrific non-stop music to dance to.  

Limited number of tickets so book now. 

Saturday 12th June, 8pm  
Wilstone Village Hall 

 

Tickets £8 from Maggie Buchi 01442 890599
Licenced bar - Charity raffle 
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Tue 7.30 p.m. Goldfields School 
Wed 9.30 a.m. Red Cross Hall 
Thu 7.30 a.m. Tring School Gym 
Fri 9.45 a.m. Wilstone Village Hall 

Unlimited Classes 

£5 a week, paid 

by monthly  

standing order. 

Contact Keri on 

07900 987230 

www.jazzclass.co.uk 

Jazzercise1@ 

hotmail.co.uk 

Jazzercise blends 

Aerobics, Yoga, 

Pilates and Kick-

boxing move-

ments into fun 

dance routines set 

to fresh new mu-

sic, meaning you 

never get bored ! 

Free class with this 

ad at these loca-

tions. ALL FITNESS 

LEVELS WELCOME. 

Please come along 

for your FREE no obli-

gation class.  

News in brief…

Head teacher resigns

Mrs Sarah Winter, head teacher at Long Marston School since

September, is to leave at the end of the summer term after only

one year in the post. Cllr. Jill Finlan, a governor at the school,

told Councillors that Mrs Winter cited personal and family

reasons for her resignation. She was appointed in 2009 to

succeed Mr Peter Dickenson, who had held the post for 20

years.

Culvert cleared

Residents of Rosebarn Lane in Wilstone may now be able to

venture out when it’s raining once more as the blocked culvert

which caused the lane to become awash has been cleared.

Though the Parish Council had asked for action to deal with

this problem, credit must also go to a local resident who made

many phone calls to Dacorum officials and made sure they

turned up and fixed it. Just shows that villagers can get things

done themselves. Nothing’s ever that simple though, as it

turns out that Dacorum are only responsible for the first 20

yards of the culvert. That bit has been cleared out, and the

engineers think that should have fixed the problem. After that,

the culvert crosses under the road and that bit is the responsi-

bility of Hertfordshire Highways. (By the way, when the

stream water gets to the Wilstone Brook on the other side of

the road it gets promoted, and becomes entitled to supervision

by the Environment Agency on its long passage to the North

Sea via the River Thame.) It has been unseasonably dry since

the work was carried out so villagers won’t find out if it works

until it rains.

Are you Mr Wilstone?

Put June 6th in your diary as the village fete promises to be a

fun packed day with Wilstone opening it's holiday camp. Pull

on your shorts and roll them up to see if you have the knobbli-

est knees or if indeed you are 'Mr Wilstone'. There will a great

fancy dress competition for the children as well as the art com-

petition. Performances on the day will include our very own

Wilstone Showgirls and Hemel Hempstead Silver Band. So

come and join in the fun.

As usual we need your support so please come and enjoy the

day, bake cakes to be sold or save your bric-a-brac. If you can

help out on the day please contact Jill Walker, 01442 827891.
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WATER QUALITY PROBLEMS
in your natural pond (¼+ acres) ?

Algae (’green water’ or ‘blanket weed’),

thick, black, smelly mud or, is your pond

‘dead’ ? We have the solutions, with our

aerators and Pond Healer Remedies. We can offer water-testing

and algae identification services, and treatments for algae and thick

black mud. Dissolve organic mud without expensive, messy

dredging. ‘Refreshes’ water and reverses stagnation.

All our remedies are harmless to you, wildlife and the environment

We have an in-house scientist and informative

website:www.spirexaquatec.com Tel: 01527 821 601

Enjoy your pond, don’t endure it!

Licensed Private Hire

Established 1984

Alpine Cars
(Formerly Cheddington Cars)

Door to Door Service

To Airports, Seaports, London

To Book or for a Quote Call

07836 272122

EXPECTING VISITORS 
Can’t accommodate them? Well we can. 

B&B 
Family room available - en suite bathroom,  
separate study area - TV - reasonable rates 
Farm house in the centre of Long Marston 

Phone Gillie 01296 668548 

LAST year Tring enjoyed a Spring Fayre for the first time! It was

a two week programme of activities and events that encouraged

people to get active and enjoy 'Tring in spring'.

This year Tring Spring Fayre will take place between 1st-15th

May, with an exciting programme that encourages people to get

'active' again, by joining in with a variety of guided walks; en-

courages more 'exploring' with open days/sessions and offers a

whole assortment of other spring related activities.

Highlights of the fortnight include a Black Poplar Walk led by

Jo Woodbridge on Sunday 2 May at 11.00 am from Wilstone

Village Hall. This walk aims to raise money for Breakthrough

Breastcancer through a suggested £5 donation by each participat-

ing walker, so do please come along and show your support.

Other events include Nordic Walking, an introduction to bird

watching at Ashridge and a historic walk through Tring town

centre.

The launch event takes place on Saturday 1st May, 11am-3pm, when visitors can feed and stroke animals including lambs, chicks

and ducklings on Church Square and enjoy spring activities and stalls organised by local groups; M&S will also be running a

Spring Taste Event in Dolphin Square.

Leaflets with full details can be picked up from the Farm shop, next to the till in the tearoom. The leaflets also contain vouchers

at the back for such treats as 2 for 1 on Afternoon Tea at Pendley Manor and 2 for 1 on lunches at The Akeman.

A second year for Tring in spring by Abby Fermont
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Pumping station revival at Little Tring by Phil Buchi

BRITISH WATERWAYS have plans to re-

furbish the historic Tringford pumping sta-

tion at Little Tring, and make it a base for

their local operations crew. The pump house,

a listed building, opened in 1817 and was

originally operated by steam engine. It is

presently home to four powerful electric

pumps which between them provide the wa-

ter to operate the Grand Union canal between

London and Birmingham. Mr Whyatt, Re-

gional Operations Manager for BW, came to

the April Parish Council meeting to explain

the proposals in advance of a formal plan-

ning application being submitted. He ex-

plained the strategic importance of the build-

ing to the canal network - which could not

operate without it. Locally BW have more

buildings than they need for today’s opera-

tions, and this has led to the closure of the

depots at Marsworth and Bulbourne. At both

of these sites there are development opportu-

nities so BW plans to sell them. The large

building of the Tringford pumping station is

under used and somewhat dilapidated. As it

is essential to the canal network, it makes

sense to make better use of it, he said, and its listed building

status could attract money for much needed refurbishments

which BW otherwise could not find.

The proposal is to make internal changes to provide space for

eight desks, a messroom and toilets. The operations team of

twelve people who are responsible for the canal from Rick-

mansworth to Stoke Bruene would have this as their base,

though most of their work is out and about on the canal, and

they would not be there every day. Materials would not be

stored there and no new buildings were needed, but the yard

would be improved for parking. Access along the private lane

by Manor Farm was not ideal, Mr Whyatt explained, so a

separate proposal to build a new access track is also being

drawn up. This would run north from the pumping station to

join the Little Tring Road, and a traffic survey was currently

underway to provide the necessary information. (I had won-

dered what the traffic counters on the road were for. Ed.)

Plans are being drawn up now with applications likely to be

submitted in June or July. If all goes well, the team could

move in during 2011. Residents, and the Parish Council, will

have their chance to give their views once the plans are pub-

lished. Worth looking out for.

