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Developer abandons housing 
by Phil Buchi 
 

ALDWYCK Housing Group, the developer 

chosen to build eight affordable homes on a site 

in Wilstone, has walked away from the project 

leaving shock waves at Dacorum Housing  

Department.  In an announcement made to the  

Parish Council meeting on 17th March,  

surprised parish councillors were told that the 

developer had decided that the project was no 

longer viable, had passed ownership of the land 

back to the Borough Council, and abandoned 

the site. There was even more surprise when the 

meeting was told the reasons put forward by 

Aldwyck.  In a brief statement read out, 

 Aldwyck said the ground investigation survey 

they had carried out showed that there would be 

problems with the high water table in the area. This would mean extra cost in providing 

drainage, and pile driven foundations for the buildings. This in their view “made it  

impractical to undertake any development on the site”. There was some astonishment that 

this feature of Wilstone - well known to all villagers - had not been obvious to the designers 

at a much earlier stage in the proceedings, given the time and money that had been put into 

the preparations over a two year period. 
 

Asked if it was likely that another developer would take over the project, Dacorum Council-

lor Derek Townsend said that it seemed unlikely. In his view the eight homes in the scheme 

was too few for a viable development. There were to be meetings with the Dacorum  

Housing Department in the next few days, but at present it is not clear what will now happen 

to the Council owned site. The future of the associated scheme to provide additional parking 

places in Grange Road is also unknown as we go to press. Parish Councillor Abby Fermont, 

who has steered this project over the last five years said: “I feel really disappointed because 

I had hoped to have affordable housing by the end of the year for those who need it in the 

villages. Now, after five years work, we are back to square one.”   

Site closed.               (Picture: Village News.) 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to new reader Megan 

Wylam Dollah, born a little early 

on 8th March and weighing only 

5lb. She was less than two weeks 

old when this picture was taken.  

Congratulations to parents Sarah 

and Paul. (Picture: Village News.) 
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20% off your next treatment, or a FREE nail paint at 
The Chapel Room, Wilstone. Turn to page 20.      Reader Offer: 

High Speed Rail link for Long 

Marston? 
 

THE Government has announced details of the consultation 

 process on the route for the proposed new HS2 high speed rail 

line from London to Glasgow and Edinburgh. Detailed plans for 

Phase 1 from London to Birmingham have been published with 

‘Route 3’ recommended, which would take the line through the 

Chiltern Hills to Aylesbury. Trains up to 400 meters long with 

1,100 seats could run at 225mph reducing the London to Bir-

mingham journey time to 49 minutes. Work on the new line 

would start in 2019. 
 

One plan not mentioned by the Transport Secretary, Lord Adonis, 

in his many interviews is ‘Route 3B’: to create a link from the 

new HS2 line at Aylesbury to the West Coast Main Line at  

Cheddington.  This would allow trains to operate on the  

southern section of HS2 a full two years before the line to  

Birmingham was completed, with valuable revenue benefits to 

the rail company.  
 

Probably the ease of constructing this short branch across flat 

open country has made Route 3B attractive to the planners, who 

have  

spotted that two underused transport links already exist. A route 

along the drained Aylesbury Arm of the canal has been dis-

counted, apparently because of the nine locks that would need to 

be negotiated.  But the old railway from Aylesbury to  

Cheddington is ideal, they say. The trackbed is still there and 

there is little in the way. Does this mean a revival of  trainspotting opportunities at the old level crossing at Marston Gate 

Station? Presumably the trains would have to slow down a bit because of the curve at Cheddington, giving small boys a chance 

to spot their locomotive numbers. Further information on all the HS2 proposals and the consultation process can be found on the 

Department for Transport website: www.dft.gov.uk/highspeedrail. Consultation on Route 3B starts on 1st April.  

HS2 High Speed Rail 
London to Birmingham 

Consultation: Route 3B 
Aylesbury - West Coast Link 

Birmingham 

London 

West Coast Main Line 
to Glasgow 

Aylesbury 

Wendover 

Gt. Missenden 

Brackley 

Warwick 

Phase 2 to  
Manchester 

Birmingham  Inter-
national Interchange 

Amersham 

Ruislip 

Route 3B 
Option Marston 

Gate 

© Copyright, High Speed Two (HS2) Limited, 2010,VN. 

Long 
Marston 

Postcard from Antigua 
 

AFTER reading February's village news I could not help but 

write to you. It was wonderful to see the photos of all the 

snow we had had in the area as I missed it. I went on holiday 

on the 2nd January to Antigua. The reason for writing is not 

to show off but to let you know I found my first love. I met a 

fantastic girl called Claire from Quebec in Canada. We spent 

hours together on the beach, looking into each others eyes, 

cuddling, kissing, holding hands, talking in only a way that 

first loves do whilst playing in the sea and messing around on 

the sand. After a week of spending so much time together, 

dining out in the evenings, seeing each other at breakfast in 

the mornings and spending the day on the beach, I can declare 

that this is the girl for me. I really miss her now I am back 

and hope to see her again soon. We will stay in touch and the 

thought of that keeps me warm through these cold winter 

months.  
 

Jasper George McGrath, of Church Barn in Puttenham (aged 

22 months).  

P .S. I attach a photo of Claire and I at sunset on the beach. 

Holiday Romance Jasper and Claire  
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St Mary’s Puttenham 
St Cross Wilstone and 

All Saints Long Marston 

You are most welcome to join us at any 
of these services. 

 

28 March Palm Sunday 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion & Sunday Club 

3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong 

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer 
 

1 April  Maundy Thursday 

8.00pm St Mary's Holy Communion 
 

2 April Good Friday 

10.00am  All Saints All Age Worship 

2.00pm St Cross    One hour at the Cross 
 

4 April Easter Day 
8.15am St Mary's Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Family Communion 

6.00pm St Cross Evening Prayer 
 

11 April 

8.15am St Mary’s Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion 

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer 
 

18 April  

10.00am St Cross Holy Communion 

10.00am All Saints Morning Prayer 

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer 
 

19 April (Monday) 

2.00pm All Saints Toddler Worship 
 

25 April  

10.00am All Saints Holy Communion & Sunday Club 

3.30pm St Mary’s Evensong 

6.00pm All Saints Evening Prayer 

6.00pm St Cross Evensong 
 

2 May 

4.00pm St Cross   Messy Church 

Village News 
Editor this month: Colin Moore 

 

Email:    editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

Post:       Editor, 27 Tring Road, Wilstone, HP23 4PE. 

Phone:    01442 890599 
 

Editorial Team  

Phil Buchi, Colin Davenport, 

Fran Flowerdew, John McCall, Colin Moore. 

Advertising Managers 

Alison & Matthew White 01296 660402 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 

Distribution Manager & Secretary 

Carole Harrison 01296 668526 

Finance Manager & Treasurer 

John Harrison 01296 668526 

 

By the time you get your copy of Village News it  will  

officially be Spring. At last  there are signs everywhere of 

the new growth and rejuvenation that comes with the new 

season. Even the pot holes are gradually disappearing in an  

ad hoc fashion.   
 

On a more serious note, it seems that we are seeing an  

increase in the numbers of break ins and robberies taking 

place in our parish - 2 more in the last two weeks. We 

must all be extremely vigilant in these times.  It is  

interesting to note that in  modern day police speak these 

villains are always described as offenders - presumably so 

as not to offend their delicate sensibilities. Our language is 

rich in words like burglar, thief and robber  which far more 

accurately  describe their despicable  activities (oops I 

nearly said anti -social! ). 
 

Wilstone is being transformed into a holiday camp and we 

are all going to enjoy  ourselves. Fortunately you need 

planning consent for loud speakers so we are not likely to 

be woken by  Hi-DI- Hi or Good Morning campers. But  

before all that we can look forward to the May Ball and 

those dawn madrigals from Puttenham.  Happy Easter to 

all our readers.  

Church services 

Deadline for items for our next issue  

(May) is Thursday 22nd April 2010. 

Village News is written, edited, produced and distributed 

entirely by local volunteers.  Only the final printing is 

done by a commercial company. We aim to be local,  

interesting, informative, fun and a good read.   

Let us know if we are not! 

Printed by Express Printing  
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, NN8 2RA. 01933 228855. 

Read Village News on line at:    
www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 

www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 
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 What’s on... 
Diary dates... 

Tring Rural Parish Council meetings (8pm)  

The public are welcome to attend these meetings. 

Wednesday 21st April, Puttenham, Cecilia Hall.  

Wednesday 19th May, Long Marston village hall. 

Times for mobile library 
 

Thursdays, fortnightly: April 8th and 22nd. 
 

Tringford (Piggeries Pine)  11.10 to 11.30 

Wilstone  (The Half Moon)  11.35 to 12.35 

Astrope  (Astrope Lane)  13.15 to 13.35 

Puttenham (Church Lane )  13.40 to 14.40 

Long Marston (Queen’s Head)           14.50 to 16.20 

Wilstone Village Shop opening hours 
Monday to Saturday: 7.30am to 1.00pm 

Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00noon. 

CONCERT, 24th April 2010, 7.30 p.m.,  
All Saints Church, Long Marston 

 

The Ridgeway Chorale and friends will be giving a 

concert to raise funds for the Hospice of St. Francis, 

Berkhamsted.  The choir will be joined by the ‘Four-

Tune Cookies’, a group of talented instrumentalists, 

and by Colin Stevens, who will accompany various 

vocal pieces on the organ and keyboard. The pro-

gramme will be made up of short items, sacred and 

secular, serious and funny – something for everyone 

to enjoy.  Also we shall be celebrating, in song, the 

anniversaries of composers, Samuel Sebastian Wesley 

(b.1810) and Samuel Barber (b.1910). 

 

For tickets –  priced £7, (u 18’s free)  

ring 01296 661071 or 01442 822915.   

Refreshments served during the interval. 
 

Friday 26 March 

LMCC Quiz at Marlins. 7.30pm. 

Saturday 27 March 

Cheese and Wine Quiz. 8pm, Wilstone village hall. £15. 