The pumping station at Little Tring is a substantial building, much altered

over the years since it opened in 1817. (Picture: Village News)

Hi de Hi Wilstone - not long now! by Diana Crapnell

JUST a few short weeks to go to the grand opening day of the

Wilstone Holiday Camp on Sunday 6th June, and the Yellow

Coats are in final rehearsals to make sure you have a great day

out.

There’ll be so much going on. A vintage bus is being spruced

up to lead the procession from the War Memorial to the fete

ground. On the way you can cheer on your team in the ‘Battle

of the Sexes’. Then once the Holiday Camp is open there’ll be

a great BBQ, plus home made cakes in the Camp Cafe. Out

on the field we’ll have swing boats, a children’s roundabout

and the megaslide, not to mention a bungey run challenge for

those who dare to take it on! And come and meet our seaside

donkeys, they’ll be very happy to see you. Not forgetting our

fantastic fun dog show and a host of great stalls to tempt you.

What more could you want?

Raffle tickets will be available soon at The Wilstone Shop,

The Half Moon and the Farm Shop. There are some fantastic

prizes on offer including a MX5 car for the weekend (subject

to some restrictions of course), a Family Portrait session, a

fantastic hamper of Liz Earle beauty products worth over

£150, £50 of John Lewis vouchers, a family ticket to

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard plus many, many other great

prizes. Make sure you don’t miss out, get your tickets as soon

as you can. A reminder too that we’ll shortly be calling on you

to see if you can help with the following:

Bric a brac - Books - Items for the tombola -

Plants for the plant stall - Home made cakes.

Finally, don’t forget to join in the fun by coming along dressed

to match our theme of the British Seaside in the late 50s/early

60s. It’s truly going to be a blast from the past. See you there!
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The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 

A variety of eye treatments 
Calgel Nail System 

 

*Scented candles     *Bath oils and handmade soaps  
*Silver and dress jewellery    *Cards and gift wrapping 

 

Vouchers and “Gift hampers” available 
 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

ASPARAGUS
Home grown, freshly picked

and delicious

At Bull Lake Farm,

Ford End, Ivinghoe,

Leighton Buzzard,

LU7 9EA

Ring 01296 668175 for

availability and directions.

Master classes at Mentmore festival

Mentmore Arts Festival: May bank holiday, 29-31 May 2010

THIS year for the first time Master Classes are being offered at the festival. The

sessions will last three hours with a half hour break for lunch. Refreshments will be

available in the village hall garden. The cost of £15 per person, per session will in-

clude the basic materials required for each class.

Saturday 29th 11am to 2pm Life Drawing with Linda Daniel.

Sunday 30th 11am to 2pm Landscape painting with Graham Morgan.

Monday 31st 11am to 2pm Flower painting with John Wilkinson.

On completion of the master class the students will be asked to leave their work on

display until the end of the day for the visitors to view.

For an application form contact Caroline Gates at: Room No 9, 5A High Street,

Leighton Buzzard, Beds, LU7 1DN. Email: gates_caroline@hotmail.com.

Or visit the website www.mentmore-arts-festival.co.uk

WI correspondent correction

WE apologise to Liz Young for not giving her the credit for the WI report in the

April issue. The by-line said “Margaret Kelland”, but Margaret has pointed out that

we made that up. Sorry. Just shows you can’t believe everything you read in the

papers. We hope to receive many more items from Liz for future editions.
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FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

We are open 4 mornings a week from 9.15am to 11.45am 
We have a great team of Fully-Qualified Staff 

Lunch Club on Tues & Fri: 11.45am – 1.15pm 
For more information or to arrange a visit, please contact 

our Playleader: Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 
 

LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 
Everyone Welcome. Come And Meet Some New Faces:

Wednesday mornings (term time) 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston 

£1.50 per child (50p additional children over 1 year) 
Sally Smith: 01296 661689 

Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
 can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service.

Just call 07875 534780 for more details.

Sudoku Corner by Colin Moore

Start with the 6 on the bottom squares. Keep at the sixes
and resolve as many as possible. This one is fairly straight
forward once you get going.

No 49 Easy
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Easter egging-on by Andy Ashwell

WE spent the Easter week in the Lake District where you al-

ways expect it to rain but secretly hope that it won’t. Knowing

the unpredictability of the local weather, and heeding Ranulph

Fiennes’ observation that “There is no such thing as bad

weather, only inappropriate clothing”, we packed everything

from summer shorts to thermal long johns.

Needless to say, as soon as we turned off the M6 it started to

rain. The rain continued solidly for the following day and a

half before stopping abruptly to remain uncharacteristically

dry for the rest of our stay. Judging by the debris on the river-

side hedgerows the water was not as high as it had been during

the November storms when Cockermouth flooded, but it was

still well above normal.

This caused us a slight problem on our first walk of the holi-

day. Florence is a good little walker but only when she wants

to be. Simply admiring the scenery and enjoying the fresh air

isn’t enough – she needs another reason. So, on our warm-up

walk her incentive was the promise of crossing some stepping

stones at the far end. Unfortunately, when we got there the

stepping stones were, along with the blooming daffodils, com-

pletely submerged under two feet of rushing water.

When Florence realised that the stepping stones were off the

agenda she started to whine like a Mini Metro’s gearbox until

Mummy came up with a great solution to ease her disappoint-

ment – an Easter egg hunt. A bit of a strange suggestion con-

sidering that Mummy is a dentist, but Florence seemed keen

so I didn’t say anything. Instead I found myself running ahead

to hide a mini chocolate egg which Florence then had to

find…and eat. Bearing in mind that it was Florence who

needed motivating, it did strike me as a little odd that Mummy

ate every other egg.

Over the rest of the Easter weekend everywhere we visited

seemed to be staging its own Easter egg hunt. Of course we

had to partake in all of them and by Monday afternoon had

amassed enough chocolate to rot all our teeth many times

over.

One day we took a boat trip on Coniston Water; it was very

windy and choppy. Although Donald Campbell managed to

reach almost 300mph, we struggled to make even 3mph into

the ferocious headwind. Having climbed off the bobbing boat

and safely reached the end of the rickety jetty, I suddenly real-

ised that I had left my rucksack, which contained the car keys,

on the boat. More worryingly, though, was the fact that the

rucksack also contained our little bag of mini-eggs.

I sprinted back up the jetty and tried to hail the captain but,

because the wind had put him behind schedule, he was too

interested in getting to his next port of call to hear my shouts

of despair. As storm clouds gathered above Mummy, I con-

sulted the ferry timetable. It claimed that the walk back to the

start would take us 50 minutes; the boat on its roundtrip

should be there in 55. The race was on.

I reckoned that if Florence didn’t dawdle too much we had a

reasonable chance of getting back in time to reclaim our be-

longings before the boat set off again. She must have read my

mind because, almost immediately, she was asking to do an-

other Easter egg hunt. Quick as a flash Mummy suggested that

we could hunt for pretend eggs that she could exchange for

real mini-eggs if we got back before the boat. Initially Flor-

ence wasn’t too impressed until I suggested much to

Mummy’s dismay, double egg rations instead. Florence

couldn’t believe her luck and sprinted off down the path. 47

minutes and 17 seconds later I stood on the jetty to welcome

the chocolate-bearing boat with open arms – Florence with

open mouth.

Ironically, as I stood chastising Mummy (no fillings) about her

hypocritical stance on chocolate and its damaging effects on

Florence’s (perfect) teeth one of my umpteen fillings fell out

as I bit smugly into a supposedly healthy apple.