Model Rail Show (T&DMRC). Red Cross Hall Tring,  

10.30 am - 5pm. 

Tring Choral Society and Orchestra Easter concert. Rossini 

and Verdi. St Peter & St Paul Tring, 7.30, £11. 01442 824784. 

Sunday 28 March 

Dance lessons. LM hall. 3pm Rumba. 

Sunday 4 April 

General Auction LM Victory Hall 4.00pm.  

Monday 5 April  

Easter egg hunt.  10.30 am Wilstone church. 

Pitstone Green Museum open 11am - 5pm. 

Ford End Watermill (Ivinghoe) open 2 - 5pm. 

Tuesday 13 April  
WI: Ribbon Floral Art by Doreen Kempton. 8pm LM Victory 

Hall - £3, to include refreshments. 

Friday 23 April  
Friends of Tring Reservoirs AGM Wilstone village hall. 

at 7.30pm. 

Saturday 24 April 

Ridgeway Chorale concert, 7.30pm All Saints LM. £7. 

Sunday 25 April 
Dance lessons. LM hall. 3pm . Recap of all three dances. 

Monday 26 April 

Village News AGM. 8pm, Half Moon PH. 

Tuesday 27 April 

Social afternoon at All Saints church, 2pm to 3pm. 

1 - 15 May 
Tring Spring Fair: 2-week programme of events. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   
          

JOIN US FOR COFFEE AND 

HOT CROSS BUNS TOO! 

EASTER MONDAY 

5TH APRIL 2010 

WILSTONE CHURCH 

10.30am PROMPT START 
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... don’t miss anything with our guide to local events! Free listings. 

Saturday 1 May (tbc) 

"May-Day" madrigals & breakfast 6:00am, Puttenham. 

Sunday 2 May 

Tennis Club Open Afternoon 2pm. 

‘Pirates of Penzance’. Vale G & S Society at the Court. 

Theatre, Pendley, 7.30pm. £8 to £12. 

Monday 3 May 

Aldbury May Fair.  
Saturday 8 May 

“Horti” May Ball, at Cheddington VH. Tickets £35. 

Tuesday 25 May 

Flower arranging with the one and only Neil! 

7.30 Wilstone village hall. 

Saturday 29 May 

Jumble Sale, 2.00pm. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 

29 and 30 May 

Hertfordshire County Show, Redbourn (J9, M1). 

Sunday 30 May 

‘Paganini and a little Britten’. Tring Chamber Music. At St. 

John the Baptist, Aldbury, 7.30, £13. 01442 822732. 

Sunday 6 June 

Wilstone fete: Hi de Hi seaside holiday camp, from 12.30. 

Saturday 12 June 
‘Just Ballroom for Fun’ Wilstone village hall. 

Sunday 20 June 

Marsworth Steam Rally. 

Sunday 20 June  

“Beethoven's Five” Tring Chamber Music. Church of St 

Peter & St Paul, Tring, 7.30, £13. 01442 822732. 

Saturday 17 July 

Fun Day. Wilstone church garden. 2-4pm. 

Saturday 7 August 

Long Marston village show. 

Saturday 25 September 

‘Mozart by Candlelight’. Tring Chamber Music. All Saints 

Church, Long Marston, 7.30pm, £13. 01442 822732. 

Saturday 2 October 

Jumble Sale 2:00pm. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 

Saturday 30 October 

Supper & Auction 2:00pm. Cecilia Hall, Puttenham. 
 

Your local event details can be included here for free. 

 

Tue 7.30 p.m. Goldfields School 
Wed 9.30 a.m. Red Cross Hall 
Thu 7.30 a.m. Tring School Gym 
Fri 9.45 a.m. Wilstone Village Hall 

Unlimited Classes 

£5 a week, paid 

by monthly  

standing order.  

Contact Keri on 

07900 987230 

www.jazzclass.co.uk 

Jazzercise1@ 

Jazzercise blends 

Aerobics, Yoga, 

Pilates and Kick-

boxing move-

ments into fun 

dance routines set 

to fresh new mu-

sic, meaning you 

never get bored ! 

Free class with this 

ad at these loca-

tions. ALL FITNESS 

LEVELS WELCOME. 

Please come 

along for your FREE  

 

Friends of Tring Reservoirs 
A.G.M. 2010 

23rd April 2010 at 7.30pm. 
New venue: 

Wilstone Village Hall. 
 

And a talk by 

Tim Hill,  
Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust, on  

‘Action for Bitterns in Herts’ 
 

Non-members welcome. Free entry. Refreshments provided. 

General Auction 
to be held at  

Long Marston Village Hall 
Station Road, Long Marston, Tring, HP23 4QS 

 

on Sunday 4th April at 4.00pm. 
 

Viewing time will be from 9.00am to 
3.45pm on Sunday 4th April 2010. 

 
For more information please phone Vic or 
Don on 07961 803904 and 07527 659014. 

 

If you want to place any items in the 
auction please bring them in on  

Saturday 3rd April 2010  
from 10.00am till 5.00pm. 

Village News  Notice of AGM 
 

Notice is given that the AGM of Village News will be 
held at the Half Moon, Wilstone, on 

 

Monday 26th April 2010 at 8pm 
 

to review and approve the accounts for 2009  
and to appoint the officers for 2010. 

There will be an informal discussion on developments 
and improvements to the village magazine in the  

coming year, and all villagers are invited to  
attend. Guaranteed to finish by 9pm! 

Enquiries: Carole Harrison, Secretary, 01296 668526.  
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Village News 

LONG MARSTON DOG TRAINING CLUB 

  

Long established friendly club, catering for all  
dogs.  Any age: puppy through to pensioner. 

 

In addition to Pet dog training we offer the 
Kennel Club Good Citizens Dog Scheme. 

 

Monday evenings (except Bank holidays)  
from 7 p.m. onwards at the Victory Hall. 

 

Additional Courses offered on a Wednesday 

evening on a variety of different doggy activities. 
         
Your Instructors are Mike Ward and Evelyn  

Chapman.  Both are Members of the British  

Institute of Professional Dog Trainers, 

Mike being Affiliated and 

Evelyn being an  

Advanced Member. 
 

     Evelyn is also a member of 

     the Association of  

    Pet Dog Trainers. 
 
         Contact Evelyn Chapman  
     on 
                01908 502272  or 
      07743722926                         

Keep up with Long Marston Cricket Club progress and 

events by visiting   www.lmcc.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partners of Thomas Cook, As featured on the BBC 

The nation’s  
favourite alternative  

to kennels 
A professional company with over 60 branches, we  

arrange for your dog/s to stay with one of our carefully 
selected host families who meet the unique needs of  

your dog. 
Or maybe you would like a dog to stay at your house 

every now and then?  Excellent exercise &  
companionship. 

 

To find out more contact : 
Esther Matthews on 01442 827237 

esther.matthews@barkingmad.uk.com 
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WATER QUALITY PROBLEMS  
in your natural pond (¼+ acres) ? 

Algae (’green water’ or ‘blanket weed’), 

thick, black, smelly mud or, is your pond 

‘dead’ ? We have the solutions, with our 

aerators and Pond Healer Remedies.  We can offer water-testing 

and algae identification services, and treatments for algae and thick 

black mud. Dissolve organic mud without expensive, messy 

dredging.  ‘Refreshes’ water and reverses stagnation. 

All our remedies are harmless to you, wildlife and the environment 

We have an in-house scientist and informative 

website:www.spirexaquatec.com  Tel: 01527 821 601 

Enjoy your pond, don’t endure it! 

 

 Julies Green Clean 
 

 Domestic cleaning service 

   

• Only environmentally friendly products used 

• Fully insured 
 
 Tel: 01296 661813 
 Mobile: 07799 528869 
 Email: juliesgreenclean@btinternet.com  

WI News           by Margaret Kelland  
 

WI News – It’s not all jam and Jerusalem – this month we 

had a brilliant speaker, gardening and next month is craft 

with a demonstration of Ribbon Art (see below).  We walk, 

hold craft evenings, learn new skills and hear interesting 

speakers. Interested? Then come along one evening and see 

what we are all about, we look forward to seeing you. 

  

Edwin Rye, ‘BBC Gardener of the Year, 2002’ gave an ex-

tremely interesting talk to the WI this month.  He explained 

how he came to be selected for the show and all the work it 

entailed, designing and building his garden ‘Magic of 

Moonlight’. From his original application, right through to 

the final on BBC Gardeners’ World where he won the cov-

eted title ‘BBC Gardener of the Year 2002’.  Everyone thor-

oughly enjoyed the evening and we are hoping to invite him 

back again soon for another of his very interesting, informa-

tive talks.  

 

Our Next Meeting is on the 13 April at 8pm in the Victory 

Hall, Long Marston.  

 

Doreen Kempton makes the most exotic flowers, butterflies 

and decorations out of 

brightly coloured florist 

ribbon – and there is no 

sewing involved!  Doreen 

saw ribbon art being demon-

strated at a craft fair, bought 

a shredder to split ribbons 

into fine strands and taught 

herself how to make such 

things as table centres and 

fanciful decorations to put 

on wrapped presents. She 

will demonstrate her Floral 

Ribbon Art at this month’s 

meeting. This is an open 

meeting and  visitors are 

welcome to attend.  Entry £3 

to include refreshments. 

 

Stride out with the WI 

We continue to meet twice each 

month on the first and third Tues-

day, for walks, we start from LM 

Victory Hall at 10am.  If you 

would like to join us please con-

tact Margaret Kelland 01296 

668314 or Lynn Foster, 01296 

662466. 

Ribbon Art 

Mentmore Arts festival  
 

The third Mentmore Arts Festival is to be held during Whit-

sun weekend 29th to 31st May in St Mary’s Church and 

churchyard, in the Village hall and on the Green. The organis-

ers are looking to make this year’s Arts Festival an even more 

exciting event by offering master classes in Life Drawing, 

Landscape and Botanical painting by art tutors. We are also 

expanding on to the Green this year where exhibitors are in-

vited to display their works of art. As in previous years, the 

Children’s Art competition will take place in the church 

where children can be artistic and perhaps win a prize! 

Plants will be available for sale in the churchyard during the 

festival. 
 

If you would like further information or wish to offer help, 

please contact Sue Scott (01525 372757) or Caroline Gates 

(01296 661123) Proceeds to St Mary’s Church and local 

causes. 
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Relief magazine distributor  
 

TO help us out, we would welcome someone to take over the 

magazine distribution occasionally. 

The job involves the receipt of magazines from the printers, 

bundling up and delivering to distributors and some door to 

door deliveries of magazines. 

Like to know more?   Telephone Carole and John on 01296 

Licensed Private Hire 
 

Established 1984 
 

Alpine Cars 
 

(Formerly Cheddington Cars) 
 

Door to Door Service 
 

To Airports, Seaports, London 
 

To Book or for a Quote Call 
 

07836 272122 

FIRST STEPS PRE-SCHOOL, LONG MARSTON 
Places are available for children between 2½ and 5 years old. 

 

 We are open 4 mornings a week from 9.15am to 11.45am 
We have a great team of Fully-Qualified Staff 

Lunch Club on Tues & Fri: 11.45am – 1.15pm 
For more information or to arrange a visit, please contact 

our Playleader: Teresa Giddings on 07925 185311 
 

 LONG MARSTON BABY & TODDLER GROUP 
Everyone Welcome.  Come And Meet Some New Faces: 

Wednesday mornings (term time) 10-11.30am 

Victory Hall, Long Marston 

£1.50 per child (50p additional children over 1 year) 
Sally Smith: 01296 661689  

 News in Brief  

New stage curtains  
 

HAVE you been to Wilstone village hall recently? Did you 
see the new curtains on the stage? If you were one of the for-
tunate few to get tickets to the Cabaret night then you would 
have seen them and appreciated just how much they trans-
formed the stage. Village hall committee chairman Colin 
Davenport said  “ We were very fortunate to receive a grant 
of £1965 from the Hertfordshire Community Foundation, 
Grassroots Grants organisation towards the cost of the  
curtains and associated runners. Applying for grants always 
involves a lot of paperwork and then waiting to see if we have 
been fortunate, which on this occasion we were. This is just 
another step towards the continuous improve-
ment of the facilities at the hall in order to 
make it suitable for all sorts of functions” 
 

To hire the village hall, contact Tony Short on  
01442 890236 

Tragic death of local man 
 

THERE was hardly a dry eye and it was standing room only 

at the funeral of Mark Ray Campbell, a local of Wistone, who 

died in tragic circumstances on Sunday 28  of February . 
 

On arrival we were greeted by the song 'Down In A Blaze of 

glory' by Guns and Roses, then a touching and poignant  

soliloquy was given by his brother Gary including a heart 

wrenching poem by his sister Jeanette. 
 

A friend of Mark who had helped him through the dark times 

of the last few years spoke, reminding us of what a talented 

and friendly man he was, then we all listened to 'Let it Be' by 

John Lennon, words that echoed his fight and attempts at 

 redemption. 
 

Finally the vicar spoke mentioning his mum Sue, dad Ray, 

Jeanette, Gary and all the littl'uns that will grow up not know-

ing their uncle, also he mentioned just a few of the friends 

that had travelled to Kettering that day, and all the others 

whose lives he had touched, he also spoke of some of Marks 

hilarious pranks. We left the Chapel to Michael Palins  

rendition of 'Always look on the bright side of life'. A fitting 

song to someone who will be greatly missed. 

 

 Tony Marsh. 

Parent & Toddler Group 
 

Do you have a youngster who is not yet at school?  If so, why 

not pop along to the Long Marston Toddler Group at the 

Victory Hall? 
 

We meet every Wednesday morning from 10am – 11.30am 

during term time and all children who are not yet at school, 

and their parents or carers, are welcome.  There is always a 

craft activity for them to do and toys to play with, as well as 

somebody for you to talk to.  So if you find yourself at a 

loose end and your children need to let off steam, why not 

come along.  For £1.50 you can enjoy a morning of  

tranquility whilst the junior members of the family have fun 

in a safe environment. 
 

Contact Sally Smith on 01296 661689 for information. 

Wilstone Film nights-  By  popular demand the Wilstone Flicks in the Sticks will resume in October so if 

you are a film buff  keep these nights free - 8th October, 19th November and 17th of December. 
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DURING 2009, the Parish Council has continued to use the 

Parish Plan as a guide to its business and initiatives. 

Environmental issues such as road surface conditions, speed 

and volume of traffic, particularly heavy goods vehicles are a 

recurring concern. The Parish Council continued to engage 

actively with those agencies with responsibility for those 

 issues. 
 

The Council continued to encourage countryside access. 

Working with the Parish Paths Partnership, footpath signposts 

are being upgraded. Support was given to the application to 

create a new bridleway. Litter, dog fouling and fly-tipping are 

the cause of much concern. The Council actively supports 

litter picks. Further actions on dog fouling are under review. 

Parish Council finances are sound and in good order. Funding 

was agreed to install a new street light (£1400) and to replace 

and re-site the Parish notice board (£1500) at Long Marston. 

An initial grant of £2000 towards repair work at Wilstone 

village hall was approved. 
 

Councillors have continued to represent the interests of  

residents and Council by attendance at meetings both in and 

out of the Parish. 
 

This is but a brief report of Council business, however the 

increasing use of the Council website together with the  

excellent independent reporting of Council meetings, by the 

Editor of the ‘Village News’ ensured information can be  

accessed by all residents throughout the Parish. 
 

I close, by thanking all who have given help and support dur-

ing the year, to Colin Reedman, our Village Warden, Dawn 

Slade, our Clerk and Financial Officer for their invaluable 

work for the Parish, to my fellow councillors for their  

support, and time and interest given freely on behalf of Tring 

Rural Parish. 

The 
Chapel Room 

Wilstone 
 

A selection of ‘Crystal Clear’ Facials 
Aromatherapy and Swedish Massages 

Hand and Foot treatments 
‘St. Tropez’ tanning 

‘Hive’ waxing 

A variety of eye treatments 
Calgel Nail System 

 

 *Scented candles     *Bath oils and handmade soaps  
*Silver and dress jewellery    *Cards and gift wrapping 

 

Vouchers and “Gift hampers” available 
 

Helen Lishman 
Fully  qualified  

beauty therapist and aromatherapist 
 

9 Chapel Fields, Wilstone, Tring, 
Hertfordshire, HP23 4SL 

Tel: 01442 890933 

FREE - VISCOUNT 2 

MANUAL ELECTRIC ORGAN 
WILSTONE  village hall have an electric organ available 

for FREE for anybody who would care to come and collect.  

 

It is a 1982 model "Alice" with an 80W output 

Contact Colin Davenport on 01442 890713 to view. 

Easter at the Wilstone Shop  
 

OUR opening times will be: 

Good Friday:  7.30am – 1pm 

Easter Saturday: 9am – midday 

Easter Sunday: 9am – midday 

Easter Monday: CLOSED – but the newspaper delivery  

             service will take 

place.  

Tuesday:  7.30am – 1pm 
 

If you want any bread, hot cross buns or cakes over the Easter 

period please pop in to place an order to ensure you won’t be 

disappointed.   
 

We also have a small range of Easter Eggs and chocolates 

available.  
 

Liz and Ron wish you all a very happy Easter,    

TRING RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 
Report from the Chairman 2009 

Daylight robbery 
 

THIEVES tried to force the front door of a house in Astrope 
Lane between 08.00 and 15.30 on Thursday 11th March but  
ultimately manage to gain entry by forcing the rear patio  
window. 
 

They stole numerous valuable items including two televisions 
and two lap top computers. If you saw or heard anything 
concerning this offence phone the Police on 0845 3300222 or 
Crime Stoppers anonymously on 0800 555111. Crime Number 
D3/10/141 refers to this crime.  

Wilstone garage break in 
 

BETWEEN 5.00pm on Thursday 18th March and 4.15 the 

following morning, thieves broke into a garage located next 

to a house in Tring Road, Wilstone.  

A  silver coloured moped, index number KX 58 KJZ was 

stolen. If you saw or heard anything  phone the Police on 

0845 3300222 or Crime Stoppers anonymously on 0800 
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Problem with your windows? 

 - Double glazed windows or door unit broken, 
 or is the seal damaged? 
 - Want to clean the inside of the glass but 
 can't? 
 - Water getting into the double glazed unit? 
 - All misted up inside the unit? 
 - Handles & Hinges repaired 
 - Cat flaps fitted 

Guarantees on all units fitted 

Visit our website for a free online estimate: 

Or ring 

01296 630650 to arrange an appointment today! 

Www.SmashingWindows.com 

Try our window cleaning service. 
 

Just call 07875 534780 for more details. 

New RNLI branch for Tring 
 

A NEW branch of the Royal 

National Lifeboat Institution 

is to be formed in Tring to 

help with fundraising. At 

present the nearest branch is 

based at Berkhamsted. It 

may seem odd to have  

lifeboat branches so far from 

the sea, but the  

Berkhamsted branch has 

been very successful and has 

raised enough money to have 

its own lifeboat.  The D Class inshore lifeboat, D-607 “Spirit 

of Berkhamsted”, joined the RNLI station at Happisburgh 

near Great Yarmouth in October 2003. 

 

Local RNLI members have been contacted about the new 

Tring branch, but Heather Jackson at the RNLI East office 

would like to hear from anyone in the area who would be 

interested in joining and helping to raise funds to keep  

lifeboats in action around our coasts. She can be contacted on 

01604 599979. 

 

The RNLI was founded in 1824 and operates rescue services 

around the coasts of the British Isles, including the Republic 

of Ireland. As well as the easily recognised lifeboats, the or-

ganisation also operates many beach lifeguard and flood res-

cue services.  It is an independent charity and has to raise all 

its own funds. 2009 was the RNLI’s busiest year ever with 

lifeboats launched 9,154 times, rescuing 8,186 people. The 

busiest station is quite near to us: the Tower lifeboat on the 

River Thames in London was launched 380 times in 2009 

(more than once a day) and rescued 148 people from the 

river.  