24 hours later, one filling extra and £43 lighter I was once

again back to my full complement of amalgam. When I con-

sider the comparative state of all our teeth, I think that in fu-

ture I’ll keep quiet and leave all the dental decisions to some-

one who knows best.

An alternative to chocolate? Picture: Andy Ashwell.
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Need an evening out? Come to

the Half Moon for great food,

choice of wines, and good beers.

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410

A warm welcome guaranteed!

Parish Council news            by Phil Buchi 

AWJW SERVICES
All Garden Work Carried Out

Borders - Lawn Care - Shrubs - Roses

Hedge & Tree Work - Paving & Turfing

All Types of Fencing and

Gates Supplied and Erected

Paddock Maintenance - Rolling, Topping

& Harrowing

Grass cutting - domestic, public,

commercial areas

Alan Winfield
Ivy Cottage, Cheddington Lane,

Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QP.

Tel: 01296-668977

Mobiles: 07803 058655 & 07778 919333

Email: ivy-cott@supanet.com

Fully Insured.

Established Over 20 Years.

New Inquiries Welcome.

Abandoned housing project

NO one has any idea what it going to happen to the affordable

housing project in Wilstone, abandoned in March by the de-

veloper Aldwyck Housing Group. Dacorum Councillor Derek

Townsend has tabled questions for the full council meeting of

Dacorum Borough Council, who own the land and are the

planning authority. He is seeking answers to questions about

future plans for the land in the centre of the village, and about

who is going to maintain it in the meantime. The site has now

been made secure with new fencing at the Grange Road en-

trance. Parish Councillors said that things cannot remain as

they are, and know that Dacorum has an obligation to put land

in public ownership to good use.

New Parish Councillor selected

Three people expressed an interest in taking up the vacancy

for a Parish Councillor left by the resignation of Mrs Kim

Deathe. This is encouraging in a small community, when

many parish councils thoughout the land are struggling to fill

vacancies. There are no automatic elections for Parish Coun-

cils - voters have to formally request a ballot. In this case no

electors asked for a ballot in response to the notice placed by

the Clerk to the Council, so the process is that candidates pre-

sent themselves for interview by a panel of Councillors. The

interviews have taken place, but at the time of going to press

the result had not been announced.

Notice to toddlers: swing seats

All toddlers are advised that the “cradle seats” on the swings

at Wilstone and Long Marston are to be replaced shortly. The

rubber material they are made from is deteriorating, and al-

though they are perfectly safe, they are leaving black marks on

users’ clothing. Intending users should in the meantime con-

sider wearing old trousers to avoid incurring parental wrath. It

would be a helpful public service if readers could bring this

information to the notice of any under-5s of their acquaint-

ance, as we understand that not all toddlers are regular readers

of Village News.

On other pages:

Pumping station revival at Little Tring, page 8.

Head teacher resigns, page 6.

Culvert cleared, page 6.
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The Queens Head Long Marston 

Fullers & Gales Real Ales     Regular Guest Ales   Cask Marque 
Approved Quality Wines by the bottle or the Glass 

Open All Day 
Home Cooked Sunday Roasts 12noon - 5pm 

Food served Mon - Sat 12noon - 3pm & 7pm -9pm 
 

To reserve your table call us on 01296 668368 

An appealing 16th Century coaching Inn that continues to 
retain that traditional pub atmosphere. With the original 
flagstone floor, exposed wooden beams and the open fire 
place, this is a comfortable place to spend time with friends 
when having a drink or a bite to eat. Our menu offers a 
choice of light bites or traditional pub grub sourced from 
local farms and butchers.  
 

Jon & Beckie look forward to seeing you. 

Richard Miller's open 
mic night  

last Monday of the 
month.  

Quiz night first Sunday  

of the month.  
 

Email:  
queenshead@ fsmail.net

Your Parish Councillors are:

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman) 01296 661 311

Mr Chris Griffiths 01296 668 257

Mr Alan Winfield 01296 668 977

Mrs Abby Fermont 01442 825 352

Mr Nick Murrell 01296 668 190

Mr Peter Foster 01442 825 282

Mrs Jill Finlan 01296 661 716

Vacancy

The Clerk to the Council is:

Mrs Dawn Slade 01442 824 138

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk

The Village Warden is:

Mr Colin Reedman 01442 822 031

Parish Council website: www.tringruralpc.org.uk

You can view and comment on planning applications at

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Open 7 days
Lower Icknield Way, Wilstone Green, Tring, HP23 4NT

Tel: 01442 828478
www.pemeadandsons.co.uk

•Home produced cold pressed extra virgin rapeseed oil
• our own beef and lamb• local sausages and cured

bacon • local pickles • preserves • quality fresh fruit
and vegetables • pet food • Heygates animal feeds.

Tea Room and Gift Shop where you can enjoy
tea, coffee, cakes, sandwiches or a light lunch.

We look forward to seeing you soon!

Spring special!

J. Arthur Bower’s
multipurpose composts

3 for only £10.

New notice board is for us all

The battered old parish notice board at Long Marston has

been replaced by a brand new model located at the village

hall. Clerk to the Council Dawn Slade is no doubt rejoicing

that she will

no more col-

lect splinters

in her fingers

and broken

nails from

trying to dig

the drawing

pins out of

the rotten old

board. She

also wants to

point out that

part of the

notice board is for Parish Council notices, and that bit is

locked, but the remainder is for us all to use and that section

is not locked.

Any villager can place notices of a non-commercial nature

on this bit (bring your own pins) provided that they do not

stay up for ever. The Village Warden, Colin Reedman, has

been given the task of supervising the notices - you have been

warned.
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Keep up with Long Marston Cricket Club progress and

events by visiting www.lmcc.org.uk

Letters...

Pyjamas arrive at LMCC in June with a national team

AT last the cold of winter has gone, grass

mown and first games of the season under way

on schedule on 17th April. A very hectic time

for Don Winfield, our ever reliable grounds-

man who celebrated his 80th birthday a couple

of days before the season officially started.

A successful start for our first XI who pro-

gressed to the next round of the Cherwell Sen-

ior Cup with a victory at Witney Mills and a

good warm up for the second XI who lost in

the last over to Cublington in a pre season

friendly.

League season will get underway on the 8th

May with our first XI travelling to Tiddington,

second XI entertaining Aston Rowant and our third XI making

the journey into Oxford to take on their 6th XI.

On Weds 2nd June the full national Minor Counties Cricket

Association side take on Northants 2nd XI in our first venture

into ‘pyjama cricket’. The 50 over a side game will be played

with a white ball, coloured clothing and black screens. Meet-

ings with representatives from the Minor Counties Cricket

Association confirm that their team will be selected from all

available players nationally. This promises to be a very good

event for the club and also an excellent opportunity for specta-

tors to see a different brand of cricket. If you like watching

cricket, this date is a must for your diary.

All the other major events are confirmed. June 15th sees Hert-

fordshire over 60’s take on Northants over 60’s and on the 13th

& 14th July the Hertfordshire and Oxfordshire development

XI’s do battle in the Tom Orford Trophy.

The first three days of August see our now annual Minor

Counties fixture when Hertfordshire take on Staffordshire in

the Minor Counties championship.

by Paul Dumpleton

Minor Counties action from Herts v. Northumberland at Long Marston in

2009. This year there will be all-colour kit on 2nd June. (Picture: Colin Moore)

From Liz Faulkner, Wilstone.