A D Class inshore life boat

     (Picture:  

In times past the  

Happisburgh 

Lifeboat Jacob 

and Rachel Valen-

tine, (1907-29) 

drawn by 10 

horses returning 

to the boathouse.  
            (Picture: RNLI) 

 

 

Another straightforward puzzle start down the bottom  and it 
should all drop into place. Solution p19. 

Sudoku Corner     by Colin Moore 

No 48 Easy 
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Need an evening out?  Come to 

the Half Moon for great food, 

choice of wines, and good beers. 

Real Ales ● Good Food ● Children’s Menu 

Children’s Play Area ● Patio ● Car Park 

(off the B489 
near Tring and 
Aston Clinton) 

Tel: 01442 826410 

A warm welcome guaranteed! 

 Parish Council news            by Phil Buchi 

Affordable housing shock 
 

THE unexpected news that Aldwyck Housing Group has 

abandoned the long planned project to build eight affordable 

homes in Wilstone (see report elsewhere) disrupted the 

March meeting of the Parish Council, and time was given to 

listen to reports from Dacorum Councillor Derek Townsend 

who had been in touch that day with various Dacorum  

Borough Council officials. It is far from clear what will hap-

pen next, but the plot of land in the centre of Wilstone cannot 

stay as it is. To all who know the local terrain (we live on a 

swamp), it is barely credible that professional surveyors 

would not notice it is a bit damp around here during the two 

years that the design and preparations have been underway. Is 

it a convenient excuse? What a huge waste of everyone’s 

time, energy and money.  
 

Grant for village hall roof 
 

The leaking roof at Wilstone Village Hall has been repaired at 

a cost of £4,650, including fixing the defects revealed once 

the old flat roof covering was removed. The Parish Council 

confirmed their grant of £2,000 towards the repairs - the  

remainder will be funded by the village hall committee. 

Dog fouling action 
 

The signs suggested by the Dacorum Dog Warden to  

discourage dog fouling did not have sufficient impact, Coun-

cillors thought.  The Parish Council agreed to produce their 

own signs, and it was suggested that local school children 

could be asked to help with the designs.  Good idea, everyone 

said. Another idea that will be trialled is to provide free poo-

bags at two of the dog waste bins to see if this encourages 

owners to be better behaved. 
 

Rains and drains 

 

Heavy rain, ice and snow over a long period have revealed 

many problems with pot-holes, ditches and drains. These 

have been reported by the Council and the Village Warden to 

the various authorities for attention. The Long Marston Flood 

Group issued sandbags to flood prone households in the  

village, but in the event they were not needed. In Wilstone, 

the excellent ditch clearing last year in Rosebarn Lane made 

the ditch very effective in carrying water from the adjacent 

fields - but unfortunately it came up against an obstructed 

culvert under Tring Road and tipped over into the street for 

several days. Next task: the culvert. 
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The Queens Head Long Marston 

Fullers & Gales Real Ales     Regular Guest Ales   Cask Marque 
Approved Quality Wines by the bottle or the Glass 

Open All Day 
Home Cooked Sunday Roasts 12noon - 5pm 

Food served Mon - Sat 12noon - 3pm & 7pm -9pm 
 

To reserve your table call us on 01296 668368 

An appealing 16th Century coaching Inn that continues to 
retain that traditional pub atmosphere. With the original 
flagstone floor, exposed wooden beams and the open fire 
place, this is a comfortable place to spend time with friends 
when having a drink or a bite to eat. Our menu offers a 
choice of light bites or traditional pub grub sourced from 
local farms and butchers.  
 

Jon & Beckie look forward to seeing you. 

Richard Miller's open 
mic night  

last Monday of the 
month.  

Quiz night first Sunday  

of the month.  
 

Email:  
queenshead@ fsmail.net

Your Parish Councillors are: 
 

Mr Michael Tomlinson (Chairman)  01296 661 311 

Mr Chris Griffiths  01296 668 257 

Mr Alan Winfield  01296 668 977 

Mrs Abby Fermont  01442 825 352 

Mr Nick Murrell  01296 668 190 

Mr Peter Foster  01442 825 282 

Mrs Jill Finlan  01296 661 716 

Vacancy 

 

The Clerk to the Council is: 

Mrs Dawn Slade  01442 824 138 

Email: clerk@tringruralpc.org.uk 

The Village Warden is: 

Mr Colin Reedman  01442 822 031 

 

Parish Council website:  www.tringruralpc.org.uk 
 

You can view and comment on planning applications at 
 

www.dacorum.gov.uk/planning 
 

www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

Open 7 days 
Lower Icknield Way, Wilstone Green, Tring, HP23 4NT 

Tel: 01442 828478 
www.pemeadandsons.co.uk 

•Home produced cold pressed extra virgin rapeseed oil  

• our own beef and lamb• local sausages and cured  

bacon • local pickles • preserves • quality fresh fruit  
and vegetables • pet food • Heygates animal feeds. 

Tea Room and Gift Shop where you can enjoy 
tea, coffee, cakes, sandwiches or a light lunch.  

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Spring special! 
 

J. Arthur Bower’s  
multipurpose composts 

 

3 for only £10. 

Old Tree Place action 
 

Enforcement officers from Dacorum BC, accompanied by 

police and excavators, undertook co-ordinated action at Old 

Tree Place, Wilstone Green, in March to remove illegal  

drainage, cesspit and hard standing. Re-instatement orders 

had been issued in 2009 against the site owners when their 

appeal against refusal of planning permission was thrown out 

by the Planning Inspector.  The owner had vacated the site by 

the date required by the judgement, but had not carried out 

the re-instatement.  Officials at Dacorum had thought that the 

site could be re-occupied unless the work was carried out. 

Parish Councillors agreed to write a letter of thanks to the 

enforcement officer for taking action. 

 

Councillor vacancy 

 

Three people have expressed an interest in filling the vacancy 

on the Parish Council left by the resignation of Mrs Kim 

Deathe. Anyone else interested in becoming a Parish  

Councillor should contact the Clerk, Mrs Dawn Slade, on 

01442 824138.  

 

See also page 13 of the March edition of Village News for full 

details. 
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Smart Robin  

Pictures of my tame robin!   Smart Robin!  Every morn-
ing for the past 2 years it lands on my kitchen door han-
dle waiting to be fed!             Sent in by  Roger Norcliffe 

 From the Vicarage             by Rev'd Joanne Wetherall 

THE church is alive with busy 
children and buzzing with  
conversation.  
Around a table adults and  
children burst into laughter as 
they wrestle with wooden 
spoons, wool and googly eyes 

in their attempt to make a puppet. 
  

A toddler, tongue poked out in concentration, threads 
straws and tissue together under the watchful eye of a 
Granny (not sure if they’re related or not - it doesn’t 
really matter). 
A five-year-old squats in the middle of the sand tray 
mesmerised by the sand trickling through his fingers. 
The 8 and 9 year olds are intent in fixing in pieces of tile 
to their mosaic pictures. 
 

The vicar's husband takes a photo of the  results of 
mask making and egg decorating.Two mums catch up 
on the gossip as they drink welcome cups of tea while 
their children make something unidentifiable but very 
chocolatety. 
 

Meanwhile the catering team are warming pancakes 
and preparing juice – it's another Messy Church event. 
Messy Church is for families who want to belong to their 
local church and bring up their children as Christians, 
but for all sorts of reasons can’t attend or relate to a 
traditional Sunday morning church service. The event I 
have described above took place in Aldbury on 

“pancake day” - 60 children and their parents,  
Grandparents, teenage brothers and sisters brought the 
church alive and had great fun. 
 

Many churches hold a “Messy Church” once-a-month. 
There is a time of creativity, a short time of worship and 
at the end they eat together.  
And it's coming to Wilstone! 
 
Our first Messy Church event is on 
 
Sunday 2nd May at 4p.m.  
 
They will then be monthly on the first Sunday of the 
Month at 4p.m. families with children of all ages are 
invited to join us.  
 
If you would like to come and want more information call 
Jo on 01442 851200 or pop in to the Tuesday coffee 
morning to find out more.   
 
Also If you could help either with craft activities or to 
provide the tea again call me or ask at the coffee  
Morning - I will try to be there every week. 
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M.D.SPRING AUTOS 
 

All mechanical repairs 

Very competitive prices 

All work guaranteed 

Vehicles collected and returned at 

 no extra charge. 
 

MOTs available on site 

Welding - Tyres - 

Wheels balanced - 

Batteries - Exhausts - 

Diagnostic Tuning -  

Air Conditioning servicing  

and repairs  
  

 

 

Phone: 01296 662280 
New Fax: 01296 662347 

Mobile: 07860 847328 
Unit 9, Airfield Industrial Estate,  

Cheddington Lane, Long Marston. 

 

 

Do you want a local reliable  
 

PLUMBER 
 

that you can trust? 
 

Installation of bathrooms 

kitchens, washing machines 

taps, radiators, towels rails etc. 

 

 

Call John Byron  

in Pitstone 

07860 340 130 

Dog Show events announced                                      By Jill Walker 
 

THE dog events and activities for the 7th annual and ever popular Fun Dog 

Show within the Wilstone Village Fete have now been decided so it’s time to 

get down to serious training with your faithful canine friends and handlers. 

You may feel that Sunday 6th June feels a bit of a way off yet but there is no 

time  to waste.  As in previous years, the Dog Show is run and managed by 

The Long Marston Dog Training Club. This year there will be a newly trained 

team to  run things (actually it’s run by the dogs). Unfortunately previous or-

ganiser  Evelyn Chapman will not be available on the day. To keep in line with 

‘Hi de Hi’  theme each class and race has been given a 1950's era 'feel' to it and 

for your delight we have the:- 

 

Cutest Couple : Handler and dog look a like. 