Six months completed at the

Wilstone village shop

HAVING completed six months trading at Wilstone shop, I

feel I must once again thank all those who supported us by

using the shop and those who volunteered to help, thus giving

us much needed time off.

It seems to have been a long six months incorporating snow,

ice, delivery difficulties and illness. However, everyone ral-

lied round and we opened every day for business.

Here’s to summer, and the next six months.

Liz.

Ian Shaw

Libby and her family would like to say an enormous thank-

you to all the villagers who supported them through Ian’s

illness and death.

I was totally overwhelmed with the help I received on the

day of the celebration of my “quiet, dignified, gentle man”

on 22nd April 2010.

Libby, Jon, Helen and Tom.

P.S. I have every intention of cashing in on all of the offers

that were made on the day.

Can you lend a gazebo for the fete?

DO you have a gazebo that the Wilstone fete could borrow on

the fete day (Sunday June 6) in case of blazing sun (we

hope!) or rain?

If you can lend a gazebo to the fete committee for the day

please contact Jill Walker on 01442 827891.

Jill would also be pleased to hear from anyone able to help

with setting up on Saturday 5th June and taking down after

the fete. Hi de Hi!
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge.

MOTs available on site 

Welding - Tyres - 

Wheels balanced - 

Batteries - Exhausts - 

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
 

Phone: 01296 662280
New Fax: 01296 662347

Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston.

Do you want a local reliable

PLUMBER
that you can trust?

Installation of bathrooms

kitchens, washing machines

taps, radiators, towels rails etc.

Call John Byrom

in Pitstone

07860 340 130

Hello all. I hope again that you are all keeping well, and are

enjoying the start of the good weather.

Police surgeries

As we no longer have the use of the mobile police station, we

have decided to implement some Police surgeries in the vil-

lages, we are hoping that this gives residents the opportunity

to come along to meet with the local officers and discuss any

concerns or local issues. Mags Severs has kindly made some

dates available for us to have a surgery in Victory Hall, Long

Marston so the surgery here will be held on Saturday 12th June

2010 from 10.30-12.00. Liz from the Wilstone village shop

has also kindly made dates available and we will be advertis-

ing these dates in the shop and on local notice boards. So if

you are about and wish to discuss anything please pop along.

You can still visit us at our current surgeries held every Mon-

day at Tesco’s Tring between 1-2pm or every Wednesday at

the Tring Library between 10.30-11.30am.

Crime prevention

However as the warmer weather arrives, the opportunities for

thieves can increase with open windows, insecure sheds and

gardening tools left out - but there are some simple ways you

can help keep your home secure.

At home:

Lock all doors before you go out and when you go to bed,

and ensure all windows are secure before leaving your home.

If you have any UPVC doors, make sure you lift the handle

and use the key to lock it properly.

Register your possessions on free online property database

www.immobilise.com - it can help police return them to you if

they are lost or stolen.

In the garden:

Keep your shed securely locked by using a strong padlock as

the bare minimum, and remember to lock your garden gate.

Keep hedges and shrubs in your front garden below window-

sill height to prevent a burglar having a 'screen' to work be-

hind.

Always put away any gardening equipment and tools when

you've finished with them - a shovel could be just what a bur-

glar needs to break in.

In the car:
Don't leave any valuables in your car - even if you know the

bag on the front seat is empty, a thief may still try their luck,

leaving you with a broken window to deal with.

Remove your sat nav and its holder from the car - don't leave

it in the glove box as that's the first place a thief will look -

and make sure you wipe away any suction marks.

It may sound obvious, but remember to shut your windows

and sunroof when you leave your car. Enjoy the weather.

Police surgeries to come to the villages by Thomas Montgomery, Herts Police
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The agricultural story line… by David Mead

I’M writing this on a beautiful sunny Sunday morning. Every-

one in the paper queue in Wilstone shop had smiles on faces,

even a few good mornings. But there are strange things going

on. The beautiful blue sky is cloudless and there is not a sin-

gle vapour trail to be seen. I can’t blame the good people of

Iceland for not controlling their volcano or perhaps they are

because there is not much sign of a cloud of dust over Wil-

stone. We do import a lot of fresh food at this time of the

year. I can see crops from Africa flying into Spain and joining

Spanish produce on the big lorries that regularly travel up to

the U.K. If the price of wheat goes up, well it is on £88 a ton

at the moment - a price we were getting in the 1980s. I hope

that by the time this is read the problem will have sorted itself

out.

And then there is the General Election. In years gone by Lady

Davidson represented the Hemel Hempstead constituency and

she came out to the villages, would stand on the village green

and face the voters. I think I’m right in saying there were a

few to the left of centre who had quite a lot to say. M.P.s don’t

stand on village greens any more. It’s sad really.

There are still some connections with those times. Mick

Jowett tells me of weekends in the Aces High Gallery in

Wendover where World War II pilots are invited to be wined

and dined and they meet members of the public, sign pictures

and remember old times. German pilots have also been in-

vited, one in particular recounts how at a certain high altitude

he could listen to Very Lynn, he being a big fan.

I’ve had an enquiry from a lady in Drayton Beauchamp. Did I

know anything about a war time story about gliders being hid-

den in hay fields? I have a contact number if anyone has any

information.

It’s never right, we wanted some warm sunny weather now we

want some rain. As I write a small white cloud has appeared

from the south bringing rain and blowing the dust back to Ice-

land.

By the first week of May we should have turned out some

cattle. It was a time of great excitement. Bicycle tyres were

pumped up, route planned, gateways defended, cattle yard

gates opened. For the first 10 minutes they were at full gallop

with people ahead warning cars and keeping the herd going in

the right direction. It was when the cattle tired and had a

mouth full of grass from the verge that things got tricky.

There were never enough people to protect every gateway and

gap. The alleyways of Wilstone were very tempting. Much

cursing and swearing from all departments. Getting ahead of a

bullock if it chose to go along the towpath was difficult and

taking cattle along the track from the cemetery to the back of

Wilstone Reservoir was fraught with problems. Apple trees,

woods and worst of all the reed beds. On one occasion one of

the bunch left the rest into a wheat field. After a big gallop

around field, came out of field on to road on to bonnet of car

into ditch where it was firmly wedged. Soon after that a cattle

trailer was acquired and peace returned.

We celebrated Grandchildren, Jessica and Tim’s 21st birth-

days this weekend. It doesn’t seem all that time ago that

Teresa and I visited Jenny and Lina in next door beds in St.

Mary’s Hospital, Halton. I don’t think that it was their arrival

that caused the hospital to close.

Sunshine and empty blue skies

Jazzercise for Sport Relief
by Keri Donnellan

ON Saturday 20 March 2010 at the Grange School in Ayles-

bury, 80 women and children (and a couple of men!) joined

together to dance for two hours in aid of Sport Relief. Using

Jazzercise routines from the last 20 years, the theme was

Fame, as many dressed up in brightly coloured leotards, leg-

gings and leg warmers, with the odd fluorescent tutu thrown

in ! With 6 instructors teaching, everyone got to see their fa-

vourite perform, and what a great performance they all put in

too. Here are a couple of quotes that appeared on Facebook

straight after the event:

Julia Dobson: It was FANTASTIC - Well done to Keri and all

the instructors who were BRILLIANT - it was great fun and

so well organised. LOVED IT!!!! xxx

Barbara Kendal: What a fantastic morning! Still buzzing,

thanks to all the girls involved for their hard work organising

it. Brilliant Keri !! loved it, especially since its all for a good

cause and hope may make a difference to someone some-

where. x

Money was raised by selling tickets to the event for £5 each,

then raffle tickets on the day. I was expecting about £500 to be

raised, but the final total came to an amazing £774, so people

were incredibly generous on the day buying raffle tickets, in

the hopes of winning either Sport Relief or Jazzercise items.