Glamorous  Grandma/Grandpa : Dogs over 8 years of age. 

Knobbly knees: Cross breeds and your knobbly knees! 

Cutest baby: Puppies over 6 months and under 12 months. 
 

Followed by two races The Beach Ball relay Race and The Egg & Spoon Race. 
 

Success in these events will earn you one of our most sought after rosettes! 
 

Registration will take place on the day at the Dog Show Entry Desk on the field, following the Procession and Opening cere-

mony. Fete programmes including the Entry Forms will be delivered to each household in Tring Rural Parish during May and 

will also be readily available on the day.  
 

Also the popular OBSTACLE COURSE and  'FASTEST RECALL'  is back where every second counts. Your dog may take 5 

seconds or 5 minutes to get down the 30 metre track, either way, its great entertainment for the onlookers and huge enjoyment 

for you and your dog. 

 Likely contenders looking for a cute han-
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SOME 70 years ago a company won permission to build a 
cement works amidst some of Britain’s most attractive 
downland scenery. Opened in 1937, the works gave  
employment to several generations of local people and  
contributed greatly to post-war building.  Whilst production 
peaked at 850,000 tonnes in 1989, the dramatic economic 
decline that followed resulted in closure just two years later.  
So 20 years ago, Pitstone’s quarry No. 3 was very much a 
moonscape, dominated by the stark white chalk faces from 
which Castle had made its cement.  Now re-christened, the 
College Lake Nature Reserve, the makeover of this near  
200-acre site could not be more dramatic. 
 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust 
has long believed that College Lake has the potential to  
inspire many more people to become interested in wildlife.  
Until 2007, BBOWT was unable to carry out its long-held 
plans due to the insecurity of its tenure.  In addition, having 
grown on an ad hoc basis, with very few resources, the site 
has, until now, lacked such basic amenities such as running 
water and toilets.  With the commencement of a new 25-year 
lease they can now develop both the educational and visitor 
facilities at this stunning reserve. 
 

I visited College Lake and was shown round by Katie Shaw, 
the Centre Manager. She has had an interesting background. 
Having achieved a biology degree, she worked on the Harry 
Potter films assisting with the animal training, she then 
worked as Events Manager at London Zoo, and is now 
thrilled to be involved in this grass roots venture and is  
looking forward to seeing the site being enjoyed by thousands 
of visitors each year. Katie feels passionately about this pro-
ject, and it isn’t hard to see why.  “It’s about getting people 
outside and enjoying our surroundings” explained Katie, 
“hopefully it will encourage more families to visit and inspire 
the next generation to care about wildlife”. 
 

A huge investment in infrastructure at the Lake is underway 
and completion of the new visitor centre is scheduled for 
April 2nd this year.  This new resource will welcome visitors 
to the site, tell them about the fabulous wildlife at the reserve 
and explain BBOWT’s wider work.  It will include a café 
which will serve locally grown produce together with organic 
food and fair-trade items.  There will also be a retail area, 
which will add to the experience of a day out at College Lake.   
 

Situated on the cliff edge, the centre, café and observation 
building will overlook the nature reserve, offering  

breathtaking views of the wetland habitats below.  The visitor 
centre has been designed to minimise its visual impact on the 
surrounding natural landscape.  When I visited, although the 
building was far from finished, I could already see how  
sensational it will be!  As an eco-building, technologies are 
being used for saving heating and lighting.  Key features of 
this green build include a turf roof and rammed earth con-
struction, using materials from the reserve itself.  As you  
enter the building there is a sunken trough, which will contain 
fossils found on the site, together with a copy of an actual 
mammoth tusk, which was also found there.  The walls are 
made of chalk, which was quarried there and the floor will be 
blue glass to signify water. The building is light and bright 
and has a lovely atmosphere.   
 

There are 3 nature trails to follow, with interesting viewing 
places strategically placed round the lake.  The entire walk is 
about 2 miles, but shorter trails are available.  College Lake 
is one of the best places in Bucks to spot water birds dabbling 
in the shallows or swooping through a sunset sky. 
 

College Lake already offers a full programme of school activ-
ity that caters for around 1,000 children a year, but the  
refurbishment consisting of a new purpose built classroom 
and the appointment of an education officer will aim to give 
up to 7,000 children per year the chance to experience this 
lovely nature reserve.  This will be supported by a major revi-
sion of the site’s public access and will bring to life-elements 
as diverse as its special fossils and rare birdlife. 
 

College Lake isn’t just about children.  It’s a peaceful place to 
go and enjoy a cup of tea whilst overlooking a stunning view.  
It’s a place to take a quiet walk at the same time watching out 
for birds, hares, deer, foxes or even the occasional polecat, 
which has been sighted there!  It’s a place to learn about our 
local wildlife and to reflect upon how lucky we are to be  
living in such a beautiful area.   
 
The Centre opens in May and will be open 7 days per week 
between 9.30 and 5.00pm.  Entry is free but donations would 
be appreciated as you can imagine how much money has 
gone into constructing such a place.  The café is only going to 
be open at weekends and Bank Holidays.  Do go along and 
support this local project, you will have a great day out! 
 
For more information, or if you would like to become a  
volunteer, either as a “meeter and greeter” or for help in the 
café please call 01442 826774. 

Wildlife breathes new life into an old quarry    by Franzella Flowerdew 

The New Visitor Centre opening the  2nd of April  

College Lake today                        (picture Franzella Flowerdew) 
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EVEN though the sun is setting 2½ hours later than on Christ-
mas Day and spring is approaching  its second month, it’s still 
very wintry.  
 

The other week, because the sky was clear and the sun was 
shining, Florence and I decided to go for a walk around Mars-
worth reservoir to feed the ducks. When we set off it was a 
pleasant 8ºC and I felt rather over-dressed in my woolly 
jumper and thick winter coat. In contrast, Florence was rather 
under-dressed in her flowery summer-dress and bright-pink 
tights. Despite her obvious disdain, I put an assortment of her 
warm clothes into a bag and we set off towards the reservoir. 
Within minutes a few clouds had appeared from nowhere and 
an icy easterly-breeze had blown up. 
 

Unsurprisingly, Florence soon began to complain about the 
cold and reluctantly agreed to put on her jumper. A few yards 
further on she donned her fleece, followed swiftly by her  
padded trousers, hat, scarf, gloves and windproof jacket. As 
more clouds appeared and the wind freshened further, I began 
to feel quite cold myself so I hurried Florence along the path 
towards the ducks.  
 

While she happily threw stale crusts at her quacking,  
sycophantic band of followers, I rubbed my 
hands together and stamped my feet in a 
vain attempt to stay warm. On the bank next 
to Florence I spotted a discarded fish hook 
lying in the grass, so I picked it up and put it 
in my pocket.  
 

Although Florence was better insulated than 
my loft, I wasn’t, so as soon as the last piece 
of bread hit the water we headed quickly 
back to the relative warmth of the car. As I 
fumbled in my pocket for the keys I snagged 
my finger on the sharp tip of the fish hook. 
So, while I tried to extricate it from my 
bleeding finger, I explained to Florence the 
workings of the barbed hook and demon-
strated how it stopped the fish from  
swimming away. 
 

She appeared intrigued and, in a moment of 
madness, I suggested that we should return the following day 
and give the hook a try. I didn’t feel it necessary to tell her 
that the last time that I had been fishing was as a five-year-old 
with my mother, armed with some string, a bent safety pin 
and half a sausage. 

The next day we set off for the reservoir wearing much more 
suitable clothing than the day before; Florence carried her 
new fishing rod – a bamboo cane with our hook attached via a 
piece of cotton – in one hand, and a small plastic bag with 
two worms and a bit of sausage in the other. We walked along 
the footpath and stopped near another angler; I trusted that he 
knew what he was doing and had picked a decent spot teem-
ing with hungry fish for us to catch. 
 

We loaded the hook with a lump of sausage, lowered it into 
the water and waited excitedly for our first bite. After about 
ten minutes, during which the ducks showed more interest in 
our sausage than the fish, our neighbouring angler wandered 
over to suss out the competition. I became a little worried 
when he mentioned rod-licences then relieved, yet a little 
peeved, when he told me not to worry because we were  
obviously not serious anglers.  
 

He then delighted in showing us all his expensive gear and 
explaining in great detail about the various types of rods, 
hooks, baits, and other things that he used to help him angle 
successfully. Ironically, despite all his fancy stuff and after 
four hours of trying, he had failed to catch anything either and 
yet still felt suitably qualified to ridicule our ‘sausage-on-a-

string’ and to offer us advice on the best 
way to catch a fish.  
 

However, before returning to reap the re-
wards of his, supposedly, superior equip-
ment, he was kind enough to give us a 
handful of maggots to improve our chances. 
Florence enjoyed prodding and poking 
them until he told her that they turned into 
flies. Needless to say, the maggots didn’t 
prove any more successful than the sausage 
and after a short while we bade farewell to 
our new friend and went home to warm our 
freezing-cold toes.  
 

I later discovered that, because Florence is 
under-12, she doesn’t need a rod-licence 
but I could have been fined £2500 if I’d 
been caught without one. So, even though 
we had a lovely time and I avoided a hefty 

fine, I don’t think we’ll be buying any proper equipment just 
yet – and, if the weather’s a little warmer on the 18th of April, 
we might even pop back to Marsworth reservoir to watch the 
Tring Anglers’ fishing match and observe how the real 
 experts do it. 

Hook, Line & Snorker                                                                             by Andy Ashwell 

Get fishing 
 

FOR youngster who would like to try and learn about angling The Tring An-

glers run free coaching sessions on Saturdays 11am to 5pm  starting May 22  at 

various local venues.  
 

Junior anglers must be accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Bait and tackle will be supplied for those who need it. Any-

one wishing to bring their own tackle/bait are quite welcome 

to do so. We suggest you bring something to sit on and wear 

suitable clothing for the weather conditions on the day.  
 

For details and dates visit  www.tringanglers.org.uk or email 

juniors@tringanglers.org.uk 

 

Junior member 

Jamie Palmer 

reels in a 21lb 

8oz mirror carp 

No wonder he is 

smiling! 
Picture: The Tring 
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Village News 

Sudoku solution No48 

WANTED  

ENTHUSIASTIC GARDEN 
HELPER. 

  
We need a keen, enthusiastic person, to care for 
our garden, grass cutting sometimes (sit on 
mower) weed flower borders, cut back shrubs 
and general garden maintenance. 
  

Ability to do some DIY would be appreciated. 
  

Please call Margaret on 07785 342086 

Celebrate 
Easter with  

 

St Mary’s 
 

All Saints  
 

 St Cross  

Hi de Hi Wilstone! 
Wilstone Holiday Camp  Opening  6 June 2010 
 

NOT long now until the first day of the new holiday season and the buzz of excitement is already starting to build. Picture this – 

it’s the British Seaside of the late 50s at the height of the great family summer getaway.  A special vintage coach is being spruced 

up to carry camp staff from the station (that’s the war memorial), and a top class band is in rehearsal to ensure everything will go 

with a real swing. Ted, our Camp Host, is planning a fun team competion called the ‘Battle of the Sexes’ to kick off all the fun.  

No doubt all the holidaymakers (that’ll be you) will be there to cheer on the protagonists. All the old familiar crew will be there, 

Gladys & Peggy, Spike and Fred, plus of course Barry & Yvonne Stewart Hargreaves who will add their unique touch of culture 

to the proceedings.  So put the 6 June in your diary and come along and join all the Yellowcoats in making it a day to remember.  
 

Your Fete Needs You!  How can you help? Well mainly just by being there and having a really great day out.  But what we also 

need is: bric a brac –please put by anything you no longer need if you’re spring cleaning, books, items for the tombola,  home 

made cakes and plants for the plant stall. 

The Raffle is already looking fantastic and prizes are still coming in. But to give you a taste we already have on offer: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Details of where you can buy your tickets for your chance at 

these amazing prizes nearer the time.  

Finally, we’re hoping as many of you as possible will come along dressed to match our theme of the British Seaside in the late 

50s.  There’ll be a fancy dress competition for the kids plus competitions for the older members to take part in.  So please have a 

go, it will really add to the fun. 

2 tickets to the Rex Cinema in Berkhamsted 

Chapel Rooms gift voucher 

30min  Carriage drive 

Round of golf for 4 at Mentmore 

Royal Siam meal voucher 

Olive Limes meal voucher 

Mazda MX5 for the weekend 

Liz Earle hamper of beauty products 

Family ticket to Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 

£50 John Lewis gift vouchers 

£25 Wyevale gift vouchers  
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Moon as if it were Christmas 
Eve - the 3 Wise Men. Yes I 
kid you not. This is fact.  
Almost instantly they joined 
the conversation whilst look-
ing at the photos and any in-
formation we could muster 
up. The senior of the three we 
soon were told was of Na-
tional  
Geographic origin so whilst 
we all supped, his knowledge  
implied a phenomenal wealth 
of know how flowing freely 
from his cranium. He really 
knew his stuff. In the minds of 
the 3 guys it was more than 
likely that the object had ar-

rived via outer space. Well laugh you may but as far as we 
were concerned this was serious stuff. Also around this time 
Assistant to Yan, Madam  
Val-der-ree Val-der-rah the well known Nye expert had ar-
rived and was eager should time allow to join  the conversa-
tion. Kryptonite and Mercury and many stones were  
mentioned however Captain Cod dismissed Kryptonite, 
weight being the main factor. The interest these 3 Wise Men 
had was unbelievable.  In effect our table was buzzing. We 
even studied some photos taken of a mystery object that  
appeared over the village hall and as many know several 
weird sights have been seen in that vicinity recently. Where 
had these 3 guys come from? Who knows?  
 

 Pettifogging I was not. Talk about putting things to bed it 
was quite the opposite for in effect what was happening was 
we were waking it up. Eventually we had to leave and bid 
our goodbye's to all whilst noting what an enjoyable evening 
of events it had been. 

The Hospice of St Francis is an independent charity that pro-

vides professional support and care for people with terminal 

illness across West Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire. 

Star visits local Hospice  
 

AWARD winning actor Joseph Millson, took time out of his 
busy schedule to visit the Hospice of St Francis in  
Berkhamsted  recently.  The actor, who is about to star in the 
follow-up to Andrew Lloyd Weber's Phantom of the Opera, 
Love Never Dies, which opened at the Adelphi, London, on 
March 9th popped into the Hospice of St Francis to find out 
more about its work.  
  

The star, who plays Raoul in the musical  came to pledge his 
support for the charity, even donning the special pink “Walk 
With the Stars” T Shirt, one of the hospice’s main  
fundraising events, for a quick picture with event organiser 
Fran Martin and community fundraising manager Harriet 
Karia before dashing off to rehearsals. 
 

Said Joseph, who is married to acclaimed jazz musician and 
actress Caroline Fitzgerald said: "I have an affinity with hos-
pice care and well understand how great their need for  
support is. I am delighted to be involved and will do my best 
to help wherever I can. I can't wait to start the show and have 
been very hectic with rehearsals. It's been wonderful working 
with Andrew Lloyd Weber this last year or so."  

IN the Village Hall, the Friday of the 
Wilstone Film Night, locals had 
flocked to gain knowledge as how to 
fund their sagging wage packages 
through a botanical method. A brave 
invention devised I believe by 
Archie's dad and may I say on  
behalf on the many 'good luck ' but 
not in my greenhouse. Anyway there 
we were - Colin alias Captain Cod, 
Paul de Cardiff, Pete sometimes 
known as Hot Lips, although Harula 
will dispute this, plus myself - duly 
sat in the warm fired surroundings of 
our local watering hole having been 
pleasantly greeted by Robbie of Mad-
chester The Frighted who talked 
about flags at half mast as he headed 
out of the village via the bridge. Was this  
anything to do with the weird object? Who knows! 
 

Before the evening got busier assistant innkeeper Yan of 
Totting Sundyland joined in our conversation. Yan confessed 
to never ever having visited Light Hearted Pain to which we 
were all taken aback yet understood that her his indoors was 
a Sundyman and totally weaned on 'Old Roker' parkey ways 
which had shifted half Yan's way, so it was not in his interest 
to allow her that venture. Was she a dotty Totty supporter 
after all? Who knows? Voices of wisdom somehow assured 
her she had missed nothing - nothing at all. Yan felt that her 
heart had wandered to the Hornets nest and at that point Pete 
fumed ' I need to sort this out now '. I must say most of us 
felt it justified and saw it as an affront to his Hatters beliefs. 
However quite quickly rather than have an affray we moved 
on to discuss the weird object at which point Paul had to say 
Sarah Sarah and dashed off to meet missis preggers. 
n the middle of all  this chatter who should enter the Half 

Artists impression of the object in outer space   

Joseph Millson with event organiser Fran Martin and 

community fundraising manager Harriet Karia  

Mystery object moves towards a conclusion            by Lawless Ken           
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AS a regular visitor to Helen Lishman’s ‘Chapel Room’ I was 

delighted and privileged to be invited to the opening of her 

recently extended treatment salon. I would like to share my 

experience with fellow residents of Wilstone and readers of 

the Village News so that you too can spoil yourselves from an 

array of treats for mind and body. Be it a massage or a 

‘pampering package’ there is something here for everyone 

who needs a little ‘me time’ and that’s exactly what I got! 

The treatments will leave you refreshed and revitalised so that 

you can tackle the week ahead.  

 

Helen is a qualified beautician. Having completed her training 

at Champneys she opened her nail bay & treatment room at 9 

Chapel Fields. She has now expanded into purpose built 

premises with ample parking outside avoiding the cost and 

hassle of trying to park in town. She offers beauty treatments, 

massages and aromatherapy using good quality products from 

ranges such as Crystal Clear skincare, Jessica nail treatments 

and St Tropez tanning products.  

 

Helens most popular treatments are: 

‘Crystal Clear’ facials – the skincare choice of celebrities. 

One of the worlds leading providers of hi tec beauty treat-

ments and skin care range. 

‘Calgel nail system – The days of smudging, chipping and 

peeling nails are over! Calgel is a superior and extremely 

popular nail system that promotes nail health and strength. 

 

Helen’s rooms are relaxing, friendly and private. The treat-

ments offer experiences at great value for everyone to enjoy 

and share with friends and loved ones. 

 

Following Helen’s refurbishment she can offer a wide range 

of gifts such as soaps and candles all beautifully gift wrapped 

at affordable prices. The men of Wilstone may like to note 

that she has tailor made ‘Beauty Hampers’, beautiful dress 

jewellery and sterling silver jewellery, making The Chapel 

Room the ideal place to find that all important greeting card 

and present for all occasions including birthdays, Mothers 

Day and Christmas. 

 

For those of you who have previously visited Helen at Chapel 

Fields, you will have already had experience of her friendly 

reception and professional work, however I urge you to take 

an hour out of your day to indulge yourselves and enjoy the 

ambiance and treatments now on offer. For those who have 

never been – give yourself a spring treat so that when the sun 

does come out your body can go on show too.  

 

Whether it be a facial, body massage, waxing, manicure, 

pedicure, body tan … the list goes on, just check out what’s 

on offer and when, Helen is very accommodating offering 

occasional evenings and Saturday mornings to suit her Cli-

ents..…..  must go now as I have to ‘waddle’ home in those 

trendy flip flops we girls wear following a pedicure! (No pic-

tures please John!) 

Dispel those winter blues                                          by  Jenny White  

 THE 

CHAPEL ROOM 

WILSTONE 

Reader Offer VOUCHER 
 

This voucher entitles you to a free nail paint 

or 20% off  your next treatment. 
 

Please cut out and bring this voucher with you. 

Offer ends and voucher expires on 31st May 2010. 
 