Massed Jazzercise for Sport Relief at Aylesbury



Village News

Page 17 May 2010

ROOFING

Specialist in
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing

Guttering, Facias and Building Works.
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG.

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031 Mobile: 07951 220904

CLIVE CARTWRIGHT

PLASTERING & ARTEXING
New work, Renovations or Repairs

Domestic or Commercial

Free estimates

Quality work

38 years experience

Phone (01442) 823599

Mobile 07801 809554

Weird object saga draws to an end (at last) by Lawless Ken

I was pleased to be asked by the Ed in chief to submit a con-

clusion to this long running saga.

The Weird Object had gained the approval of HRH the former

Queen of Wilstonia who sat on what's called her contemporary

throne aside Yan at the bar. She mentioned how the weird

object had somehow brought laughter to her servants and

populous and stated it seemed to act as an incentive in and

around the village to many. Had we not noticed mature and

grown up Doggie parents actually picking up woopsies left

scattered about in many areas by their little darling precious's

as well as villagers out actually collecting all sorts of rubbish

etc; whilst armed with large black refuse sacks never mind

litter pickers and all this in order to keep her domain clean and

tidy. The question being was this in any way due to the com-

ing of " The Weird Object ". Who knows? Here I am trying to

put it to bed.

The following Friday just before Magdaleana's Night in the

now established Showhouse village hall we sat and chat-

ted whilst enjoying our drinks in the comfortable surroundings

which make up " The Half Moon ". Yan was her usual self and

as busy as a bee. Whilst in the company of Pete, Colin, Paul

and John de Beauchamp we were joined by Horatio who ex-

plained whilst guzzling away on his favourite tipple he had

had a traumatic week since last seen. We assumed the disman-

tling of the moat was upon orders from above and although he

would have preferred dealing with his own problems in his

own way he felt his her indoors needs pacifying in order to

secure points. At which point we all stood and raised our

glasses. Knowledge is a great gift. Never err in managerial

disputes, always appear to give in, for that's what counts. What

happened next brought a tear to my eyes, for from underneath

Horatios attire he produced a package and I am not jesting

even though it did interrupt my Haggis (and Chips for all tak-

ers). Luckily coiffeuse of the year was not about, however

much to the surprise of all present yours truly was presented

with "The Weird Object" as a gift to keep forever and always.

What amazes me is again John Le Camera was missing to cap-

ture the moment. Ah, that's still life! Horatio continued with

words worthy of an orator and I obliged by stating that at a

later date my intention is to imbed the said object in new gate

pillars once erected and when funds allow accompanied by a

plaque for all villagers to browse at when passing. Hoping of

course Ben Nevis of Reeves makes no objection. However it

would be nice if he took an interest as it’s up his street.

(Phew. The end. None the wiser? A visit to the Table By The

Toilets at the Half Moon on a Friday may help - or it may not.

Thanks for keeping us enthralled, Lawless. More entertaining

nonsense welcome. Ed.)



Village News

Page 18 May 2010

Recipe        by Anna Ashwell 

Now that asparagus is in season why not try this recipe for a different way to serve it. You can make the parcels as
large or small as you want depending on whether you are serving them as a main course or a starter.

Ingredients (serves 6)

• 350g fresh asparagus

• 175g Gruyere or Emmental cheese

• 3 tablespoons of freshly grated Parmesan cheese (plus a little extra)

• 200ml crème fraiche

• 375g pack fresh, ready-rolled puff pastry

• 2 large egg yolks beaten with a tablespoon of milk.

Remove the pastry from the fridge and allow it to come to room temperature.
Wash the asparagus then take each stalk in both hands and snap off the woody end.
Steam or boil the stalks for a minute or two until just tender.
Allow the stalks to cool then cut each one into three pieces.
Cut the Gruyere or Emmental into 1cm cubes.

In a small bowl mix the Parmesan and crème fraiche with salt and pepper to taste.
Carefully un-roll the pastry on a floured work surface and cut it into 3 widthways. Roll out one piece until it meas-
ures 18x35cm, then cut that piece into two. Repeat this with the rest of the pastry until you have 6 squares in total.
To make the parcels brush the edges of each square with the egg/ milk mixture. Place 1/6 of the crème fraiche mix-
ture into the centre; put 1/6 of the asparagus on top with a few cubes of the gruyere.
Pull up the opposite corners of each square to meet in the centre like an envelope.

Transfer the parcels to a baking tray and chill until you want to cook them.
Pre-heat the oven to (200oC). Brush each parcel with the egg mix and sprinkle with a little parmesan. Bake for 20-
25 minutes until golden brown. Serve straight from the oven.

Asparagus and Gruyere parcels 
See page 9 for local asparagus

Argentine Tango comes to

The Victoria Hall, Tring

Open evening 12th May, 7.30-10.30pm

Lessons start Weds 26th May 2010

Call Ange McCluskey 07828 408644 (eve)

or Angela Delglyn 07900 168996

www.tangovictoria.co.uk

The 2010 Wilstone Village Fête & Fun Dog Show 

Sunday 
6th June 
from 12.30 

Free entry
Get your 
souvenir 
Wilstone 
Rock -  

only 99p! 

Join the parade 
with the Camp 
Yellow coats for 
lots of seaside 

fun and games. 
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LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING CLUB 

 

Long established friendly club, catering for all
dogs. Any age: puppy through to pensioner.

In addition to Pet dog training we offer the
Kennel Club Good Citizens Dog Scheme.

Monday evenings (except Bank holidays)
from 7 p.m. onwards at the Victory Hall.

Additional Courses offered on a Wednesday 

evening on a variety of different doggy activities.

Your Instructors are Mike Ward and Evelyn

Chapman. Both are Members of the British

Institute of Professional Dog Trainers,

Mike being Affiliated and

Evelyn being an

Advanced Member.

Evelyn is also a member of

the Association of

Pet Dog Trainers.

Contact Evelyn Chapman
on

01908 502272 or
07743722926

Partners of Thomas Cook, As featured on the BBC 

The nation’s  
favourite alternative  

to kennels 
A professional company with over 60 branches, we

arrange for your dog/s to stay with one of our carefully
selected host families who meet the unique needs of

your dog.
Or maybe you would like a dog to stay at your house

every now and then? Excellent exercise &
companionship.

To find out more contact :
Esther Matthews on 01442 827237

esther.matthews@barkingmad.uk.com



Village News

Page 20 May 2010

The Diary of the Prairie Dogs from Ed & Alfie in Canada

WE CAN call this the Spring edition because Spring has really

sprung, almost overnight, across the prairie. One day it was

still cold with snow and next the Chinook winds were blowing

and raising the temperatures to the plus 20°s. Much more our

sort of weather, we can all stretch out in the warm sunshine

after lunch and enjoy our snooze on the front step. The locals

are telling us this was a pretty mild winter, thank you very

much, but that will do us fine, with temperatures down to -35°

c at night we can do without a 'severe' winter.

We have proof that Spring is with us

because the mass migration of geese

south, that took place in the autumn, is

now in reverse. There are hundreds of

Canada and Snow geese flying north

with many of them landing onto our

'dugouts' (lakes). We find it great fun

to rush down and bark at them making

them all take off in a great rush of flap-

ping wings and much honking and

calling to one another. When they do

settle down for a well earned rest after

their long journey north, the Canadas

all encircle the Snows as if they are

protecting them from the Coyo-

tes. Then by morning they have all

gone on their way for another group to

take their place by evening. I suppose

as the weather stays warm the white

Pelicans will come.

Must say I have become a touch more

corpulent over the winter, so madam

has put me on a diet and keeps shoving

me off my winter perch, the settee, to

go out and exercise!! Well what do

you expect with all that snow and my

short legs, how would you like your

undercarriage ploughing a furrow

every time you went out, gets mighty chilly I can tell

you. Anyway, now I have had a wash and brush up and a clip

I am quite presentable again. Those other two, Alf and Duf-

fus, with their long legs are O.K., they enjoy running about in

the snow. Even more so now the snow has gone because there

is a great deal more activity in the local wildlife section. Alf

has earnt a name for himself as a 'goffer' catcher, not an easy

task we are told. They are like little rats with shorter tails and

big, long front teeth and as quick as lightening at getting out of

harms way. Our Jack Rabbits have shown up again, they look

just like cartoon rabbits and even stranger looking now with

their winter white coats shading out to their fawn summer

coats. Now they are too fast for Alf and Duffus to catch, they

seem to stay just a yard in front of their noses and then jink

and dodge if the hounds get too close, then virtually give them

the finger when accelerating away. Much to Madam's delight,

because we think she has fallen in love with them.

Now we have a sad story about our horned owls, they have

lived here in the granary and the pine trees for years. The

other day Duffus came into the house with a proud expression

on his face and a rather large drum stick in his mouth which

looked to be rather fresh. On examination it was found to be

owl. Now we have found that a jet black animal, like a very

large cat, maybe twice the size of a house cat, Alfie's favourite

animal to chase, has taken up residence in our elevator hous-

ing so, at present in view of no other evidence, this animal has

been apportioned the blame for the owl's demise, along with

maybe natural causes. But this large beast has to go and the

local hunter has been called in to in-

vestigate and take the appropriate ac-

tion. Then to cap that, the boys ie Al-

fie and Duffus, were out in the pad-

dock one day when they came rushing

into the house, tails down and bristles

up. What on earth is going on says

Simon to Madam and on investigation

they saw a Bald Eagle flying over the

pastures. Now they are 'top of the

range' predators who will take a very

good look at the size of me for a 'full

English Breakfast' if he could. I just

stay indoors with the other two and

shout our heads off at him/her. Simon

recognised the eagle from one which

flew alongside his 'rig' when driving

through Montana recently, because

Madam wouldn't believe him at

first. That's all we want, now after talk

of wolves which have been released in

America making their way into Mon-

tana, which is only 80 miles away

across the border. A couple of years

and they could be near by us.

Our nearest neighbours up the way

from us, about 2km to the north, have

just started having their spring calves,

the life blood of the prairies, so now they are on night and day

vigil to fend off the Coyotes who will take a calf with no sec-

ond thoughts. All these new born are kept in the cattle yards,

usually with a guard dog, near the homestead until they are

large enough to fend for themselves.

Now some news of our horsey friends, after their winter lay

over they are now back in training for the summer

events. They couldn't do much in the work line during the

winter months, apart from a trip whenever the weather permit-

ted to our local indoor arena. They now have to get fit again

with plenty of road and prairie work to harden them off. Miss

Nina is used to this from her UK life, but it's all rather new to

'Beau' who was used to prairie round ups. We think he much

prefers his new life with all the TLC he gets and enjoys the

dressage and jump training, now all his bound up muscles

from wrestling steers to the deck have loosened up. We had

evidence of this at the indoor centre where a cowboy was in-

terested in buying him because he is a good looking 'Quarter

Damp Duffus
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BLOOMFIELD
WINDOWS & DOORS

Conservatories Hardwood UPVC
Aluminium Secondary Porches

10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Registered

Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness,

we will come & visit your pet in your home.

All types of animals.
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters.

Fully insured.

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets and

other small animals.

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031.

For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING

PLUMBING● BLOCKED DRAINS
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

Odd Jobs... and all the ones you hate!!

Painting… Interior/Exterior

Grass Cutting Hedge Trimming

Garden Tidying

Tel: 01296 668595

Mobile: 07787 224823

Gubblecote, Nr Tring

Horse'. When Beau was put to the steers he did the cutting

out OK but when it came to rounding them up he just wasn't

interested enough, too much like his old life we think. We

are all interested to see how he gets on in the novice events in

the summer. Miss Nina of course is still her aloof self but

does take her jumping seriously, especially when she can

show off in front of the spectators. Beau has actually com-

pleted his first dressage test and scored a commendable 59.5

points for his first go around. He would keep shouting out for

Miss Nina though, with a very healthy pair of lungs, she be-

ing kept in the trailer awaiting her turn around.

Us dogs are all very well and enjoying the warmer weather, I

sit on the stable steps and watch Alfie and Duffus down in the

north dugout. Duffus, in true labrador style, has discovered

the delights of getting as wet and muddy as possible, as per

picture, so requires the hose on him before he is allowed back

indoors. Usually, before he can be dried off, he runs off and

rolls in the dirt again. Really the youth of today!! We think

our remaining owl has taken off maybe to find a new mate,

let's hope so. There is also a pair of geese who have stayed

behind and have built a nest on a floating platform in our

north dugout, well out of the way of marauders, very sensible

birds.

That about covers our entrance into spring, we will report

later on our summer activities, until then good bye and have

an enjoyable summer. From The Boys on the Prairie.

Ian Shaw 1954 - 2010
A quiet, dignified, gentle man

WE are sad to report the death of Mr Ian Shaw, a resident of

Wilstone, at the age of only 55. Ian died from cancer at the

Hospice of St. Francis, Berkhamsted, in April after a short

illness. He had been expecting to return to work shortly and

his swift decline was unexpected. He was cremated at Amer-

sham on 22nd April, after which a service of thanksgiving for

his life was held at St. Cross, Wilstone. His many friends,

relatives and colleagues joined villagers to fill the church to

overflowing. The service was conducted by Rev’d Liz

Hughes, chaplain to the hospice.

Born near the Lake District in 1954, his family moved to

Rickmansworth in 1965, and Ian spent the rest of his life in

this area, attending college at Watford. He worked as an IT

manager for a Milton Keynes company, and moved to Wil-

stone from Berkhamstead two and a half years ago. The con-

gregation heard many testaments to his contribution to their

lives as a “quiet, dignified, gentle man”, who enjoyed walk-

ing, family life, socialising and a good pint. In line with his

well known hospitality, around 150 guests were received at

the village hall for lunch after the service. Sincere condo-

lences are offered to his wife Libby, daughter Helen, and sons

Jon and Tom. PB.
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“Rose Cottage” Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL

Discounts for early booking

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are

enjoying theirs.

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise

paddocks. Personal attention at all times.

Inspection welcome.