Village News Reader Offer Voucher (4/10) 

Qualified beautician Helen Lishman    ( picture: Jenny White )   

Enjoying A little bit of luxury at The Chapel Room   

       (Picture: 



 

  Village News 

Page 21   Apr i l  2010  
Page 21  Apr i l  2010  

BLOOMFIELD 
WINDOWS & DOORS 

 

Conservatories  Hardwood    UPVC                   
Aluminium      Secondary     Porches 

 

10 Year Guarantee 
FENSA Registered 

 

   Tel/Fax: 01442 824333 Mob: 07836 640448 

Whilst you’re at work, on holiday or during illness, 

we will come & visit your pet in your home. 

All types of animals. 
Member of the National Association of Registered Pet Sitters. 

Fully insured. 

Also holiday homes for rabbits, Guinea pigs, ferrets 

and other small animals. 

Tel. 01442 822191 or 07967 019031. 

 For all property repairs and maintenance 
 

BUILDING ● POINTING ● GUTTERING 
PAINTING ● GLAZING ● TILING 
PATIOS ● PATHS ● FENCING 

PLUMBING●  BLOCKED DRAINS  
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY 

No matter how small the job  

call for a free quote 

Telephone 07739 985923 or 01442 382078 
SBH, 50 Lakeside ,Tring, Herts HP23 5HN 

Maiden voyage at Long Marston. L to R: Cllr. Christopher 

Townsend with Hanna (1), Cllr. Mike Tomlinson, Nathan (3) 

with Mrs Beth Townsend.               (Picture: Village News.) 

Odd Jobs... and all the ones you hate!! 

 

Painting… Interior/Exterior 
 

Grass Cutting Hedge Trimming 
 

Garden Tidying 
 

Tel: 01296 668595 

Mobile: 07787 224823 

Gubblecote, Nr Tring 

Ship launched in a storm                                     
 

by Phil Buchi 
 

AN appropriate seasonal deluge accompanied the official 

launch of the Parish Council’s new ship at Long Marston rec-

reation ground on the last day of February. Cllr. Mike 

Tomlinson, Chairman of the Parish Council, and Dacorum Cllr. 

Christopher Townsend braved the rain to launch the boat onto a 

rather soggy recreation ground, where it  

replaces the wooden train which had become worn out.  This 

rather impressive and colourful blue and yellow  

sailing vessel was paid for by a grant from the Dacorum  

Communities Fund which had been obtained by Cllr. Town-

send.  

 

 The Parish Council chose the boat as a replacement for the 

train after an extensive consultation exercise with the  

under-5s. 

 

 To give it a proper trial, Christopher Townsend brought his 

family, including two under-5s, to get their reaction.  Nathan 

(3) and Hanna (1) both approved, so that’s alright then. 
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“Rose Cottage” Kennels 
26 Mill Lane, Wingrave, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4PL 

Discounts for early booking 
 

Relax and enjoy your holiday knowing your pets are  

enjoying theirs. 

Large individual accommodation. Huge exercise  

paddocks. Personal attention at all times.  

Inspection welcome. 

Contact Dave or Rita Habel on 

(01296) 681306 

J B Services 
 

patios and drives 
block and shingle  

drainage work  
exterior maintenance 

Brickwork  
 

no job too small 
 

tel: 07799 398335 
or 01442 826648 (evenings) 

ALAN BOULT (Light Haulage) 

‘MAN WITH A VAN’ 
• TRANSPORT: VAN WITH TAIL LIFT 

• COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE 

• SINGLE TO MULTIPLE ITEMS 

• REGULAR CONTRACTS WELCOME 

• ESTABLISHED 2000 

FAST,  RELIABLE SERVICE, 7 DAYS A WEEK 
LOCAL AND NATIONWIDE 

Telephone:  01296 427182 
Mobile: 07770 237745 

 

 

 
 

 

 

LOCAL CHIMNEY SWEEP 
Professional Clean Efficient 

Certificates Issued for House Insurance 

Lucky Sweep for Weddings 

Member of the Institute of Chimney Sweeps 

Call Steve Jackson   

Tring (01442) 890041 

07947 757309 

Locksmith 

F.R. Jeffery & Son  
Coal  

Smokeless Fuels 
Logs 

Garden Compost 
 

Dean Jeffery- Lawnmower Service  
& Repair & Sharpening of garden tools 

 

Delivered to your door 

Low prices 

 

WILSTONE STICKS 
Handcrafted by John Evans 

Member of The British Stickmakers Guild 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone  01442  822115 
Wilstone, Hertfordshire 

w w w .w ils to n e s tic k s .c o m  

www.bhpropertyservices.co.uk 
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Supported by the Puttenham Trust 

 The Puttenham Page       compiled by Christine Rutter      

Pre-School News                                               by Sally Smith 

We had a special visitor to pre-school recently.  A lovely 
lady from the RSPCA came to check on Bob and  
Dora – the pre-school goldfish.  The children were  
delighted to meet her and had lots of questions for her 
about her work, and they didn’t hold back in asking 
them!  After answering all their questions, the RSPCA 
representative was delighted to report that Bob and 
Dora were in fine health and obviously well cared for. 
 
Now that spring is in the air, the children are spending 
more time exploring the world around them.  They have 
made their own bird feeders from old washing tablet 
nets and filled them with bird food to see which birds 
visit their gardens.  This has led to a flurry of amateur 
‘twitching’ and a sudden rush on bird table purchases at 
Mead Farm Shop! 
 
They have also been looking at how things grow, with 
each child taking home an eggshell full of cress seeds 
with strict instructions to water them daily and wait to 
see what happens.  Fortunately for the parents this  

didn’t take too long to happen!! 
 
The donation of Sainsbury’s Active 
Kids vouchers is beginning to 
gather pace and we are grateful to 
everyone who has handed them in 
to pre-school.  Your support is very 
much appreciated. 
.   
First Steps Pre-School is held at Victory Hall, Long 
Marston every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
from 9.15am – 11.45am during term time, with lunch 
clubs on Tuesday and Friday until 1.15pm.  We  
welcome all children aged between 2½ and 5 and as a 
result many children stay with us until they ‘cross the 
road to big school’.  If you would like to know more 
about Pre-School, come and look round, or put your 
child’s name on our waiting list, please contact either 
Teresa Giddings, pre-school leader, on 07925 185311 
(during pre-school hours) or our Chair, Sally Smith, on 
01296 661689.     

MAUNDY THURSDAY  
St.Mary’s will be hosting the Maundy Thursday Communion Service, 1st April at 8 
p.m.  This will include feet-washing for those who wish to participate. 

EASTER DAY – The Day of Resurrection 
CHRIST IS RISEN : HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

 

Join with us in celebrating the risen Lord Sunday, 4th April at our 8.15 a.m. Holy 
Communion service, and sing your favourite Easter hymns. 

The “FRIENDS OF PUTTENHAM 
CHURCH” 

… held their AGM on the 8th  of March.   
 

WORK to be carried out this year will mainly  concern  
restoring the South Aisle roof after the last lead theft, 
and the upgrading of Cecilia Hall, with special emphasis 
on the kitchen.  Once these projects are taken care of, 
we can look towards further work within the church.  
Unless you are an ex-officio member by way of  
Electoral Roll membership, why not consider becoming 
a “Friend” (£5 per person per year).  Your support of 
“Friends” events for fundraising is also highly valued.  
WATCH THIS PAGE!   

 DECORATING 
FOR EASTER 

WE shall be decorating 
St.Mary’s Church on  
Saturday, 3rd April from 
10 a.m. in readiness for 
the main Easter Service.  
Do please come and join 
us fill our church with 
Spring flowers and create 
the Easter Garden.  Any 
contributions of flowers or 
greenery would be much 
appreciated. 
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Wilstone man 3 times cribbage winner             by Colin Reedman  
 

FOR  the last 3 years The Anglers Retreat 

Public House at Marsworth has organised a 

cribbage tournament for the 'Plumeridge 

Trophy'.  

 

The magnificent trophy, which is in the 

form of a horseshoe with brass inlays de-

signed as a scoreboard for cribbage, was 

supplied to the Anglers Retreat in the 1930s 

by a brewery and remained in the possession 

of the Plumeridge family who, for many 

years, were associated with running the pub-

lic house.  The trophy was returned to the 

public house by a member of the family and 

Pauline and Jane, who are now the joint  

licensees, decided to honour the memory of 

the family by organising the tournament. In 

2008 12 entered the competition which was 

won by Tony Short. In 2009 the numbers 

rose to 22 and Tony Short won it again. This 

year 32 entered and he won it again. 

 

Tony is a member of the Anglers Retreat 

Cribbage Team captained by Colin  

Reedman.  Colin commented “Tony's 

achievement is remarkable. What are the 

odds on him winning it again next year?” 

 

ROOFING 

Specialist in  
Tiling, Slating, Chimneys and Flat Roofing 

Guttering, Facias and Building Works. 
56-57 High Street, Tring, Herts, HP23 5AG. 

Tel: Tring (01442) 823031                            Mobile: 07951 220904 

CLIVE CARTWRIGHT 

PLASTERING & ARTEXING 

New work, Renovations or Repairs 

Domestic or Commercial 

Free estimates 

Quality work 

38 years experience 
 

Phone (01442) 823599 

Mobile 07801 809554 

Tony Short with the  'Plumeridge Trophy'.                           ( Picture:Colin Reedman)                          
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RELIABLE GARDEN SERVICES 
 

GARDEN CLEARANCE, 
GRASS CUTTING, PRUNING, HEDGE 

CUTTING, PLANTING, WEEDING 
AND MUCH MORE. 

 

FOR REASONABLY PRICED WORK  

DONE WELL, CONTACT 

Mark Lee  

01296 668310 or 07914 355180 

The Old Pastures 
Luxury accommodation for 

dogs 
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way, 

 Tring, Herts. HP23 4JX 
 

VISITING, KENNELING AND COLLECTING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
 

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog with a 
personal touch giving your dog the extra attention 

they deserve. All dogs are walked twice a day. 