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on

(01296) 681306

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage)

‘MAN WITH A VAN’
• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME

• ESTABLISHED 2000

FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE

Telephone: 01296 427182
Mobile: 07770 237745

LOCAL CHIMNEY SWEEP
Professional Clean Efficient

Certificates Issued for House Insurance

Lucky Sweep for Weddings

Member of the Institute of Chimney Sweeps

Call Steve Jackson

Tring (01442) 890041

07947 757309

Locksmith

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal  

Smokeless Fuels 
Logs 

Garden Compost 
 

Dean Jeffery- Lawnmower Service  
& Repair & Sharpening of garden tools 

 

Delivered to your door              Low prices 

Tel: 01296 661258 (Marsworth) 

WILSTONE STICKS
Handcrafted by John Evans

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild

Telephone 01442 822115
Wilstone, Hertfordshire

www.wilstonesticks.com 

www.bhpropertyservices.co.uk
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Supported by the Puttenham Trust

The Puttenham Page       compiled by Christine Rutter

MAY – DAY

SATURDAY- 1ST MAY – 6 A.M.
The annual reminder to set your alarm clock extra-early in order to be in St.Mary’s churchyard for 6 a.m. to listen to

the singing-in of May Day from the top of the church tower. At approximately 6.20 a.m. a hot full breakfast will be

served in Cecilia Hall.

To all seasoned May-Day people: welcome back. To anyone attending for the first time : come join the experience!

The Friends of Puttenham Church

JUMBLE SALE

SATURDAY, 29TH MAY - 2 P.M.

If you have any jumble, we will be pleased to receive it. It can be left in Cecilia Hall porch at any time or, preferably,

brought to us in the mornings between 25th/29th May.

A large jumble sale needs lots of helpers, so if you are able to “sort” during the week prior, help on The Day, or assist

with clearing the residue, do please contact Christine (01296 668337) Your help will be very much appreciated.

The proceeds from the sale will help to support the fabric of St. Mary’s Church and Cecilia Hall.

Pre-school returned after the Easter break on Tuesday 20th

April and immediately began exploring the forthcoming sum-

mer activities with a fun-filled term ahead. There were five

new faces amongst the children and we are delighted to wel-

come Mia Wilson, Talia Williams, Olivia Graham, Joshua

Rutter and Millie Cousins to First Steps. We hope that they

will have a wonderful time at pre-school, making lots of new

friends.

Our collection of Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers is growing

and we will continue to accept all contributions for as long as

the scheme runs. Your continued support is very much appre-

ciated.

We have recently expanded our collection of ‘Thomas and

Friends’ toys and track, much to the delight of many of the

children who have been quick to create more imaginative sto-

ries and games with them. We constantly review the toys and

activities that we offer to ensure that they continue to stimulate

the children’s imagination and encourage them to explore the

world around them through play. Other items recently ob-

tained include giant dominoes, weighing scales, flexible mir-

rors and ‘bugviewers’ to aid scientific investigations! All

these purchases were made possible by our continued fund-

raising and we are grateful to the support of the community for

much of this.

First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory Hall, Long Marston

every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9.15am –

11.45am during term time, with lunch clubs on Tuesday and

Friday until 1.15pm. We welcome all children aged between

2½ and 5 and as a result many children stay with us until they

‘cross the road to big school’. If you would like to know

more about Pre-School, come and look round, or put your

child’s name on our waiting list, please contact either Teresa

Giddings, pre-school leader, on 07925 185311 (during pre-

school hours) or our Chair, Sally Smith, on 01296 661689.

Pre-school news by Sally Smith
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From the Rectory            by Rev'd Jane Banister 

THIS May has two events in it that are very important. One is

very obvious – the election. The other happens every year and

that is Christian Aid Week. This year it runs from 9th to 15th

May.

One of the overwhelming feelings about the election this year

is that of disillusionment. We are bombarded with informa-

tion about it from all sides, all the parties are desperate to get

our attention, but from conversations with others, most people

are doing their best to get away from all the media details.

Politicians are no longer trusted and there is a feeling that

whatever the general public does makes no difference. For

some, that leads them to not even bother voting and that is

what bothers me.

Because if there is one thing that following Christ teaches us,

then it is that doing nothing is not an option. We promise to

love God and to love our neighbours and that means working

for a better world. We live in a society where we do have a

say in how things are run, but it does mean making an effort,

and casting our vote is one aspect of this. Someone once told

me that if you don’t get involved you have no right to com-

plain, and that has stayed with me. It is our duty to take part,

to vote, to play a role in how society runs.

Christian Aid is one of the charities that makes up the DEC

(Disasters Emergency Committee) and every year it holds a

house to house collection in May. It can raise a great deal of

money which goes abroad to help those who need it most. It is

distributed through partner organisations which is what makes

it stand out for me as a charity. This means that it is local peo-

ple who are identifying areas of need, local people who under-

stand the situation and the difficulties, and it is not foreigners

coming into the country and telling the people there what they

need. We would not appreciate being talked to like that, so

why should others?

It is hard to get people to take part on the house to house col-

lection: we all have many calls on our time, and many people

find it embarrassing knocking on doors. In fact, I would say

that the good reactions far outweigh the bad. There is also the

fact that one door closed in our face is nothing compared to

those who go to bed at night wondering how to feed their chil-

dren in the morning.

Some of the negative reactions are that people have no money

to spare, that times are hard, and that why can’t these people

help themselves. But if we are honest we do have money to

spare, but we choose to buy another pint or a Costa coffee;

times are hard for us but we have shelter, clean water and

health provision; and who would we expect to help us if our

homes were destroyed in an earthquake or a flood?

If you would like to help in the collection, please let me know,

and if you would like to make a donation, then I can drop in an

envelope or you can do it on line – christianaid.org.uk – and

please remember to tick the gift aid box if you can!

We are very privileged to live in a country where we take lib-

erty, democracy and free speech for granted; where we have

so much choice of food and leisure activities; and maybe all

this privilege means that we have become complacent and

lazy. One way of proving that we have not become that, is to

get involved – to show that we are aware that responsibilities

come with all these good things. We cast our vote and we

donate our money and time. Because not only does it make

the world better, it makes us feel better too.

Goodness is stronger than evil

Love is stronger than hate

Light is stronger than darkness

Life is stronger than death

Victory is ours through Him who loves us.

Desmond Tutu (Inspired by John1.5)

Rev’d Jane Banister

01442 822170, email: jcbanister@btinternet.com

When I needed a neighbour …

If you are able to help with the Christian Aid Week door to door collection in May
please contact Rev’d Jane Banister, 01442 822170.

News from All Saints

WE were delighted to have so many young people in Church

over Easter. On Good Friday our wooden cross was decorated

by the children with pictures and symbols depicting the Easter

story. On Easter Sunday the Easter garden was filled with

flowers during our Family Communion service. The Easter

egg hunt in Church after the service was enjoyed by them all.

On Monday 3rd May we are having a HOOPLA at the Ald-

bury May Fair. Can you help on the day? Would you be able

to donate any prizes for adults and children? Phone Carole on

01296 668526.

On Fathers Day, Sunday 20th June, we are providing refresh-

ments at the Marsworth Steam Rally. This is an all day event

so requires lots of cakes and many willing helpers. Can you

assist us? Carole would like to hear from you - 01296 668526.

Do join us for our Social Afternoon, 2 – 3 pm on Tuesday 25th

May. Everyone welcome. CH.
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RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING, HEDGE 

CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 
AND MUCH MORE. 

 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  
DONE WELL, CONTACT 

Mark Lee  

01296 668310 or 07914 355180 

The Old Pastures
Luxury accommodation for

dogs
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,

Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day.

In association with Mrs. Doolittles Pet Sitters

Tel: 01442 824856

The Old Pastures

Dog Grooming

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping,
Nails and Ears. Weekend appointments
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower
ideal for older and bigger dogs. We can

cater for any size dog. Easy parking.

For prices or to book an appointment call:
01442 824856

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around:

Long Marston · Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . 

Wendover · Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome.

Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

VERITY AUTOS 
SERVICING REPAIRS MOT PREPARATION 

FAULT DIAGNOSTICS 

TYRES  BODYWORK 

ALL VEHICLES COLLECTED HOME OR WORK 

EST 1989 

 

FOR BOOKING OR ADVICE 

GRAHAM VERITY 

07850 499547 -- 01296 668176 

VERITYAUTOS@AOL.COM 

Vale  

 Burner 

 Services 

For Oil–Fired Boilers & Cast Iron Range Cookers

OIL TANK INSTALLATION

Tel/Fax: 01844 299200

SERVICE & BREAKDOWN REPAIR
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Local names and numbers 

Village News
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,

Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,

Startops End.

Your editor for June will be:

Colin Davenport

01442 890713

editorwlmp@yahoo.com

Our advertising managers:

Alison & Matthew White

01296 660402

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is

Thursday 20th May 2010.

Read Village News on line at:

www.tringruralpc.org.uk (Click on Village News)

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News)

Herts Police non-emergency number 0845 33 00 222

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’)

PC Stephen Hunneysett 0845 33 00 222

PCSO Thomas Montgomery 0845 33 00 222

Fly-tipping reports

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858

Call the police if you see the crime being committed.

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham)
Christine Rutter 01296 668337

Beavers

Jo Woodbridge 01442 891444

Brownies

Claire Fordham 01296 668088

Cubs
Tony Short 01442 823096

Guides

Sheila Hill 01442 823463

Scouts

David Colvin 01442 381544

Horticultural Society

John Kaye 01296 662975

Rector
Rev'd Huw Bellis 01442 822170

Vicar

Rev’d Joanne Wetherall 01442 851200

Churchwardens

Long Marston All Saints:

Angus Munday 01296 660303

Wilstone St. Cross:

Andrew Minter 01442 823605

Puttenham St Marys:

Christine Rutter 01296 668337

John Barron 01296 631351

Tring Crime Prevention Panel

(Neighbourhood Watch) 01442 381793 & 824593

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman

Cllr Michael Tomlinson 01296 661311

Clerk to the Parish Council
Dawn Slade 01442 824138

Village Warden

Colin Reedman 01442 822031

Long Marston Victory Hall

Hall hire: Mags Severs 01296 661021

Long Marston Cricket Club
Paul Dumpleton 01296 662849

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School

Sally Smith 01296 661689

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group

Sally Smith 01296 661689

Long Marston Tennis Club
Margaret Kelland 01296 668314

Long Marston Football Club

Daphne Bateman 01296 668054

Long Marston School 01296 668386

Member of Parliament (House of Commons)

Awaiting General Election result

Pet Dog Training

Claudia Cox 01296 668752

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272

Whitchurch Morris Men

Richard Moorhouse 01494 722259

Wilstone Village Hall

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096

Wilstone Toddlers

Jane Cole 01442 828272

Women’s Institute

Lynn Foster 01296 662466

Changes or additions? Contact the Editor.

Long Marston Parent & Toddler Group

Do you have a youngster who is not yet at school? If so, why

not pop along to Toddler Group at the Victory Hall?

We meet every Wednesday morning from 10am – 11.30am

during term time and all children who are not yet at school,

and their parents or carers, are welcome. There is always a

craft activity for them to do and toys to play with. Contact

Sally Smith on 01296 661689 for further information.
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Village View                              by John Painter 

The straight lines of the elegant school gates and the buildings behind make a different sort of Village View this month.

The last post for Brian

BRIAN DUCK has retired after 29 years as a postman, serv-

ing a part of our community for most of that time. Pat Smith

of Grange Road suggested that we had a collection in Wil-

stone to say thank you to Brian for serving our community so

well in all that time and in all weathers. So Pat became post

woman for the day and delivered a note to all the houses in

the village suggesting the collection. Liz in the village shop

agreed to coordinate the collection.

The collection raised the staggering sum of over £400.

Brian’s wife Rosemary who works as a receptionist at the

Rothschild surgery in Tring told Colin Davenport that he

would like a Roberts DAB radio but did not let on about the

collection. The radio and a sum of £250 was presented to

Brian at a small surprise ceremony at the Wilstone village

shop on his penultimate day with a small crowd in atten-

dance. One of Brian’s hobbies is visiting antique fairs so the

money donated will help him to continue his hobby. We all

wish him a long, healthy, happy and well deserved retirement.

Right: Colin Davenport, Liz Faulkner, Brian Duck and

villagers at the presentation in the Wilstone village shop.
(Pictures: John Painter)
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Supported by the Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society

Easter egg hunt eggceeds eggspectations

TENSION mounted as 10.30am approached on Easter Mon-

day at the St Cross annual Easter Egg Hunt. 26 children were

waiting eggcitedly for the sign to “GO”. Reverend Jo

Weatherall started off the morning with a prayer. Jo and Jo

Woodbridge eggschanged a look of “shall we let them start?”

and then it was time to hunt. Are you ready? Steady? Go!

Eggsclaimed Jo Woodbridge.

While the grown ups eggsercised their right to coffee and Hot

Cross buns, the children scoured the garden for 600 (not egg-

sact) paper eggs. The weather was eggscellent, although the

organisers were worried the wind would blow the eggs to

Long Marston! The children eggceeded eggspectations and

found all the eggs in approximately 10 minutes. (Note to self:

eggspand number of eggs next year!). Hopefully the grown

ups were not eggsasperated by the lack of time eating their

buns in peace and quiet.

After a great eggshibition of searching it was time to count.

Eggspert counters were on hand to eggstract eggs from col-

lecting bags. Each participant won an eggsclusive foil

wrapped egg. The

overall winners in

eggsemplary fashion

were: Isabelle Bar-

nes, Sebastian Clew-

low, and Alice

Beeny each winning

an eggstremely tasty

egg.

Although the event

is not a fundraiser,

the organisers made a donation from the proceeds of the coffee

and buns to the Valerie Taylor Trust, which has set up a Cen-

tre for Rehabilitation of the Paralysed (CRP) in Bangladesh.

See www.valerietaylortrust.org for more information. Another

fun morning was eggsecuted by the organisers. Thank you to

everyone involved. I better eggsercise those fingers for cut-

ting out more eggs!

(Eggstraordinary. Ed.)

Left: Winners Isabelle Barnes, Sebastian Clewlow and Alice Beeny with Rev’d

Jo Wetherall and Jo Woodbridge after a very successful hunt at St. Cross.

This Easter bunny is Charlotte

Shufflebotham.

by Jo Woodbridge (Are you sure you want to put all your eggs in one headline? Ed.)

Village postman Brian retires
after 29 years of delivering
our letters and parcels

BRIAN DUCK retired from the Royal Mail at the end of April after 29 years

service delivering mail to Tring and the villages. To mark his last round, a

group of villagers assembled at the Wilstone shop to show their appreciation

of his work. One said: “He knows us all so well that even incorrectly ad-

dressed mail gets delivered to the right house, and he knows who can take a

parcel in if we are out. That saves a lot of trips to the sorting office.”

Full story and more pictures on page 27. (Picture: Village News)