In association with Mrs. Doolittles Pet Sitters 
 

Tel: 01442 824856 

The Old Pastures 

Dog Grooming 
 

Bathing, Clipping, Trimming, Hand-stripping, 
Nails and Ears.  Weekend appointments  
available. Easy walk in, non-slip shower  
ideal for older and bigger dogs.  We can  

cater for any size dog.  Easy parking. 
 

For prices or to book an appointment call: 
01442 824856 

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AND FENCING CONTRACTOR 

GARDENS, PUBLIC SPACES AND COMMERCIAL AREAS 

GRASS CUTTING · HEDGE CUTTING - TREE SURGERY 
FENCING - DECKING · LEAF CLEARANCE  

WEED CONTROL · MULCHING - PRESSURE WASHING 
 

 A Professional and Reliable Business Est. 1989.Fully Insured 
Current Contracts in and around: 

Long Marston · Berkhamsted · Felden · Tring · Chesham · Mentmore . 

Wendover · Princes Risborough. New enquiries welcome. 

 

 Please call Glenn Ansell  T: 01442 875155  M: 07951 126534 

VERITY AUTOS 
SERVICING REPAIRS MOT PREPARATION 

FAULT DIAGNOSTICS 

TYRES  BODYWORK 

ALL VEHICLES COLLECTED HOME OR WORK 

EST 1989 

 

FOR BOOKING OR ADVICE 

GRAHAM VERITY 

07850 499547 -- 01296 668176 

VERITYAUTOS@AOL.COM 

Vale  

  Burner 

    Services 

For Oil–Fired Boilers & Cast Iron Range Cookers 
OIL TANK INSTALLATION 

Tel/Fax: 01844 299200 

 

SERVICE & BREAKDOWN REPAIR 
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  Local names and numbers 

Village News  
Long Marston,Wilstone, Puttenham,  

Astrope, Little Tring, Gubblecote,  

Startops End. 
 

Your editor for May will be: 

Phil Buchi 

01442 890599 

editorwlmp@yahoo.com 

 

Our advertising managers: 

Alison & Matthew White 

01296 660402 

villagenewsadvertising@googlemail.com 
 

Deadline for items to go in the next issue is  

Wednesday 21st March 2010. 
 

Read Village News on line at:    

www.tringruralpc.org.uk  (Click on Village News) 
www.wilstone.me.uk (Click on Village News) 

Herts Police non-emergency number  0845 33 00 222 

Local Police Officers (in emergency dial ‘999’) 

PC Stephen Hunneysett          0845 33 00 222 

PCSO Emma Lennox             0845 33 00 222 

 

Fly-tipping reports 

Call Dacorum Waste Services 01442 867858 

Call the police if you see the crime being committed. 

 

Cecilia Hall (Puttenham) 
Christine Rutter  01296 668337 

Beavers 

Jo Woodbridge  01442 891444 

Brownies 

Claire Fordham   01296 668088   

Cubs 
Tony Short  01442 823096 

Guides 

Sheila Hill  01442 823463 

Scouts 

David Colvin  01442 381544 

Horticultural Society 

John Kaye  01296 662975 

 

Rector  
Rev'd Huw Bellis                       01442 822170 

Vicar 

Rev’d Joanne Wetherall             01442 851200 

Churchwardens 

Long Marston All Saints: 

Angus Munday                        01296 660303 

Wilstone St. Cross: 

Andrew Minter  01442 823605 

Puttenham St Marys: 

Christine Rutter  01296 668337 

John Barron  01296 631351 

 

Tring Crime Prevention Panel 

(Neighbourhood Watch)         01442 381793 & 824593 

Tring Rural Parish Council - Chairman 

Cllr Michael Tomlinson          01296 661311 

Clerk to the Parish Council 
Dawn Slade                             01442 824138 

Village Warden 

Colin Reedman                        01442 822031 

Long Marston Victory Hall 

Hall hire: Mags Severs            01296 661021  

Long Marston Cricket Club 
Paul Dumpleton   01296 662849 

Long Marston 1st Steps Pre-School 

Sally Smith                             01296 661689 

Long Marston Baby & Toddler Group 

Sally Smith                             01296 661689 

Long Marston Tennis Club 
Margaret Kelland  01296 668314 

Long Marston Football Club 

Daphne Bateman  01296 668054 

Long Marston School  01296 668386 

 

Member of Parliament (House of Commons) 

David Gauke  020 7219 4459 

Or to make an appointment call 01923 771781 

 

Pet Dog Training 

Claudia Cox 01296 668752 

Evelyn Chapman 01908 502272 

Whitchurch Morris Men 
Richard Moorhouse  01494 722259 

Wilstone Village Hall 

Bookings:Tony Short 01442 823096 

Wilstone Toddlers 

Jane Cole  01442 828272  

Women’s Institute 
Lynn Foster  01296 662466 

 

Changes or additions?  Contact the Editor. 

Thank you ……. 

To all our volunteer distributors who have  
delivered your Village News to every home  

in Tring Rural parish. 

 

 Distribution enquiries to: 
Carole Harrison,  01296 668526. 
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The Home 
Guard at Long 
Marston 

by Mrs P M Proctor 
 

DURING the war the older lads of 

the village were used as runners - 

taking messages between Puttenham 

church tower, where there was a 

lookout point, and  the Queen’s 

Head which, so my husband told me, 

was the command post. The lads 

were too young for the services at 

that time although they were about 

16 or 17. I’m not sure how many 

there were. They were also sent to 

keep a lookout towards Wingrave 

for anybody approaching  

suspiciously, etc. 
 

On one particular night one of the 

lads, a farmer’s son, took his Dad’s 

shotgun with him and the lads hid somewhere along Wingrave Road. Suddenly they heard a squeaking sound and saw a small 

glow slowly coming from Wingrave along the road. They stood in the road - shotgun at the ready - to face the enemy. Who 

should it be but a local chap cycling home from visiting his girlfriend in Wingrave - of course no lights on his bike on a dark 

night, and smoking a cigarette. Luckily for him (I don’t know if the shotgun was loaded) no harm was done and they had a good 

laugh about it. However I think they got a good telling off, especially about taking the shotgun. All the lads eventually served in 

the forces - my husband joined the Royal Navy.  

P M Proctor (Mrs Stan Proctor). More Home Guard recollections are welcome. Ed. 

Not the Long Marston platoon, but this picture of local Home Guard officers and 

NCOs is from the same period.  Most of those present are wearing medal ribbons 

from the First World War. Was it taken outside Halton House, or perhaps Tring 

Mansion? (Photo kindly loaned by Ian Rance.) 

 Recipe                                                  by Anna Ashwell 

 

 

These biscuits are easy to make and although I have not tried it I am sure that plain water or 
fruit juice could be substituted for the orange flower water if you can’t get hold of it. 
 
Ingredients 
 

Makes about 50 
 

185g butter 
185g caster sugar 
3 egg yolks 
4 teaspoons orange flower water (can be bought from the health-food shop in Tring) 
6 teaspoons milk 
125g currants 
500g plain flour 
Pinch of salt 
 

In a bowl beat the butter with the sugar until creamy. 
Add the egg yolks, orange flower water and milk and beat well. 
Add the currants and sifted flour and mix into a fairly stiff dough. 
Roll the dough out to about 0.3cm thick. 
Using a 6cm cutter cut out the biscuits and place them on a baking sheet. 
 

Bake in an oven pre-heated to 180oC for 15-20 minutes until lightly browned.  
If you like a crunchy topping remove the biscuits half way through the baking and brush them 
with egg white then dust with caster sugar, then put them back in the oven. Alternatively 
dust them with icing sugar once they are cool. 

Easter  

biscuits 

Photos may not be representa-

tive of  the biscuit recipe. 
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Supported by the Long Marston & Puttenham Horticultural Society 

 The agricultural story line…                                 by David Mead 

 Village View                              by John Painter 

Spring is in the air - new born Lamb enjoy the warming sunshine                            (Picture: John Painter) 

From the Grumpy Shepherd 
 

THE third week of lambing and this grumpy old shepherd is a bit short of words. By now small problems mount up. For instance 

young ewe has three lambs but is short of milk; no chance of adoption so lambs have to be bottle fed.  Try to get mothers and 

children out to grass as soon as possible, two days old.  This spring there is very little grass so extra food is provided. One 

theave, a first timer, produced two late lambs but got into such a state she rejected both lambs. Grumpy had an idea. I took each 

lamb and rubbed them under the tail of the ewe. It was like turning on a switch, instant acceptance. Lambs soon found the milk 

bar; all’s well.  I expect there will be some births well into April.  
 

I delivered top soil to the Goat Centre near Stoke Mandeville and was told the high speed train will be travelling at 200 m.p.h. 

about 200 metres from their front gate.  If the good people of Birmingham could get on said train and go direct to the Continent it 

would be attractive, but as just another way to reach Euston saving 30 minutes it seems very expensive.  I expect the lawyers and 

advisers will have a field day.  
 

Another topic that has stirred the mud in my grumpy head: paying children to go to school. £25 - but only to certain children. To 

get that sort of money a job has to be found, weekends affected, it seems to me an introduction to the benefit system.  
 

Enough of that, Chris got some drilling done, spring barley and linseed in another field near Wendover.  Look out for a field of 

blue next to the Firecrest pub between Wendover and Missenden.  Some spring beans have also been planted. Forage maize will 

go in towards the end of April, after the worst of the frosts. The heap of silage is disappearing fast; but cattle will go out to grass 

towards the end of April.  There are usually 20 fat cattle that stay in yards to fatten, to catch the hoped for good trade in June.  

Olly Poulton and his Dad, who used to have some cows at Pear Tree Cottage, would cut the road verges when the hay was run-

ning out.  

 

I’m going to have some late flowering plants in the garden this spring.  Two Muntjak, mother and child have been visiting our 

garden, right in front of the kitchen window.  They even had a playful chase around which could have been mother telling child 

to clear off.  Perhaps another is expected.  My roses and dahlias etc. will be very late this very late spring.  


